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From the Pastor’s Desk
  

Secularists in America have been gradually transforming Christmas into a secular holiday.
“Christmas Day” is a national holiday, as established by law in the United States since the time of
President U. S. Grant. So Christmas can be expected to have a bit of a civil character, to one extent or
another, in view of the fact that it is a civil observance. Banks are closed, and no mail is delivered. But
there are few if any public schools today that acknowledge this national holiday by its legally-recognized
name. Students have a break from their studies for the “winter holiday,” not for Christmas Day.

Fewer and fewer people know what Christmas stands for, or what event in history it
commemorates. And this
is not helped by virulent
fundamentalist and
sectarian Christians, who
predictably function each
year as the spoilsports of
Christendom when they
declare that Christmas is
actually a pagan holiday,
based on the Roman
festival of Sol Invictus.
As often as it is pointed
out that this is the exact
opposite of the real
history, the myth of the
“Christmas myth” is
perpetuated. (What really
happened is that

Christians began to observe the birth of Jesus around the time of the winter solstice because Christianity’s
own internal tradition indicated that time of the year as the time when Jesus was born. The Sol Invictus
festival was inaugurated by the Pagan Romans to compete with the increasingly noticeable Christian
observance, to distract people from the Christian festival, and to dissuade people from getting too curious
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about the Christian faith as a whole. It didn’t work!) So, with both friend and foe oddly combining their
efforts to twist and distort the true history and meaning of Christmas, our task is a challenging one indeed,
as we would seek not only to teach and show our friends and neighbors what Christmas really means, but
also to draw them to the worship of the divine Savior who was born on the first Christmas.

The first thing we would want to teach our friends and neighbors – and to show them by our own
example – is that Christmas and the Christmas Season do not actually begin until sunset on December 24.
For about four weeks preceding that, we are in a special season that prepares us for Christmas – almost
like the way a period of engagement prepares a betrothed couple for their wedding and marriage. During
engagement, they are not married yet. And during the season of Advent, we are not in Christmas yet.

But when Christmas does arrive, what we then celebrate with joy and solemnity is not only the
beginning of a new human life – the life of a baby born in Bethlehem – but the beginning of a new
opening and outreach from God to all humanity. Several mysteries and miracles converge in Christmas
and in what the Christmas festival proclaims: the eternal God becoming a mortal man; the humbling of
God’s Son in human flesh to the form of a servant, so that he will live on earth as an ordinary boy and
man; the conception and birth of a baby who has no human father; and last but not least, a deep “splash”
of divine mercy and forgiveness into this world that has continued to “ripple” out through all the years and
centuries of human history – and that has rippled also to us, gentling shaking us, and drawing our attention
to the preaching of angels and to the worship of shepherds. As we invite neighbors and friends to find out
what the real meaning of Christmas is, we invite them to join us in listening to that preaching, and in
watching that worship. And we invite them to join us in believing that preaching, and in partaking in that
worship ourselves.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. (Luke 2:4-17,
ESV)

– Pastor Webber

OUR CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE:
  

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Vespers at 7 p.m.
  

Tuesday, December 25: Christmas Day Divine Service at 9 a.m.
    

Sunday, December 30: Divine Service for the First Sunday after Christmas
at 9 a.m., followed by Sunday School and the Adult Class at 10:30 a.m.;

followed in turn by a Luncheon at Pastor and Carol Webber’s home
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Journey with Jennifer
Sixth of a Series Exploring the Holy Land
  
Bethlehem & The Herodium

As we enter the Advent season,
many of us will display Nativity scenes
to remind us of the “reason for the
season.” Mary, Joseph, Magi, shepherds
and various animals will be positioned
to gaze at the baby Jesus lying in an
animal-feeding trough (manger). The
scene may be framed within a barn-like
structure, or a cave if you want to be
accurate. But I suspect no one will
include a watchtower 100x the size of
the scene and located three feet away.
For illustration, think of Mt. Doom,
from the Lord of the Rings, positioned a
few miles from the Hobbits’ homes in
the Shire, and you might get a sense of
the tension between the Jewish residents
of 1st century B.C. Bethlehem and the
over-shadowing presence of King Herod’s Herodium, located a mere 3 miles to the southeast.

Herod the Great (73-4 B.C.) was a prolific builder throughout Israel. From Caesarea on the
Mediterranean Sea, which pioneered the use of underwater concrete; to Masada on the Dead Sea; and in
between at Jerusalem (“Herod’s” Temple later destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D.) and the Herodium;
Herod’s work endures throughout Israel today better than the Romans’. 

Herod built the Herodium around 23 B.C. for several reasons: First, he wanted to mark the
location of a victorious battle he waged against the Parthian Antigonus while fleeing from Jerusalem to
the Dead Sea in 40.B.C. Josephus records that Herod “built a town on that spot in commemoration of his
victory, and enhanced it with wonderful palaces... and he called it Herodion after himself” (The Wars of
the Jews I, ch. 13). Of all Herod’s buildings, this was the only one to which he gave his name. Second, he

intended it to be his tomb, which may
explain naming it after himself and its
tumulus shape. A tumulus is a mound of
earth and stones raised over a grave or
graves. The word comes from Latin and it
was a common way of burying people in
the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages. Herod
died in Jericho but was later transported to
the Herodium. In 2007, Archaeologists
discovered a tomb about half-way up the
fortress. The excavated tomb did not
contain the body, but the prevailing
opinion is that it is the remains of Herod’s
grave. Third, being only eight miles from
Jerusalem and enroute to Masada on the
Dead Sea, it served as a waystation in the
event he required a quick escape from
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Jerusalem. Lastly, the Herodium served as a district capital with extensive housing and entertainment
features for family, friends and governing officials. 

Josephus describes the Herodium as follows:

This fortress, which is some sixty stadia [8 miles] distant from Jerusalem, is naturally strong and very
suitable for such a structure, for reasonably nearby is a hill, raised to a (greater) height by the hand of man
and rounded off in the shape of a breast. At intervals it has round towers, and it has a steep ascent formed
of two hundred steps of hewn stone. Within it are costly royal apartments made for security and for
ornament at the same time. At the base of the hill there are pleasure grounds built in such a way as to be
worth seeing, among other things because of the way in which water, which is lacking in that place, is
brought in from a distance and at great expense. The surrounding plain was built up as a city second to
none, with the hill serving as an acropolis for the other dwellings. (The Jewish War I, 21, 10; Antiquities of
the Jews XIV, ch. 13.9).

As Josephus observes, the Herodium was built atop a natural low hill. Herod built an upper and lower
complex. The upper was created by building two concentric circles and four towers positioned at the
points of a compass. Originally it reached seven stories (2,460 ft. above sea level) and was outfitted with a
massive courtyard, living spaces, Roman style bath house, and dining room, with massive cisterns and
plumbing. Herod also built a palace on the lower base of the fortress as an entertainment complex, as
Josephus describes above.

Amazingly, after Herod’s death, the fortress and surrounding environs were little used. After the
Arab Conquest in the 600s A.D. the site lay dormant and unexcavated until the 1960-70s. Then and now
Bedouin shepherds still roam the area with their flocks.

The scale and significance of the
Herodium is even more imposing in light
of Herod’s character. Matthew 2 records
Herod being troubled by the Magi’s
inquiry about a recently born King of the
Jews. How much more troubled was
Herod when the chief priests and scribes
quote Micah 5:2 and report that the King
of the Jews is to be born in Bethlehem, in
the shadow of Herod’s own fortress!
What terror and horror the residents of
Bethlehem later endure for this Messianic
privilege when Herod ordered the killing
of all boys aged two and under in
Bethlehem and the surrounding region
(Matt. 2:16-18). Imagine living daily life
in the shadow of the fortress that may
have housed the killers of the children!

Herod was not just brutal to Jewish insurgents. He is known to have killed his wife Mariamne I,
and three of his sons, among others. His desperate and brutal acts are believed to be due to the fact that he
was politically insecure. Herod knew the Jews did not truly accept him as king because he was not from
the tribe of Judah. Even worse, his lineage was from Esau! Herod’s grandfather was an Idumean/Edomite
(i.e. a descendant of Esau) who converted to Judaism probably due to political pressure, and his mother
was an Arabian/Nabatean. Herod practiced Jewish rituals and renovated the Temple Mount to curry favor
with the Jews. But his power was derived not from divine right or public favor but from Rome.
Furthermore, the first centuries B.C. and A.D. were characterized by both Jewish and secular
eschatological fervor, with an expectation that the great battle between Light and Darkness was imminent
(e.g. the Qumran community; the Zealots). For Jews, that included the long-promised King of the Jews
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from the line of David who would rescue Israel from Rome. No wonder Herod felt anxious about his
position when he learned that the promised Savior was to be born right under his nose in Bethlehem!

I have never thought of the Nativity story the same way again after visiting the Herodium. The
story now has a tension and irony that
highlights God’s sovereignty. Who else but the
God of the universe would order it so that
King Herod builds his personal monument to
his death near the city of David, where Jesus
Christ, the victor over death and the source of
eternal life, will be born? Jesus was born there
but Herod was entombed there. One is a King
forever at the right hand of God (Psalm 110,
Acts 7:56) and the other is no longer a King
but is in torment forever. One was the ancestor
of the chosen heir Jacob/Israel, and the other a

descendent of his twin brother Esau, whom God did not choose (Malachi 1:1-5):
   

The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say,
“How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but
Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” If Edom
says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They may build, but I will
tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the Lord is angry
forever.’” Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of
Israel!”

   

Reflecting on the sovereign hand of God inspires humility, and gratitude to be counted among the
spiritual heirs of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Gal. 3:29). But it also inspires comfort, and confidence that
He is no less living and active today. The Lord is faithful to preserve a remnant. This is most certainly
true.
   

www.bibleplaces.com/bethlehem
www.bibleplaces.com/herodium
www.smithsonianmag.com/history/finding-king-herods-tomb-34296862
   

– Jennifer Price

Ladies Guild News
   

The Ladies Guild received a letter of gratitude from Cross-stitch
for our congregation’s donation of $1500 to purchase a motor scooter for
the traveling ministers of the Lutheran Mission of Salvation in India.
Noted on this letter was a script, '#1 Scooter = done'.  Of the two
scooters so far provided, our congregation was the first to meet the goal
of this challenge!  We are so blessed for the members and friends of
Redeemer who responded so rapidly to this challenge to spread Christ’s
Word throughout India.

Please notice a new picture attached to our “Orphans of India”
poster in the Fellowship Hall. Nine beautiful orphans wearing sharp blue
and white uniforms from the Joy & Mercy Children’s Home are pictured
with their caretakers...one seated caretaker displaying a “thumbs up!”
What a joy for these workers to provide for these children both
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physically and spiritually. Now our poster is displaying 135 orphans who reside in seven of the sixteen
orphanages. However, the Indian government is still threatening to close these orphanages due to a lack of
protein in the residents’ diet. Their intent is likely not with the children’s welfare in mind, but to try and
shut off Christianity to these children. Cross-stitch hopes to raise $20,000 to “Fuel their Faith.”
Information on how to donate is displayed on the bottom of our “Orphans of India” poster.

The Season of Advent has almost arrived and the Ladies Guild will be hosting two special events
this December. On Wednesday, December 12, we will be hosting a Soup Supper, serving from 6 to 6:30
p.m., preceding the Special Advent Divine Service at 7:00 p.m. All congregants are invited to enjoy a
delicious simple meal with a choice of two soups. The following Sunday, December 16, we will host the
annual church decorating event following the Adult Class and Sunday School. This year we hope to
purchase two new Christmas trees that won't shed (artificial) pine needles. A light luncheon will be served
following the decorating. All members and friends who are in town, including children, are invited to help
decorate the church.

Our monthly Ladies Guild meeting, which normally would be scheduled for December 16 (the
third Sunday), will be moved to Sunday, December 9, immediately following the Service of the Word.
This change is due to the church decorating event on December 16.

Finally, on January 19, 2019, the annual ELS Southwest Circuit Women’s Mission Rally will be
held at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Escondido, California. Information about this rally is posted in the
Fellowship Hall along with registration forms. All congregants (including men) are invited to this
important annual event, which allows us the opportunity to participate in and support our mission of
spreading God’s Word.
   

– Carole Clingan
   
   

Alpha Update
   

In the month of October the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
in Phoenix had 72 clients. Considering that the clinic is open only 2
days, 10 hours total, per week, that is quite impressive!

Women in need represent an array of language, cultural and
religious backgrounds. For those of you who visited the November
Open House, I hope you saw the care and detail that the volunteers
exercise to organize supplies and provide Christ-centered materials
for all members of a family at all comprehension levels. We rejoice
with them for yet another baby baptized into God’s family in October!

Specific needs right now include boys’ and girls’ winter
clothing, all sizes (1-4), as well as jackets and shoes (sizes 4-10).
Formula is also appreciated. And of course, there is a never-ending need for diapers!
   

– Jennifer Price
   

Christmas Choir Rehearsals
   

Sunday morning choir rehearsals in preparation for our Christmas
services will be held on December 2, 9, 16, and 23, starting at 8:30
a.m. Please join us! 
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December 2018
Redeemer Lutheran Church

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 Advent 1 3 4 5 6 7 8

Choir 8:30am;
Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am

      Pr. Webber in MN for ELS Doc- trine Committee and to preach

Internet Study
Group canceled

Bible Study
canceled

9 Advent 2 10 11 12 13 14 15

Choir 8:30am; Service of
the Word with spoken
Communion 9am; Ladies
Guild; Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30am

Church Council
7pm at Muth
residence

Soup Supper 
6-6:30pm;
special Advent
Season Divine
Service 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Bible Study at
Muth residence
10am

16 Advent 3 17 18 19 20 21 22

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School/ Adult Class
10:30am; Church
Decorating

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Bible Study at
Muth residence
10am

23 Advent 4 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 26 27 28 29

Choir 8:30am; Service of
the Word w/ spoken
Communion 9am; Sunday
School/Adult Class
10:30am

Candlelight
Vespers 7pm

Divine Service
9am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Bible Study at
Muth residence
10am

30 Christmas 1 31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am; Luncheon at
Webber residence

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
usually on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

  

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service of the Word,
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

  

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services. 
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December 2018
   

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
   

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
   

First Class Mail

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
   

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

  

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.
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