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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:15 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)

  

Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
  

Advent is upon us, and Christmas is coming. But it seems that many people want Christmas to
come as soon as possible. In this troublesome and depressing year, they already feel a strong need for a
large dose of “Christmas cheer.” This year in particular, I noticed neighbors and relatives putting up
Christmas decorations much earlier than usual – long before Thanksgiving. So, they skipped over cutouts
of Pilgrims, Indians, and turkeys, and went straight from Halloween jack-o-lanterns to Santa Claus
figurines and lights along the edge of the roof! If people pretend that the Christmas season has already
come – before it has actually arrived – this might cheer them up a little bit. But the external trappings of
Christmas, whether they are brought out and put on display early or late, are not the actual source of the
true “cheer” of Christmas.

The word Christmas means, quite literally, the Mass of Christ – that is, the sacramental
celebration of Christ’s presence in the world and in his church, for the forgiveness and salvation of his
people. There is, of course, an important sense in which that specific celebration of the Real Presence of

the real Jesus occurs only on December 25. But there is a
reason why we, as a liturgical church, sing the Christmas
song of the angels on Sunday mornings during most seasons
of the Church Year: “Glory be to God on high; and on earth
peace, goodwill toward men.” There is a reason why we, as a
confessional church, confess in the Creeds on every Lord’s
Day throughout the year, that God’s Son was “conceived by
the Holy Spirit” and “born of the Virgin Mary”; or that “for
us men and for our salvation,” God’s Son “came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.” This is because the true spirit and
saving power of Christmas are always with us. Not the
external trappings of Christmas – even though those
trappings do almost seem to be encroaching on the entire
year now – but the spiritual reality of Christmas; the
spiritual reality of the Mass of Christ.

The eternal Divine Son took to himself a human
nature in the womb of his human mother, and by the
sacrificing of his human body and the shedding of his human

blood he redeemed us humans from our slavery to sin and death. In and with that same body and blood –

1



now resurrected and glorified – our Savior comes to us personally
in his Holy Supper: to forgive and to cleanse; to heal and to uplift.
And he comes not only on the Christmas festival, but on every
Lord’s Day and festival – whenever his Supper is celebrated. In
the joy that enraptures us through these grace-filled sacramental
encounters with our Lord, we are indeed cheered – deeply and
enduringly cheered. It is a Christmas cheer throughout the year,
because “Christ” is in the “Mass” for us throughout the year.

So, you don’t have to try to make Christmas come early in
an external sense in order to begin to receive the special comfort
of Christmas; because in the true and inner sense – regarding what
is already inside the gospel and the sacrament for you – Christmas
is already here. Christ is already here, to cheer you in your stress
and discouragement. The Mass of Christ is already here, to sustain
and strengthen your faith and your hope for eternity. Remember
that as Lutherans,

we do not abolish the Mass, but religiously keep and
defend it. Masses are celebrated among us every Lord’s
Day and on the other festivals. The Sacrament is offered to
those who wish to use it, after they have been examined and absolved. And the usual public
ceremonies are observed, the series of lessons, of prayers, vestments, and other such things.
(Apology of the Augsburg Confession XXIV:1, Concordia edition).

And have a very merry Christ-Mass!

– Pastor Webber

  
 

Ladies Guild News
  

Save the date: December 6, 2020. Join the Redeemer Congregation for the annual Church
Christmas Decorating. If enough volunteers are available we would like to decorate at least one of our
two lighted Christmas trees. You don’t have to be an expert decorator to help hang ornaments, distribute
poinsettias throughout the sanctuary, or just sit back and watch the activity. The decorating starts
immediately after the close of the Adult Bible class. In
past years the Ladies Guild provided a light luncheon at
the conclusion of this event, but due to COVID-19 we
will provide pre packaged treats for all participants to
take home.

The November 8 open house at the Alpha
Pregnancy Resource Center displayed a very cheerful
and spacious new home for this very essential ministry.
The volunteers provided guided tours of the new
offices, counseling rooms and storage facilities. The
Center is well stocked with diapers, baby wipes and toddler clothes.  However, there was one area that
needed attention:  Boys’ size 5T clothes. Every size from newborn to size 4T was well-stocked with an
abundance of clothing, but Boys’ size 5T only had 3 items on the shelf! If you can donate any gently used
or new clothing in this size, the Alpha Center would  be exceedingly grateful. All donations can be placed
in the northwest corner of the Fellowship Hall under the Alpha collection table.
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As always, thank you so much for your support of Ladies Guild activities during 2020. Although
this year did not allow the Ladies to service the congregation as planned, we still are very blessed to be
part of a ministry that witnesses to the true Word of God.
  

– Carole Clingan, president

Christmas at Bethany

This year enjoy Christmas at Bethany at
home. Bethany presents a new version of their
beloved Christmas concert that you can enjoy,
not just for one day, but for years to come. A
video concert will be premiered on Sunday,
December 6, at 1:30 p.m. central time (12:30
p.m. mountain time). The video will remain
available after the premier. Find the video and
program at blc.edu/christmas. Our friends at
Bethany are grateful that they can still present
the Christmas gospel message through song,
and share with you the musical talents of the students. Please tune in and enjoy the concert!

Lutheran Study Bible

The hardback edition of the Lutheran Study Bible, from Concordia Publishing House,
is now on sale at a 45% discount. This is a special study edition of the English
Standard Version of the Bible, which is the primary translation that we use for
worship and education at Redeemer. If you don’t already have a copy, now is the
time to get one! Here is a direct link:

www.cph.org/p-11334-the-lutheran-study-bible-hardback.aspx

Sunday School Update

Winter Sunday School begins on December 6.
The quarter is titled, “God Sends His Son to Save Us.”
These lessons during Advent, Christmas and Epiphany
will draw on Bible stories about the promised coming,
birth and early ministry of Jesus.

An in-person class is being held each week for
several families with children attending worship. Carol
will continue to mail lesson papers to those unable to
join us. She will also keep on sending parents weekly
emails with additional online resources useful for
teaching children at home. Feel free to share feedback
about Sunday School. If you find these materials and
links helpful, please let her know. Your ideas and input
are always welcome!
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Vespers: Thursday, December 24, 7 p.m.

Christmas Day Divine Service: Friday, December 25, 9 a.m.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
December 2020

   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

Internet Study
Group 7pm

6 Advent 2 7 8 9 10 11 12

Divine Service
9am; Sunday
School & Adult
Class 10:15am;
decorating the
church after the
Adult Class

ELS Doctrine
Committee 
(Pr. Webber
participating
online)
  
online Church
Council
Meeting 7pm

ELS Doctrine
Committee 
(Pr. Webber
participating
online)

Internet Study
Group 7pm

13 Advent 3 14 15 16 17 18 19

Divine Service
9am; Sunday
School &
Congregational
Forum 10:15am

special online
Voters’
Meeting (to
adopt budget)
7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

20 Advent 4 21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26

Divine Service
9am; Sunday
School & Adult
Class 10:15am

Candlelight 
Vespers 7pm

Internet Study
Group canceled

Divine Service 9am

27 Christmas 1 28 29 30 31

Divine Service
9am; Sunday
School & Adult
Class 10:15am

Internet Study
Group canceled
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December 2020
  

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   

   

    
__________________________________________________________________________________________

   

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to

administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.


