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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Our church website is an online resource, for us and for others who may 

stumble across it. Recordings of services and sermons, texts of sermons and 
essays, even many years’ worth of this very newsletter – going back to the 
very first issue in 2006 – can be found at redeemerscottsdale.org  Another 
helpful feature of the website is the collection of links that is available on the 
homepage. I have vetted the organizations and groups that sponsor the 
websites to which we link from our homepage. They are trustworthy sources 
of useful and inspiring information, and are compatible with the spiritual 
mission and purpose of our church as a Confessional Lutheran congregation. 
I would like to draw attention especially to two new links, added within the 
past couple months. 
     The first is to the website of an organization known as “People of Grace”: 
poglutherans.org  The description that appears at the top of their homepage 
tells us what this group is all about: “Christians Overcoming Same Sex 
Attraction Issues.” The primary spokesman for this group is a WELS layman 
named Scott Barefoot, who says this about himself: “I grew up in a 
conservative Christian (Lutheran - WELS) home, and in my late teens – and 
for over a decade – I struggled and eventually embraced ‘The Gay Lifestyle.’ 
By the Grace of God, I was subsequently led to repentance and out of that 
lifestyle. Since then, I have written about, and travel around the country 
speaking about, my past experiences; as well as my current efforts to help 
others who are struggling with homosexuality (personally - or as a friend / 
family member of someone who is struggling with that lifestyle).” The 
website is a means through which this help can be offered. Material from 
others, including various pastors, is also included. 
     The second new link is to the website for an organization known as 
“Conquerors Through Christ”: conquerorsthroughchrist.net  The purpose of 
this website is expressed in these words: “Conquerors Through Christ exists 
to give spiritual and practical advice to Christians struggling to overcome 
adult internet pornography.” The leader of the “CTC Team” is WELS Pastor 
Mike Novotny. 
     Both of these websites deal with subjects that would usually not be 
considered appropriate for conversations in mixed company. A lot of shame 
and fear are associated with the sins that each of these sites addresses. But 
these sins, and all the problems that accompany them in human lives and 
relationships, are very real. So, if any people who may be dealing with these 
or similar problems in their lives, for one reason or another find themselves at 
our congregational website, we want them to know what God says in his 
Word about the feelings and actions with which they are struggling. We  
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued 
also want them to know what God says in his Word about his solution to these problems; and about the 
strength and guidance that he offers to those who turn to him for help, in repentance and faith. As with all 
other sins of thought, word, and deed, Jesus died for those sins, and forgives those sins. His Spirit daily 
sustains his people in faith and wisdom, as they walk in newness of life as God’s redeemed children; and as 
they live as a part of the fellowship of his church, gathered around his Word and Sacrament. 
     If any who are reading this have a personal need for the encouragement and instruction that these websites 
offer – or of you know someone who does, whom you could refer to these websites – these resources are for 
you. If you simply want to understand these problems more fully and more sympathetically, from a Biblical 
and Confessional Lutheran perspective, these resources are for you as well. The church of Jesus Christ is and 
will remain a beacon of hope in the midst of despair; a beacon of life in the midst of death; and a beacon of 
reconciliation and peace in the midst of external and internal conflict. The power of sin is great. But the 
power of God’s grace is greater. 
     St. John writes: “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:6-9, ESV). 
 

– Pastor Webber 
 

 

Confirmation on June 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Memorial Service 

     On June 1, Amanda Colville was 
confirmed as a communicant member of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, and received 
her first Holy Communion. Amanda is the 
daughter of John and Eileen Colville, and 
the granddaughter of Jack and the late Mary 
Colville. Jesus says: “Be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you the crown of life” 
(Revelation 2:10c, ESV). 

     A memorial service for Daniel 
North, a former member of the 
congregation who passed away on 
July 21, will be held at Redeemer 
on Saturday, August 9, at 11 a.m. 
A luncheon, hosted by the 
Redeemer Ladies Guild, will 
follow. 
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Ladies’ Guild News 
 
     The month of May was slow, except for our preparation for one wonderful celebration in our church. The 
Ladies Guild congratulates Amanda Colville on the occasion of her confirmation, on June 1. A small 
celebration with cake was held after the service. 
     We are still waiting on the completion of the vases with greenery for our altar, which were donated 
through our memorial fund. I will make an announcement when they arrive. 
     Again, maybe I am sounding like a broken record, but we welcome all the ladies to our group’s meetings, 
which are usually on the third Sunday of the month. (In June, because of Fathers’ Day weekend, we had our 
meeting on the second Sunday. Occasionally this will happen due to certain celebrations that fall on the third 
Sunday.) Our last meeting was July 20 and our next meeting will be August 17, following immediately after 
the service. Our goal is to start promptly so as to be able to participate in Bible study. However, there are 
times when our meetings will take longer due to upcoming events that need to be planned. 
     Countless thanks go out to the dedicated people who make sure the clean up after fellowship and 
refreshments is accomplished. If everyone would take the time to take their dishes into the kitchen, and help 
those who are loading the dishwasher and putting away the snacks for the following week, it would be 
greatly appreciated by these dedicated and hardworking people. Deep appreciation and thanks go out to 
those who have been setting up the coffee and treats on Sunday mornings, so that they are ready once the 
service has concluded. We truly appreciate the gift of your time and service.   
 
– Lori Wendt, Ladies’ Guild President  
 

 

Matching Challenge in April and May 
   

     The $5,000 matching challenge for donations designated for debt retirement, that was in effect during the months of April and 

May, brought in a total of $3,212. The goal of $5,000 was not reached. ; But the anonymous matcher contributed $5,000 anyway. 

☺ We are grateful as always for everyone’s commitment to satisfying this financial obligation, as the Lord enables and blesses us. 

 

 
 

Devotion: Do You Need a Vacation? 

     In the 1970s the Florida Department of Tourism ran a series of 
TV commercials that tried to convince people to make the “Sunshine 
State” a vacation destination. The commercials depicted people in 
various everyday scenes of hectic life—work piling up, kids arguing 
in the back seat of the car, a taxi not stopping for a rain-soaked 
couple—and the statement, “I need it bad” to express the frazzled 
person’s desire to get away from it all.  
     Vacations have not always been a part of our culture. Even within 
the past couple of centuries, vacations were something that only the 

wealthy could take. In the U.S., vacations became more and more popular with the increase of car 
ownership. Nowadays everyone expects to be able to take a vacation, and many jobs provide paid vacation 
time for their employees.  
     Perhaps you’re still planning on getting your family vacation in before school starts up again later this  
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Devotion: Do You Need a Vacation? (continued from page 3) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Devotion: Why Does God Let Bad Things Happen to Good People? 

 

month. Perhaps you’ve already had your time away this summer and are now looking forward to your next 
trip away. Vacations are a great time to leave behind all the regular cares and concerns of life, relaxing 
someplace away from home so that you can “recharge your batteries.” What if you could take a vacation 
every week? That would be crazy, right? Not at all. When you go to church, that’s a time for you to relax and 
recharge for the week ahead.  At that worship service, God comes to you and takes away all that has been 
weighing you down, all your sins and worries and cares. God’s Son, Jesus, came to this world for that very 
purpose: to give us rest. He took our sins on himself and died on the cross for us. Through believing in him, 
our sins are gone. We have true rest! 
     In that old commercial for Florida tourism, the featured line was, “When you need it bad, we’ve got it 
good.” How true that is about coming to church. We all need it bad, and Jesus gives us everything that is 
good. See you soon as we vacation at church together. 
 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 

 
     We’ve all heard about or witnessed tragic situations: a young 
mother is taken away from her family by cancer. A father suffers 
a horrible accident and is killed. A teenager contracts a terrible 
infection that leaves them paralyzed from the waist down. A little 
baby is born with serious birth defects. Where is God in all of 
these situations? Why does he let good people suffer so much? 
     When God created the world he didn’t intend anyone to suffer. 
He created man and woman as perfect creatures and placed them 
in a perfect world. But that perfect world with its perfect people 
didn’t last long. After being tempted by the devil, the first man 
and woman, Adam and Eve, sinned against God. They did exactly 
what God had told them not to and brought sin, death, pain, and 
suffering into the world. On top of that, they were now bound to 
spend eternity in hell when they died. 
     But God, the creator of not just our world but of the entire 
universe, loved the people he created too much to leave them 
helpless and hopeless. He promised to send a Savior: his very 
own Son. Jesus Christ, the best person that ever lived (since he 

was also God), was sent by his Father to fix the mess people had gotten themselves into. He lived his entire 
life without ever sinning. And then God let the worst happen to his Son: he sent him to suffer on the cross. 

Jesus suffered not just physical pain but also the pain of hell, of being separated from God.  
     Why did God allow these bad things to happen to his good Son? Jesus suffered and died in our place. When 
we believe this, God gives us the gift of eternal life. We live now and we will live forever with him in heaven. 

     And yes, there will still be “bad” things that happen to us while we live in this world. The sin and 
suffering that Adam and Eve brought into the world still affects everyone. But because God loves us, he sent 
Jesus to suffer instead of us. Because of what Jesus has done, we know that all the “bad” has been overcome 
by good. Believe in Jesus and live! 
 
From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
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Member Interview: Carrie and Peter Ratzlaff 
Conducted by Erica Olson, Editorial Assistant 

 

 

Erica: First of all, congratulations, Carrie and Peter, on your recent marriage! What 
was your wedding date, exactly? 
 
Carrie: Our wedding date was May 24th, 2014 
 
Erica: I'm so thrilled for you! Carrie, I got to see some pictures and one video from 
your wedding reception when you danced with your dad. You were absolutely 
stunning.  That dance was something else! How long did it take you to come up 
with that routine? Did you come up with it yourself or did you take lessons? 
 
Carrie: It was a lot of fun to put together! We decided to do this dance instead of a 
traditional father/daughter dance when we were online looking at other dances. My 
dad looked at me and said, "We can totally do that, and better too!" We started 
practicing and putting the dance together about a month out. We did not take 

lessons. I choreographed the whole thing, with YouTube's help.  
 
Erica: Where did you go for your honeymoon? What kinds of things did you do? Did you meet any interesting people? 
 
Carrie: We went to Playa Del Carmon, Cancun, Mexico. It was so much fun swimming in the ocean, boogie boarding, 
swimming with the dolphins and just relaxing by the pool. We also got to see a bunch of fun shows that the hotel had 
going on in the main lobby. We got to meet a bunch of new people who were all very nice and very fun to hang out 
with. We met people from Canada, England, San Diego and Texas. 
 
Erica: I'm so glad you enjoyed yourselves. Now, Carrie, a lot of people from our church already know you because 

you and your family have been members for a long time. How old were you when your family started attending? 
 
Carrie: I believe that I was a freshman in high school when we started attending Redeemer on a regular basis. 
 
Erica: Were you part of the WELS or LCMS before joining Redeemer? 
 
Carrie: We had been apart of a WELS church in Atlanta, and I am not sure about the church when we lived in Tampa. 
 
Erica: Tell me a little about your family. I know you have a brother, but I don't know if I've met him.  
 
Carrie: Yes, I have a younger brother: John Bonnell. He unfortunately works on Sunday mornings and is unable to 
come to church. He does try and attend the Christmas and Easter services when his job schedule allows for it. 
 
Erica: What kind of work do you do? 
 
Carrie: Right now I am teaching physical education in the Paradise Valley school district at Shea Middle School and 
Vista Verde Middle School. I teach at Shea in the morning and then at lunchtime I drive to Vista and teach the rest of 
the day there. I also coach softball and track. I am one of the athletic directors at Vista Verde, and I also Tutor a young 
girl in math two days out of the week after school and coaching. My days are long and busy but I like it! 
 
Erica: Do you have any hobbies or special interests? I know you know sign language. Do you find ways of keeping up with it? 

 
Carrie: I love going to the gym! Peter and I belong to a CrossFit gym called Blade CrossFit. We like it because it’s a 
community. You’re not just going to the gym to workout and then leave. We go there because the people there are  
 

Continued on Page 6
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Member Interview, continued from Page 5 
awesome! They are always encouraging and ready to help you with anything. Peter and I are very active people. We 
like to go on hikes (when it’s not 100 degrees out), mountain biking, rock climbing, go on runs and walks, camping and 
pretty much just being outside. I do know Sign Language, but I am a bit rusty. I would love to take classes to become 
fluent in sign, and maybe become a translator later down the road. 
 

Erica: Now, how and when did you two meet?  
 

Carrie: We were set up on a blind date. One of my friends and one of his friends (who I was also friends with) decided 
to set us up. It took us about a year and a half to actually start dating. 
 

Erica: Tell me about the proposal! Did you get down on one knee, Peter? 
 

Peter: I actually didn't get down on one knee. We were on a camping trip and I hung a sign from the roof of the tent 
asking her to marry me. She woke up saw it and said yes. 
 

Erica: That’s a cool way to propose! Very clever! What kind of work do you do? 
 

Peter: I am an aerospace machinist/mechanic. 
 

Erica: What kinds of hobbies or special interests do you have? 
 

Peter: I am addicted to CrossFit, rock climbing and hiking. 
 

Erica: Tell me about your family. Do your parents and siblings live nearby? 
 

Peter: My Parents live in south Phoenix and my father is a pastor at a Pentecostal church in central Phoenix. I have a 
brother that lives in Flagstaff and is getting married in a little over a month. 
 

Erica: How exciting! Two family weddings in the same year! Are you originally from this area? 
 

Peter: I was born and grew up in Flagstaff. I moved to Phoenix after high school to attend a trade school. 
 

Erica: Where are you guys living? 
 

Carrie: We are living on Rose Garden and 27th drive, right behind Barry Goldwater High School [in Phoenix]. 
 

Erica: What are some of your thoughts and plans for the future? Do you think you'll do some traveling?  
 

Carrie: The future is pretty far away. We would love to do some traveling and see different places. As of right now we 
are trying to plan a trip to New England. Neither one of us has ever been. 
 

Erica: Do you plan to stay in the Phoenix area or do you think you might like to move elsewhere at some point?  
 

Carrie: Who knows, if the opportunity presents itself and we were able to get equal or better jobs than we have now we 
might consider it. However, we don't think that we could leave our friends and family. 
 

Erica: That’s understandable. I know that was a lot of questions, but is there anything you'd like to add? Anything you'd 
like people to know about either of you that I didn't ask?  
 

Carrie: I think you pretty much covered everything! But if anyone has any questions for us we are more than welcome 
to answer them.  
 

Erica: Very good. I'm so happy for you two, and wish you all the best. Thank you so much for taking the time to let me 
interview you. And Peter, don't be a stranger at Redeemer! We look forward to getting to know you, too!  
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of services are 
available on the church website. 
Recordings of sermons only are 

also available through the 
website, and are archived online 

courtesy of lutheransource.net. 
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