
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

     Holy Cross Day, on September 14, does not fall on a Sunday this year, and so this 

commemoration will not be observed publicly at our church this year. But on Wednesday, 

September 14, at home, you can set aside a little time to consider the history and meaning of this 

unique day, and in so doing observe it privately. One way in which you can do this, is to pause in 

your reading of this pastor’s column right now, but then pick it up again on September 14, and 

read it then, as your way of taking special note of the significance of that day. 

    The Festival of the Holy Cross, or Holy Cross Day, goes back to the fourth century, when 

Saint Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine the Great, visited the Holy Land to seek out the 

remains of the actual wooden cross on which Jesus had been crucified. She believed that she 

located this cross in the year 326. A few years later, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was built 

in Jerusalem on the site of the Lord’s crucifixion and burial. That church was dedicated on 

September 13. The following day, September 14, the “Holy Cross” relic which had been found 

by Saint Helena was ceremoniously placed within this new church. And that’s where Holy Cross 

Day comes from – not the day when the cross was found, but the day when the cross was placed 

into the church. After a while, this cross was broken up into many pieces, and these pieces were 

spread around to various places in the Christian world. In medieval Europe, with it craze for 

relics, there was much competition among various bishops and civil rulers to get a fragment of 

this “true cross.” Deception on the part of relics dealers was common, so that by the time of the 

Reformation, there were enough fragments of the Holy Cross in the reliquaries of Europe to 

build a giant house. 
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    Now, you might wonder why Holy Cross Day is on the Lutheran calendar. The Lutheran 

Reformation rejected not only the scandal of unscrupulous relics trafficking, but also the very 

concept that such objects have a special supernatural power connected to them – so that getting 

close to a relic would mean getting close to God. The Lord has attached such power, not to 

relics, but to the means of grace – that is, the preaching of the gospel and the administration of 

the sacraments. What the medieval church attributed to relics, we attribute to the Word of God. 

We know that God is close, that we are under his protection, and that he is helping us in our 

need, because of the promises that he makes to us through his Son Jesus Christ – and not because 

we pray in the presence of the bone of a saint, or kneel before a sliver of wood from the cross on 

which Jesus died. But there were many churches in Germany – which became Lutheran churches 

in the sixteenth century – that already bore the name “Church of the Holy Cross” or something 

similar. The most famous one is the Kreuzkirche in Dresden, where – You guessed it! – a 

purported piece of the true cross was venerated in the Middle Ages. So, the festival of the Holy 

Cross was not ignored or abandoned outright. But as with the doctrine and practice of the church 

in general, so too was the festival of the Holy Cross reformed – on the basis of the Scriptures, 

and in the spirit of the gospel. 

    For us, Holy Cross Day is not about the cross as a thing or object. Holy Cross Day is about 

what happened on the cross; and about what happens though the cross, and because of the cross, 

even now. Holy Cross Day has some similarities to Good Friday. But it also has some significant 

differences in its emphasis and focus. On Good Friday, we reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus 

Christ as a part of the sequence of saving acts that he fulfilled during his last week of earthly life. 

He ate the Last Supper with his disciples. He was arrested and tried. He was crucified. And on 

the third day, he was resurrected. The crucifixion was one of several specific events that needed 

to happen, so that God’s plan for our salvation could be unfolded and accomplished. But the 

crucifixion is also an overarching truth of the Christian faith, which touches – and brings 

definition to – every other aspect of that faith. The suffering and death of Jesus on the cross, for 

the forgiveness of our sins, can be seen as the central truth of the Christian faith – like the hub of 

a wagon wheel, which holds together all the spokes of the wheel. Holy Cross Day can remind us 

of this. The resurrection of Christ, as important and necessary as that is, should not be seen as an 

undoing or negation of the crucifixion. It is, rather, the glorification of the crucifixion, and a 

divine declaration to the world that the blessings of Christ’s crucifixion are now available to all. 

That’s why the nail marks and the spear mark are still visible on the resurrected body of Jesus. 

The risen Savior is not an “un-crucified Savior,” and the message that the church now preaches 

is not a message of an un-crucified Savior. 

    St. Paul certainly believed in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. He emphasized this over and 

over again. In his First Epistle to the Corinthians, for example, he wrote that “if Christ has not 

been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (15:14, ESV). But when Paul 

– in that same epistle – summarized the most fundamental component of the message that he was 

proclaiming, this is what he said: “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we 

preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles; but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (1:22-24). No 

one, from any cultural or philosophical background, would expect the agony and humiliation of a 

cross to be the place where God was doing his most powerful and most loving work. But it was. 

No one, whether Jew or Greek, would ever have imagined that knowing the meaning of the cross 

of Christ, is knowing the depth of all divine wisdom in Christ. But it is. 
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    Paul also wrote to the Corinthians: “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified” (2:2). If you are a Christian, the focus of your faith is the person and 

work of Jesus Christ – the Son of God and the Son of Man. And the central focus of the saving 

work of Jesus Christ, is what he did, and allowed to be done, on the cross. So, the preaching of 

Christ – when he is preached as he wants to be preached – is the preaching of the cross of Christ. 

Faith in Christ – as the one who justifies the ungodly – is faith in the message of his cross. And 

being a disciple of Christ, is daily taking up your cross, and daily following him. This is why the 

most ancient gesture that confesses one to be a baptized Christian, is the sign of the cross. This is 

why the universal symbol of Christianity is the cross. Whether it is ornamented or plain, whether 

it is a crucifix with a corpus on it or is without a statuary component, a cross always represents 

the cross. And it always represents the death of God’s Son upon the cross. 

    Do you want to know how displeasing your sins are to God? Look to the cross, where the one 

who bore your sins received their due punishment – in his flesh and in his soul. “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?,” is the rhetorical, prayerful question Jesus asks from the cross. 

The answer – which he knew – was because the world’s sin had been placed upon him; and 

because he had presented himself before the bar of divine justice clothed in this sin, inviting 

upon himself the hellish judgment that this sin – your sin, and my sin – deserved. Do you want to 

know that God really is willing to forgive you now, and that he will not hold your sins against 

you? Look to the cross, where the one who endured there the greatest injustice, prayed for his 

tormenters – and through them, for you - “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.” And listen to the words that he strains to speak at the end of his agony: “It is 

finished.” The penalty has been paid. The obligation has been fulfilled. The righteousness that 

avails before God – for you and for all people – has been established. The forgiveness of all sins 

has been won. 

    And do you want to know if you will be with Christ, after your life in this world has come to 

an end? Is there an eternal hope for you? Look to the cross, where the truest friend of sinners 

tells the penitent thief: “today you will be with me in paradise.” On that very day, this forgiven 

sinner would die. And yet he would live, with Christ. On the day you die – resting in Christ; and 

trusting in Christ – you, too, will live, with Christ. 

    The Christian life, as the Scriptures describe it, does not involve us in a search for the wood of 

the true cross – as sincere and well-intentioned as St. Helena’s search no doubt was. Instead, the 

Christian life involves us in a search for the saving power of the true cross. And we find that 

power in the gospel and sacraments of Christ; and in the invitation that he issues to us – in his 

gospel and sacraments - to believe in him, to trust in him, and to know that he watches over us 

always, and protects us always. We don’t need a relic of Christ, even one as significant as the 

true holy cross, because we have Christ himself: Christ crucified for sinners; Christ crucified for 

us.  

 

– Pastor Webber 
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Autumn Parish Education Schedule 
 

     The regular course of study 

of the Sunday School, and the 

Friday morning Bible Study, 

resume in September. The 

Friday Bible Study is still 

systematically going through the 

Book of Psalms. Psalm 74 will 

be the topic of study when the 

group resumes meeting on 

September 2, at 10 a.m., at the 

Muth residence in north 

Scottsdale. Bring alone your 

Bible, and join us! The Sunday 

Adult Class, and the 7 p.m. 

Thursday Internet Study Group – 

which do not go on hiatus for the 

summer – will continue as usual. 

Here is an overview of what the young people will be learning in Sunday School this month: 

    September 4: On this day Sunday School students will study “The Twelve Spies in Canaan.” 

We are like the faithless Israelites, doubting and revolting against God’s ways and direction. God 

forgave them and He forgives us our sins of disbelief through Christ who fought sin for us on the 

cross. Parents could ask, “How do we sometimes doubt God? What has God promised us?” 

    September 11: At the Jordan River, led by Joshua, Israel leaves the desert in the Sunday 

School lesson for this day entitled “Entering the Promised Land.” In Baptism, led by Christ, we 

leave behind the desert of sin, death, and Satan, so we may enter into the promised land of 

heaven. Parents might ask, “What did the Israelites create to remind them of their crossing into 

the Promised Land? What do you have to remind you of your Baptism?” 

    September 18: In Sunday School this week students will study “The Fall of Jericho.” We are 

reminded that God is our mighty fortress who delivers us from the false walls of our sin and 

saves us in the true Joshua (Jesus), that we might become and remain His people. Ask students, 

“What did the people of Jericho think their wall (fortress) would do for them? What does God 

our Fortress do for us?” 

    September 25: On this day Sunday School students will study Deborah, one of the Old 

Testament judges. Through Deborah, Barak, and Jael, God brought about victory for His people, 

and freed them from cruel oppression; through Christ’s death on the cross, God brought about 

our victory and freed us from sin, death, and the devil. Parents could ask, “How did God use 

Deborah to help His people? How does God help His people today?” 
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New Members 
 

     Three people became 

communicant members of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

on June 19: Stanzie Heine 

and Richard Norris by 

profession of faith, and 

Ellen Norris by the Rite of 

Adult Confirmation. Unfor-

tunately, almost immedi-

ately after their joining the 

church, Richard and Ellen 

moved away.� But Stanzie 

is still with us.☺ 

    

 

 

Artist’s rendition of Saint Helena’s finding of the “True Cross” in Jerusalem 
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An invitation from our friends at Deer Valley Lutheran Church... 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church  September 2016  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

    1 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

2 
10 a.m. 

Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence  

3 

4 
Pentecost 16 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

5 
 

6 7 8 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group  

9 
10 a.m. 

Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

10 

11 
Pentecost 17 

9 a.m. SW 

w/Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

12 
7 p.m. Church 

Council, at the 

church 

13 14 15 
Internet Study 

Group canceled 

 

Pr. Webber at 

ELS Visitors’ 

Conference, 

Eagan, MN 

16 
Bible Study 

canceled 

 

Pr. Webber 

at ELS 

Visitors’ 

Conference, 

Eagan, MN 

17 
Pr. Webber 

speaking at 

the “Luther 

Days” 

conference, 

Somers, 

WI 

18 
Pentecost 18 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies Guild after 

the service  

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

19 20 
 

21 22 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

23 
10 a.m. 

Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence  

24 

25 
Pentecost 19 

9 a.m. SW 

w/Spoken 

Communion  

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

26 27 
7 p.m. Elders 

meeting  

28 29 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group  

30 
10 a.m. 

Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence  

 

 

Abbreviations: 

DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, usually on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 

Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service 

usually on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 
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Phone: 480-585-7002 

Or: 480-621-7394 

Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

We're on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


