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From the Pastor’s Desk 

The divinely-authorized marks of the 

church – and consequently the 
defining mission of the church – are 
the preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments. 
Everything that goes on in our 
worship is for the purpose of 
facilitating, and implementing, that 
mission. We are told in Acts 2:42 that 
the earliest Christians in Jerusalem 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers” 
(ESV). The Large Catechism also 
teaches us that “Places, times, 
persons, and the entire outward order 
of worship have therefore been 
instituted and appointed in order that 
God’s Word may exert its power 
publicly” (I:94, Kolb/Wengert). This 
all means, therefore, that the church 
does not exist for the purpose of 
socializing. It exists for the purpose 
of bringing the Word of life to lost 
sinners, and for the purpose of 
nurturing Christians, in their faith, 
with the Word of God. 
     But when the Word of God has 
done its work, and has brought us into 
union with Christ our Savior, that 
Word also brings us into union with 
each other. This means that there is a 
social dimension to the life of any 
healthy Christian congregation. The 
social dimension is not the defining 
purpose of the church, but the social 
dimension does inevitably flow out 
from the marks of the church, when 
those marks are present and active. 
     At Redeemer, the time for 
fellowship and refreshments that we 
enjoy after each service is a time 

when I have seen many examples of 
the members, friends, and guests of 
the congregations enjoying each 
other’s company, encouraging each 
other, comforting each other, 
rejoicing with each other, and in 
general just getting better acquainted 
with each other and expressing a 
mutual interest in each other’s well-
being. In all the various 
circumstances of life – the ups and 
downs, the good times and the 
challenging times – our church 
friends do show that they care about 
us. 
     And then, after we have had our 
coffee and snacks, the Adult Class is 
a time when we remain together, to 
learn together, and to discuss the 
Bible together. The class is less 
formal than the Liturgy. And so, even 
though the Word of God remains at 
the center, there are opportunities for 
personal interaction, for a little 
humor, and for a continuation of the 
building of wholesome and rewarding 
relationships that are inspired by the 
Gospel of Christ, and that embody the 
love of Christ which the Gospel 
makes known to us. 
     Visitors to our congregation have 
often remarked that they can see that 
the members here care about each 
other in these ways. And they have 
also often remarked that they, even as 
new people, were nevertheless 
immediately drawn into the 
community of caring that is 
Redeemer Lutheran Church. These 
positive social experiences are not 
things of which we can or should 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued 
from Page 1) 

Ladies’ Guild News 

  
boast. They are things for which we should be 
thankful, because they are gifts from God. They are 
gifts that are bestowed upon us, and worked within 
us, by the preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments. And they are gifts 
that I would invite everyone to enjoy, as much as 
you can. 
     And so, please do come to church on Sunday 
mornings. Worship the Lord in the splendor of 
holiness. Hear and believe the preaching of the 
message of Christ, and be nurtured in your faith by 
the body and blood of Christ. And then stay. Stay 
for the fellowship and refreshments. Stay for the 
Adult Class. You will not regret it! 
 
– Pastor Webber 

     Reformation Sunday is October 28. The Ladies 
Guild will be hosting the Oktoberfest luncheon after 
the Adult Bible Class and Sunday School. We will 
be providing the bratwurst and beer. A sign-up sheet 
for other types of food to bring is in the fellowship 
hall. Everyone is welcome! Invite your friends. It is 
a great time for fellowship. Please make a special 
note on your calendars for the event. 
     Sunday morning fellowship note: We know 
everyone enjoys the goodies after church services. 
You are welcome to bring something at anytime. It 
can be home-made or purchased. If we have too 
much it will be frozen for use at a later date. All 
donations are most appreciated. Thank you for your 
help. 
 
– Angie Kohlgraf 
   Ladies’ Guild President 

Some Thoughts for the 
Reformation 

     The Evangelical Catholic is a glorious Church; it 
holds and conforms itself chiefly to the Sacraments. 
The Evangelical Reformed is a glorious Church; it 
holds and conforms itself chiefly to the Word of 
God. More glorious than both is the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; it holds and conforms itself both 
to the Sacraments and the Word of God. Into this 
Lutheran Church both the others are developing, 
even without the intentional aid of men. But the way 
of the ungodly shall perish, says David (Ps. 1:6). – 
Claus Harms (Theses 92-95. 1817.) 
 
     Our [Lutheran] Church has a terrible battle 
before her, but with her great divine principles and 
God blessing her, she need not fear the issue. The 
true Church will always be relatively a little flock, 
but it will be none the less the hope of the world. – 
Charles Porterfield Krauth (Letter to Matthias Loy. 
1876.) 
 

Debt Retirement Update 

     An anonymous donor has pledged to match up to 
$5,000 of any special offerings, designated for the 
retirement of Redeemer’s debt, that are received 
during the months of October, November, and 
December.  
     We are grateful for another instance of this kind 
of generous encouragement to the members and 
friends of the congregation, to help us in addressing 
this financial obligation. This matching challenge 
pertains only to offerings that are designated for debt 
retirement, and not to our regular offerings toward 
ordinary operating expenses. 
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Devotion: “Who? Me?” 

  
 The Lord had 
said to Abram, 

“Leave your 
country, your 

people and your 
 Father’s 

household and go 
to the land I will 

show you. 
Genesis 12:1 

 
     Who Me? Those 
words never crossed 
Abram’s lips when God 
called him.  We are told 
that at the age of 
seventy-five Abram, his 
wife Sarai and his 
nephew Lot set out for 
the land of Canaan.  
Trusting God, with out 
question, Abram left his 
country, his people, and 
his father’s household behind.  
     Another great example is a prophet named 
Isaiah. In the book of Isaiah chapter 6 we read that 
the Lord God came to Isaiah in a vision and called 
to him saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will 

go for us? ” And without hesitation Isaiah replied, 
“Here am I. Send me!”  Right there on the spot he 
answered God’s call. Those prophets in the Old 
Testament really set a good example, didn’t they? 
God called and they answered.  
     In the New Testament God continued to call 
faithful followers out of the darkness of sin and into 

the wonderful light of 
salvation. Jesus said to 
some fishermen, “Come, 

follow me,” Once again, 
there was no hesitation. 
“At once they left their 

nets and followed him.” 

(Mark 1:17) 
     Still today, two 
thousand years later, 
God continues to call 
people to that wonderful 
light of salvation.  But 
we can’t do it on our 
own, our call to faith 
comes only through the 
Word of God and the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
The call to faith is part 
of God’s plan of 
salvation.  According to 
His plan God sent Jesus 
to do the work for us.  
Jesus died on the cross 
to earn for us the 

forgiveness of all our sins and He is still with us just 
as He promised, “Lo, I will be with you always, 
even to the end of the ages.” (Matthew 28:20)  
Those who believe in Jesus look forward to eternal 
life in heaven. 
 
“God desires all people to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4)  
 
“Who me?”   
Yes, indeed, you. 
 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
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Member Interview: Carole Clingan  
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Valley Evangel Editorial Assistant) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Erica: How long have you been a member at 
Redeemer? 
 
Carole: I’m not really sure. I started at Sun of 
Righteousness Lutheran Mission in Queen Creek. 
And I guess I’ve been a member about five years 
now. [Ed.: This is correct.] 
 
Erica: So, when did you start going up to the church 
in Scottsdale? 
 
Carole: When we closed the mission in Queen Creek. 
I think it was a couple of years ago, maybe three. 
[Ed.: it was two years ago in July.] My brother [Joe 
Quint] originally told me about Redeemer. He told 
me it had the traditional services like they were when 
we were younger. It was liturgical, and not a lot of 
clapping and other things that most of the churches 
have now. He took me up to Redeemer, or we met up 
at Redeemer, and the first time I was there, I think Pr. 
Webber had gone to India and come back and was 
really ill, so my brother was kind of upset because I 
couldn’t hear a sermon by Pr. Webber. So, Daniel 
North read the sermon that Sunday, and it was also 
the day of the Oktoberfest, so it was a really 
interesting time the first time I went up there. And 
then, a couple of weeks later, I went down to the 
mission, and I kept going to the mission because it 
was five miles closer to my house. 
 
Erica: So, did you not have to transfer your 
membership when the Queen Creek mission closed? 
 
Carole: I was going to a church in California and then 

we moved to Arizona, so I never really established 
membership. So, when they got the information from 
California [Pr. Webber saw] that I was confirmed, 
but didn’t look like I was really considered a 
member.  
 
Erica: Now, was it the LCMS that you grew up in? 
 
Carole: Yes, LCMS in California. Actually, I 
remember when I was a younger child, my mother 
was a Methodist, so we were going to a Methodist 
church, and then my father was in the LCMS. He was 
an immigrant, raised in St. Louis, and he went to 
parochial school there. Then my father’s mother, my 
grandmother, came to live with us for a while there, 
and she wanted to go to the LCMS because there 
were a lot of people who spoke German there, so she 
could converse with them. And then my mom 
converted to being a Lutheran, too, and then in 
February of 1952, we had a big mass baptism where 
my mom, me, my brother and sister were all baptized 
in the LCMS. So, I remember my baptism because I 
wasn’t a baby. I was probably a preschooler.  
 
Erica: Ok. Now, where did you say your dad 
immigrated from? 
 
Carole: Oh, he was from Vienna, Austria. So, I guess 
they went up to Hamburg [Germany] and caught a 
ship there and came over to New York, and then from 
there, they went to St. Louis because I think there 
was an uncle who had already immigrated and was in 
St. Louis. My dad remembered that when he went to 
the LCMS, he was in one of the last groups of 
children to be confirmed in German. Because after 
that, with the wars going on, they decided to drop 
speaking German. 
 
Erica: Right. What year was that, do you know? 
 
Carole: It might have been around the end of World 
War I. About that time.  
 
Erica: Yeah, that’s about the time a lot of people in 
the U.S. stopped speaking German.  
 
                                                         continued on p. 5 
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Member Interview: Carole Clingan (continued from Page 4) 
Carole: Right. And even on his Social Security card, they 
wanted to know where he was born, and he put down 
Hungary. Of course, he was born in the Austro-Hungarian 
empire, so, I guess he didn’t want to be known as 
someone who spoke German. His family just immersed 
themselves in English. 
 
Erica: I think a lot of people did. They just about had to. 
 
Carole: Yeah, that’s true. My grandfather was a barber, 
and he had to start speaking English as soon as he could.  
 
Erica: So, how did you end up in California and then in 
Arizona? 
 
Carole: Oh, well, I was born in California. My grandfather 
made a trip to California and liked the climate, so, they 
ended up in California, the whole family. That’s where my 
parents met, and then that’s where we were raised. And 
so, I moved to Arizona just for a job opportunity.  
 
Erica: How long ago was that? 
 
Carole: I think I came here in 1977.  
 
Erica: Have you always lived in Mesa since you’ve lived 
in Arizona? 
 
Carole: No, we’ve mostly lived in Phoenix. I’ve lived in 
Mesa for about 22 years now.  
 
Erica: That’s a pretty long time. You must like it! 
 
Carole: Yeah. Well, it’s just that the housing is so 
affordable, compared to California.  
 
Erica: Oh, well, yeah. Absolutely. Well, tell me a little bit 
about your family. 
 
Carole: Well, immediate family, it’s just me and my 
husband, and that’s about it. We have a couple of dogs 
[too]. My extended family, of course, I have my brother 
and then a sister in California, so we’re pretty small. 
 

Erica: How long have you and your husband been 
married? 
 
Carole: Oh, we’ve been married a little over 30 years now.  
 

Erica: Very good. That’s very admirable. Now, he doesn’t 
come to church with you? 

 

Carole: No. ... 
 
Erica: What kind of work do you do? 
 
Carole: I work for the State of Arizona in the accounting 
office. I’ve been working for them for about 30 years. 
Nowadays, you’re lucky to have a job for 30 years, I 
think. 
 
Erica: Well, you must like it if you’ve stuck with it for so 
long. 
 
Carole: Yeah, well, it’s a job. You go home and get 
revitalized and then go back the next day. It’s kind of 
stressful sitting in front of a computer all day. You have to 
get up and walk around now and then, get some blood 
flowing back to your brain.  
 
Erica: What do you like best about Redeemer: 
 
Carole: Oh, I like the sermons and asking Pastor questions 
and his ability to answer them so thoroughly. And the 
music, too. I like the additions of the violin and the 
trumpet, and when Catharine Webber is here, playing her 
flute. It’s very effective. There’s also some very good 
singers in the congregation! 
 
Erica: Is there anything about the church that you would 
change if you had a chance? 
 
Carole: Just getting a little larger. Having more people to 
participate in all of our activities. It’s growing, but we 
think it’s sad to see some people go. But there are other 
people coming in, too, and that’s good. 
 
Erica: Is there anything about you that you would like 
people to know that we haven’t talked about? 
 
Carole: No, not really. It seems like I’m pretty boring 
compared to other people. I just come and go to work and 
home. I like to read. Hopefully maybe I can retire in a few 
years and do some things like getting my house in order 
that I’ve been wanting to do for a long time. 
 
[P.S.: Carole often teaches Sunday School, as she did in 
Queen Creek, which is very much appreciated!] 
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Reformation Service Gifts of Stewardship 

     The members of Redeemer are invited to attend 
the annual WELS regional Reformation service on 
Sunday, October 28, at 4 p.m., at Arizona Lutheran 
Academy, 6036 South 27th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 
85041. Those who would like to sing in the special 
choir for this service should speak with Carol 
Webber and get the necessary music from her. Choir 
members will meet for a rehearsal at 3 p.m. at 
A.L.A., on the day of the service. 

 
     The gifts we are able to give one another in 
stewardship come by a number of different means. 
Some may give a portion of their money, and others 
may give of their time and talents. Redeemer would 
like to thank the members who volunteered their 
effort and skill in constructing an awning over the 
outside entrance to the fellowship hall. It’s large 
enough to cover the framing of the double doors, 
and is just as beautifully constructed as it is well-
made. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

28 
Reformation Sunday 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 
Oktoberfest Celebration after the AC 

4 p.m. Reformation Service at ALA 

21 
Pentecost 21 

9 a.m. DS, followed by Ladies’ Guild 
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ Meeting after the Adult Class 

14 
Pentecost 20 
9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 
 

7 
Pentecost 19 

9 a.m. DS 
10:30 a.m. SS/Congregational Forum 

 

Sunday 

29 

22 

15 
 

8 
7 p.m. 

Quarterly 
Voter’s 

Meeting at 
Church 

1 
 

Monday 

30 

23 

16 
 

9 
 

2 
 

Tuesday 

31 

24 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 
at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

17 
10 a.m. Bible Study 
at ALRC 

6:30 p.m. Internet 
Study Group  

at/from Pastor’s 
residence 

10 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 
at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

3 
6:30 p.m. Internet 
Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

Wednesday 

 

25 

18 
 
 

11 
 

4 
  

Thursday 

 

26 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 
residence 

19 
10 a.m. Bible Study 
at the Anderson 

residence 

12 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 
residence 

5 
Bible Study 
cancelled 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

27 

20 
 

13 
 

6 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

October 2012 



  

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


