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How old is Lutheranism? The most common answer one would probably get 

to that question is that Lutheranism originated at the time of the Lutheran 
Reformation, in the sixteenth century. So, it’s almost 500 years old. In some 
ways that is true. Lutheranism as a distinct movement in church history can be 
traced to the posting of the 95 Theses in 1517, and to the presentation of the 
Augsburg Confession in 1530. 
     But remember that what happened in the sixteenth century was a 
reformation, not a creation. What was reformed in 1517 or 1530 already 
existed before that. And the Lutheran Reformation was indeed a reformation 
of what was already there. Before the 95 Theses or the Augsburg Confession, 
the Word of God was already there. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were 
already there. The Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Office of the Keys were already there. 
     To be sure, there were many places in Europe where these divine gifts and 
these divine truths had become disfigured and obscured. There was much 
confusion and darkness in Christendom. Very often, the clergy either misused 
their authority, or neglected their duties. That’s why a reformation was 
necessary. But it was indeed a reformation that was needed, not the invention 
of something new. And a reformation is what God brought about, 
providentially, through a gifted monk and pastor named Martin Luther; 
through a learned scholar named Philip Melanchthon; and through all the 
faithful Christians who said “amen” to the Biblical gospel of Jesus Christ – 
the Savior and justifier of sinners – that they proclaimed. 
     So, how old is Lutheranism? Lutheranism, in its essence, is as old as the 
Christian faith. It is as old as the gospel. It is as old as the church of Jesus 
Christ. This church, at the institutional level, was indeed in need of reform in 
the sixteenth century. And it was reformed, as it needed to be, by the authority 
of the Word of God. But what was reformed in this way had been founded by 
its Head and Bridegroom on the Day of Pentecost, and has been preserved and 
guided by Christ ever since. 
     “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away by diverse 
and strange teachings...” (Hebrews 13:7-9a, ESV) 
 
Pastor Webber 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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House Blessings 
     A house blessing at the residence of Julie Martinez in Phoenix will be held on Friday, October 18, at 7 
p.m. All members and friends of the congregation are invited. Refreshments will be served. Ask Julie for 
directions. 
     Another house blessing will be held at the residence of Ron and Erica Olson in Mesa on Sunday, October 
20, at 3 p.m. All members and friends of the congregation are invited to the house blessing, and are also 
invited to stay for Eron’s first birthday party, which starts at 4 p.m. Ask Ron or Erica for directions, and for 
the special parking instructions that you will need to be aware of. Food and beverages will be served. RSVP 
by October 13 if you plan to attend. You may reach them by calling (480) 818-9372, or you may email Erica 
at erica.m.olson@gmail.com 
 

 

WELS Reformation Service 
The members of Redeemer are invited to the Area Reformation Service, sponsored by the congregations of 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod in the Phoenix region, on November 3, at 4 p.m. The service will 
be held at Arizona Lutheran Academy, 6036 South 27th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85041. 
 

 

Special Events on Reformation Sunday 
 
     After the 9 a.m. Divine Service for the Festival of the Reformation, on October  27, we will be treated to a 
special informational power-point presentation by Mr. Khaled Hannoona, on the life, culture, religious 
traditions, and artistry of the Christian community in Bethlehem and the surrounding area, in the Holy Land. 
Mr. Hannoona is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Beit Sahour, a village near Bethlehem 
which is the site of the appearance of the angels to the shepherds on the night Jesus was born. The Christians 
of the Bethlehem area, and especially of Beit Sahour, are known the world over for their high quality, hand-
carved olivewood religious art. Mr. Hannoona himself is a highly skilled wood-carver. He resides in Beit 
Sahour, but often travels to the United States as an agent for the Christian artists of the Bethlehem area, to 
make their artwork available here. (There will be no Adult Class on this day.) 
     Following this presentation, the traditional Oktoberfest luncheon, sponsored by the Redeemer Ladies 
Guild, will be held. A sign-up sheet for those who plan to bring food items for the Oktoberfest is available in 
the fellowship room. 
 
 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Beit Sahour 
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Member Interview: Quinton Callies 
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant) 

 

 

Erica: I know you're a doctor, and that you've retired, but I don't know 
what kind of medicine you practiced. What was your area of expertise?   
 
Quinton: My background as a doctor dates to1960 when I received my 
medical degree from the University of Wisconsin. I trained as a specialist 
in internal medicine followed by further specializing in allergy and 
immunology at the University of Michigan in the 1960s. For many years I 
practiced in both fields, but I preferred to treat patients with allergies. I 
moved from Michigan to Minnesota and affiliated with the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, MN. This was followed by a transfer to Scottsdale in 1987 
when I, along with 26 other Mayo specialists, first opened the Mayo 

facility here in Scottsdale. Mayo Clinic was not well accepted in Scottsdale initially, but with time we 
proved ourselves, and have subsequently grown to an expanded campus, including a Mayo hospital. 
 
Erica: How many years did you practice?  
 
Quinton: I practiced medicine over 30 years, last having seen patients at Mayo in 2003, prior to back 
surgery. 
 
Erica: Do you miss it?  
 
Quinton: Yes and no. I have had the opportunity of working as a volunteer at a hospice seeing people at an 
"end of life" in-patient facility, which still, for me, was very rewarding. I volunteered three times a week up 
until 2011. This allowed me a long transition from Practice days to volunteer days to no further contact with 
medicine. My back pain again has curtailed my activities to the point I now do a lot of sitting. At my current 
age I can say I no longer miss medicine. I rely on my daughter, also an internist, to keep me current on 

things I need to know. 
 
Erica: What was wrong with your back that required surgery? 
 
Quinton: A back injury eventually resulted in significant arthritis of the spine termed spinal 
stenosis. Significant lumbar spine outlet narrowing for nerves led to leg pains for which surgery was the 
only answer to prevent being forced into a wheel chair. The surgery was successful, however other areas of 
my spine are now "acting up" and despite taking arthritis medication, I live with limitations though I do not 
require a wheelchair. 
 
Erica: Where are you from originally? 
 
Quinton: I grew up on a Wisconsin dairy farm, and I was the only one in my family to attend a university.  
 
Erica: Tell me about your wife and family.  
 
Quinton: My first wife died of cancer. I remarried in 1992 to my current wife, Ann, who also is retired [from 
teaching] but still teaches as a substitute in the Scottsdale school district. We have 3 children and 6 … 
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Member Interview (continued from Page 3) 
grandchildren, some here and some in Minnesota. My daughter in Minneapolis is an internist in charge of a 
residency program at Abbot-Northwestern hospital. She has two adult children: one an elementary school 
teacher, and the other a junior at St. Olaf College. Our other two children live in Scottsdale and Phoenix. 
When I remarried, I gained two stepchildren: a daughter living in Scottsdale who has a 15 year old, and a 
stepson in Phoenix who has 3 children, ages 8, 5, and 2 years.  I should also mention our French bulldog, Zoe, 
who occupies an important addition to our family ever since she was given to us almost two years ago. 
Amongst my family and acquaintances, my wife is known for her culinary skills, and Sunday family dinners 
are seldom missed.  I have enjoyed being a baker and down at hospice I was known as the "muffin man" 
because of the treats I would bring to the staff on my visits. 
 
Erica: Yes, and we have enjoyed your treats at church on occasion, too! They are very tasty! You must be 
very proud of your daughter for following in your footsteps. Did she always want to be a doctor?  
 
Quinton: She decided on her own to become a doctor. I am very proud of her accomplishments. She lost a 
mother and a brother when she was in college. 
 
Erica: Do you get to visit with your family very often?  
 
Quinton: We see the Minnesota family about once yearly, but see the families in Arizona quite frequently. 
 
Erica: I know you have an interesting hobby: cross-stitch and needlepoint. Your work is pretty amazing! Tell 
me about how you got started with that and the kinds of projects you like to work on. 
 
Quinton: Because of my ever-increasing back problems, I have resorted to a "plan B" with my activities since 
the majority of my time during the day is best done in the sitting position. I read some but I have found my 
best satisfaction [is in] needlework projects.  Initially it was cross-stitch, but I soon transferred over to 
needlepoint.  I have stitched framed patterns for all the grandchildren. I even went so far as to stitch a fairly 
large work for Mayo Clinic entitled  "E Pluribus Unum" in a spread eagle design donated last December as a 
framed piece under glass. 
  
Erica: Do people ever commission you to work on projects for them?  
 
Quinton: No. All my work is purely gifting. I am currently two thirds completing a relatively small size 
"Adoration of the Magi" which I hope to have completed and framed in time for Epiphany as a gift to 
Redeemer 2014. 
 
Erica: What else do you like to do in your spare time?  
 
Quinton: Because of my physical limitations, biking, hiking I can no longer do. However I enjoy water 
walking in our large community pool.  Walking our dog is still a must. 
 
 Erica: Where in the valley do you live? Does it take you long to get to church?  
 
Quinton: I live in far north Scottsdale. It takes me no more than 10 minutes to reach Redeemer. 
 
Erica: How long have you been attending Redeemer?   
 

(continued on Page 5) 
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Member Interview (continued from Page 4) 
Quinton: When my wife and I built our home in Terravita, a gated community with [a] golf course and with miles of walking trails 
in 1997, we decided we needed to find another church home, having both been members at Shepherd of the Desert church. We both 
joined in 1998, and my wife moved over to Desert Foothills Lutheran Church later. 
 
Erica: What was your religious background prior to joining the ELS? 
 
Quinton: I was raised in the Wisconsin Synod. Following my marriage in 1958, I [was also] associated with the Missouri Synod 
Lutheran church. 
 
Erica: What made you decide to join Redeemer?  
 
Quinton: At the time in 1998, we felt the most comfortable at Redeemer, since we both had been raised in a very conservative, 
confessional Lutheran church.  We recognized the liturgy we grew up with as being the same, so why not join? 
 
Erica: Is there anything about the church that you'd like to see change or improve? 
 
Quinton: I appreciate the well-developed sermons of a professorial nature that may not suit everyone, but it is undeniable that the 
law and gospel are taught. This speaks to me. 
 
Erica: Do you occupy an office within the church, or have you in the past?   
 
Quinton: For a number of years I was a member of the church council, holding the office of church secretary, now held by Dan 
Morehouse. 
 
Erica: What do you like best about our church? 
 
Quinton: The mix is coming back, both young and old members.  Up until the last few years, it seemed like we had a 
preponderance of old fuddy-duddies around, my being one of these. 
 
Erica: Yes, it's very nice to see all the kids in church now. There are a number of new members and those who may decide to 
become members. What would you like to say to them?   
 
Quinton: We would invite them to hear God's message in pure and simple language.  We are God's family here at Redeemer. 
 
Erica: Since there are so many new people, I'm sure most of them haven't had a chance to meet or get to know you very well. Is 
there anything we haven't discussed that you would like them and/or others to know about you?  
 
Quinton: Everyone will sustain a test of their faith sometime during their life. Mine came after I lost my first wife due to cancer, 
and shortly thereafter I lost my only son, age 20. My faith sustained me with the help of family and pastoral care. As a result I had 
the good fortune of setting up a scholarship in perpetuity at St. Olaf College for deserving students, and I derive comfort in getting 
to know the recipients of that scholarship each year. Your test may be equally challenging, but having the Lord be in charge is the 
best outcome anyone can hope for. 
 
Erica: That's very true, and very good advice. You are a very giving and caring person. I can't imagine losing someone so young as 
you did when your son died, but what an amazing way to honor his memory. What made you decide to offer a perpetual 
scholarship?  
 
Quinton: My [first] wife held some stock in Chi-Chis, [which] performed well in the restaurant business, and which underwent a 
number of stock splits. When she died, I donated the stock to St. Olaf’s College, and through their investing the proceeds of that 
stock we were able to set up a scholarship in Jon's honor for three deserving students each year to assist their tuition payment. 
 
Erica: What an amazing opportunity that is for them, and such a generous gift on your part! Thank you so much for allowing me to 
interview you. It’s truly been a pleasure. 
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Matching Challenge 
     Another $5,000 matching challenge has been proposed to the members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, by an anonymous donor, for the paying down of the principle on the mortgage that is held by the 
trustees of the synod. This matching challenge will be in effect for the months of October, November, and 
December. Special offerings and gifts designated for mortgage reduction that are received during these 
months will be doubled by this match (up to the amount of $5,000). We are once again very grateful for the 
generosity of this donor, and for the encouragement that this generosity provides to all of us. 
 
 

Ladies’ Guild News 
 

     Mark your calendars! The annual Oktoberfest for Reformation will be held on Sunday, October 27. The 
Ladies Guild will be supplying Johnsonville grillers and beer. A sign-up sheet for additional food to be 
brought is in the fellowship hall. This is another great time for fellowship. 
     Thanks go out to the people who have been setting up the coffee and treats on Sunday mornings. We still 
need more people to sign up. Also, we thank those who have brought the “goodies” that have been served on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Angie Kohlgraf 
Ladies Guild President 
 
 
 
 

Baptism 
 

 

Baptized during the service on 
September 15: Ava Louise Morehouse, 
daughter of Daniel and Lexine 
Morehouse. Sponsors were David 
Morehouse and Ronald & Erica Olson. 
 
“Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2:38-39, ESV) 
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Devotion: “Create in Me, a Thankful Heart” 
  
At this time of year, when we celebrate the national 
holiday of Thanksgiving, may we have a thankful 
heart, as a way of life, not just a day in November. 

 

I will extol You, my God, O King; And I will 

bless Your name forever and ever. Every day I 

will bless You. And I will praise Your name 

forever and ever. Great is the Lord, and 

greatly to be praised; And His greatness is 

unsearchable. Psalm 145 1-3 
 
     Psalm 145 in its entirety is full of action words 
for a Christian life. David uses words such as praise, 

extol, speak, meditate, tell, proclaim, celebrate, 

and joyfully sing. These words express our 
thankfulness for all that our gracious God provides 
for us in our earthly life. 
     What led David to write this Psalm of praise? We 
know from David’s life that not all of his days were 
filled with praise and thanks. One only has to go 
back to Psalm 51; a psalm David wrote after the 
prophet Nathan confronted him about his sin with 
Bathsheba. Here David’s song was one of sorrow 
and repentance. He asks God for a clean heart. The 
God who created in David a clean heart is the same 
creator God of the universe who provides all our 
earthly needs as well. The forgiveness that David 
received strengthened his faith and led him back to a 
life of praise and thanksgiving. 
     We like David need God’s forgiveness in Christ. 
We too must repent and ask for a clean heart. God’s 
forgiveness transforms us. The promise we have that 
our sins are forgiven leads us to lives filled with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
praise and thanks. Like David, God has taken care 
of our greatest need, the need for forgiveness and 
the promise of eternal life in heaven. 
     With our greatest need accomplished through the 
redemptive work of our Lord and Savior, we can 
rejoice with David and be assured that God will 
provide all that we need in this life.  He will always 
give to us at the perfect time. St. Paul writes in 
Romans 8:32 “He who did not spare His Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?” 
     Our daily needs are no problem! We have a God 
who is near. He hears and fulfills. Our faith is an 
open hand – a life lived for Jesus is a life always 
acknowledging the author and giver of salvation 
who also sustains our earthy life. 
      
A Truly Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
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What’s Online 
      A PDF version of the Valley Evangel newsletter is always posted online, on Redeemer’s website. If you 
would rather not receive a paper copy of the newsletter each month, but would instead prefer to download it 
from the Internet, or view it online, please inform the Pastor. He will then put you on the email notification 
list, to inform you when a new issue is ready for downloading or viewing. The pertinent webpage is: 
www.redeemerscottsdale.org/newsletter.html 
     Remember, too, that MP3 audio recordings of the entire Sunday service are posted each week on the 
church website, and are kept there for approximately a month. Please avail yourself of these recordings when 
you miss church. You may also refer your unchurched friends to them as an evangelistic outreach, and refer 
your shut-in Christian friends to them for their edification. The pertinent webpage is: 
www.redeemerscottsdale.org/recordings.html 
 

 
“Since then your serene Majesty and your Lordships seek a simple answer, I will give it in this 
manner, neither horned nor toothed. Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by 
clear reason (for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that 
they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and 
my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, since it is 
neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. Amen." 
   
― Martin Luther (Reply at the Diet of Worms, April 18, 1521) 

 
What or who had influenced Luther’s way of formulating his famous protestation? In the fifth century, St. 
Augustine had written these words to St. Jerome: “I have learned to do only those books that are called the 
holy Scriptures the honor of believing firmly that none of their writers has ever erred. All others I so read as 
not to hold what they say to be the truth unless they prove it to me by holy Scripture or clear reason.” 

 



27 
Reformation Sunday 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/Special Presentation on 
Bethlehem 

Oktoberfest luncheon after presentation 

20 
Pentecost 22 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ Meeting after AC (rescheduled) 
3 p.m. House Blessing at the Olson 
residence, followed by Eron Olson’s 

first birthday party 

13 
Pentecost 21 
9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. SS/Congregational Forum 
 

6 
Pentecost 20 

9 a.m. DS  
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

Sunday 

28 

21 

14 
7 p.m. 
Quarterly 

Voters’ 
Meeting at the 

church 

7 
 

 
 

Monday 

29 
 

22 
 

15 
 

8 
 

1 

Tuesday 

30 

23 
 

16 
 

9 
 

2 

Wednesday 

31 
7 p.m. Internet Study 
Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

24 
7 p.m. Internet Study 
Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

17 
7 p.m. Internet Study 
Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

10 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

(Note time change) 

3 
Internet Study Group 

canceled 

Thursday 

 

25 
10 a.m. Bible Study 
at the Muth 

residence 

18 
10 a.m. Bible Study at 
the Muth residence 
   

7 p.m. House Blessing 
at the Martinez 

residence 

11 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 
residence 

4 
Bible Study canceled 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

26 

19 
 

12 
 

5 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

October 2013 



 

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, October 2013 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 
lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


