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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:15 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
Yes, it’s still Lent. It will be Lent for the entire month of March. Lent is supposed to go on for while,
because it takes time for its message and themes to sink in deeply, and for the cleansing of mind and
conscience to be completed. We, of course, would like to rush this – the way a child in the back seat of the car
during a long trip asks repeatedly, “Are we there yet?” No, we are not there yet. We are not at Easter yet. We
are still traveling on that road, with our Savior leading and teaching us as we go.
We are still learning how to hate the sin that destroys
people and their relationships. Our hearts are still being turned
away from a selfish love for the self, and toward a Christlike
love others. And our eyes are still being opened to see with
greater clarity the devilish deceptions that are always trying to
draw us off of the road that leads to Jerusalem and to the empty
tomb.
Indeed, we absolutely cannot allow ourselves to be
taken down any other path, which will not bring us to where we
need to go. We need to walk along the Lenten road, and we
need to stay on that road, even when it takes us to and through
some alarming and distressing things: the agony and betrayal of the Righteous Savior in Gethsemane; the
farcical trials of the Just One before the Sanhedrin, Herod, and Pilate; and the tortuous death of the Lord of
Life on Calvary’s hill. But there is no bypassing any of this. We need to face up to all of it, and allow all of it
to impact us at every level, at every step during our journey. A pathway that would bypasses any of this is not
a pathway that will get us to where we need to be at the end.
The warnings of Jesus, when we might be tempted to turn off the designated route, come through to us
clearly in the words of an evocative Bible paraphrase:
“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its
gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is
difficult, and only a few ever find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14, NLT)
As we do remain on the narrow Lenten road that leads to Christ, and on which Christ is our companion, Psalm
32 can give us some insight regarding this road that takes us to Easter, and regarding what is happening to us
as we travel on it. King David prays:
“I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Therefore let everyone who is
godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they
shall not reach him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me
with shouts of deliverance.” (verses 5-7)
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And then the Lord responds to David, and speaks also to us: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you
should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you” (verse 8).
Stay with us, dear friends, on our Lenten journey as a congregation. Remain with us as we travel
together to the place where Christ is victor over sin and death for us!
– Pastor Webber

Sunday School Update
Spring Sunday School has begun. The quarter is entitled,
"Jesus Dies and Rises to Save Us." Lessons during March will
feature key events during Holy Week: the triumphal entry, the
Lord’s Supper, Peter denying Jesus, and the passion of Christ. In
April, our focus will turn to Easter accounts: the resurrection of
Jesus, Jesus appearing on the Emmaus road, and Jesus appearing to
Thomas. Finally, topics in May will include Christ's ascension to
heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
It is hoped that as members get vaccinated and the pandemic
wanes, more children will rejoin in-person Sunday School classes
on a regular basis. But Redeemer will continue mailing lessons
papers as long as needed, to ensure that our young people do not
miss out on their Christian education. It has been a long and tedious year since the coronavirus disrupted our
usual Sunday gatherings. Think of how much greater a fraction of a child's life these past twelve months
represent. Parents, we encourage you to continue helping your children with the lesson materials they receive,
and to view the online video resources emailed each week, which will assist you in teaching the Bible stories.
A new Spring quarter music CD with seasonal hymns and Bible verse songs is also being provided to each
family.
– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator

Ladies Guild News
Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Below please find the latest news from the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center. Please note their needs,
and donate anything that you can supply. Drop off your donations in our Fellowship Hall next to the Alpha
Resource Center display. We are accumulating quite a pile of donations, so if anyone is available to deliver
these items please see Carole Clingan. The Alpha Center is located on the campus of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 3040 N. 7th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013 (at Earll Drive, just north of Thomas Road). The Center is
open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Their telephone number is 602-285-0050.
Please pray for the continued success of the Alpha Center and their mission to spread the love of
Jesus.
Blessings,
Carole Clingan, Redeemer Ladies Guild
Our client numbers are slowly increasing, along with new clients finding their way to our center. God
is good and continues to bless us in so many ways.
Some more news is that we here at Alpha are starting an Earn While You Learn program. A Bible
Teaching book will be given to the clients, if they want to be involved in the program. They study the book,
answer the questions, and then bring them back and talk with an advocate about the truth taught in the book.
It is a wonderful opportunity for them and us to grow in God’s Word. For each book they complete, they
receive “points.” They can then turn in their points to get something from “our store.” Our store will be
stocked with items like laundry soap, bus passes, gas cards, extra diapers, extra formula. They can even work
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toward a stroller or car seat. The Lord has blessed us with so many gifts of not only
things we share with our clients, but also monetary gifts. We are starting the
program using these gifts with the prayer that God will bless the spread of His
Word through it. Pray with us and for us that this program be done to the glory of
God.
How can you help? Here are some of the things we have in our little
catalog and are offering in our EWYL program: Laundry soap, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, shampoo, sanitary products, gas cards, cards for Frys, and bus
passes – to name a few. If your group wants to do things collectively, you might
consider a stroller or car seat.
Before you know it, we will be getting out the summer clothing. We are
eager for that as well.
Until next time, we ask for your prayers for our clients and ourselves. Meditate on the passion and
love of our Savior during this Lenten season.
– Kay Retberg

Gifts in Memory of ELS President John A. Moldstad
Dear members of Redeemer,
A few weeks ago the President of our Synod, Pastor John Moldstad, passed away. Our church council
felt it was appropriate for our congregation to give three memorial gifts in Pastor Moldstad’s memory, each in
the amount of $1,000, to
ministries that were
important to him. The
three donations were to
Bethany Lutheran College,
Bethany Lutheran
Theological Seminary, and
the Mission fund of the
ELS.
The responses we
received were appreciative
and said positive things
about President Moldstad.
The thank-you note from
the college said: “his
guidance, leadership, and
steady hand will be missed by all.” The note from the seminary said that our gift will “help our students
prepare for the ministry.” Mrs. Joslyn Moldstad sent a handwritten note on behalf of the synod:
Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church,
I thank you for your kind gift of a memorial for my husband John at his sudden
death! I am overwhelmed by so much kindness and so many thoughts & prayers! You are
in my heart at this difficult time.
Love in Christ, Joslyn Moldstad
We all appreciate the work of our synod and of its past and present leaders. Thank you for making it
possible to support them with these donations.
In Christ, Bryan Carlson, Treasurer
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
March 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

Thursday
4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Internet Study
Group 7pm

7 Lent 3

8

9

10

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Online Church
Council meeting
7pm

14 Lent 4

15

16

17

18

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting in
Mankato,
Minnesota

ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting in
Mankato,
Minnesota

Pastor
Webber in
Minnesota

Internet Study
Group 7pm

21 Lent 5

22

23

24

25

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

28 Palm Sunday

11

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota

Internet Study
Group 7pm

29

30

31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com

First Class Mail

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

