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Sunday Divine Service:  

9 a.m., Refreshments after the 

Service 
 

Sunday School/Adult Bible 

Class: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Thursday Internet Study 

Group: 6:30 p.m. (See Pastor 

Webber for log-on info for this 

group, or attend in person at his 

residence) 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Mark your calendars! On Monday, 

September 19, at 7 p.m., our 

congregation will be hosting a special 

presentation by Pastor Jan Bygstad of 

Bergen, Norway, on the topic, “The 

State of Lutheranism in Scandinavia.” 

Pastor Bygstad was formerly a 

clergyman of the (state) Church of 

Norway. After many years of 

confessional testimony and struggle 

within that body, he withdrew from it 

as a matter of conscience, and now 

serves a congregation of The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(DELK). He is a well-known writer 

and speaker, specializing in Old 

Testament and Reformation-era 

studies. All who are interested in 

learning more about the current state 

of affairs in Scandinavian 

Lutheranism – in areas such as 

Biblical and Confessional authority, 

gender and sexuality, and ecumenism 

– are cordially welcome. Please join 

us, and invite a friend to come along 

with you! 

     Pastor Bygstad is not affiliated 

with our sister synod in Norway – the 

Lutheran Confessional Church or 

“LBK” – but one of the pastors of the 

LBK writes of him: “I see Jan 

Bygstad as one of the pastors outside 

the LBK in Scandinavia who are 

closest to us (doctrinally). ...  I think it 

could be useful also for us in the LBK 

if Jan Bygstad got better acquainted 

with the ELS and the WELS, and 

could get some contacts with them, 

and through them with us. ... I have a 

very favorable impression of Bygstad. 

He’s friendly and welcoming, and has 

great trustworthiness and integrity.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Pastor Bygstad’s presence among 

us will no doubt help us to appreciate 

the struggles of those who contend for 

the faith once delivered to the saints 

in “secularist” environments of the 

world that are increasingly hostile to 

that faith. And yet, the Lord of the 

church is always faithful. Our 

common Savior blesses and protects 

those who confess his name before 

men, and he blesses others through 

the Gospel that they proclaim. 

  

– Pastor Webber 
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Welcomed in Baptism Ladies’ Guild News 

       Redeemer Ladies Guild will have a free will 

offering basket at every Sunday morning coffee. All 

funds collected will be sent to support the Alpha 

Pregnancy Center in Phoenix. Alpha is funded solely 

through donations of WELS/ELS congregations and 

individuals. We thank you for your support to this 

organization. 

Angie Kohlgraf 

Ladies Guild President 

 

Joplin Volunteer Opportunity 

     It's about halfway through the summer and most 

of our own vacation plans are set. But if you haven't 

yet planned your summer vacation, there’s a great 

Christian service opportunity you can take advantage 

of this summer and fall, volunteering for a few days 

to assist with reconstruction in the Joplin, Missouri, 

area.  

     The need for help is still great, even several 

weeks after the storm. The tornado ravaged an area 

about six miles long and one mile wide, destroying 

close to 8,000 homes and 400 businesses.  

     Faith Lutheran Church (ELS) in the neighboring 

community of Carthage, Missouri, has organized a 

Tornado Relief Committee which, in addition to 

distributing relief aid, is also organizing volunteer 

work for ELS and WELS visitors wishing to come to 

Joplin to help clean up (until August 7), and then to 

begin the rebuilding process.  

     For more information you can email Faith 

Lutheran’s Tornado Relief Committee coordinator, 

Wendy Wright Wells, or Faith’s pastor, the Rev. 

Timothy Buelow: 
    

wrighters@sbcglobal.net 

pastor@faithcarthage.org 

 

     We were privileged to witness the baptism of the 

newest member of Redeemer – Simon Ficken – 

during the service on Sunday, July 24. Simon is the 

son of Keven and Brenda, and the baby brother of 

Noah. Godparents are Stephen and Monica 

Willweber.  

 

     “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is for you and for your children and 

for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to himself” (Acts 2:38-39, ESV). 

 

 



 

The Valley Evangel, August 2011 Page 3 

Web Site of the Month Internet Study Group Schedule Change 

     If you are on Facebook, find the page for 

“Redeemer Lutheran Church of Scottsdale” and 

“like” us. This is a way for the members and friends 

of the congregation to stay in touch, and to keep each 

other informed of upcoming church events. Perhaps 

your other Facebook friends can also find their way 

to the church page, through you, and check us out. 

 

     The Valley Evangel newsletter is posted on the 

church web site (redeemer.vze.com) each month, as a 

full-color PDF document. If you would like to be 

notified by email when each new issue of the 

newsletter is available online, and be sent the link to 

the web version rather than receiving a black and 

white paper version, let the pastor know.  

     Pastor Webber’s part-time studies for the Master 

of Theology degree on which he is working will 

resume in September. The autumn course that he will 

be taking will have classes every Thursday evening.  

     For this reason, and until further notice, the 

Internet Study Group will move from Thursdays at 

6:30 p.m. to Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., beginning on 

Wednesday, August 31. The Internet Study Group is 

currently going through the Gospel according to St. 

Mark.  

     If you would like to be a part of this group, 

contact Pastor Webber for log-on information, or 

come to his home and participate in the classes in 

person. 

The Wedding of Sarah Webber and Matthias Leyrer 

 

     Sarah Webber, a member of Redeemer, and Matthias Leyrer, were united in Holy Matrimony on June 25 

at Trinity Chapel, on the campus of Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. Pastor Webber, 

father of the bride, officiated. The preacher was Pastor Jeremy Laitinen, brother-in-law of the groom. Sarah 

and Matthias each recently graduated from Bethany Lutheran College. 
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Devotion: “Create In Me a Clean Heart, O Lord” 
 “Blessed are the pure in heart.” Matthew 5:8 

  

A Generational Achievement 

     One of our church families has 

experienced something truly remarkable. 

Angie and Dave Kohlgraf’s granddaughter 

recently gave birth to a baby. That in itself is 

perhaps not remarkable – although the birth 

of a child is always a thing to be celebrated, 

since “children are a heritage of the Lord.” 

But what makes this particular birth more 

remarkable than most is that Angie’s 

grandmother, Mrs. Norma Frickie, at the age of 104, lived to see it. Mrs. 

Frickie is therefore a living great-great-great-grandmother.  

     We congratulate her and all her many descendants – more generations than 

can be counted on one hand! (Dave’s mother, Mrs. Audrey Kohlgraf, has also 

lived to see the birth of this baby. We congratulate her as well. But this is the only family we have ever heard 

of where the honor of being a great-great-grandmother can be overshadowed!) 

 

 

     Wash your hands. Wash your hands! So often we 

are reminded of the need to wash our hands. After 

using the restroom, before eating, after eating, 

before cooking, after cooking. It’s 

so hard to keep them clean. 

     And that’s just our hands! Try 

keeping our hearts clean, and we 

have an impossible task! How 

hard it is to have perfectly pure 

motives! When I cut that little 

section of grass between my 

neighbors’ house and mine, the 

good deed is spoiled with the self-

serving intent that maybe he’ll let 

me borrow his edger. I give some 

money for a worthy charitable 

cause, but only because I don’t 

want to disappoint the sincere person asking. 

     We may be able to hide our impure motives from 

others, but not from God. The Bible says, “The 

LORD does not look at the things man looks at.  Man 

looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 

at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). We can’t fool 

God. There is no covering false notions or hidden 

deception. God looks right through the outward act 

and inspects the inner motivation. He is looking for 

the pure in heart. 

What is the measure for that kind of inner 

purity? God holds us up to his perfect will and 

measures us against it. The conclusion is that all of 

us have sinned and fall short of 

the sinless standard that God has 

set for us. Under God’s 

inspection, our hearts are not 

pure. 

     What’s the solution? Our 

hearts need to be washed. But 

how? We can’t wash them on our 

own, so Jesus did it for us. The 

Bible says, “The blood of Jesus, 

[God’s] Son, purifies us from all 

sin” (1 John 1:7). By his death for 

us, Jesus washed our hearts clean; 

he has cleansed us of sin’s stain. 

Through him all our sins are forgiven and our hearts 

are now pure in God’s sight. 

     The forgiveness of sins and purity of heart that 

we have received freely from Jesus powerfully 

motivates us to stay away from anything dirty. We’ll 

not want to dirty our hearts again with sinful things. 

Rather, we’ll be happy to strive to live according to 

the pure way that God teaches and thereby indicate 

our great appreciation for the sacrifice that Jesus 

made to wash our hearts clean. 

 



 

 

28 
Pentecost 11 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

 10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ meeting after the AC 

 

21 
Pentecost 10 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

14 
Pentecost 9 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

7 
Pentecost 8 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

 

Sunday 

29 

22 
 

15 
 

8 
Church Council 

meeting at the 

church 7 p.m. 

1 

Monday 

30 

23 
 

16 
 

9 
 

2 
 

Tuesday 

31 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

24 
 

17 
 

10 
Pastor Webber in 

Minnesota for ELS 

Doctrine Committee 

3 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

25 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

 

 

18 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

11 
Pastor Webber in 

Minnesota 

 

Internet Study Group 

Canceled  

4 
 

6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

Thursday 

 

26 
 

19 

 

12 

 

5 
 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

27 
 

20 
 

13 

6 
 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

August 2011 



  

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, August 2011 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
     Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemer.vze.com 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


