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From the Pastor’s Desk 

     Our congregation is continuing 

to grow and mature. Every year, we 
become better established, and more 
stable than the last year. The Lord is 
to be thanked for all of this. Jesus 
said: “Everyone then who hears these 
words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the 
rock” (Matthew 7:24-25, ESV). 
     There are three small indicators of 
this increasing stability. The first is 
that we now have our own web site. 
For the entirety of my ministry here – 
starting actually before I arrived in 
the U.S., from Ukraine, to begin my 
service in Scottsdale – I have hosted 
the church web site within my 
personal web domain, on designated 
pages of my Angelfire account. But 
now the church has its own web site. 
The home page URL is 
www.redeemerscottsdale.org  Check 
it out! 
     The second indicator is that we are 
making substantial headway in 
repaying our financial debt to the 
synod. The special offering for this 
purpose that was received during the 
months of March and April totaled 
$6,500. And all of this was matched 
by an anonymous donor, which 
means that we collected a grand total 
of $13,000 to be sent to the synod – 
above and beyond the regular amount 
that we had already budgeted to send 
every quarter. This is all greatly 
encouraging. It is a great blessing for 
our church to be able to keep up with 

local expenses and obligations, while 
also paying down the debt we have to 
our church body – which supported us 
when we needed that support. Now, 
we are beginning once again to 
support our church body, and its 
mission efforts, through paying back 
these loans. 
     And the third indicator is that we 
are now going to start following, in a 
consistent way, the stipulations of our 
official bylaws regarding term limits 
for those who are elected to church 
offices. For the past several years it 
has not been possible for us to do this, 
because we simply did not have 
enough active men in the 
congregation to be able to switch off 
with one another, and take turns, in 
the shared fulfillment of these 
responsibilities. But now we do. 
Membership in general, and voting 
membership in particular, have been 
increasing. 
     So, if you are a male voting 
member of the congregation, you may 
be approached in the near future, and 
asked if you will agree to be 
nominated for a church office of some 
kind. If and when that happens, please 
consider how you can help to do your 
part, in maintaining and advancing 
the mission and work of our 
congregation, through service in this 
way. And you don’t actually have to 
wait to be approached. If you think 
you might like to serve in some 
position, according to your gifts and 
abilities, feel free to speak with me, 
or with congregational president Jim 
Bonnell. St. Peter writes: “As each  
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Ladies’ Guild News 
     The Arizona/California Circuit Women’s Rally 
was held at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, 
Arizona, on April 28, 2012. There were 33 people in 
attendance, representing the ELS churches in Irvine, 
California; Lake Havasu City, Arizona; and 
Scottsdale. 
     The opening devotion was led by Rev. Jay 
Webber.   
     Nicholas and Kerry Laper, directors of the Gift of 
Life organization in Ukraine, made an interesting 
presentation on the humanitarian and evangelistic 
work of Gift of Life, which is conducted in 
cooperation with the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 
     Rev. Steven Petersen, ELS World Outreach 
administrator, made two presentations. In the 
morning session he spoke about the synod’s work in  
 

Europe. In the afternoon session he covered the 
mission efforts that are carried out in South America 
and Asia. 
     During the business meeting, an offering of 
$1,067.00 was received. From that collection, 
$266.75 (25%) was given to Gift of Life. The 
remaining amount, $800.25, was given to the 
CrossStitch national organization, to be used where 
needed. 
     The 2013 Arizona/California rally will be 
sponsored by Faith Lutheran Church in Irvine, 
California. 
     The closing devotion was led by Rev. Carl Wosje. 
     Photographs of the rally can be viewed on this 
page in the new church web site: 
www.redeemerscottsdale.org/gallery2012Apr28.html 

has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 
serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies – in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 
4:10-11). Amen indeed! 
 
– Pastor Webber 

From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

The annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod will be held on the campus of Bethany 
Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota, June 17-
21. Pastor Webber will attend, as will our 
congregation’s two delegates, Norman Hartigan and 
Paul Webber. The sessions of the convention will be 
webcast, via the synod web site: 
www.evangelicallutheransynod.org  

Synod Convention 
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Member Interview with Karen Weed 
Conducted by Erica Olson, Valley Evangel Editorial Assistant 

  

 

 

Erica: How long have you been a member at 
Redeemer? 
Karen: When I was sent to The Heritage [in 
Carefree], I was already a member of a Lutheran 
church in Apache Junction, King of Kings, and I 
was a member there until 2007. I had my [car] 
accident in 2003, and I really didn’t do anything [at 
that time] because I really wasn’t in the best 
condition to go to church, and then I moved to The 
Heritage, I knew it would be impossible. I would 
have to get somebody that had membership to drop 
me there. I think that’s when I met Pastor 
[Webber], too. I called King of Kings and asked if 
they knew of a church nearby that I could go to. I 
told them [I had moved] and I can’t drive anymore, 
and [the man I talked to] said, “Well, there’s 
Redeemer,” and that’s how I met Pastor. He came 
and told me where [the church] is and [introduced 
me to people who live in the area who could take 
me to and from church].  
     Then when I moved out of The Heritage and 
came to Sunrise [Senior Living], that’s when I met 
Wayne Anderson, who comes this way, and also 
Carole Clingan.  
     [And I’ll soon be moving to] California, and the 
church where my [oldest] daughter goes, Risen 
Savior, is a small church, but a little bit bigger than 
Redeemer. The pastor there is young, [but] he has a 
good family, and when I was there, his wife had 
just given birth to their sixth child. … It’s 
someplace that I feel comfortable, where I know a  

few people besides just my daughter and son-in-law. 
And when my granddaughter comes back from 
college, we all go to church together. 
Since my other daughter moved up to Washington 
state, I have nobody else here [from my family]. I 
had a caregiver here, [since 2007, but the company 
went through some budget cuts] and she was fired. 
And there went my input on getting a hold of my 
doctors and nurses. …  And things here just aren’t 
working out so great. So, I’m hoping that when I 
move out to California to be near my daughter, I can 
find doctors … that I can trust there. But I’ll also 
have the back-up of my daughter, too.  
… 

     Being in the heat here has [made my health] 
problems worse. So, I think the move to San Diego, 
with the temperature being around 80, and then 
you’ve got the ocean, [will be good for me]. … So, 
I’m feeling better about moving there. I’ll have my 
daughter and her husband there, and my two 
granddaughters when they get back from college. I’ll 
have them there for support. They can take me to 
church, because they’re members there …  I feel 
very blessed that I’ll be moving to another church 
that I will love as much as I love Redeemer. It’s kind 
of give-and-take. I’ll be leaving people I like, but it 
will be better for me to get out of the heat, because 
my body can’t take this. People say you’ll get used 
to it, but not all the time. I’ve lived here since 2000, 
and it’s gotten worse [for me]. And it could be 
because of all [my health problems], too.  
 

Erica: I’m curious because you said you’re going to 
be moving to California to be close to your daughter. 
How many kids do you have? 
 

Karen: I have four. My oldest daughter Kimberly, 
she’s the one I’m moving to California to be close 
to, and then about nine months [after she was born] 
came John, and then a year later came Steven, and 
then I had a break for about two years and had 
Laura. Laura lives in Washington… My [oldest] son 
lives in Washington, too, and he has two daughters 
that are in high school, and my son Steven has a boy 
and a girl … And he recently had a new son. And 
they live in Washington, too. …  

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Member Interview with Karen Weed (continued) 
 I feel so blessed that the Lord has given me four kids 
who have loved and supported me…  
Erica: Well, I know that Redeemer has been a very 
important part of your life since you’ve been a 
member, and one of the things that I wanted to learn 
from you is what you appreciate about the 
congregation and how the church has helped you get 
through some of your health concerns. 
Karen: The love and support. Like if you have a 
problem, you call the pastor and he’ll be there. 
Everybody helps everybody, and that love and 
support is one of the biggest things, because if I 
didn’t have that, I’d be falling by the wayside, I’ll tell 
you that. It’s kind of a private little church, where 
everybody knows everybody and helps everybody… 
And there’s going to be [people like that] and help [at 
my new church in California], too.  So, I’ll be going 
to a church that I’ve been to quite a few times.  
… 
Erica: What have been some of the most memorable 
times that you’ve had at Redeemer?  
 
Karen: Oh, the church services and Christmas and 
Easter, and meeting new people who come in or 
people who visit during the winter months, and… I 
think the thing I like most about it is that everybody 
knows everybody, and everybody is like a family 
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member. And the Ladies’ Guild is absolutely 
wonderful. If I could do more, I would. I’d love to, 
but I just can’t. … Being at Redeemer, it’s like 
family. And the support. And the pastor! I’ve never 
had a pastor [who was] so nice. You know, I grew up 
as a Lutheran, and I’ve had pastors that I liked, but 
Pastor [Webber] has such knowledge, such support 
and helping me, that it’s amazing. Going from the 
church in Apache Junction [to Redeemer] was such a 
complete change. It was like everybody knew 
everybody, and everybody was caring… And Pastor 
with his sermons and his [Bible studies], is amazing! 
I’ve never seen it done that way. That’s what I’m 
going to miss. If he could go to San Diego 
sometime… I think that’s the main thing: the love 
and the support and everybody helping everybody. It 
brings me to tears because it’s so wonderful, and it’s 
exactly what I needed.  
 
Erica: Well, we’re sure going to miss you when 
you’re gone. 
 
Karen: Well, I’m going to have a difficult time, like I 
said. But I have some support going where I’m going. 
… I think the main thing is that I can get out of 
Arizona… My daughter is now my guardian, so she 
can handle anything that I need.  
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Devotion: Is God Up There? 
   
In the beginning 

God created the 

heavens and the 

earth. Genesis 1:1 

 

     “God, if you are 
up there, please show 
yourself to me.” 
Have you ever said 
that to God? 
Wouldn’t it be great 
if God just came 
down and showed 
himself to us? 
     God does show 
himself. In the first 
line of the Bible, 
God reveals himself 
to us.  He tells us that 
he made all things. 
He made the huge 
galaxies of the 
universe. He made the tiniest atoms. He made you 
and me. His creation demonstrates his power, 
creativity, wisdom, and tender concern for us. 
     Take time to notice and to marvel at all God 
made—the colors of the sky, the light of the sun 
and stars, the mosaic of leaves outside your 
window, the beauty of the landscape within your 
view. Consider how God made you. Think of how 
your body works—your eyes and ears, your arms, 
legs, fingers and toes, your brain. 
     However, God did not make the world and then 
stand back as a disinterested observer far removed 

from it all. He is “up 
there” watching over 
it all. He continues to 
care for us by 
providing for all our 
needs. 
     Sadly, we often 
don’t thank him for 
what he has done for 
us. We forget him. 
For that, God has 
every right to turn 
his back on us. 
Amazingly, he still 
cares for us. More 
than that, he came 
down to us and 
saved us from our 
wayward ways.  He 
came down in love 
in the person of his 
Son, Jesus, and 

rescued us. Jesus lived the perfect life of thanks that 
we should live. On the cross, he died the death we 
should die for our sins. He promises a new and 
perfect world where all who believe in him will live 
forever in perfect joy. 
     Is God up there? Yes he is! God is not only up 
there, he is in every inch of his creation. He is closer 
to you than your own skin. Does God love and care 
for his creation? Oh, how he cares! He sent his Son, 
Jesus, and rescued the world he has made. Look at 
God’s creation, and above all, look to Jesus and 
know that God is “up there” loving and caring for 
you. 
 

From the ELS Board for Evangelism
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, June/July 2012 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


