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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:15 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
  

The insurance company
through which my health coverage is
provided gave our congregation an
unexpected gift. Due to overall
reductions in the healthcare costs of
their policyholders – in this time of
pandemic – one of our premium
payments was waived. Redeemer
congregation, and its member
families, are thankful that we have not
experienced the kind of financial
hardships that many are suffering.
And so the church council decided to
pass on this unexpected blessing to
Christian brothers and sisters who are
truly in need of these funds, and not
simply to absorb the financial benefit
of this premium waiver into our own
local finances. So, a decision was
made to donate $1,000 to the Lutheran Theological Seminary – Nyamira, to help pay the costs of the special
celebration that the seminary and its sponsoring church body want to hold on the occasion of the graduation of
the seminary’s first class. In conjunction with their graduation, the students will also be ordained for service as
pastors in the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of Kenya to which they have been called.

This is the seminary program in which I and several other ELS pastors have been serving as online
instructors, and so there is a sense in which our congregation has a special relationship with this seminary.
Jesus said: “give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you” (Luke 6:38, ESV).
This doesn’t mean that God will give us money as a reward for our giving money to the Kenyans. Rather, God
will give us something much more valuable than money. He will fill us with the joy that comes from knowing
that he has used us as a conduit of blessing for others. As St. Paul told the Ephesian elders, “we must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive’” (Acts 20:35, ESV).
  

– Pastor Webber
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Rescuing the Lost!
  

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. government ordered 110,000 people of Japanese descent
into internment camps. Yet when offered the chance to join the Army, many Japanese Americans jumped at
the opportunity to prove their loyalty. Hundreds ended up in the 100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat
Team, a Japanese American unit that saw some of the hardest fighting of WWII.

Perhaps their finest hour came in October 1944 in the Vosges Mountains of France, where the
Germans had surrounded 211 U.S. soldiers on a ridgetop. “Medical supplies low, no rations for three

days…need ammunition,” the desperate
Americans radioed. News reports called
surrounded soldiers the “Lost Battalion.” The
100th/442nd got orders to save them.

The men started into the hills in darkness
so thick, each grasped the man ahead to keep from
losing the way. As they climbed the steep, forested
slopes, the Germans opened fire. “I had never seen
men get cut down so fast, so furiously,” one GI
remembered. They pushed forward a yard at a
time.

Two days later, on October 29, the
exhausted soldiers charged up the slope they
dubbed “Suicide Hill” in a last effort to break the
German line. “I didn’t think about dying,” a
private later said. “I had a job to do.” On October

30 the men of the Lost Battalion saw Americans where Germans had been. The 100th/442nd had arrived…the
Americans were saved!

“I had never seen men get cut down so fast, so furiously.” Those are haunting words, and they remind
us of another battle in which not a few, but everyone was cut down so fast, and it happened in the Garden of
Eden.

When Adam and Eve disobediently ate the forbidden fruit, they were spiritually cut down
immediately…. and like a slow acting poison, that sin ultimately led to their physical death as well. 
With Adam’s bite, sin came into the world and became a part of all people’s very nature. 

Indeed, David tells us in Psalm 51 that at the moment of our conception, all people are cut down by
the inherited sin that brings spiritual and physical death. 

All of humanity was trapped on the ridgetop, surrounded by sin and death, with no hope of their own
of ever breaking free of their certain and eternal doom.

But God, in His incredible love, took pity upon the lost, and sent the only regiment that could save
mankind from an eternity in hell. And that regiment was made up of just one man; the God-Man Jesus Christ.

God’s one and only Son came down from heaven on a mission: to live a perfect life, to die for the sins
of all people, and to rise from the grave victorious! 

Like the 100th/442nd, Jesus Christ also had a job to do! He
served as the second Adam, who never once succumbed to the
devil’s temptations; whose perfect life and innocent death, along
with His resurrection from the tomb, brought forgiveness, new life,
and life everlasting to all who would believe in Him!

Scripture is clear: “All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God” and “the wages of sin is death, BUT THE GIFT OF
GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.” (Ro.
3:23, 6:23).

Repent of your sins, believe in Christ for your forgiveness and salvation, and receive the life He has to
give!
  

– from the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
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Jocelyn Scott’s Passing
  

Jocelyn Anderson Scott, wife of Ernest Scott and a communicant member of
Redeemer, passed into the nearer presence of Christ on August 16. For many months
she battled the pancreatic cancer that eventually took her from this world. In this battle
she valued the loving support of her husband, and especially valued the grace and
strength that her Savior gave her. Even during the coronavirus pandemic, her regular
visits to the hospital for medical treatment were accompanied by regular visits to the
Lord’s house, where she and Ernie received the “medicine of immortality” in the
blessed sacrament of Jesus’ body and blood. A memorial service, not yet scheduled,
will be held at some point in the future. “And I heard a voice from heaven saying,

‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!’” (Revelation 14:13, ESV)

  
Camille McIver Graduates
  

Congratulations to Redeemer member Camille McIver, who graduated on August 28 from
the Chamberlain University School of Nursing in Phoenix, with the degree of Bachelor of
Science in Nursing. She also passed her National Council of State Boards of Nursing
examination, and so is now a Registered Nurse. Camille previously had graduated also
from Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas.

  
God is Still Speaking
  

Walking through a small town recently, I saw a large banner on a local church that read, “God is Still
Speaking.” The banner, which was advocating a change in teaching on a particular topic, implied that God has
not finished telling us what He wants us to know. God is still speaking, but He is not changing what He has

always said. God still speaks to us—through His Word, the
Bible.

Our culture has abandoned the idea of objective truth
and, unfortunately, many Christian leaders have fallen for the
notion that God’s Word is changeable, that we can mold it to
fit what we might like it to say. Sadly, the Christian Church
has dealt with this problem since its beginning. The Apostle
Paul, by inspiration, warned of this already in the book of
Acts:  I know that after my departure savage wolves, who will
not spare the flock, will come in among you. Even from your
own group men will rise up, twisting the truth in order to draw
away disciples after them (Acts 20:29-30 EHV). And he again
warned Timothy and us: There will come a time when people

will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, because they have itching ears, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers in line with their own desires (2 Timothy 4:3 EHV).

If you are struggling with whether or not you are being taught the truth, you are not alone. When the
Apostle Paul and Silas preached in Berea, we are told: The Bereans were more noble-minded than the
Thessalonians. They received the word very eagerly and examined the Scriptures every day to see if these
things were so (Acts 17:11 EHV). The Bereans are commended for comparing Paul’s teachings with God’s
Word. You can and should do the same. Preaching and teaching should never contradict and should never call
into doubt what the Bible teaches.

In the end, the idea that God is still speaking and changing His own teachings is no different than
Satan’s question to Eve: “Did God really say…?” God has spoken. He has spoken and continues to speak only

3



through His Holy Word. Through that Word, the Bible, we learn of our own sin, of our rejection of God and
His will. And we learn what our God has done for us: He sent His only Son, Jesus, to save us. Jesus was born
and lived without sin in our place. He gave His life in payment for all our sins—all the times we refused to
listen to God’s Word. And He physically rose from the dead, guaranteeing that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice
for all our sins. God has spoken and is still speaking through the Word alone.
  

– Paul Fries

A Pastoral Voice from the Past for Our Present Perils
  

“If need or affliction in temporal things comes, which many of us both have
experienced and will experience, then He wants us to seek help with Him and through
Him, in His name, with the Father. He wants us to learn that even if we use the
abilities and means He has given us, we should still entrust ourselves to Him alone. He
knows exactly what we are like, both in our hearts and in our homes. He knows our
circumstances. He knows what earthly possessions we have, how we use them, and
what is good for us to have. He is at every sickbed and knows all our pains.

My dear listeners, do you usually talk to Him about what is in your heart? Do
you think perhaps that those things are too trivial, that there’s no use to talk with Him
about such things, that they are just temporal things, and so on? Beware of such
thoughts, dear friend! … He didn’t think that it was too trivial for His concern when
He helped various sick people, when He restored children to their parents, when He
was concerned about food for those in the wilderness. Yes, He even provided wine for
those at the wedding in Cana.

So, talk to Him, pray to Him in all your concerns, ask Him for help in all your afflictions and then wait
for His help. But don’t expect that He will help you in the exact way that you figured out. …

He sends us tribulations and the various needs, in order to teach us through them to ask for comfort
and relief. And then when our conscience is also awakened by the tribulations, and our sins confront us, then
He also appears to us through the Word and lets us hear and learn what it is to have as Savior and Shepherd
the One who has all things in His hands and who came into the world to save sinners.”
  

– Ulrik Villem Koren
  

(Sermon on John 6:1-15 for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, in U. V. Koren’s Works, Vol. 1 [translated and
edited by Mark DeGarmeaux] [Lutheran Synod Book Company, 2013], pp. 159-63)
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
October 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

Internet Study Group 7pm

4 Pentecost 18 5 6 7 8 9 10

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:15am

Internet Study Group 7pm

11 Pentecost 19 12 13 14 15 16 17

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/
Congregational Forum
10:15am

Quarterly
Voters’
meeting
7pm

ELS Southwest Circuit
Pastors’ Winkel 8:30am

Internet Study Group 7pm

18 St. Luke 19 20 21 22 23 24

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:15am

Internet Study Group 7pm

25 Reformation 26 27 28 29 30 31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:15am

Internet Study Group 7pm
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October 2020
   

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
   

    
_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to

administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the church’s website, and on the church’s YouTube page.
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