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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: 10:30 am
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information) 

  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Seman

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
   

January 19 marked one of the most enjoyable events in the recent history of our congregation.
Over 80 persons – members, former members, and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church – gathered
together to offer thanks to God for his benevolent kindness toward the congregation, in allowing us to
become debt-fee and to have a clear title to our property. This comes through the generosity of many
people over the past several years, who were committed to the mission of the congregation and who
believed in its future. As God had blessed them, so they became conduits of blessing to the rest of us –
and to generations yet unknown who
will be served here with the means of
grace, and be prepared for eternity, in
the years to come. My sermon
accentuated the comfort St. Paul
expressed in his First Epistle to the
Corinthians: “God is faithful, by whom
you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1:9,
ESV). Following the Divine Service, we
gathered for a presentation on the
history of our property, and then enjoyed
a marvelous barbeque lunch together.

We now move forward as a
congregation. As we do, we are perhaps bolstered and encouraged to some degree by the glow of this
wonderful celebration. But at the deepest level we move forward because God has called us to move
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forward, into an ever-deeper knowledge
of God’s Word for ourselves and our
children, and into an ever-deeper love
for those in our community and region
whom we will continue to invite to
worship with us, and to believe with us
in the world’s Savior, Jesus Christ the
Lord. Local needs will, of course,
continue to require our financial gifts.
But as a debt-free congregation, we are
now able to raise our eyes to see a
larger horizon of the work of God’s
Spirit in this world; and to play a more

active role in supporting the people of God in poorer countries, who struggle to live and do their work in
the midst of great hardship. In the past, and I expect also in the future, our congregation and its members
have shown and will show a special interest in the work of our brothers and sisters in the faith in India,
Kenya, and Uganda. The Lord of the church may also open new doors for us, and open our eyes to see
new opportunities to share his forgiveness and love with a lost and hurting humanity. And as St. Paul also
writes to the Corinthians, “you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7-
8).
   
– Pastor Webber
   
   

Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:

Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism: A Parallel History of Their Origins by Hershel Shanks 
This revised parallel history of Judaism and Christianity presents the development of both religions
during the first six centuries of the Common Era in one understandable
volume. This volume takes readers from the middle of the first century
when a distinction between Judaism and Christianity first became
apparent to the Arab conquest. 

The Physics of Christianity by Frank J. Tipler  
Frank Tipler takes a new approach to the age-old dispute about the
relationship between science and religion in The Physics of Christianity.
In reviewing centuries of writings and discussions, Tipler realized that
in all the debate about science versus religion, there was no serious
scientific research into central Christian claims and beliefs. The Physics
of Christianity presents the fascinating results of his pioneering study.

Heaven Touching Earth: True Stories of Angels, Miracles, and Heavenly Encounters… by James Stuart
Bell
In Heaven Touching Earth, ordinary people share more than forty all-new stories of miracles, healing,
divine provision and protection, and encounters with angels and demons.

When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook on Christian Evidences by Norman L. Geisler 
When skeptics ask tough questions, believers can turn to this helpful, user-friendly guide for thoughtful,
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up-to-date answers. Readers will also learn to identify and respond to the misuse of Scripture by
nonbelievers and help detractors see the fullness, beauty, and truth of Christianity.

God-Breathed: The Undeniable Power and Reliability of Scripture by Josh McDowell 
God-Breathed – brand-new from Josh McDowell, who has been at the forefront of cultural trends and
ground-breaking ministry for over five decades. This life-transforming book takes readers on a journey as
they come to understand how the living, breathing Word of God speaks directly into their lives – teaching
them the meaning of life, love, relationships, and the joy He originally intended for His beloved children.
A bonus section includes full-color photographs of McDowell’s ancient Scripture artifacts.
   
– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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Alpha Center Update and 2020 Diaper Drive

The 47th annual March for Life took place in Washington, DC, the last weekend of January. It
was the first time a United States President addressed the crowd in person. Other presidents have attended
via pre-recorded message or satellite feed. Our hope is not in earthly princes, chariots or horses  (Psalms
20 & 146) but in the one true God. However, there is something encouraging when many among fallen
humanity step up in a way that the majority do not. Particularly as we survey the recent civil landscape
and see state laws in California, New York, Virginia, and other states that not only facilitate, but
encourage the murder of the unborn. 

In our own back yard the recent news of a drug-addicted mother murdering her three small
children is unfolding in nightmarish fashion. What I’ve found so shocking about the account is that the 3-
and nearly 2-year old children fought BACK
against their mother, leaving her with
scratches and bruises. Whether it is the fetus
resisting the abortifacient machines or
toddlers powerlessly raising their fists, both
are imbued by God with the innate desire to
live. We cannot save every life or change
every law, but we can be supportive of those
who want their children to live, and of those
who help them.

Redeemer Lutheran supports the
Alpha Pregnancy Center, located near 19th
Ave and Indian School. Alpha’s website is at
www.alphaaz.org. Many of you receive their
monthly newsletter via the Ladies Guild and
can see their impressive statistics. They are
open only on Tuesdays and Thursdays, but
they serve many women and families from
various backgrounds by providing infant and
toddler resources and sharing the Gospel. The center relies on charitable donations from WELS and ELS
churches to keep their doors open. Until recently they purchased the majority of their diapers from a
company that gave them a discounted rate. That company is going out of business, which means the
Alpha Center is in need even more of our donations! They need diapers sizes 1-5, with size 4 being the
most popular. Coincidentally, February is our annual Diaper Drive month! So please use this opportunity
to help us stock the center with diapers and other supplies.

In addition to diapers, the Center also needs baby wipes, food supplies and used children's
clothing, boys and girls, sizes 2-5. For those interested in doing more, if you have the time and ability
(particularly if you speak a second language, Spanish being the most popular), they are always eager for
more volunteer counselors. The Director of Alpha, Kay Retberg, will be visiting us on Sunday, April 26,
to give us an update on the Center’s work. 

Lastly, if you have a Thrivent policy you are eligible to apply for a grant of $250 twice a year.
These grants have helped Alpha tremendously. Some groups use them to throw a baby shower with the
seed money, or to get diapers, formula, and used clothing. Thrivent “Choice Dollars” is also a way in
which you can give to Alpha. The Choice Dollars are dividends built up on your Thrivent policy.

Thank you for all you have done, and will do, to support this effort in our corner of this fallen
world, to bring the light of Jesus Christ to the lost and desperate.

– Jennifer Seman, Alpha Ambassador
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Designated Fund Created

A new designated fund has been approved by the church
council, to gather funds to pay for the replacement of the church’s four
air conditioning units and air handling units. The two units that serve
the sanctuary and the rooms in the older part of the building (5 ton &
20 ton) are 25 years old. The two units that serve the newer education
and fellowship wing of the building (both 5 ton) are 13 years old. All
the units are considered to be beyond there designed useful life.
Redeemer asked five HVAC companies to bid on replacement costs,
with on-site inspections, and the best estimates to replace all four units
are approximately $60,000.

Any members or friends of the congregation who would like to contribute toward this fund are
welcome and encouraged to do so. Designated gifts should be marked “HVAC Fund.”

– Norman Hartigan, President of the Congregation

Jesus Draws Sin to Himself so that You Can Be Clean

In large earth moving equipment, like dump trucks and loaders, there is often a magnet in the
transmission. The purpose of this magnet is to catch the metal filings that wear off the gears in the
transmission. If those little pieces of metal were to stay in the fluid, they would cause greater wear on the
gears. The magnet helps keep the transmission fluid clean by drawing the “dirty metal filings” to itself.
The magnet is in the fluid to clean it.

Jesus is like that magnet. He isn’t in transmission fluid and he doesn’t attract metal filings. The
fluid that he cleanses is water. The “dirt” that he draws to himself is sin. Let me explain.

God sent John the Baptizer to prepare people for Jesus and to point to Jesus as the Savior from sin.
While everyone was going out to John to be baptized, Jesus went and was baptized too. This may seem
unusual because John’s baptism was for sinners.
Matthew wrote, “They were baptized by him in the
Jordan River as they confessed their sins” (Matt. 3:6).
John prepared people for Jesus by showing them their
sin and calling them to turn from their sinful ways.
When they were baptized, they were cleansed of their
sins through faith in Jesus.

If baptism is for sinners, why was Jesus
baptized? He never sinned. Jesus explained when
John objected, “Let it be so now, because it is proper
for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). Jesus wasn’t baptized to be cleansed. He entered the water
to cleanse it for you and me. He was drawing all people’s sins to himself. He carried those sins to cross.
There he suffered and died as if those sins were his. He offered the payment necessary to satisfy God’s
judgement against us. Through Jesus, our sins are forgiven. Now when we enter the waters of baptism, it
cleanses us and takes our sins away. Baptism could not do the great things that it does unless Jesus
entered and cleansed those waters by drawing all sin to himself.

Jesus wants you to be clean. He has paid for your sins too. Join us to learn more of what Jesus has
done to take away our sins so that we can be with him in heaven.

– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
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Ladies Guild News

The Ladies Guild would like to invite all members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church to
the annual mission rally at Hope Lutheran Church in West Jordan, Utah, on Saturday, February 22. For
early arrivals, a special dinner to meet the pastors and their wives, plus some ladies of the hosting
congregation, is scheduled for Friday evening, February 21. At the conclusion of the Saturday mission
rally there will be a tour of the historical and natural beauty sites unique to the Salt Lake City area,
followed by dinner. All attendees are also invited to the Divine Service at 10:30 am on Sunday, February
23. Bag lunches will be available following the service for anyone leaving for home. This rally provides
an excellent opportunity to meet the pastors of the Califonia-Utah-Arizona Circuit plus view a region
steeped in historical and natural beauty. Information about the rally is posted in the Fellowship Hall. 
Speak to Carole Clingan or Pastor Webber if there are further questions.

The Ladies Guild would also like to bring a congregational offering for missions to this rally. If
you would like to donate please make your checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church and write
“Mission Rally” on the memo line.

It’s almost February and time to start our annual Diaper Drive to benefit the Alpha Pregnancy
Resource Center. This year donations will be extremely appreciated because Alpha’s supplier for
discount-priced diapers has discontinued operations.

Thank you for supporting Ladies Guild activities. We are looking forward to serving the
Redeemer congregation as efficiently as we can, with the Lord’s help, during 2020.

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President

Church Officers for 2020

As of the elections that were held at the Voters Meeting on January 13, the officers and elders of the
congregation for 2020 are as follows: Norman Hartigan (President & Elder), Matthew Wendt (Secretary
& Head Elder), Bryan Carlson (Treasurer), T. J. Chasty (Financial Secretary), Jim Bonnell (Head
Trustee), and William Muth (Elder). We greatly appreciate the work that these men do for our
congregation – all on a volunteer basis. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Ash Wednesday Divine Service with Imposition of Ashes: February 26, 7 p.m.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
February 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 Epiphany 4 3 4 5 6 7 8

Divine Service 9am, with
Adult Confirmation; Sunday
School & Adult Class
10:45am; Catechism 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

9 Epiphany 5 10 11 12 13 14 15

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am; Catechism
6pm

Pastor
Webber 
in Minnesota 
for ELS
Nominations
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota

Pastor Webber 
in Minnesota

Internet Study
Group 7pm 

16 Epiphany 6 17 18 19 20 21 22

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am; Catechism
6pm

Church
Council 7pm,
at church

Pastor
Webber in
Utah; 
Internet Study
Group
canceled

ELS
Southwest
Circuit Pastors’
Conference in
West Jordan,
Utah

ELS Southwest
Circuit Mission
Rally in West
Jordan, Utah

23 Transfiguration 24 25 26 Ash Wednesday 27 28 29

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am (Guest
Pastor: Rev. Allen
Schroeder). Catechism
canceled

Divine Service w/
imposition of ashes
7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
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Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
   

_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


