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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Dear members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
   

Even in the midst of many difficulties, we in Arizona are attempting to return to a
normal life as much as possible. Stores, restaurants, workplaces, and churches are open. The
civil authorities want us to practice social distancing and wear face coverings when we are
around other people, since COVID-19 is still spreading, but most of us are able to function
once again, with only minimal inconveniences.

Our church body, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, is in the process of developing
relationships with Lutheran church bodies in Kenya and Uganda. As many of you know, I was
serving as an adjunct instructor for the seminary that is operated by the Kenyan church. But
that seminary, and all the congregations in both Kenya and Uganda, are still shut down,
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. There are fewer hospitals and medical resources in east
Africa, as compared to the more prosperous countries of North America and Europe, and so
the governments of those countries are being much more cautious. But the people of Kenya
and Uganda are also suffering more intensely than are people in North America and Europe.
The lockdown, and the suspension of most economic activities in those countries, have
resulted in real shortages of food and basic life necessities. The synod, and other concerned
friends, have provided some financial assistance to our friends in Kenya and Uganda. Pictured

here are Pastor Simon Peter Waako in Uganda,
sharing food with two children; and Pastor David
Ombogo in Kenya, sharing food with a larger group
of children. But more help is needed. If you are able
to offer a designated financial gift to help alleviate
these needs, please consider doing so. You can send
something directly to the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod at 6 Browns Court, Mankato, MN 56001,
designated for humanitarian assistance in either
Kenya or Uganda; or you can give a designated gift
to the congregation, which will then be forwarded to
the synod.

It can be very stressful for us, as we ponder
the uncertainties of our life and of our nation’s and
church’s future. Jesus gives us good counsel for a
time like this:
   

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious
about your life, what you will eat or what 
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you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his
span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its
own trouble.” (Matthew 6:25-34, ESV)
   

And in a practical way, it will also help us to avoid worrying about ourselves and our circumstances, when we
focus instead on others, who are in much worse circumstances; and when we consider what we can do to help
them. In that respect, St. Paul gives us good counsel:
   

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

(Galatians 6:9-10, ESV)  
   

In the peace of the Lord,
Pastor Webber

  

Library News
   

New books in the Church Library Donated by the Schmeissings
   

What Does The Bible Say About... The Ultimate A To Z Resource by Thomas Nelson    How does a
2,000-year-old book apply to the 21st century? This Ultimate A to Z Resource applies biblical insight to
hundreds of contemporary topics ranging from addiction, to political infighting, to world hunger. (Amazon) 
   

Dying to Live: The Power of Forgiveness by Howard Senkbeil   How do simple water,
bread, wine, and human words work in sinful lives to make people over into new
creatures? This book provides a detailed description of God's actions to form
Christians in Christ's image through the Word and Sacraments. Senkbeil’s
conversational book tackles Christianity in a readable manner that is accessible to new
Christians as well as long-time believers. (Amazon)
   

The New Dare to Discipline by James C. Dobson   Why are boundaries so important?
Do children really want limits set on their behavior? Is it okay to spank my child, or
will it lead him to hit others and become a violent person? The New Dare to
Discipline is a revised and updated edition of the classic best seller, designed to help
you lead your children through the tough job of growing up. This practical guide will
teach you how to meet your children’s needs of love, trust, affection – and discipline. (Amazon)
   

In Jesus’ Name: A Festschrift of Sermons in Honor of Dr. Wilhelm Petersen edited by Alexander Ring   The
role of the sermon in a pastor’s ministry is hard to over-emphasize. Not only is this the way most members get
to know their pastor, but more importantly it is the place where week after week Christians hear about their
Savior. Through his preaching, a pastor is to display Jesus to His people. In Jesus’ Name is a collection of
sermons for every Sunday of the Church Year, written by students and friends of Dr. Wilhelm Petersen in
honor of his many years of service to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Bethany Evangelical Lutheran
Seminary. (Goodreads) (Note: Pastor Webber contributed one of the sermons in this book.)
   

Where to Find It in the Bible: The Ultimate A to Z Resource by Ken Anderson   Where to Find it in the Bible
is a contemporary concordance that uses common phrases to help you locate biblical sources on a myriad of
subjects, both traditional and offbeat. Useful to anyone who wants to find – using everyday speech – relevant
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Bible passages quickly and easily. An A-to-Z listing of topics puts key Scriptures at your fingertips, without
heavy theological language. Includes humorous illustrations throughout. (Amazon)
   

Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 1, by Francis Pieper  A translation of Christliche Dogmatik. Volume 1 addresses
the nature and character of theology, Holy Scripture, the doctrine of God, divine providence, angelology, the
doctrine of man, sin and evil, and more.
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

The Seminary Adventure of
the Scheele Family
   

The Scheele family adventure started in 2015 when Shaylene and I were married in November at
Redeemer. In the spring of 2016, we debated moving to Mankato, Minnesota, so that I could attend Bethany

Theological Seminary. It was a hard decision to
move across the country because we had two older
girls already who, at the time, were in 2nd and 5th
grade, and Shaylene had an excellent job at State
Farm in Tempe. We would have to find a job that
allowed me to go to seminary as well as support
my family. One Sunday, as Pastor Webber was
away, Pastor Dan Basel came and filled in. He is
the Synod’s Giving Counselor and a member at
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Mankato. He
happened to be aware of a job opening at Mt.
Olive, where his son was the Trustee and basically
promised us it was ours if we wanted to take the
job. At that point, the decision became more
viable, and within weeks we were made aware of a
housing opportunity that would be perfect for our
family.  The choice was clear, and we made a
move to Mankato in May of 2016.

           When we arrived in Mankato, Shaylene was already pregnant with Luke. The plan was to start seminary
right away, but we had learned of some health complications with Luke that would require
surgery when he was born. Instead of beginning seminary right away, we decided to finish my
last year of New Testament Greek, which is a seminary requirement. This was a tough decision
because it would prolong graduating from seminary by a year, but having more time at home
helped Shaylene with all the hospital visits we would have with Luke. Therefore, in the first year
in Mankato, I finished my second year of Greek as well as worked full-time at Mt. Olive
Lutheran School as the custodian. That first year was packed with lots of activities that Taylor
and Kaitlyn were involved in at Mt. Olive. Taylor had a full year of basketball, which kept us
busy traveling around to see her games, and Kaitlyn was also part of these games as she was on
the cheer team at all of the basketball games.
           The next three years were a bit of a grind. I was at the seminary full-time as well as
working at Mt. Olive full-time. Shaylene and I would split the duties at Mt. Olive for the first
year when she could make it to the school and help out. When Lydia was born in the fall of 2018, Shaylene had to
stay home with the kids. There was never a dull moment for Shaylene and me. My daily schedule was class in the
morning through the afternoon with a small break to do any homework or spend time at home before going into
work for the evening.

Meanwhile, Shaylene had to take care of the whole house while I was away. This meant she had to make
sure Taylor and Kaitlyn were doing well in school, take them to their school activities, look after Luke and Lydia
and make sure we were all fed all of the time. We were not totally alone in our efforts, however. We met some
great people in Mankato who were always willing to help out, especially with the long drives to sporting events
that we just couldn’t do because of our busy schedule. Not only did we receive great support from our
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congregation at Mt. Olive, but we also received support
from churches throughout our synod, including
Redeemer. Our synod’s support of their seminarians is
definitely a great blessing and helped us make it through
these long four years.
           On March 31 our daughter Karis was born. She
came in the middle of a pandemic with only one month
left in seminary classwork. Due to COVID-19, all the
students were forced to go online and have class through
Zoom. This was an interesting experience and a very

anti-climactic way to end seminary. However, because school was out at Mt. Olive as well, I was able to be home
more often and help with the kids and spend more time with Shaylene. Therefore, the last month of class work was
not as stressful as it could have been.
           These past four years seemed so long, yet they also seemed to have flown right by. Vicar call day finally
arrived last month on May 6. I thought the day would never come, but it did, and we were shocked. I was called to
be the Vicar at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Waterloo, Iowa, and Faith Lutheran Church in Parkersburg, Iowa. The
two churches recently became vacant, so my
bishop, Pastor Harting, will not be present at
the church. Instead, he is 80 miles away,
serving his congregations in Thornton, Iowa.
We will have regular meetings, and other
pastors are coming by and helping me with
services each month.
           I had the chance to visit both
congregations early this month before we
officially moved. Both congregations seem very
excited to have someone come to help them
during their vacancy. We will be staying in the
parsonage in Waterloo, which is a beautiful house that will provide plenty of space for our family. This year will
be full of learning opportunities, and I look forward to meeting all the members of my new congregations.

The Scheele family would like to thank Redeemer Lutheran Church for your continued prayers throughout
the years as well as for your gifts. These past four years would not have been possible if not for the support of the
congregation and of our great synod. 
   

– Sean Scheele

  
Summer Sunday School - June Review
   

Redeemer’s young people have now completed the first month of 2020 summer Sunday School.  As in
years past, our congregation is again using one of the special summer programs produced by Concordia Publishing
House, which feature fun sub-themes. Do you recall any of these prior programs? 

Pray, Praise and Give Thanks (2016) – set at a country fair
Fear, Love and Trust (2017) – a visit to a castle
Delivered: God’s Gifts of Grace (2018) – the U.S. National Park System
I Spy Salvation’s Story (2019) – spies and espionage

A major difference this year is our inability to meet in person for Sunday School classes following worship, due to
restrictions regarding the pandemic. Our workaround so far has been to provide materials and online resources to
families each week, with the hope that parents and children will take time at home to do the lesson together. A
family recently shared a charming video clip of their child excitedly opening their envelope from Redeemer when
it arrived in the mail.

All the Bible stories in “H2Oh! God Keeps His Promises” have a connection to water. The colorful leaflets
generally feature a retelling of the Bible story on the cover, a “Search & Know” review activity for older students
on the back, and a “Search & Find” hidden pictures puzzle for younger pupils inside.  A prayer, Bible verse, and
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weekly water science fact are also included. From other Sunday School resource web sites, we download coloring
pages for the younger pupils, and Bible story crossword or word search puzzles for the older students. Every

weekend parents are sent an email with You Tube links
for animated versions of the Bible stories and a water
science video option; also links to the CPH Family
Faith Pages for each lesson. 

In Lesson One, “H2Oh! Everywhere,” we
embarked with the story of Noah’s Ark (Genesis
6:9–9:17). In Lesson Two we went “Walking Through
H2Oh!” (Exodus 14) as we crossed the Red Sea with
Moses and the Israelites. One parent especially liked the
YouTube link to an excerpt from the epic movie “The
Ten Commandments,” starring Charleton Heston as
Moses. We then ventured out into the desert in Lesson
Three, “Miraculous H2Oh! Water from the Rock”
(Exodus 17: 1-7). We also explored the related water
fact further, by viewing the animated video “What is
Groundwater?” 

Lessons 4 and 5 both featured the prophet
Elijah. “H2Oh! Survival” (1 Kings 17:1-6) recounted
God sending ravens carrying bread and meat to Elijah as
he hid by the Brook Cherith. Students learned about the
great drought of the 1930s in the Studies Weekly “Dust
Bowl” video. “Fire and H2Oh!” (1 Kings 18:20-40) told

the exciting story of Elijah’s contest with the prophets of Baal, and how fire from heaven consumed the meat,
stones and water used to drench the sacrificial altar. A former Walt Disney animator (Rene Pfitzner) prepared a
great video version of the story, “Elijah & the Prophets of Baal.” 

Want to know more?  Use these links to view some of the online resources we have used:
The Ten Commandments (crossing Red Sea excerpt) – www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT0eX7FZXv4
KQED QUEST What is Groundwater? – www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNWAerr_xEE
Studies Weekly: The Dust Bowl – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_CFwEqfZ8w
Rene Pfitzner: Elijah & the Prophets of Baal – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xiyljA9qz0
H2Oh! Everyday Faith Family Pages - www1.cph.org/sundayschool/downloads/View%20All%20Lessons-h2o.pdf
   

– Carol Webber, Sunday School Coordinator

 

Like Sheep without a Shepherd
   

“When [Jesus] saw the crowds, He was moved
with compassion for them, because they were
troubled and downcast, like sheep without a
shepherd.” Matthew 9:36

Do these adjectives describe you? I think
lately, in one way or another, we have all felt a
little troubled and downcast. In the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus shows us one of His strongest
traits: His compassion.  

The compassion of Jesus here in this
account moved Him to do something about the
hurt that was so prevalent: He sent His 12 disciples with power and authority; He sent them carrying His Word,
His life-changing message of salvation through faith in Him as the Son of God and Savior of the world.  

This message is unlike anything the world can provide, and – in a way – we can say that it is exclusively
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inclusive. We’re told that in one sense, Christianity is the most exclusive religion in the world in that there is only
one single way to be saved. Jesus Himself says in John chapter 14, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No
one comes to the Father, except through me.” Salvation is found in no one else. It’s only Jesus. It isn’t giving
enough money, doing enough good, trying hard enough, it’s only Jesus. It’s only belief that He is the Son of God,
that through His perfect life and sacrificial death on the cross that our sins are forgiven and we get to enter through
that narrow gate that leads to eternal life.

But in another sense, we can also say that Christianity is the most inclusive religion in the world. Because
while there is one way to heaven, that way is open for all, it’s not dependent on anything we are or anything we do;
it depends on Jesus.

God’s Word, the Bible, clearly teaches that all are perfectly equal – we each deserve exactly the same
treatment. Because of sin, we are all equally deserving of hell. And that hard-to-stomach truth is not dependent on
the color of your skin or what country your ancestors were born in. But just as we are all equal in deserving
damnation, we are also equal in how valuable we are in the eyes of our God. When you look at someone who is
different than you remember that God loves them in exactly the same way He loves you, a love so deep that it
moved Him to send His one and only Son to suffer hell in their place, so that narrow path to eternal life could be
open to them as well, just as it has been opened to you.

This is the powerful message that changes hearts, and we are blessed to be able to share it! Pray that the
Lord would send out workers into His harvest field, pray for the workers already there, and continue to look for
opportunities to talk about your compassionate, loving Savior with your friends and neighbors. During difficult
times that cause us to be troubled and downcast, our Savior brings us the joy of our salvation and reminds us that
while in this world, we will have trouble – but that we can take heart because He has overcome the world, and
through faith His victory has become ours!
   

– from the ELS Board for Home Outreach
  

The Alpha Center moves
   

The Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center has resumed its operations, and is
moving from its Indian School Road location to a remodeled classroom at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, at 3040 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85013.
Alpha clients and volunteers will now have easy access to pastoral support from
this church. Alpha has been operating from its Indian School Road location since
1984, and during that time saw 13,500 clients. They were met with smiling faces
from Alpha’s volunteers, and were given advice and counsel from God’s Word
about baptism, chastity, and many other topics pertaining to the Christian faith and
Christian living – while always being shown God’s love in Christ. Clients were
given Bibles, pastoral referrals, devotional materials,
Bible teaching series books, and the evangelistic
brochure The Promise in four different languages.
And of course, through the generosity of Alpha’s
supporters, clients were given baby care supplies,
diapers, infant clothing, and other forms of
assistance. God has blessed Alpha’s ministry in

many ways, and we pray that he will continue to do so at the center’s new location.
The new mailing address for the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center is: P.O.

Box 33872, Phoenix, AZ 85067. Redeemer’s Alpha liaison continues to be Jennifer
Seman. On June 20 she and other members of her family spent some time helping to
get the new location ready for Alpha to move in. They were joined by other
volunteers. The support of the members and friends of our congregation continues to
be needed, and is greatly appreciated. They will be ready to receive donations and
supplies again in the coming weeks. Alpha’s needs remain focused on baby formula,
diapers sizes four and five, and summer clothing. Thank you so much for your
support for the Alpha Center!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
July 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

Internet Study
Group 7pm

5 Pentecost 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Online
Voters
meeting
7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

12 Pentecost 6 13 14 15 16 17 18

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

19 Pentecost 7 20 21 22 23 24 25

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

26 Pentecost 8 27 28 29 30 31

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the church’s website, and on the church’s YouTube page.


