
As we gather for worship on Sunday mornings, the pastor
and elders request that attendees follow these social

distancing and hygiene precautions:
  
 1) Attendance at the services is not obligatory, especially for members and friends of the
congregation who are advanced in age, or who have a preexisting health condition that makes
them particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. And if you feel sick on a Sunday morning, you
should not attend the service. Between each Sunday service, during the week, our cleaning
company thoroughly cleans and sanitizes those parts of the building that are used on Sunday
mornings.
  
 2) Each service will be videorecorded. After the service, the video file will be edited and
uploaded to the congregation’s YouTube page:

www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8jo_hzyB6L0ggIuFC-OUQ
Later in the day on Sunday, those who were not able to attend the service in person will be able
to view it from that page, or from this page in the church website:

redeemerscottsdale.angelfire.com/videorecordings.html
Redeemer does not have an Internet connection at the church, and is therefore not able to offer a
livestreamed service.
  
 3) If you want to visit with fellow worshipers, please do this outside in the open air, before you
enter the building prior to the beginning of the service, or after you leave the building following
the conclusion of the service. We want to avoid the congregating of people in the corridors or in
the narthex, before or after the service, since we do not want the inward or outward flow of
traffic to be blocked. Please enter and leave the building through the double doors that open from
the patio. Worshipers are asked not to shake hands with, or otherwise to touch or brush up
against, other worshipers. As much as is possible, you should stay six feet away from others.
When you do enter the building, you may pause briefly to put some hand sanitizer on your
hands, using one of the dispensers located on the tables along the wall of the main corridor. 
  
 4) For now, worshipers are encouraged to wear a mask while in the church building. According
to our best current understanding of how COVID-19 is spread, a mask helps to inhibit the
emission of water droplets into the air, when someone who is wearing one speaks, sings, or
coughs. These droplets can carry the virus from an infected person to someone who comes into
contact with those droplets. It is also important to remember that people may be infected with the
virus and be contagious for up to two weeks before they develop symptoms, and that some
people who are infected never develop symptoms. So, masks are primarily for the health and
peace of mind of others, more so than of the wearer. If you do not have a mask that you can
bring from home, masks are available on the tables in the main corridor. You may take one for
yourself, and then keep it. If you choose not to wear a mask or are not able to wear one, you are
asked to exercise a high level of caution with respect to social distancing, and in speaking,
singing, or coughing when you are near other people.
  
 5) On your way in, please also pick up a bulletin from the counter in the narthex. The hymns
will be printed on an insert in the bulletin, since hymnals will not be used during the service.
And on your way in (or on your way out) you may place an offering in one of the offering plates
located at the entrances to the nave. No offering will be received during the service, and there
will be no communion registration in the narthex before the service. Worshipers are asked to
space themselves out in the nave, and to sit only in every other pew. The pews that should
remain empty are marked with “PLEASE DO NOT SIT HERE” signs. Members of the same
household may, of course, sit in close proximity to each other in the same pew, but if two
households share a pew, there should be at least six feet between the two groups.
  
 6) The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in every service. The pastor will carefully wash his
hands in the sacristy immediately before the rite of Holy Communion begins, and as needed will
also use hand sanitizer during the distribution. During the distribution, each table will consist of
only six communicants. If you come forward to receive communion, you should stand at a place
along the communion rail where a cushion is located, but you should not kneel on the cushion or
touch the communion rail. The pastor will place the body of Christ in your cupped hands, while
being careful not to touch your hands as he does so. It is assumed that each communicant will 
wish to receive the blood of Christ by means of an individual cup, but you may request
beforehand to be communed from the chalice if that is what you desire.
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 7) There will be no ushering for communion. If you wish to commune on a given Sunday, please
come up on your own, while being careful to remain at least six feet away from the others who
are coming up, or who are returning to their seats, while you are coming up or returning to your
seat. In general, those who wish to commune who are sitting closer to the front of the church,
should go up first; with other communicants who are sitting further back watching to see when it
would be their turn to go up. Communicants should go forward by means of the center aisle, and
should return to their seats by means of the side aisles. On their way back to their seats
communicants should place their empty cup in the basket located near the wall.
  
 8) It is acceptable if a communicant member who is worshiping at church each Sunday, chooses
not to commune each Sunday. It is also acceptable if a communicant member does choose to
commune each Sunday. And it is acceptable if a communicant member decides to refrain from
participation in the sacrament for a while, even if he or she is in attendance at the services.
Communicant members who do not at present wish to commune in the public service, or who are
not yet attending public services, may make an appointment with the pastor for private
communion at their homes or at the church, at any time they desire this. As a general principle,
there are no rules or expectations concerning individual communion frequency. The sacrament
will be available each Sunday, bu no one will be judged or criticized if he or she does not wish to
commune each Sunday.
  
 9) If you need to use the restroom, lock the door behind you after you enter, so that no one else
will be able to enter the restroom while you are using it. When you leave, please use the hand
sanitizer that is located in the corridor near the doors to the restroom (since you would have
needed to touch the doorknob and the lock on your way out). If you are waiting to use the
restroom while someone else is using it, please stand at the end of the corridor near the exit door,
so that the person who is in the restroom will not bump into you as he or she leaves.
  
10) There will be no refreshments after the service. An abbreviated Adult Bible class, and a
Sunday School class for children if necessary, will be held following the service. Sunday School
materials are also being made available to families with Sunday School age children, with the
expectation that parents will go through those materials with their children at home. The 7 p.m.
Thursday evening Internet Study Group, which uses the online Skype conferencing program,
also continues. Please contact the pastor if you want to be included in those online classes.
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NOTE: Since the adoption of this congregational policy, the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors adopted a more strict set of regulations, which do apply to the kind of gatherings
that take place at Redeemer Lutheran Church. With a few exceptions (such as for small children,
and for people with a diagnosed health condition or developmental disability), the county
supervisors have directed that “all persons within Maricopa County shall wear face coverings” in
various settings, including “while inside the enclosed area of any place of public
accommodation.” The supervisors also require the keeping of “6 feet of distance between
persons who are not in the same household” in these various settings. Houses of worship are not
singled out for special enforcement, but they are not exempted either. And a house of worship
certainly is a “place of public accommodation.” As St. Paul directs us to “be subject to the
governing authorities,” which are “God’s servant for your good” (Romans 13:1,4), we will
respect the civil regulations that have been adopted for the sake of public health in our county,
and wear a face covering and maintain social distance while inside the church – and while we are
in other public places in Maricopa County that are likewise covered by the regulations.
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