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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

“But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’ My times are in your hand...” (Psalm 31:14-15a, ESV)
   

We often hesitate to trust others. Usually we will not trust a stranger, because we have had too much
experience with dishonest and scheming people. Telephone scammers, for example, are always trying to find
people willing to believe that their car warranty is about to run out, that they have won a free vacation at an exotic
resort, or that their computer is infected with viruses – just on the say-so of the caller. We are therefore skeptical
and wary – or at least we should be. People need to earn our trust. We don’t believe others unless they have a
proven track record of honesty. We don’t allow ourselves to become vulnerable to others unless they have a proven

track record of respecting us and being loyal to us.
But what about God? Do we trust him? What is our history

with him? Has he always come through for us in the past, so that we
have a sound basis for trusting him for the future? If we weigh and
evaluate these questions according to our human perspective and
human judgment, it might be possible for us to think that God has not
actually proved himself to be trustworthy. I have prayed for things –
good and godly things – that I didn’t get. I have seen terrible injustices,
and great suffering, that God could have prevented. But he didn’t. I
suppose it has to be true that my times are in his hands – as Psalm 31
acknowledges – since I know that I can’t control the future. But what
kind of future will God give to me, or to the people I care about? Can I
trust him to give me a good future?

When my wife Carol and I were raising our children, we
always tried to avoid making promises that we weren’t sure we could
keep. Instead of saying “I promise,” we said “I’ll try” or “we’ll see.”
Our children found this frustrating, because they wanted a definite
pledge and commitment from us to which they could point: to get us to
do something for them, or to give something to them, that they wanted.
But, we had no obligation to do or to give anything we had not
promised to do or to give.

Regarding the affairs of our life in this fallen world, what has
God actually promised to do or to give? Well, Jesus tells us: “If the
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the

world hates you” (John 15:18-19, ESV). God has not promised that there will be no suffering or injustice for us, or
for Christians in general, in this life. He has not guaranteed that we will always prosper in the things of this earth.
But as we endure the hardships that come upon us from the world, the flesh, and the devil, we do have a promise
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from God that we will not endure them alone, and that these hardships will not ultimately unravel our faith or
separate us from him. The Epistle to the Hebrews exhorts us: “Keep your life free from love of money, and be
content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently say,
‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5-6, ESV). And Jesus reinforces
our faith in the new world that is to come – which he has opened up for us by his death and resurrection – when he
says: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33, ESV).

The promises that God has made to us, he does keep. “I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah 33:33b-34, ESV). “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned” (John 3:16-18a, ESV). The world in which we live is a world filled with uncertainties. We never
know what tomorrow will bring, but the way things are now – with all of the extraordinary social and medical
turmoil that swirls around us – the usual illusions of certainty about the future have now completely evaporated.
But we can and do still know that God, in the person of his Son and our Savior Jesus Christ, will be a part of our
future, and will indeed be the Master and Lord of our future.

And so, as we face the future, we are able to say with confidence: “I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are
my God.’ My times are in your hand.” In our conscience we know that God has kept his promises to us regarding
the forgiveness, life, and salvation that come through Christ. We therefore believe that he will continue to keep
these promises. And as we face the future, we are also able to say that “we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28, ESV).
   

In the peace of the Lord,
Pastor Webber

Library News
   

New books in the Church Library Donated by the Schmeissings
   

Josephus by Paul Maier   Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War take on a brilliant new dimension in this
revised edition of the award-winning translation and condensation. Now with color photographs, charts, and
maps.
   

Eusebus by Paul Maier   Next to Josephus, Eusebius is the most widely-consulted reference work on the early
church. Much of our knowledge of the first three centuries of Christianity–the terrible persecutions, the
courageous martyrs, and the theological controversies–come from the writings of this first century historian.
This sparkling new translation includes more than 150 color photographs, maps, and charts.
   

Archaeology of the Bible by Magnus Magnusson    Magnus Magnusson, KBE, was an Icelandic television
presenter, journalist, translator and writer. He was born in Iceland but lived in Scotland for almost all of his

life, although he never took British citizenship. He came to
prominence as a BBC television journalist, and was best
known as the presenter of the BBC television quiz program
Mastermind, which he hosted for 25 years. (Goodreads)
   

Find it Fast in the Bible by Ken Anderson    Quickly find
over 5,000 of your favorite biblical phrases. Find it Fast in
the Bible is a trusted, time-saving resource for personal and
group study. This A to Z Resource is the perfect companion
for any topical concordance or Bible dictionary.  Licensed by
the Evangelical Free Church, Ken Anderson first pastored in
Isle, Minnesota, and later in Newman Grove, Nebraska.
(Goodreads)
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God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew   The harrowing account of a young man who risked his life to smuggle
Bibles through the borders of closed nations. Now, sixty years after Brother Andrew first prayed for God’s
miracle protection, this expanded edition of a classic work encourages new readers to meet this remarkable
man and his mission for the first time. Working undercover for God, a mission that continues to this day, has
made Brother Andrew one of the all-time heroes of the faith. His narrow escapes from danger to share the love
of Jesus will encourage and embolden believers in their own walks of faith. (Goodreads)
   

The Word of the Lord Grows by M.A. Franzmann    This book is a critical textual study of the origin, purpose,
and meaning of the New Testament. It discusses biblical scholarship and authorship and proposes present day
applications of biblical texts. The author places each New Testament book in its context, then provides a
careful exegesis of the purpose and content of each book. Suggested readings begin each chapter and allow the
Bible student to read through the New Testament as they read along in this book. (Amazon)
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
 

Sunday School and the 
Sunday Adult Class Resume

We have taken another step in the direction of “normalcy”
in our congregation. An Adult Bible class and a Sunday
School class for children (as needed) are now held each
Sunday at 10:15 a.m., following the 9 a.m. Divine Service,
for those who wish to stay for them. These classes go for
about half an hour. The same social distancing and hygiene
precautions that we follow in the worship service, will apply to the classes. So, as we move forward, we will not
live fearfully, and we will not live recklessly, but we will live – and we will pray and learn – wisely and
thoughtfully. Because of this change, and also in a few other small ways, our congregation’s “precautions”
document has been modified. The current version is online here:
   

redeemerscottsdale.angelfire.com/pdf/SocialDistancingHygiene.pdf
 

Sean Scheele’s Installation as Vicar

   
    

On July 5, Sean Scheele was installed by supervising Pastor Robert
Harting as Vicar at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Waterloo, Iowa, and
Faith Lutheran Church in Parkersburg, Iowa. May the Lord bless and
watch over Sean, Shaylene, and their family!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
August 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 Pentecost 9 3 4 5 6 7 8

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:15am; Catechism
Class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

9 Pentecost 10 10 11 12 13 14 15

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:15am; Catechism
Class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Online ELS
Southwest
Circuit Pastors’
Winkel

16 Pentecost 11 17 18 19 20 21 22

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:15am; Catechism
Class 6pm

ELS Doctrine
Committee meeting
(in which pastor
Webber will
participate online)

ELS Doctrine
Committee meeting
(in which pastor
Webber will
participate online)

Internet Study
Group 7pm

23 Pentecost 12 24 25 26 27 28 29

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:15am; Catechism
Class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

30 Pentecost 13 31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:15am; Catechism
Class 6pm
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the church’s website, and on the church’s YouTube page.


