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From the Pastor’s Desk 

I have been working on a paper that will be delivered at the Emmaus 

Conference, in Tacoma, Washington, in April. The title (quoted directly from 
the Formula of Concord) is: “Our Righteousness before God...Is Revealed in 
the Gospel. On this Righteousness Faith Relies.” The paper deals with the 
topic of justification, and in particular, with how Jesus won and achieved 
forgiveness for the whole world, and for all people, in his death and 
resurrection. So, I have been thinking about these things of late. And this is 
actually a good time of the year for all of us to be thinking about them, as we 
prepare – during the Lenten season – for Good Friday, and ultimately for 
Easter. 
     Christ “was delivered up because of our trespasses and raised because of 
our justification” (Romans 4:25). Jesus was and is “the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29, ESV). In his resurrection and 
glorification – after he had successfully atoned for the sins of the world – the 
Son of God was “justified in the spirit” (1 Timothy 3:16). And “in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19, 
ESV). 
     Jesus was crucified for us and in our place, and Jesus was also raised for 
us and in our place. When he was crucified as humanity’s substitute, and was 
condemned, his condemnation was humanity’s condemnation. And when he 
was raised from the dead as humanity’s substitute, and was justified, his 
justification was humanity’s justification. 
     This is the gospel – the message of a completed forgiveness that already 
exists in Christ for everyone, and that is offered to everyone. Of course, not 
everyone receives it. Unbelievers do not receive it. And those who do not 
receive the gospel, receive no benefit from the gospel. But the gospel is 

offered to everyone, as something that is true for everyone, so that no one – 
because of a troubled or confused conscience – need ever doubt the validity 
and believability of the Lord’s absolution and forgiveness. We can always 
say: If this is true for everyone, then it must be true for me! 
     It is important to emphasize the objective character of the gospel – as that 
which delivers forgiveness and salvation – so that faith is not wrongly 
perceived to be something that finishes an incomplete salvation, or that 
actualizes a potential salvation. We are justified by faith, which means that 
our justification before God is received by means of faith. We are not justified 
because of faith, as if it is faith that makes justification before God happen, or 
as if faith earns justification before God. Jesus saves us. We do not save 
ourselves, in whole or in part. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued from Page 1 
     Jesus is our righteousness. And our justification – which is in Jesus – is anchored to his death and 
resurrection, and not to anything that is in us. God puts Jesus – and this justification – into the means of 
grace. And from within the means of grace, God offers Jesus – and this justification – to us. He offers this 
justification to all of us, because Jesus earned it for all of us. In the invitation of the gospel, we can know that 
God is always willing to forgive any penitent sinner, because in the death and resurrection of Christ – in the 
objective sense of the term – he has already forgiven all sinners. 
     This is the content of the gospel. This does not negate the law. The distinction between the law and the 
gospel remains, and the purpose and character of the law and the gospel remain. The law still condemns 
unbelievers personally – even though Jesus did die also for them. The law still damns impenitent sinners 
personally – even though Jesus did rise again also for them. 
     Unbelievers are still able to keep themselves separate from Christ, and from all that Christ has 
accomplished for them, through their rejection of Christ. And this separation will endure into eternity for 
those who do not repent of their sins and believe before death. What we have been saying does not negate 
this, but it does amplify the tragedy of this – because it was all there for them in Christ, and available to them 
in the gospel, ready to be believed and received. And when God declares to you in the gospel, that your sins 
are forgiven – not will be forgiven, but are already forgiven – this is true. 
      These are the things that we can all ponder during the season of Lent. These are the established truths of 
humanity’s salvation, that we can receive in humility on Good Friday, and that we can receive in joy on 
Easter. I will close with this direct quotation – this “preview” – from the paper: 
 
“If I do not have Christ, then I do not have my justification. If I remain in this Christless state until I die, then 
I die a lost man, dead in trespasses and sins, under the wrath and condemnation of God, and without hope. 
But if I have Christ, then I have my justification – because if I have Christ, I have the world’s justification. 
And I am a part of the world for which Christ died and rose again.” 
 
– Pastor Webber 

 

Professional Christian Counseling 
 
     Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Services is a highly-respected church-related agency that works in 
cooperation with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Its 
counselors offer Christian counseling for individuals, couples, and families, on the basis of Holy Scripture 
and in accord with the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. 
     When a Christian needs a little extra help in working through challenging personal or relationship 
problems, the local pastor should always be the first person he or she turns to. But sometimes a more 
specialized form of counseling, from those who have been especially trained to offer such help to God’s 
people, is warranted, in addition to what a pastor can offer. It is problematic, however, when there are no 
professional counselors in a region where a Lutheran pastor serves, who operate from within the belief system 
of his church, to whom he can make referrals. WLCFS offers a solution to that problem, with its Member 
Assistance Program. 
     Through this program, WLCFS partners with local pastors and their congregations, in providing online 
Christian counseling to those who need this kind of additional help. The payment for these confidential 
counseling services is provided by or through the congregation, and not directly by the individuals. The cost 
is $75 per hour of counseling, which is about half the actual cost of providing this service. (Donations that 
have been made to WLCFS for this special ministry make up the difference.) A typical counseling situation  

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Professional Christian Counseling, continued from Page 2 
involves 6 to 8 sessions with the counselee or counselees, so that the total cost for helping an individual, couple, or 
family, in a time of special need, would probably be between $450 and $600. 
     A special fund, from which the cost for such counseling services can be paid – if and when our pastor sees a need to 
make such a referral for those whom he counsels – is being set up within our congregation. This new “Member 
Assistance Program Fund” will not be a regular budget item, but will be supported only with special designated gifts, in 
the same way as our church’s Benevolence Fund is maintained. So, as an act of Christian love, please consider making 
a designated contribution to this new fund – for the benefit of those who may in the future meet with the pastor, but 
who could be helped through this online ministry as well. Even though you will never know who those people are, your 
generosity will be greatly appreciated. 
     It is not possible to predict when or how often this money would have to be used. And when it is used, the identities 
of the individuals who benefit from this counseling would be kept in strict confidence. But when such a need does arise, 
it would be great to be able to make a referral for such counseling, and to be able to pay for it. In his private counseling 
with individuals, couples, and families, Pastor Webber does sometimes see a need for this kind of service. And the 
modern technology of the Internet now makes it possible to meet this need! More information about this valuable 
program can be found on the WLCFS website: 
   
christianfamilysolutions.org/counseling/member-assistance-program 
 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2, ESV). 

 

Sunday School Mission Project 
 
     Members of our Ladies’ Guild who traveled to the recent mission rally in Fort Mohave had an opportunity to hear 
news and see photos presented by Rev. Steven Peterson, Administrator of the ELS Board for World Outreach. Pastor 
Peterson gave updates on all the mission fields supported by our synod in Chile, Peru, Latvia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, 
South Korea and India. We took particular interest in the portion of his presentation about mission work in India. 
     You may recall that a few months ago, members of our Sunday Bible class, and later the Sunday School children, 
viewed a DVD sent to us from Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Naples, FL. In that DVD, the children of the Naples 
congregation appealed to us to take more of an active role in fundraising for the orphanages our synod assists in India. 
If you missed seeing that video, it can be viewed it here on the Our Savior’s website: 
www.oursaviornaples.org/youth.html 
     Our congregation’s Sunday School was asked to provide support for the orphanage located in Kavuluru (or 
Kowluru), India. Special offering envelopes were given to Sunday School families in December, along with a letter of 
explanation. (Our ladies who attended the mission rally presented a check for the donations which have been received 
so far.) Redeemer also received a poster for our bulletin board and a letter of explanation about the project. Here are 
some excerpts from that letter: 
 
“...the Sunday School Children of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Naples, FL, invite your Sunday School… to join us 
in a mission outreach by children, for children... We have so many missions to help, but we chose orphans in India 
because we knew our students would understand the needs of other children. They would love to have your children 
join them.” 
 
“I know what you’re thinking. Budgets are tight. How could our small [Sunday School] possibly make a difference? 
It’s not as difficult as you think. In India, an American dollar goes a very long way. For example, the synod budgets 
$12 for each orphan per month. This covers their housing, food, and other basic needs. What could we do with $12? 
Buy a t-shirt, perhaps, or a nice lunch for one. Ice cream for the family easily tops $12. It won’t take much to make a 
significant difference for these children.” 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Sunday School Mission Project 
“We can do this, one dollar at a time! One dollar per student. One dollar per congregation member. Have a collection 
once a month, once a quarter, once a year. Whatever your group feels it can do will be a huge blessing for these 
children. They need shoes, medicine, school supplies, toothbrushes, socks... you name it. We can bring a bit of joy to 
the children with a small Christmas gift. One school lost its leased facility and is meeting outdoors, with the rainy 
season rapidly approaching. We can do so much for them, one dollar at a time.” 
 
“Even more than money, these students and their caregivers need your prayers. Please pray for their health. India is a 
poor country, with many associated health issues, and medical care is expensive. Pray for their faith. Christians...in 
India...are surrounded by idols, and are actively persecuted in many parts of the country by majority–Hindu 
governments and violent extremists... Pray for their caregivers.” 
 
     Pastor Peterson has visited several of the orphanages our synod supports in India, and kindly supplied us with 
photos. Here is a photo of the children in Kavuluru who will be receiving our funds. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     During the rally Pastor Peterson reminded us that each year the orphans are provide two new changes of clothing. 
We were told that the children are fed chicken once a week, and eggs a couple of times. The rest of their meals consist 
of rice and vegetable curry. Each child has one small suitcase in which all their personal possessions are kept.  
     The orphanage we support is connected with St. Joseph Lutheran Church, whose pastor is George Livingston. This 
is a photo of the congregation gathered for worship. Notice the children from the orphanage in their matching outfits at 
the lower right corner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please consider joining our efforts to help our young brothers and sisters in Kavuluru. Special envelopes are provided to 
Sunday School students and their families. Additional envelopes are available on the bulletin board in our fellowship 
room, in case other church members would like to contribute. These special offering envelopes may be placed in the 
church collection plate, and will be credited to your annual giving statement. And above all, pray for these young 
people who are without families, and living in a poverty-stricken part of the world where there is often much hostility to 
the gospel. As Jesus reminds us, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 
me” (Matt. 25:40, ESV). 
 
– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator 
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Church Choir 
     The choir will rehearse at 8:20 a.m. on the four Sundays preceding Easter (March 8, 15, 22, and 29). All voice parts 
are needed, and new singers are welcome. If you wish to participate, please arrive at church by 8:15 a.m. so that 
rehearsals can promptly begin at 8:20. Thank you, in advance, for your efforts – which will beautify our Easter Service!  

 

Special Classes During Lent 
 
Physical death awaits all of us. But for those who know Christ, eternal life, and the resurrection, also await us. Come 
and learn more about a subject that is important to everyone. For the first four Sundays during Lent (February 22, and 
March 1, 8, and 15), the Sunday morning Adult Class will be making use of a special multimedia course on death, and 
what comes after death, entitled “Death... Then What?” The course includes a video for each session, followed by 
discussion questions that go along with each video. It is produced by Lutheran Hour Ministries. For more information 
on this specific course, see this web page: www.lhm.org/men/studydetail.asp?id=19975 

 

Snowbird Interview: Dave and Mary Coleman 
Conducted by Erica Olson, Editorial Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erica: Thank you so much for taking the time to let me interview you for the newsletter! I know that I typically 
interview members, but now I'm trying to get some of our snowbirds interviewed, and I think we can have some fun 
with this. First off, where do you live the rest of the year? 
 
Mary: We live in Elmwood, a town with a little over 600 people, in southeast Nebraska. 
  
Erica: How long have you been coming to Arizona during the winters? 
 
Mary: This is our fifth season. 
  
Erica: Where do you stay while you're living here? 
Mary: We have a fifth wheel toy hauler that we pull down here and live at Meridian RV Park in Apache Junction. 
  
Erica: What keeps you busy while you're in the Phoenix area? 
 
Mary: We love to hike, ride bikes, explore the area, anything that keeps us outside in this beautiful weather! 
 
Dave: I have a metal detector that I love to take out in the desert and explore.  I also love to fish. 
 
Erica: Have you ever found anything good with your metal detector? 
 
Dave: Yes, I have found many small items, such as bullets, coins, old keys. My best find was a rosette from a bridle  

 (Continued on Page 6) 
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Snowbird Interview: Dave and Mary Coleman, continued 
or saddle that belonged to a mail delivery rider for the American Express Company. This company was started by 
Henry Wells and William Fargo in 1850. They also started Wells Fargo Bank. [It] is approximately 130 years old. 
 

Erica: What made you decide to be Arizona snowbirds as opposed to, say, Florida or New Mexico? 
 

Mary: No humidity – we get enough of that at home! Also the consistent warm temperatures, variety of outdoor 
activities and also family members that live in the valley. 
 

Erica: How did you choose Redeemer as your church away from home?  
 

Mary: Our home pastor went on the “Evangelical Lutheran Liturgical Congregations” website and helped us find a 
church. 
  
Erica: That’s good. I think that’s how a lot of people find our church. Do you still work?  
 

Mary: I spent most of my career working as a secretary/office manager in insurance companies, real estate companies 
and also in public and parochial schools. The last 10 years before I retired, we owned a Bed and Breakfast. 
 

Erica: Sounds exciting! What kinds of things do you like to do in your spare time? 
 

Mary: I love to read, walk and help with the grandkids. 
 

Dave: I love to hunt, fish, bike ride, and am a “rock hound”. 
  
Erica: I think you’re the only “rock hound” I know. Ha ha! Does your whole family live in Nebraska? 
 

Dave: Yes, our kids, grandkids and Mary’s mom all live nearby. 
 

Mary: We have three sons: Mike, Aaron and Dan; and four grandchildren: Henry (9), Dashiell (7), Lila (5) and Matilda 
(3). Mike is single and lives in Omaha. Aaron, Tina (his wife) and Matilda live in Lincoln; and Dan, Shannon (his 
wife), Henry, Dashiell, and Lila live right outside Elmwood. Mike works for HDR Architectural Firm; Aaron and Tina 
both work for the University of Nebraska; Dan works for Pfizer Pharmaceutical Company in Lincoln, and Shannon for 
Olson Architectural in Omaha. We keep busy going to all their ball games, school events, and also love camping with 
them in the summer. My mom lives in a care center “Green house” in Lincoln and is 96 years old.  We are very blessed 
to have her with us yet. 
  
Erica: Have you done a lot of traveling in your life together? 
 

Mary: We have been fortunate to be able to visit Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Alaska, Mexico and most of the [contingent] 48 
states. We would love to go to Europe some day and hope to get to the Canadian Rockies within the next couple of 
years. 
  
Erica: That sounds like fun! How long have you been married? 
 

Mary: It will be 29 years in August. 
  
Erica: There are a lot of new people in our church, several who have joined, and others who have been coming with the 
intent to join, since the last time you were here. A lot of these people haven't had a chance to get to know you yet. What 
would you like them to know about you that I haven't already asked? 
 

Mary: Well, you have done a very good job of covering our lives, Erica. We are so very blessed that we are able to 
come down here every winter, to be able to worship at Redeemer and meet such wonderful Christian people. 
  
Erica: And we are so very blessed to have you, too! Thank you so much for your time. I really enjoyed being able to get 
to know you better, and I’m sure others will agree! 
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9 a.m. DS 
Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 
 

8 
Lent 3 
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6-6:30 p.m. Soup 
Supper 
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Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

28 

21 
 

14 
 

7 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

March 2015 



 

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
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