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Things are not always as they seem to be. What we feel is happening in any 

given situation may not in fact be what is happening. In certain situations, you 

may perceive yourself to be making a free and autonomous decision about 

something that you have weighed and evaluated in your own mind. But what 

is really happening is that someone else – who has already made a decision 

for you – is influencing you at a subconscious level to conform your will to 

his will. 

     Do you have an inner desire to believe in Christ as your Savior, and to live 

a life that is pleasing to him? If so, where did that desire come from? You are 

no doubt acquainted with people who do not profess to be Christians, and who 

have no such desires. Why do they not want these things? Why do some 

people want things that are harmful to themselves and others? Why do you 

sometimes feel as if you want such things, contrary to your own better 

judgment? 

     During the month of August, in the Sunday morning Adult Class, we will 

study Article II of the Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord, which is 

one of the official Confessions of the Lutheran Church as found in the Book of 

Concord. This Article deals with the question of “Free Will,” and explains in 

detail what the Scriptures teach about your will and desires, and about why 

you want or do not want certain things. Those of you who own a copy of the 

Book of Concord are encouraged to read this section of the Formula of 

Concord in preparation for this special series of classes. 

     The Biblical and Lutheran doctrine of Free Will is one of those areas in 

which we demonstrate that what we believe about God and our relationship 

with him is based on what God himself teaches us in his Word, and not on our 

own reason and experience. What the Scriptures say, and what Article II of 

the Formulas of Concord explains, are totally different from what we would 

ever have come up with on our own, in trying to figure these things out for 

ourselves. So, come to these classes, and learn from God’s Word. Come and 

learn about a distinctive teaching of your church. Come and learn something 

important about yourself!  

 

– Pastor Webber                            

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Redeemer Ladies’ Guild News 
     All ladies are welcome to the ladies guild meetings. We meet the third Sunday of each month after the 

church service. 

    We especially need people to sign up for making coffee, getting the treats ready for the time of fellowship 

and refreshments after each service, and clean up. This is open to anyone in the church – men or women – 

who can help out. 

    Special occasion pot lucks take planning and more people to make them a success. 

    We also need people to set up for Communion, and then take it down following the service, on the 1st, 3rd, 

and 5th Sundays of each month. 

    The Ladies Guild will be purchasing a water filtration system for the kitchen sink. We also will be 

purchasing a filter for the refrigerator, so you will be able to get cold water for drinking. This will eliminate 

the need to bring water for making coffee and for drinking water. 

   We are in the process of purchasing “Hymns in My Heart” greeting cards for various occasions. They will 

be placed in the fellowship hall near the library section, with a free-will offering box to defer costs. An update 

will be announced when they are available. To learn more about these cards, you may consult this web site: 

https://sites.google.com/site/hymnsinmyheart/  

     Please give some prayerful thought to joining with us in our endeavors for Redeemer.  

 

– Angie Kohlgraf 

   Ladies Guild President 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday School News 
 

     Only a few more weeks remain of our summer Sunday School quarter, themed “Even the Winds and 

Waves Obey Him.” Exciting lessons have focused on those Biblical events when God used elements of His 

physical creation – such as fire, earthquakes, and weather phenomena – to show His power, and to 

accomplish salvation for His people. We have spent time learning hymns such as “Guide Me, O Thou Great 

Jehovah,” which mirror the imagery of the first few lessons.  

     While on your way to or from the sanctuary, please feel free to stop by classroom #2 to view our bulletin 

board display of lesson highlights so far. See samples of arts and crafts projects, such as the Ark of the 

Covenant, or Elijah’s altar on Mt. Carmel. Leaf though a copy of the illustrated catechisms we use each 

Sunday. By summer’s end we will have reviewed all six chief parts with explanations.  

     Due to the growth in our student population, we will add another class, beginning in September. 

Groupings planned are Pre-school/Kindergarten (4 pupils), Middle Grades (3 pupils), and Upper Grades (2 

pupils). More classes mean our staffing needs are also increasing. We appreciate the efforts of several new 

volunteers who have helped with Sunday School during recent weeks, and would invite others to give this a 

try. It is hoped that we can enlarge the pool of congregational members who are willing to serve as part of a 

teacher rotation, or perhaps can at least substitute teach when needed.  

 

– Carol Webber 

   Sunday School Coordinator 
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New Member Interview: Brendan and Elena Bates 
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant) 

 

 

Erica: First of all, welcome to Redeemer! We’re really glad that you’ve 

decided not only to attend, but to join us, as well. This newsletter 

interview will help the members and friends of the congregation to get 

to know you a little better. You’re related to Manuel and Cara Valle, 

right?  

 

Elena: Yes, I’m Manuel’s sister. 

  

Erica: We welcomed them into membership a couple of years ago. Is 

that how you learned about our church? 

 

Elena: Yes, although I’m sure we would have ended up here anyway. I 

usually use the directory of liturgical Lutheran churches on 

lutheranliturgy.org when we travel, and Redeemer was one of only two 

congregations listed in the area. 

  

Erica: Where did you come from? 

 

Elena: We’ve lived in St. Louis for the last several years, but I grew up 

in Michigan and went to a small liberal arts college there, too. Then I 

spent a year working as an au pair in Spain before moving to St. Louis 

in 2009 for grad school at Washington University. 

 

Brendan: And I grew up in South Dakota and went to college at Notre 

Dame, then law school at St. Louis University. I met Elena in the 

spring of 2010, and we got married at the end of that summer. 

  

Erica: What brought you here? 

 

Brendan:  I recently accepted a position as a litigation support specialist with the Phoenix office of a global 

provider of e-discovery services. 

 

Erica: Oh, that’s cool. What does that entail? 

 

Brendan: I work for a company that offers technological solutions to clients and law firms who require 

assistance managing the collection, review, and production of high volumes of electronically stored data.  

Most of my job entails the manipulation of metadata and images inside databases, which will be sifted 

through and ultimately presented as evidence in a legal setting. 

  

Erica: Sounds like very important work. What kind of work do you do, Elena?  

 

Elena: I teach writing and literature classes for homeschoolers through my own online tutorial service, … 

 

(continued on Page 4) 

 

Brendan and Elena (Valle) Bates 

were received into communicant 

membership by profession of 

faith on July 14. Their one-year-

old son Scott was also received, 

as a baptized member.  

 

“So the churches were 

strengthened in the faith, and 

they increased in numbers daily” 

(Acts 16:5, ESV). 
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New Member Interview (continued from Page 3) 
Bandusia Tutorials. I started out teaching classes to homeschoolers in my hometown during the summers when I was 

home from college. When I moved to Spain, a few families wanted me to teach a literature class for their kids online, 

and that went so well that I decided to offer more courses and advertise to homeschoolers all over the country. I don’t 

teach a lot now that I am a mother – just a couple of courses – and I keep the class sizes small. 

  

Erica: Sounds like very interesting jobs! And you’re parents on top of that! Tell me about your son.  

 
Elena: Scott turned one on May 31. He started walking right around the time we moved, and he seems so much older all 

of a sudden. He likes playing with cars, blocks, stuffed animals, and refrigerator magnets, and he loves books more than 

anything else. He’s also rather obsessed with trying to talk about things that scare him a little, like the sound of the 

garbage disposal. He points to it and makes a garbage disposal sound and wants me to tell him about it. 

 
Brendan: He’s very curious about the world around him and always pointing out new objects and asking “Eh?” which 

seems to be his way of inquiring the name of something.  He loves to be chased and his favorite toy appears to be any 

item that he has been explicitly forbidden from holding. 

  

Erica: Of course! Now, I know that Manuel and Cara came from the LCMS. Did you, as well? 

 
Elena: Yes, my grandfather was an LCMS pastor, and I grew up in the confessional side of the LCMS. I did go to an 

ELS church while I was in college, though. That was Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Holland, Michigan, and the Rev. 

Daniel McQuality was pastor at the time. 

 
Brendan: I grew up in the Catholic Church and converted to Lutheranism after meeting Elena. 

  

Erica: What made you decide to join us? 

 
Elena: Like Manuel and Cara, we couldn’t find a good confessional LCMS church in the area, so we were happy to join 

the ELS. 

  

Erica: What do you like about Redeemer so far? 

 
Elena: Aside from just being very thankful to find a conservative, liturgical congregation, I’m excited to be able to use 

The Lutheran Hymnal again! That’s what I grew up with. We also feel very welcome here. Everyone is so friendly. 

 
Brendan: I really enjoy the Bible study classes after church.  

  

Erica: Do you have any hobbies you like to do or places you like to go in your spare time? 

 
Brendan: I enjoy discussing film, television, politics, and religion.  

 
Elena: I love traveling outside the US, although I haven’t done that in a few years. I don’t know that I really have 

hobbies. I tend to spend my free time reading fiction and researching issues that interest me in mothering and 

homemaking. 

  

Erica: What else would you like the members and friends of Redeemer to know about you? 

 
Elena: We’re just very happy to be here, and we’re looking forward to getting to know everyone. 

 
Erica: And we’re very happy to have you with us! Thank you for talking with me, and for allowing us all to get to know 

you just a little bit better.  
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The Baptism of Jose Manuel Valle IV 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Devotion: “In God’s Eyes” 
 

 

 

Baptized on July 7: Jose Manuel Valle IV, son of 

Manuel and Cara Valle. We welcome “J. M.” into 

the family of God! 

 

“Now they were bringing even infants to [Jesus] that 

he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, 

they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, 

saying, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 

God’” (Luke 18:15-16, ESV). 

Bad drivers are so annoying. 

Think about the last time you 

were driving somewhere. How 

many bad drivers did you come 

into contact with? What about 

that guy that went when you 

were supposed to go at the four-

way stop? Or that gal that was 

tailgating you for so many 

miles on the highway? Or the 

guy that turned right in front of 

you and made you slam on your 

brakes? Or that high school kid 

whose music was even rattling 

your windows as he pulled up 

next to you at the light? Why is 

it that there are so many bad 

and obnoxious drivers on the roads? Why can’t the 

police see every infraction you see and give out 

more tickets? Why can’t every other driver out there 

be as good a driver as you are?! 

     It’s easy to be self-righteous not only about our 

driving skills but about so many other areas of our 

lives: how we raise our kids, how our houses look, 

how our job is higher on the social scale, etc. It’s 

easy to have sinful pride about how we’re better than 

most of our neighbors! 

In God’s eyes, though, we’re all 

equal. First, we are all equally 

bad. Every single one of us is 

born a sinner, and we sin every 

day of our lives. We deserve 

nothing from God but death and 

damnation. We are helpless, 

hopeless, and headed for hell. 

Second, we are all equally 

rescued. God’s Son, Jesus 

Christ, came to our world as 

one of us and took the 

punishment from God that we 

deserved when He died on the 

cross. In this way, Jesus 

provided the rescue from death 

and hell that we need. And to 

be rescued there is nothing that we can do: we 

simply believe that Jesus has rescued us. When we 

trust in Jesus as our Rescuer, our Savior, He forgives 

our sins and promises that He will take us to heaven 
to live with Him when our time on this earth is through. 
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke 18:13; 

ESV) 

 
From the ELS Board for Home Outreach
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Volunteers Needed 
     A lot of the work at Redeemer doesn’t require strength (muscle). It may be holding a ladder, helping move 

a table, or handing a nail to someone who is hammering. If you are able to offer such help, please place your 

name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall, indicating the general times of the day 

or week when you would usually be available. This will serve as an ongoing reference list for potential 

helpers, when a task needs to be done.  

    – the Trustees 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Devotion: “Why Can I Trust the Bible?” 
 

     Many people 

have the 

impression that 

there are all kinds 

of weighty 

evidence that 

shows that the 

Bible is basically 

untrustworthy. 

They might get this 

impression from a 

television show 

where scholars 

point out what they 

believe to be 

inconsistencies and 

think that just because they have a degree they must 

be right.  Many people blindly follow such thoughts 

about the Bible and think that they cannot disagree 

when so many other people, with impressive 

credentials, tell them not to trust the Bible.    

     Don’t let anyone intimidate you! Truth is not 

found in a degree or established by majority vote.  

The Bible states that many of the high placed people 

of this world will find its main message very 

difficult to accept.  “The natural person does not 

accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 

because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual 

person judges all things, but is himself to be judged 

by no one. “For who has understood the mind of 

the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the 
mind of Christ” 1 Corinthians 2:14-16.  In truth, the 

better the Holy Spirit moves you to understand the 
Gospel, the more you’ll come to see why that’s true. 

     Secondly, the view that the Bible is untrustworthy is 

not unanimous.  While there are  

certainly scholars 

who doubt the 

Bible, there are 

many others who 

don’t.  The kind of 

teaching that 

doubts the 

trustworthiness of 

the Bible begins 

with the 

assumption that 

the Bible contains 

mistakes.  Is that 

any way to start 

reading a new 

book? That’s not 

scholarship.  That’s prejudice. 

     The Bible says it is communicating God’s very 

own words to us.  “All Scripture is breathed out by 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness” 2 

Timothy 3:16.  The Bible claims to be able to do 

more than just inform and inspire us.  It claims to be 

able to draw people into a personal relationship with 

the living God.  The Bible claims to give eternal life. 
“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in His name.” John 20:31   

     Are these claims true?  Can the Bible really do 

that? There are ways of finding out.  You can read 

the Bible yourself – on it’s own terms, and you can 

come visit our church to study and learn with us:  

We believe the Bible can be trusted – every Word of 

it! 

 

 
From the ELS Board for Home Outreach
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Elders’ Meeting after AC 
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Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 
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9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 
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28 

21 
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Wednesday 

29 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

22 
Internet Study Group 

canceled 

15 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

8 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

1 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

Thursday 

30 

23 

 

16 
 

 

9 

 

2 
 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

24 

17 
 

10 
 

3 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 2013 



 

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, August 2013 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


