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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class: 10:15 a.m.
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-on information)
Newsletter Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

_____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Pastor’s Desk
The term “Easter” is probably not the best term to describe the festival that we are about to celebrate.
But for some reason, this term became established among English-speaking Christians as the name for the day
when we remember the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The Merriam-Webster Dictionary informs us that
the word “Easter” comes from the Middle English estre, which in turn comes from the Old English çastre, and
which is akin to the Old High German ôstarun. It refers to the east – as in east versus west – and seems to
come from the name of a pre-Christian observance of
the Spring solstice among ancient Teutonic people.
The festival itself is obviously not pagan. Recalling
the victory over sin and death that God’s Son
accomplished for humanity, is not pagan. But the term
we use for this special day of recollection, in the
English language, is apparently of pagan origin.
Christians who speak other languages use
other and better terms for this day. For example, in the
various languages of the Slavic world, the name for
the festival of the Lord’s resurrection is “Pascha” or
“Holy Pascha.” The term Pascha is derived from the
Hebrew term Pesach, which we translate into English
as Passover. The term refers first to the Passover
festival that God commanded the Hebrew people to
observe each year, in commemoration to their
deliverance from slavery in Egypt under Moses. In
particular, it refers to the protection that the blood of a
lamb smeared on the doorposts gave to the Israelites
in the last plague, when the Angel of Death caused the temporal death of all the firstborn in Egyptian
households, but passed over the Israelite households and spared the firstborn in those households.
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, and was arrested, tried, and crucified, on the festival of Passover.
According to the Jewish reckoning, an old day ended, and a new day began, at sunset. So, the evening
Passover meal that Jesus shared with his disciples took place early on the Day of Passover, and that Day
continued until the following sunset. And on the third day, Jesus rose from the dead to deliver us, not from
temporal death, but from eternal death.
The early church understood the unified observance of Christ’s death, Christ’s rest in the tomb, and
Christ’s resurrection, collectively as the new Christian Passover. The earliest generations of the church were
Jewish, so their transition from observing the Jewish Passover, to observing the new Passover of Christ, was
1

natural and smooth. And when Gentiles converted to the Christian faith, they joined in with this annual
celebration.
The Apology of the Augsburg Confession recounts that the apostles “observed certain days...to let
people know when to assemble. When they assembled, they also observed other rites and a sequence of
lessons. Frequently the people continued to observe certain Old Testament customs, which the apostles
adapted in modified form to the Gospel history, like the Passover [Acts 18:21] and Pentecost [Acts 20:16], so
that by these examples as well as by instruction they might transmit to posterity the memory of these great
events” (Apology VII/VIII:40, Tappert translation). Indeed, in Acts 18:19-21 we are told of the movements
and plans of St. Paul as follows: “And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he did not
consent, but took leave of them, saying, ‘I must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will
return again to you, God willing.’ And he sailed from Ephesus” (ESV).
And St. Paul exhorts all of us also to remember the death and resurrection of our Savior: in the way we
live out our faith in daily repentance and faith; in how we treat one another on a daily basis; and also in our
weekly and annual liturgical observances, on the Lord’s Day, and on the special “feast” that he himself was
eager to keep in Jerusalem. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:6-8: “Your boasting is not good. Do you not know
that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you
really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth” (ESV).
And so, as we approach and celebrate Easter, we will use the English term for that day – deficient
though it may be – because we speak English. But as we speak this term, our thoughts can and should be
directed also to the term that our Christian friends in the Slavic world use for this day, ands to the meaning
behind their term. Christ our Pascha – our Passover lamb – has been sacrificed, and had risen from the dead
for our justification and salvation. Let us therefore celebrate the festival: in faith, in life, and in church!
– Pastor Webber

Welcome Changes in COVID-19 Precautions
More and more people in Arizona are getting vaccinated, and fewer and fewer new cases of COVID19 are being reported. Most people who had COVID-19 lived through it, and are now immune. We are
therefore glad to report that, based on these objective circumstances in our state, Governor Douglas Ducey
issued an executive order on March 25 which rescinded his executive order of March 11, 2020. That executive
order of a year ago had authorized cities and counties in Arizona to implement precautions and policies to
mitigate the spread of the coronavirus. At Redeemer we have been operating according to the rules established
by the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors for inside gatherings, requiring social distancing and face
coverings. But those regulations are now no longer in effect. Our friends at the Carpenter Hazelwood law firm
have summarized the Governor’s new executive order in these bullet points:
• All remaining COVID-19 related Executive Orders are lifted and will no longer be enforced.
• Local governments (Counties, Towns, and Cities) can no longer enforce COVID-19-related policies
adopted after March 11, 2020, including requirements to wear face coverings (except as noted
below).
• Events of more than 50 people, including youth sports and concerts, will no longer need approval from
local governments. However, event organizers should continue to encourage safety precautions,
including distancing to limit and mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
• Businesses, including associations, are now only encouraged to continue to take actions recommended by
the CDC, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and ADHS to
limit and mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
• All businesses, including bars, can resume all regular operations.
• Counties, Towns, and Cities may enforce mitigation polices in government buildings and on public
transportation, including the requirement to wear masks.

The full text of the executive order is online here: https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2021-06.pdf
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So, beginning immediately,
Redeemer will no longer ask
worshipers to wear a mask while in
the building. Those who feel safer
wearing one may certainly continue
doing so, but since the civil
authorities are no longer requiring it,
neither are we. For now we will still
recommend “social distancing” (in keeping with CDC recommendations), and every other pew will still be
blocked, so that those who wish to maintain social distance during the service will be able to do so. Also for
now, the socially-distant method of administering Communion which we have been following will be kept in
place, as we transition in the near future to a completely post-COVID church life.
For many, of course, the mask-wearing rule was the most odious part of the precautions imposed on us
by the Board of Supervisors. And that is now over!
In view of the continuing social distancing recommendation for inside gatherings, we will follow
through on our plan to hold two Divine Services on Easter Sunday: one at 9 a.m., and another at 10:30 a.m.
(with the same lessons, hymns, and sermon). Since we do expect a higher-than-average number of people to
have the desire to attend church on Easter, having two services will allow worshipers to spread themselves out
into two separate groups, and prevent a situation where too many people are crowded into the sanctuary for
just one service.

St. Mark’s Day
April 25 is the Fourth Sunday of Easter, also known as
Good Shepherd Sunday. It is also the feast day of St.
Mark the Evangelist. Mark was not an apostle, but he
was a companion of at least two of the apostles (Paul
and Peter) before he became a church leader in his
own right in the city of Alexandria. And as a youth,
Mark was most probably an eyewitness to some of the
important events in Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem,
especially the Last Supper and Jesus’ arrest in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Mark is, in fact, portrayed in
the adjacent painting of the Lord’s arrest in the garden.
Do you want to know where? Do you want to know
more about St. Mark? Come to church on April 25!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
April 2021
Sunday

4 Easter

Monday

5

Tuesday

6

Wednesday

7

Divine Service 9am and
10:30am (Sunday
School & Adult Class
canceled)
12

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
congregational forum
10:30am

Online
Voters
meeting
7pm

18 Easter 3

19

13

14

Saturday

1 Maundy Thursday

2 Good Friday

Divine Service 7pm
(Internet Study
Group canceled)

Tenebrae Vespers
7pm

8

9

10

16

17

23

24

15

3

Internet Study Group
7pm

20

21

22

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Friday

Internet Study Group
7pm

11 Easter 2

25 Easter 4 / St. Mark

Thursday

Internet Study Group
7pm

26

27

28

29

30

Pastor
Webber in
Utah

Pastor
Webber in
Utah

ELS West Coast
Pastors’ Conference
at Hope Lutheran in
West Jordan, Utah

ELS West Coast
Pastors’ Conference
at Hope Lutheran in
West Jordan, Utah
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7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: redeemerscottsdale@yahoo.com

First Class Mail
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the
Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to
administer the Holy Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach
out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org
Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the
church website, and on our YouTube and Facebook pages.

