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Sunday Divine Service:  

9 a.m., Refreshments after the 

Service 
 

Sunday School/Adult Bible 

Class: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Thursday Internet Study 

Group: 7 p.m. (See Pastor 

Webber for log-on info for this 

group, or attend in person at his 

residence) 
 

Friday Morning Bible Study: 

10 a.m. at the Muth residence 

(See Bill or Sue Muth for 

directions/gate access code.) 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Christmas is coming! Are you ready 

for it? This question might be taken as 

an inquiry as to whether your 

Christmas shopping is done, your 

Christmas cards are sent, or your 

Christmas dinner menu is set. Those 

are certainly things that we do need to 

take care of as we prepare for the 

holiday. But there is a deeper and more 

important kind of preparation that is 

also necessary. In fact, some of these 

other preparations I have mentioned 

can easily get in the way of this deeper 

and more important preparation. We 

need to make sure, with the Lord’s 

help, that this doesn’t happen. 

     In our culture, Christmas is a time 

for family gatherings, for generosity 

and sharing, and for the demonstration 

of the goodwill that we bear toward 

those whom we love. But before 

Christmas was any of those things, 

indeed before our culture existed at all, 

Christmas was the church’s joyful 

celebration of the birth of humanity’s 

Savior. This fact is embedded in the 

name of the holiday: Christ-Mass. The 

most fitting way for Christians to 

commemorate God’s wonderful gift of 

his Son, born in a stable in Bethlehem 

so many centuries ago, is by going to 

church; by hearing and believing the 

Christmas Gospel; and by receiving in 

faith the Savior who came at the first 

Christmas, as he comes again to us, in 

the Sacrament of his body and blood. 

     Many centuries ago, the eternal 

Divine Logos – the Son of the almighty 

Father – entered into humanity, and 

became our brother according to the 

flesh in the womb of his virgin mother. 

Today this divine-human Savior 

sacramentally enters into humanity 

once again. He enters your humanity. 

In his Supper he enters into your body 

and soul, and into your life, to forgive 

and renew you. In the Christmas 

Gospel in general, the Babe of 

Bethlehem comes to all of us, to seal to 

us all the blessings that he won for us, 

in his life, death, and resurrection. 

     This is indeed something to get 

ready for! But are you ready for this? 

St. Paul admonishes us: “Examine 

yourselves, to see whether you are in 

the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you 

not realize this about yourselves, that 

Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed 

you fail to meet the test!”  (2 Cor. 13:5, 

ESV) You will not fail the test, 

however, when you humbly 

acknowledge your need for Christ, and 

when you then hear and believe the 

words of promise and pardon that 

Christ speaks to you. During the season 

of Advent we have many opportunities 

to prepare ourselves in this way, and to 

test our readiness for Christmas – in 

services on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings; and in times of 

private, prayerful reflection, as we 

meditate on God’s Word at home.  Let 

us make the most of these 

opportunities, to get ready for the 

wonderful things that God wants us to 

receive from his benevolent hand, in 

the celebration of his Son’s incarnation. 

Christmas is coming! 
 

– Pastor Webber 
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Web site of the Month: 

 Voice of the Martyrs 
Ladies’ Guild News 

 

www.persecution.com 

 

A Global Perspective on the 

Persecution of God’s Children 

 
     “Voice of the Martyrs” is a non-profit Christian 

organization dedicated to assisting the persecuted 

church worldwide. VOM was founded in 1967 by 

Lutheran Pastor Richard Wurmbrand (1909-2001), 

who was imprisoned for 14 years in Communist 

Romania for his faith in Christ. His wife Sabina 

(1913-2000) was imprisoned for three years. In 1965, 

Richard, Sabina, and their son, Mihai, were ransomed 

out of Romania and came to the United States. 

Through their ensuing travels, the Wurmbrands 

spread the message of the atrocities that Christians 

face in restricted nations, while establishing a 

network of offices dedicated to assisting the 

persecuted church. The VOM organization continues 

to fulfill this mission around the world today. The 

VOM website includes news alerts, video reports and 

interviews, and other information about Christians 

who suffer for their faith in the “restricted nations” of 

the world. 

     The Epistle to the Hebrews tells us: “Remember 

those who are in prison, as though in prison with 

them, and those who are mistreated, since you also 

are in the body” (Hebrews 13:3, ESV). The 

information available on the Voice of the Martyrs 

web site can help us do this, as we pray for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted in 

various parts of the world, and as we thank God for 

the freedom to preach Christ and to worship that we 

still enjoy in our own land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ladies Guild will be serving soup suppers 

before Advent Vespers, from 6 to 6:30 p.m. The 

dates are November 30, December 7, and December 

14. Please plan to come and enjoy a meal all ready 

for you before the 7:00 p.m. Vesper services.  

     Church Christmas decorating is scheduled for 

Saturday December 10, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Volunteers are needed to help with the decorating. It 

is also a good time to socialize while you work. 

     New oil Advent candles have been purchased, 

with Lucille Calvin memorial money and funds from 

the Ladies Guild. These candles are in memory of 

Lucille Calvin, who died on December 10, 2010. 

     The December Ladies Guild meeting has been 

changed to the second Sunday in December. This is 

and election meeting, and attendance is very 

important. Please give some thought to serving as an 

officer. Mark your calendars for Sunday December 

11, and please make an effort to attend.  
 

– Angie Kohlgraf, Ladies’ Guild President 
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Interview with New Members: Keven and Brenda Ficken 
(conducted by Erica Olson, Valley Evangel editorial assistant) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erica: So, I know you have been here for a while, but 

when was it that you first visited here? Do you 

remember? 

 

Keven: We first visited in January of 2010, then we 

waited a year and came back in January of this year, 

and started attending regularly at that point.  

 

Erica: And you had been going to church previously 

in … Gilbert? 

 

Keven: We were members [of an LCMS church]…  

We originally joined there and started going there 

because they had a school, and we thought it would 

be a good school for Noah to attend, but we weren’t 

entirely happy with the worship environment there.  

 

Erica: So you had been there since sometime in 2010, 

then? 

 

Keven: Yeah, about a year, year and a half or so.  

 

Erica: So how did you learn about Redeemer? 

 

Keven: Good question. I’m trying to remember. It 

may have been from hearing Pastor Webber on 

Issues, Etc.   

Erica: Now, you live in Mesa. How long does it take 

you to get here to church? 
 

Keven: About 35 minutes. 
 

Erica: How has Noah adjusted to coming here?  
 

Keven: He likes coming here, and he’s certainly 

made friends here. I think that now that we’re finally 

settled in here, [Redeemer] is pretty much all he 

thinks about. … I think he realizes now that this is 

our church home, and he’s fine with that.  
 

Erica: Well, good. He certainly has a good 

personality. He really participates well in Sunday 

school.  
 

Keven: He’s very outgoing and makes friends easily.  
 

Erica: And he likes to sing! 
 

Brenda: And talk a lot! 
 

Erica: Yes, he’s very vocal. He’s a good addition to 

Sunday school, too. He’s able to help out and help 

the other kids sometimes. He likes to jump in 

sometimes. He’s very bright. He knows the [Bible] 

stories very well.  
 

Keven: We work with him. He has the new story 

Bible. We had another Bible for him, but it was more 

of a toddler Bible, and he outgrew it. This one seems 

to be just the right level for where he’s at. We can get 

all of the Bible stories, or most of the Bible stories. I 

was reading the actual Bible to him, but we’d get 

kind of bogged down with some of it. 
 

Erica: What has made you guys the happiest about 

being at Redeemer? 
 

Brenda: I’d say probably the pastor’s sermons and 

fellowship, and a lot of nice people. 
 

Keven: Probably the liturgy and the Bible study are 

the biggest factors for me. At [the other church we 

attended] there really wasn’t any real substance, and 

that was disappointing.  
 

(continued on Page 4) 
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Interview with New Members 
(continued from Page 3) 

Wedding Bells 

Erica: Had you visited other churches besides 

Redeemer? 
 

Keven: We’ve attended quite a few LCMS 

congregations in the Phoenix area. There’s another 

one down in south Scottsdale that we attended for a 

while that we liked and they were fairly liturgical, but 

they were pretty old and there was really no one there 

our age. Here, this congregation is a small 

congregation, but there seems to be a pretty good 

balance of older and younger people, which is nice. 
 

Erica: Did you find the transition from LCMS to ELS 

rather easy? 
 

Keven: Yeah, well I didn’t really notice any major 

differences. I mean, I grew up using TLH in the 

church I grew up in, so I’m comfortable with that. I 

think the only issue was understanding the small 

doctrinal differences between our denominations, but 

the way I understand them, there’s nothing 

significant that would prevent me from wanting to be 

in fellowship with this church body.  
 

Erica: Very good. Is there anything that we haven’t 

covered that you would like the rest of the members 

and friends of Redeemer to know about you? 
 

Keven: I don’t know. I think you’ve covered the 

important parts. We’ve spoken with a lot of the 

people here and they kind of know a lot about us. 

Maybe our background. A lot of people probably 

don’t know that Brenda was born in Korea and came 

here when she was in high school, learned English 

and went to college here. She wasn’t raised Lutheran 

and I was. She became a Lutheran before we got 

married. When we started dating, I started taking her 

through the Catechism a little bit on my own and then 

we landed in Seattle, and before we joined the 

congregation there, there was an adult instruction 

class, and that was the first time she became a 

member of a Lutheran congregation. 
 

Erica: What was your faith background before? 
 

Brenda: I was born and raised as a Presbyterian in 

Korea. 

 Congratulations and best wishes to Denis and Ellen 

Schmeissing, who were united in marriage on 

October 22. Pastor Webber officiated at the 

ceremony. 

 

 

     Paul Webber, a third-year student at Bethany 

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Mankato, 

Minnesota, and a member of our congregation, will 

be the speaker during the Adult Class on Sunday, 

December 18. He will make a special presentation, 

with photographs and commentary, on a trip to the 

Holy Land that he and several other seminary 

students recently took. On Christmas Day, December 

25, Paul will deliver the sermon in the 9 a.m. Divine 

Service. 

Seminary Student to be With Us 

 

Merry Christmas 
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Devotion: The Perfect Christmas Gift 
 

 

 

“Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, 

for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 

which will be for all people.  For there is born 

to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign 

to you, you will find a Babe wrapped in 

swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’”  Luke 

2:10-12 
 

     The Christmas season is an exciting and joy-

filled time of the year.  Houses, churches, and 

communities are decorated with lights, trees, 

and wreaths.  Many go to great lengths to get 

into the Christmas spirit. 

     Sadly, for some people, it is far from merry. 

Christmas can mean sadness and even 

depression.  Perhaps it is brought on by being 

separated from loved ones or the lack of the 

money needed to afford all the “stuff” that 

advertises tell them they need or deserve.  In 

other instances, their happiness can be clouded 

by a jam-packed Christmas schedule, hurrying 

from one event to another.  For some, it may 

even be the stress of picking out the perfect gift 

for a loved one.  With so much going on, it is 

easy to lose sight of the Perfect Christmas Gift.  

The wonderful gift that fills the hearts of God’s 

children with true Christmas joy. 

On the night of Jesus’ birth, the angel 

announced to the shepherds watching their 

flocks that the Savior of the world had been  

born.  Listen to the angel’s message, “I bring 

you good tidings of great joy which will be to 

all people.”  The good tidings were that the Son 

of God had come into the world to save us from 

our sins. That little baby, who was in the 

manger, is your Savior.  He lived a perfect life 

for you.  He died on the cross for your sins.  He 

rose from the dead to prove that He is your 

Savior.  God gives you true peace and 

happiness, the forgiveness of all your sins, 
through Him.  Jesus is the Perfect Christmas 

Gift. 

     What better gift could we receive?  Join us 

this Christmas season as we celebrate the birth 

of the Perfect Christmas Gift.  A Savior has 

been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.  Come 

see Him, wrapped in clothes and lying in a 

manger.   

 
From the ELS Board for Evangelism 

 



 



 

 

25 
Christmas Day 

9 a.m. DS (guest preacher Paul 

Webber) 

 

18 
Advent 4 

8:30 a.m. Choir 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS; Presentation by 

Paul Webber 

Elder’s Meeting after the Adult Class 

11 
Advent 3 

8:30 a.m. Choir 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

4 
Advent 2 

8:30 a.m. Choir 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Paul Siegler 

 

Sunday 

26 
Pr. Webber on 

vacation in 

California 

19 

12 
7 p.m. Church 

Council at the 

church  

5 
Pr. Webber in 

Minnesota 

 
 

Monday 

27 
Pr. Webber on 

vacation in 

California 

20 

13 
 

6 
Pr. Webber in 

Minnesota 

 
 

Tuesday 

28 
Pr. Webber on 

vacation in 

California 

21 
Bible Study for 

residents of ALRC 

canceled 

14 
6-6:30 p.m. Soup 

Supper  

7 p.m. Advent 

Vespers 

7 
6-6:30 p.m. Soup 

Supper  

7 p.m. Advent 

Vespers 

 

Wednesday 

29 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

22 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

15 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

8 
 

1 
 

Thursday 

30 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

23 
Bible Study 

cancelled 

16 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

9 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

2 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

24 
Christmas Eve 

7 p.m. Candlelight 

Vespers 

17 
 

10 
9 a.m. Christmas 

decorating at 

church 

3 
Pr. Webber in 

Minnesota for 

vacation and ELS 

doctrine 

committee meeting 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

December 2011 



  

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, December 2011 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemer.vze.com 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


