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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: 10:30 am
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information) 
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Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Price

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
  

As we were celebrating our Lord’s victory over sin and death for us on Easter Sunday, what was left of
several Christian congregations in Sri Lanka were searching the rubble inside their church buildings, looking for
the bodies of fellow-worshipers who were killed by the fanatical Islamic suicide bombers who had blown
themselves up in those churches during Easter services. Hundreds were killed. The people who did this did not hate
the Christians in Sri Lanka more than they hated us. They simply didn’t have access to us. The same goes for the
Islamic fanatics who are continually killing and kidnaping Christians in Nigeria – with little notice from the

international news media. When
the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris
was severely damaged by what
turned out to be an accidental fire
on April 15, people immediately
feared that the fire had been
deliberately set. There was a reason
for this fear. Over the past several
months many churches in France
have in fact been deliberately set
on fire, by Islamic fanatics in that
country.

To be sure, not all Muslims
are killing and kidnaping
Christians or are destroying
Christian churches. There are
liberal Muslims, especially in

America, who do not adhere to the more conservative forms of Islam that endorse this sort of thing. We certainly do
not mind sharing “civic space” with these liberal Muslims, and having them as our neighbors in our free society, as
they and we both recognize and honor the civic values of freedom of speech, and the free exercise of religion, that
our U.S. Constitution guarantees. As Confessional, conservative Lutherans, we generally eschew the “liberal”
varieties of the Christian religion that depart from the teachings and practices of the first-century Founder of our
faith; but we are gladly able to coexist in this world with those who adhere to “liberal” varieties of Islam, that
depart from the teachings and practices of the seventh-century founder of that religion.

However, those versions of Islam that have revived and re-appropriated the violence and intolerance of
Islam’s early years represent a real threat to Christians – and also to Jews, secularists, and liberal or moderate
Muslims as well. We can be grateful that violence against Christians, and against others on account of their
religion, is a very infrequent occurrence in our country. The Constitution still has enough influence with enough
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people here, so that we remain safe here – for now. We appreciate this safety, and the freedom we enjoy. But this
safety and freedom also provide us with an opportunity, and with an obligation, to use this safety and freedom as a
platform from which to work for the safety and freedom of Christians in other parts of the world who are under
threat, and who are suffering.

We can and must pray for them. When we say “Our Father who art in heaven,” we should be thinking of
them, and recognize that we are mystically united with them in Christ as we are praying together with them to our
common God and Savior. And as we petition our Father in heaven for their protection, we should also petition our
government, and call upon it to adopt policies in foreign affairs that serve to protect religious minorities and that
encourage religious tolerance in other countries. Such concerns should be a non-partisan issue for us as Americans.
And, if it is possible for us to provide material help, and spiritual support, to threatened Christians in other lands
who need that help and support, we should do that, too. The Christians of Sri Lanka, Nigeria, and other places
where attacks and persecutions have occurred, should know that we care about them, and stand with them:

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
(Galatians 6:9-10, ESV)

By every indication, the militant forms of Islam that are a deepening threat to the world are not going away
any time soon. Islam is experiencing a “reformation” – that is, a return to first principles – and that reformation is
taking root throughout the Islamic world. It is instilling a new boldness and religious confidence among many
Muslims. When the Christian
religion experienced its
“Reformation” in the sixteenth
century, with a return to the
example of Christ and the
authority of the Bible, that was a
good thing for the world. But the
Islamic reformation, with its
return to the example of
Muhammad and the authority of
the Koran, is not a good thing
for the world. It is nevertheless
happening in our world –
perhaps as a chastisement from
God for humanity’s many
rebellions against him.

If our American society
becomes as post-Christian and
secularized as Europe has become, I am afraid that before too much longer we will also start to become vulnerable
to the kind of attacks that are occurring at an ever-increasing rate in Europe. May God graciously protect us from
this. And may God grant us, as a society and as individuals, a self-critical repentance for our many sins. May God
also grant us a renewed faith in the Savior who redeemed the world by his death, and who – as the risen Lord – is
even now reaching out to the world in the gospel, with the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.

If our nation’s flagrant societal rebellions against human decency human rights are curtailed, then the
Lord’s words regarding a civil society, as a civil society, can be claimed: “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is
a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34, ESV). And if the church’s indifference, corruptions, and compromises
can be corrected through a new spiritual “reformation” in our time; and if each Christian - including each of us –
will turn to the Lord in humility and hope, then these words of our Lord can be applied to his church, as his church:

But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your
heart and with all your soul. When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter
days, you will return to the Lord your God and obey his voice. For the Lord your God is a merciful God.
He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.
(Deuteronomy 4:29-31, ESV)
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In spite of all the uncertainties of life in this world, we do not lose heart. The resurrected Lord promised
that he will remain as the companion and protector of his preaching, teaching, and baptizing church “until the end
of the age.” The true church of Jesus Christ will remain in this world for as long as this world exists. Eternal life
cannot be killed. The living body of Christ will accordingly never be destroyed or silenced, regardless of how much
persecution it must endure, and regardless of how weak it becomes in the sight of man. This gives us a confidence
in God that comes from God, and that will never wane, as God strengthens our faith. Our Lord Jesus Christ “will
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:8-9, ESV).

– Pastor Webber

Summer Sunday School at Redeemer

A pile of debris, a worn broom, burning coals...what can it all
mean? Young investigators will gather clues, dig into the Bible
and put all of the pieces together to unearth God's plan of
salvation.  During our special Summer Sunday School series, "I
Spy Salvation's Story," kids will use their sleuthing skills to get
the low down on thirteen Old and New Testament Bible stories.
These special operations will run June 2 through August 25. 
Calling all gumshoes!

Library News
   

New Books in the Church Library, from the Vera Heminger Collection

ESV Systematic Theology Study Bible (Hardcover)  ESV Bibles By Crossway  220.52 ESV
The goal of the ESV Systematic Theology Study Bible is to demonstrate how all Christian doctrine arises
from the pages of the Bible. Created to help readers understand how Scripture forms the basis for our
understanding of God, humanity, sin, salvation, and eternity, this study Bible features over 400 short in-text
doctrinal summaries connecting Christian beliefs to specific Bible passages, 25 longer articles explaining
important theological topics in greater depth, and introductions to each book of the Bible that highlight the
unique ways each book contributes to the whole of Christian theology. Created by an outstanding team of
editors and 26 contributors, this resource has been created to help Christians better connect what they
believe about God with the very words of Scripture. (Amazon) Note: as Confessional Lutherans we would
not agree with all the commentary in this book, which leans toward Reformed/Evangelical theology.

NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: Bringing to Life the Ancient World  by Zondervan  220.52 KEE
The NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, with notes from Dr. John H. Walton (Wheaton College) in the
Old Testament and Dr. Craig S. Keener (Asbury Theological Seminary) in the New Testament, brings to
life the ancient world of Scripture for modern readers. Every page is packed with expert insight into the
customs, culture, and literature of Bible times. These fascinating explanations will serve to clarify your
study of the Scriptures, reinforcing your confidence and bringing difficult passages of Scripture into sharp
focus. (Amazon)

NIV, Chronological Study Bible, Hardcover by Thomas Nelson  220.5 NEL
The Chronological Study Bible presents the text of the New International Version in chronological order -
the order in which the events actually happened - with notes, articles, and full-color graphics that connect
the reader to the history and culture of Bible times and gives the reader a dramatic, “you are there”
experience. Features include full-color illustrations of places, artifacts, and cultural phenomena, contextual
articles that connect Biblical times and world history and culture, daily life notes, time panels and charts
that show the flow of Biblical history, and in-text and full-color maps.

NIV, First-Century Study Bible, Explore Scripture by Kent Dobson  220.52 DOB
The NIV First-Century Study Bible was created to help you understand God’s Word in its original cultural
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context. It introduces you to an ancient world vastly different from your own, but rich in valuable life
lessons. This Bible is designed with great tools to help answer your questions about life in Bible times. As
you dive in, you’ll see how the ancient past holds applicable truths for life today. (Amazon)

Luther: Biography of a Reformer by Frederick Nohl  284.10 NOH
Martin Luther had one goal: peace with God. He didn’t find it in the holy relics and indulgences of the
church or in his life as an obedient monk. Luther discovered God’s treasure of truth buried under human
laws and regulations. He discovered the Gospel in the Word of God. Luther took his stand on that Word,
defying the highest authorities in the church and state. In so doing, he started the oldest continuing
evangelical movement in history. (Amazon)

Luther's Small Catechism with Explanation - 2017 Edition by Martin Luther and LCMS  Dr 238.41 LUT
Written by Martin Luther in 1529, the Small Catechism provides a brief, clear summary of God’s Word on
the essentials of the Christian faith. In question-and-answer format, it explores the Six Chief Parts of
Christian Doctrine and includes daily prayers, a table of duties for Christians in their various callings, and a
guide for Christians as they prepare to receive Holy Communion.  An explanation designed to help readers
understand and apply Luther’s Small Catechism has accompanied editions of the catechism since the early
days of Lutheranism. The 2017 edition offers an updated and expanded explanation, tackling issues
prevalent in our culture today. With 374 questions and 1142 Scripture references, the new Explanation
provides more biblical teaching and devotional aids than ever before. The Bible text included in the
Explanation is from the English Standard Version (ESV). (Concordia)

  

The Benediction - Going Out with Peace
  

“Looks like you have a case of the Mondays!” Some people really loathe Mondays. The weekend is over.
A stressful, long week lies ahead. For many people, it is rather depressing to wake up on a Monday morning.
 Maybe it’s not Monday mornings for you, but you can probably relate to this feeling. Haven’t there been
times in your life where you felt this way? Times when you felt burdened or overwhelmed? You might wonder, in
near despair, how you might make it through the challenging things that lie ahead of you. 

This kind of feeling can also affect us in
a spiritual way. This feeling comes after making
a bad decision. You feel guilty and burdened.
Many people try to ignore this feeling. Many try
to counterbalance it. Others try to wash this
feeling away in a bottle of alcohol, or with
drugs, or with some other moment of pleasure
and self-gratification. But such things do not
bring any lasting peace to the guilty conscience.
In fact, it can drive people into deeper despair,
feeling even more overwhelmed, lost, and
hopeless! Christians however have found a
different way to overcome this challenge. They
take these burdens to Jesus, who takes them to
the cross!

This is why Christians gather together in church for worship. In the Divine Service the sinner gives his
burdensome sins to Jesus; and in return, hears Jesus speak beautiful, comforting, reassuring words of peace. This is
especially true with the closing words of every church service, the words of the Benediction:     
  

“The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)

  

Jesus speaks through His messenger, the Pastor, assuring you that you can go out in peace! Even if it is a
loathsome Monday morning, Jesus promises in His Benediction that He will be with you through it all. He will be
blessing you, keeping you, shining His love upon you, looking upon you with favor, and giving you peace!   

Thank you Lord for the comfort You give in Your Benediction, assuring me of Your peace. Amen.
  
– from the ELS Board for Home Outreach
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
May 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

Pastor Webber at 
ELS West Coast
Pastors’ Conference
in Mount Vernon, WA

Internet Study Group
canceled

Pastor Webber
at West Coast
Pastors’
Conference

Pastor Webber
at Emmaus
Conference in
Tacoma, WA

5 Easter 3 6 7 8 9 10 11

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study Group
7pm

12 Easter 4 13 14 15 16 17 18

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Church Council
meeting 7pm at
church

Internet Study Group
7pm

19 Easter 5 20 21 22 23 24 25

Divine Service 9am; Ladies
Guild meeting after the
service; Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Elders meeting
7pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

26 Easter 6 27 28 29 30 Ascension Day 31

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Divine Service 7pm

Internet Study Group
canceled

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
usually on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service of the Word,
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services. 
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

 

   

  
  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.
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