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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: 10:30 am
Wednesday Vespers (during the Season of Lent): 7 pm

Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information) 
  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Seman

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
   

We are entering the season of Lent. This is a penitential
season. That means that a focal point of the season is penitence,
which is defined as “the quality or state of being penitent: sorrow
for sins or faults.” And the word penitent, in turn, means, “feeling or
expressing humble or regretful pain or sorrow for sins or offenses:
repentant.”

We are, of course, sorry for our sins all the time, all year
round. Every Sunday, at the beginning of the service, we express to
the Lord our regret for the wrong we have done, and we seek God’s
pardon and forgiveness for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ. That is
as it should be. But in the season of Lent – the penitential season of
Lent – this process can and should go deeper than usual.

Step back from your life and look at yourself. What patterns
of griping and grousing have you fallen into? What patterns of
laziness and irresponsibility have you fallen into? What patterns of selfishness and insensitivity to others
have you fallen into? Measure your life against the Word of God:
   

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these
put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (Colossians 3:12-14, ESV) 

   

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
(Philippians 2:3-4, ESV)

   

...through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not
consumed by one another. (Galatians 5:13c-15, ESV)

   

Lent is a time to look not only to your specific mistakes and failures, but it is a time to look at your
whole life. What kind of impact are you having on others? Do you build others up, or tear them down? Do
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you encourage and support others, or do you judge and criticize them? Do you love and help others
according to their need, or do you use them for your own selfish purposes? Is the first question you ask of
yourself, in any situation, “What do I want?” Or is it, “What does God want?”

Be penitent, my friends. Take stock of your life, and admit your sins. God, of course, is already
aware of your sins, and sees them. But this season is a time for you to become aware of them, and to see
them, with all honesty and humility.

And then, in your penitence, remember that the season of Lent is also a time to become aware, in
an ever deeper way, of all that Jesus has done to forgive your sins, and to deliver you from the guilt and
power of sin. Lent is a time to see the cross, and to see Jesus dying on the cross for you, to justify you in
his mercy, and to give you a new beginning with God – and a new beginning in all your relationships, and
in your life as a whole. Jesus said:
   

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority
over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25b-28,
ESV)

   

Jesus also said:
   

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned... (John 3:16-18a, ESV)

   

And St. Peter said:
   

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for
‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’ Humble
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because
he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:5b-7, ESV)

   

So, let us pray that we would have a blessed Lent. Let us pray that God leads us to have a penitential Lent.
Let us pray that God give us a grace-filled and Christ-centered Lent!
   

– Pastor Webber
   
   

Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
   

Dictionary of Daily Life in Biblical & Post-Biblical Antiquity by Edwin M Yamauchi, Ph.D., and Marvin
R. Wilson, Ph.D.   Written and edited by a world-class historian and a highly respected biblical scholar,
with contributions by many others, this unique reference work provides background cultural and technical
information on the world of the Hebrew Bible and New Testament from 2000 BC to approximately AD
600.
   

The Letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon by William Barclay    These New Testament books actually
deal with topics that should be of great interest to today’s readers. With clarification of less familiar
illustrations and inclusion of more contemporary language, this resource will continue to help individuals
and groups discover what the message of the New Testament really means for their lives.
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Encountering Heaven and the Afterlife by James L.
Garlow    What happens when we die? What is
heaven really like? How do spiritual beings–angels
and demons–interact with us here and in the
hereafter? Real-life, credible stories of near-death
experiences and spiritual encounters gathered by the
authors of Heaven and the Afterlife paint a clearer,
fuller picture.
   

The Case for a Creator: A Journalist Investigates
Scientific Evidence That Points Toward God (Case
for ... Series) by Lee Strobel    Former atheist Lee
Strobel has discovered that science, far from being
the enemy of faith, now provides a solid foundation for belief in God. New scientific discoveries point to
the incredible complexity of our universe, a complexity best explained by the existence of a Creator. Join
Strobel in reexamining the theories that once led him away from God. 
   

God's Outrageous Claims: Thirteen Discoveries That Can Transform Your Life by Lee Strobel    Lee
Strobel presents thirteen phenomenal claims by God. You will discover that God makes some pretty
amazing claims about you—and about what he wants to do in your life. 
   

Mohammedanism by H. A. R. Gibb    The noted scholar H. A. R. Gibb presents an historic survey of Islam
from the days of the prophet, through the religion’s spread in Asia and Africa, to its confrontation with the
modern world.
   
– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

Easter Choir
   

Choir rehearsals in preparation for Easter will soon begin. New singers are
welcome. Rehearsals will be held in the organ alcove on Sunday mornings
starting at 8:30 a.m., on March 22, March 29, April 5, and April 12.

Sunday School Update
   

The Sunday School continues its quarter on the theme, “Jesus Teaches About God's Kingdom.”
Recent Sundays have focused on topics such as the Beatitudes, the Lilies of the Field (from the Sermon on the
Mount), the Lord’s Prayer, and the Transfiguration.  During March pupils will study the Feeding of the Five
Thousand, Jesus is Anointed, The Prodigal Son, and the Good Samaritan.  

We are seeking new teachers for either the older or younger groups of children. Can you join our
teacher rotation? Please feel free to sit in on a class to become acquainted with the format and curriculum
used. Members of Redeemer are always welcome to step into our classrooms, view the posters and other
displays, or look through our lesson materials. 
   

If you cannot speak like angels, If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus; You can say he died for all.

If you cannot rouse the wicked With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children To the Savior’s waiting arms.

(Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying, ELH 191, verse 2)
   

– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator
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Alpha Update
   

Many thanks to the Redeemer Lutheran community for your
participation in this year’s Diaper Drive! As of Sunday,
February 16, we had collected 2,700 diapers and 2,380 wipes!
The Seman and Wolken families transported the haul to the
Alpha Pregnancy Center the following week. The Diaper
Drive will continue thru March as we anticipate Director Kay
Retberg’s visit to Redeemer on April 26. In addition, since
the company that provided many of their previous diapers is
no longer in business, they are in even greater need of our
contributions. Many thanks again for everyone’s
contributions!
   

– Jennifer Seman, Alpha Ambassador

New Web Site
   

Our church is getting a new upgraded website. It’s mostly ready to go online, but not quite. We need a
volunteer who has the time to “migrate” some of the content from the old website to the new one, and

who can also help in maintaining the new website and in keeping it up-to-date
on an ongoing basis. The pastor’s skills in this respect are limited. The web site
designer who prepared our new site will teach you how to do this, if you have
the time and the interest. Over the years many people have found us online, and
some who found us in that way  eventually became members of our
congregation. Therefore a fresh and attractive internet presence, with an
informative and attention-getting website, is important for the sake of our
mission and outreach. If you can help with this, please speak with the pastor. 

   
   
   

Ladies Guild News

February 26 is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning of the Lenten Season. Wednesday
evening Vespers will commence on March 4. The Vespers will be preceded by a Soup Supper provided by
volunteers of Redeemer Church. A “Soup Supper Sign-up Sheet” will be placed on the Fellowship Hall
snack table beginning March 1 for volunteers wishing to provide soup. If you cannot attend the evening
Vespers, just drop off your soup in the Fellowship Hall kitchen on the preceding Sunday. Notify Susan
Muth, Fellowship Coordinator, about your plans for serving the soup. Soup Supper volunteers are not
limited to the ladies. In past years the gentlemen of the congregation have also provided really delicious
meals!

The congregants of Redeemer have generously donated $1,200 for the Mission Rally at Hope
Lutheran Church, West Jordan, Utah, on February 22. These funds will be forwarded directly to
Cross-stitch, the Network Aiding ELS Home and Foreign Missions. These Mission Rallies, hosted
annually by a different congregation in each synod circuit, are the main source of funds for Cross-stitch
projects. This year these projects include:

$20,000 for increased protein for the orphans of India
  $5,000 for India scholarships and building repairs
  $5,000 to provide food for school children in the Peruvian jungle
  $5,000 for Home Mission Needs
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If you would like to donate to Cross-stitch throughout the year, please write your check payable to
“Cross-stitch” and address the envelope to Cross-stitch, 6 Browns Ct., Mankato, MN  56001. Your
donation will support the sharing of God’s Word of Life at home and throughout the world.

Redeemer congregants have also displayed their generosity by the tremendous response to the
Ladies Guild annual Diaper Drive for the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center. Since Alpha recently lost a
vital source for discounted-priced diapers, the Ladies Guild has extended the Diaper Drive through March.
Alpha Ambassador Jennifer Seman and crew are keeping a tally this year, of to how many diapers and
baby wipes the congregation donates. The Diaper Drive is not limited to diapers. Gently used baby
clothing, maternity clothes and other layette items are also greatly appreciated.

The Ladies Guild would like to extend a hearty “Thank you” to the Redeemer congregation for
their generosity to Ladies Guild activities so far in 2020. With the Lord’s help we will continue to serve
throughout  the remainder of 2020.

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President

An Ugly Mess or Beautiful Design? 
   

John 13:7 Jesus said: “You do not understand what I am doing now, but later you will understand.”
   

It was just hours before Jesus would be arrested, have to face a phony trial, and be brutally killed
by crucifixion. He and His disciples were gathered together at the “Last Supper” in the upper room. Jesus

then takes it upon Himself to get up from the
table, take a towel and a basin of water, and
then to proceed to wash each of His disciples’
feet! This was a task that the lowliest servant
would be assigned, and yet the master, the
rabbi, the divine, miracle-working, Son of
God Himself, takes this task upon Himself?!
“What in the world are you doing, Jesus?!”
The apostle Peter tried to stop Jesus. “NO
Lord! You shall never wash my feet!” To
which Jesus then calmly responds: “You do
not understand what I am doing now, but later
you will understand.”

These words were fitting, not only to
that foot-washing, but to all of the events that
would take place in the following days. Peter
and the disciples would be confused,
dumbfounded, disappointed, and terrified.

They would watch in horror as Jesus would be arrested, tortured, and crucified. They must have wondered
at how things got so bad, so quickly. How did this turn out to be such an ugly mess?! 

The story is told of a man who was visiting a fabric factory. The owner of the factory took the man
out on the production floor and they stopped before a giant loom reaching from the floor to the ceiling. It
was whirring and humming—with spindles spinning, and shuttles flying back and forth, and yet as the
man looked at the fabric being made, all he could see was a jumble of threads and yarn, loose ends in a
mishmash of color. “What an ugly mess! I think your machine must be broken. Who would want this
fabric?!” exclaimed the man to the factory owner. With a chuckle, the factory owner motioned to the man
and said, “You are not seeing it from the right side! Come over here and look!” The two men then walked
over to the other side of the machine and there the man saw the true nature of the fabric. It was a flowing,
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balanced, beautiful design! It was fabric of the highest quality. It was just that they had been seeing it from
the wrong side. From the back you wouldn’t be able to understand what was being formed—but when
viewing it from the other side, you would see the beautiful design that was being produced. 

This is similar to Jesus’ passion and death.
From an earthly, human viewpoint, it all seemed
like an ugly mess. But from God’s perspective and
plan—from eternity’s viewpoint—this was the
beautiful design for our salvation! This is also the
case for us in our lives, with the challenges and
difficulties we face. At times, from our viewpoint,
we echo Peter’s sentiment in that upper room:
“What in the world are you doing Lord! This is all
wrong—this is an ugly mess!” When we begin to
feel in such a way as this, the words that Jesus
spoke to Peter also apply to us: “You do not understand now, but you will later!” 

As we look at our own lives and situations, it might appear like the back side of that fabric. It
might look like an ugly mess. But God sees our lives and the situations from the other side. He sees His
own design and plan being produced in the lives of His people—and it is a thing of beauty! When we face
those ugly messes in our lives, we have comfort in knowing that God has not forsaken or abandoned us.
From our perspective, it might appear that way, but God has promised us: “I will never leave you, and I
will never forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). He has said: “All things work together for the good of those who
love God” (Romans 8:28). Just as it was with Jesus’ own suffering and death, the things that appear from
this side to be an ugly mess, will be, from God’s view, part of His beautiful design! 

Be encouraged by this! Even though we might only see an ugly mess, we can trust that God is with
us in our lives. He is working in spite of—and through—the ugliness to produce something beautiful! And
we can look forward to that day when we will get to have that other perspective—from the “other
side”—as we will have the viewpoint of Heaven for ourselves and we might then understand and see
God’s beautiful design!
   

– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach

Wednesday Vespers at 7 p.m.
(Preceded by a soup supper, serving from 6 to 6:30 p.m.)
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
March 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Lent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism 6pm

Soup Supper 6-6:30pm;
Vespers w/ spoken
Communion 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

8 Lent 2 9 10 11 12 13 14

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism 6pm

Church Council
7pm, at church

Soup Supper 6-6:30pm;
Vespers w/ spoken
Communion 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

15 Lent 3 16 17 18 19 20 21

Divine Service 9am; Ladies
Guild after the service;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism
canceled

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota for
ELS Doctrine
Committee and
Apologetics
Conference

Soup Supper 6-6:30pm;
Vespers w/ spoken
Communion 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

22 Lent 4 23 24 25 26 27 28

Choir 8:30am; Service of
the Word w/ spoken
Communion 9am; Sunday
School/Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism 6pm

Soup Supper 6-6:30pm;
Vespers w/ spoken
Communion 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

29 Lent 5 30 31

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School/Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism 6pm

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


