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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:15 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)

  

Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
  

Thanksgiving is going to be different this year. This difference will include the fact that many of us
will not be doing some of the things we usually do on Thanksgiving. We will not be traveling to spend the
holiday with relatives, or they will not be traveling to spend it with us. In our congregation in particular, while
we will still have a service on Thanksgiving Eve, we will not have the bread exchange that has always
accompanied that service in the past. But where Thanksgiving this year is really going to be different, for a lot
of people, is that it is going to be harder than usual for many to think of things for which to be thankful. The
year 2020 has been one of the toughest and most stressful years in American history. One destructive trauma
after another – medical, economic, social, political – has been piled onto our society, and onto all of us
personally. Those who at Thanksgiving look only to the material blessings and the earthly pleasures that they
have received and enjoyed, may not be able to find too many such blessings and pleasures this year. This year,
for many, has been marked by the loss of work, the loss of freedom, and the loss of life. Thanksgiving is
indeed going to be different this year. But for us as Christians, maybe Thanksgiving is in some ways going to
be better this year.

We know that we don’t live for ourselves. We live for God, for as long as we do live. And even when
we die, we die in God and in his peace: for “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” (Psalm
116:15, ESV). But living for God really means living for others: loving those whom God loves; and serving
those whom God calls us to serve in our vocations in life. This is why
the apostle Paul writes in his Epistle to the Philippians:
  

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall
choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two.” My
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But
to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
you all, for your progress and joy in the faith. (1:21-25, ESV)

  

And living for God also means living in God, and rejoicing that God
lives in us. When you live for God, you embrace every day as a day that
God has given you, so that you see and taste of his goodness in that day.

Think, each day, of St. Paul’s exhortation in his First Epistle to
the Thessalonians: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you” (5:16-18, ESV). Even when the circumstances of our earthly life are scary or
painful, there is also always something in those difficult circumstances to be thankful for: because God and his
grace are with us in all circumstances.
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God’s goodness toward you in Christ is known and experienced especially in his forgiveness. We rest
in this forgiveness, which delivers us from the fear of God’s judgment, and which also delivers us from the
delusion that God’s favor needs to be earned by our self-justifying works. Christ earned God’s favor for us.
And we have been baptized into Christ. Therefore we are free each day to enjoy God’s favor, by sharing our
life and its blessings with others. And the wonder and beauty of God’s creation are also enjoyed, as we
remember, each day, the words of our Small Catechism:
  

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears
and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still preserves them; that He richly and daily
provides me with food and clothing, home and family, property and goods, and all that I need to
support this body and life; that He protects me from all danger, guards and keeps me from all evil; and
all this purely out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.

  

These are not just abstract words on a page. Rather, they include the real joys and godly delights of life
in this world. For example, when we acknowledge that God richly provides us with home and family, that’s
talking about things like a young man and a young woman gazing at each other with dream-filled eyes, as they
exchange their vows of life-long fidelity. That’s talking about things like the coo and smile of a first-born
baby. That’s talking about things like the excitement of owning a first house. And these things are a source of
happiness for us, not only when we experience them ourselves, but also when we – as members of the larger
human family – see others experience them. The traumas of 2020 may have diminished for us the big
blessings that we are used to enjoying in our otherwise prosperous land, and in our otherwise contented life.
But these little blessings – these wonderful and uplifting little blessings – are still with us. And so a thankful
heart is still in us, as we recall such blessings this Thanksgiving.

It’s true that every day might be your last day in this world. The coronavirus pandemic has made us
think about such things more than we usually do. But every last day, for a child of God, can and will be a good
day: because it will have been be a day spent with God, with his Word and promises, and with his grace. Yet
in the final analysis, regarding the blessings of this life, and regarding life itself, we do confess with Job:
  

Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. (1:21, ESV)

  

And that’s why we are able to join St. Paul in his confident confession:
  

If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living. (Romans 14:8-9, ESV)

  

And so, as we face the uncertainties of life in this world – whether this involves the threat of the
coronavirus, or of some other sickness; or any other frightening or unsettling thing that crosses our path and
reminds us of our mortality – we face these uncertainties with the certainty of heaven. For “our citizenship is
in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like
his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself” (Philippians 3:20-21,
ESV). While we wait, we live. While we live, we rejoice. While we rejoice, we serve. And while we serve, we
praise God from whom all blessings flow, and thank him for his continuing goodness toward us. “Oh give
thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1, ESV). And have a
happy and grace-filled Thanksgiving!
  

– Pastor Webber

  
Afraid? Don’t Be... You Have Peace!
  

John 20:19-20: On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors
because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
  

Are you afraid? Are you anxious? Are you worried? Right now, as our world still faces COVID-19,
many people are distressed. They are worried for themselves and for their loved ones. The entire world is
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standing face to face with its own mortality—and it is not comfortable! 
This is, of course, not new to human experience. Throughout history, humanity

has faced times where we are forced to stop and change many things. There have been
many times where the entire world has been shaken—thrown into fear and worry. This
also happens to us individually. There are frightening times in our own lives where we
face our own individual difficulties and hardships. There are times where we don’t see a
clear path forward or out of the trouble that we are facing. 

Jesus’ disciples found themselves in a situation like that after Jesus had been
crucified. In a sense, they were “self-isolating.” They had locked themselves away because they were afraid.
Those disciples who only days before had boldly proclaimed that they would gladly die with Jesus were now
hiding out by themselves afraid of dying. And it wasn’t an unfounded threat that they faced. The threat was
real. Jesus had told them just days before: “You are not of the world...for that very reason the world hates you”
(John 15:19). Jesus warned them to expect persecution and even death because they followed him. But now,
having witnessed Jesus being brutally tortured and killed upon a cross, they were suddenly filled with fear,
anxiety, and worries—they were shaken and didn’t see a clear path forward.

But in that moment, Jesus himself, risen from the dead, appeared in front of them and proclaimed
some amazing words: “PEACE be with you!” They had all seen him die. But now, here he was in their midst,
proving himself to be no longer dead but alive! And better yet, because he wasn’t separated from them by
death, he was in their midst assuring them that they had peace! 

Jesus’ resurrection from the grave and from death brings peace. What is there to worry about? Even a
brutal crucifixion can’t stop Jesus! And neither can death stop those who trust in Jesus! The fact that Jesus is
risen from the dead gives peace because it assures us that everything that Jesus said is true and that his work
had been accomplished! It means that before God, Jesus’ perfect, righteous life now counts for us who have
been imperfect and unrighteous. It means that his suffering and death upon the cross has redeemed
us—bought us back—from sin and death; our sins and guilt are all paid for! And it means that even though we
will have to face our own physical death, that’s not going to stop us! We too have a promise from almighty
God that we will rise with body and soul to enjoy new eternal life! 

What great PEACE belongs to you and me because of our resurrected Lord Jesus! Especially in this
time as our world is hiding out in fear of death, those who have Christ have peace. We have nothing to fear!
Even if the coronavirus reaches us and brings death to us, we have peace with God. And so death itself doesn’t
need to frighten us. Those who have faith in Jesus their Savior have the peace of knowing that eternal life is
theirs! 

Rejoice in the PEACE that comes from our resurrected Lord Jesus! May God’s PEACE be with YOU
in this time! 
  

– from the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach

  
Ladies Guild News
  

Cross-stitch will be accepting donations for the orphans of India, and for the “jungle
schools” of Peru, through February 2021. Normally during this period, mission rallies throughout the
country collect the donations that support Cross-stitch projects. In past years Redeemer Church has

generously given to these rallies through congregational collections.
However, 2020 is the “year of isolation,” when there will be no
mission rallies. Therefore Cross-stitch has adopted the theme, “It’s
Up to You and Me,” for the 2020/2021 mission rally season. As individuals
we need to consider how we can help with the work of Cross-stitch. Your
donations can help eliminate the hunger and the need for the Gospel’s
message in India and Peru. Donations should be made payable to “Redeemer
Lutheran Church” with “Cross-stitch” designated on the memo line.

Save the date: November 8, from 1 to 4 p.m., for the Open House of
the new Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center. Come and take a tour and meet
the volunteers and board members. Admire the interior walls that were
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artfully painted by talented Redeemer Church members Jennifer, Miah, Isabella, and A. J. Seman. The new
Center is located in the facilities of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 3040 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013.

The new Alpha Center has retained most of their clients and has also attracted some new ones.  The
needs of the Center have shifted to winter layettes, bottles, baby lotion, shampoo, and especially receiving
blankets. You can place your donations in the northwest corner of the Fellowship Hall at Redeemer,
underneath the Alpha collection table. Members Bill and Ann Wolken regularly deliver our donations to
Alpha Center volunteers.
  

– Carole Clingan, president
  
ELS Military Monument Project
  

As you probably have heard, the goal of this project is to construct a beautiful tribute to
our veterans on the Bethany Lutheran College campus. See the adjacent photo of the sculptor’s
model, and the artist’s rendering of the future monument plaza on the campus, to get an idea of
what this will look like. The monument will serve to honor all veterans and ensure that this and

future generations will be aware of the cost of the
freedoms they enjoy as citizens of our great nation,
through this God-pleasing vocation of warrior. The
ELS Military Monument Committee is seeking to
establish a Veteran’s Day 2020 Matching Funds Campaign that
will be advertised to all other donors. We are seeking to double the
impact of our joint offering from Nov. 11, 2020, through May 31,
2021. We already have commitments of a $25,000 match, and
would like to see this challenge match tripled if not more. If you
would be interested in committing a gift to add to this matching
offer, please contact either Pastor Larry Wentzlaff (320-905-1929)
or Pastor Glenn Obenberger (253-537-5492). If you are able to be a

part of this matching effort, it will challenge your brothers and sisters in the ELS, and even others outside the
ELS, as you offer to match dollar-for-dollar their freewill contributions to this worthy effort.
  

– Glenn Obenberger
  
New Organist
  

Redeemer Lutheran Church is pleased to announce the appointment of Mark
Davidson as the new principal organist of our congregation. He served as Minister of Music
and principal organist at Trinity Lutheran Church (WELS) in Waukesha, Wisconsin, from
2011 until his recent move to Scottsdale, to begin a new “weekday” job as an accountant
for the Salt River Pima–Maricopa Indian Community. For the past 26 years, Mark has
served WELS & ELS parishes as visiting organist in the greater Milwaukee area and
throughout the United States. He was a member of the Hymns Committee for the soon-to-
be-released new WELS hymnal. He also served as organist and accompanist with the Bach Chamber Choir of
Milwaukee, with the Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee, with the Concert Choir of Wisconsin
Lutheran College, with Canticum Novum (a WELS chamber choir), and with the Bel Canto Chorus of
Milwaukee. Professional music certifications and memberships include the Service Playing and Colleague
Certificates from the American Guild of Organists, and the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.

Mark holds a Bachelor’s degree in Church Music from Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato,
Minnesota, and a Master of Science degree in Accounting and Auditing from Kaplan University in Davenport,
Iowa. He has studied organ with Dr. Aaron Burmeister, Sister Mary Jane Wagner, and Karen Beaumont. Mark
is the oldest of five siblings and is the proud uncle to a niece and three nephews, most of whom live in central
Wisconsin in the greater Wausau area. One of Mark’s sisters also lives in Scottsdale. The members and friends
of Redeemer Lutheran Church are very pleased to be able to welcome Mark into our midst, and are very
grateful that he will be enriching our congregational worship life with his considerable musical gifts.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church

November 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 All Saints 2 3 4 5 6 7

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:15am
(Guest Pastor: 
Rev. Allen Schroeder)

Internet
Study Group
7pm

8 Pentecost 23 9 10 11 12 13 14

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:15am 

Internet
Study Group
7pm

15 Pentecost 24 16 17 18 19 20 21

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:15am 

Online ELS Southwest
Circuit Pastors’ Winkel

Internet
Study Group
7pm

22 Last Sunday 23 24 25 Thanksgiving Eve 26 27 28

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:15am 

Divine Service 7pm Internet
Study Group
canceled

29 Advent 1 30

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:15am 
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November 2020
  

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
   

    
_____________________________________________________________________________________

   

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to

administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.


