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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: 10:30 am
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information) 

  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Price
_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
  

“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19b-20a, ESV). St. Paul hereby
reminds us of who our true Lord is, and of how he became our Lord. The saving acts of God for fallen man that are
recounted in the services of Holy Week, were and are the price that Jesus paid, so that we could belong to him, as
liberated citizens of his eternal kingdom, and no longer be enslaved and blinded by the enemy of our souls.

In light of this, I would like to encourage you to let the Week that we call Holy be for you a week that is
wholly dedicated to your faith, to a commitment to learn and grow in your faith, and to an earnest desire to be
drawn ever closer to your Savior through your faith. During this week we have services on Palm Sunday, on
Maundy Thursday, on Good Friday, and on Easter. On those days and during the times of those services, there is
really nothing more important that might otherwise be taking place in your life, or in the world around you, than
those services. Be in the Lord’s house to participate in them.

On Palm Sunday, in his Word and Sacrament, Jesus the Son of David will enter into our midst to bring us
his saving grace, just as he entered Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday to set in motion all that needed to be
accomplished for our salvation. Be in church, to welcome him into your life and heart as your benevolent king,
ruler, and protector, with the words, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” On Maundy Thursday,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, will take away our sin through the sacrament of his body
and blood, which he wants us to receive in repentance and faith, in the same way as his original disciples were
invited to partake of this sacrament, and to continue to partake of it in perpetuity. Jesus said, “Take, eat; drink of it,
all of you; Do this in remembrance of me.” Be in church, to eat and drink the pledges of your redemption and
forgiveness that Jesus will offer to you, and to do what Jesus invites you to do in remembrance of him according to
his Word and institution.

On Good Friday, the death of Christ in your place, as your substitute under the just judgment of God, will
be preached and set before you starkly, vividly, crushingly, and soothingly. Be in church to hear this, to see this,
and to say with St. Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20, ESV). On Easter, the angel will declare to all who mourn the death of Christ – and who mourn
over their sins, which drove him to that death – that Christ has risen! Be in church, to hear this angelic
announcement, and then joyfully to encounter the living Savior for yourself in the means of grace that he left for
his church, through which he  promised to be with us always even to the end of the age.

And on the other days of that week, even when our congregation is not holding a public worship service,
you can and should still meditate on all these things, and reflect upon what they mean for how you define the
purpose and destiny of your entire life. You can still ponder the absolute and unquestionable importance of what
Holy Week teaches and represents for your understanding of who you are before God, what your eternal hope is,
and why you believe what you believe.
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If, during that week, you are tempted to stay at your house in those hours when God’s Spirit and your
deeper conscience are drawing you to the Lord’s house for worship, then you can recall, and claim as your own,
the words of gratitude toward God and reliance upon God that are written for you in Psalm 119: “I will never
forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. I am yours; save me, for I have sought your precepts”
(verses 93-94, ESV).

– Pastor Webber

Journey with Jennifer
Tenth of a Series Exploring the Holy Land
  

The Empty Tomb

This month we celebrate an empty tomb. That empty tomb testifies that Jesus was and is who He said He
was and is – the Son of God, the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world! Christ the Lord is risen, He is risen
indeed!

But where is the empty tomb from which He rose? Skeptics argue that since there is no tomb identified for
Jesus, it cannot be confirmed that He left His tomb. They argue that the tomb of this itinerant and influential rabbi
simply has not been found and is lost to history so there is no way to confirm the claim.

But is that true? 
There are two tombs in Jerusalem advertised as possible sites for Jesus’ burial and resurrection. The

Church of the Holy Sepulcher (CHS) and the Garden Tomb. (Note: A “sepulcher” is a small room or monument,
cut in rock or built of stone, in which a dead person is laid or buried.) The CHS is the traditional site while the
latter is the popular site. Neither tradition nor popularity should be the arbiter of truth, however. So what Biblical
and archaeological facts can we ascertain about these sites? 

The Gospel writers agree about the details surrounding Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. Several verses
from Matthew and John highlight some of the more critical details:

Matthew 27:57-60: “As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it
be given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb
that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.”

John 19:38-42: “Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple
of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the
body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two
of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.

At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no
one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish
day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby,
they laid Jesus there.”

First, the Gospel writers agree that Jesus was
placed in a new, unused tomb. The general consensus
among conservative Biblical scholars is that Jesus
was crucified and resurrected in the year 33 A.D.
That means any tomb claiming to have been Christ’s
must date to the first century. Architecturally, first
century tombs in Palestine were a shaft design into
which the body was placed. They were found in
complexes radiating from a central chamber carved
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into a rock face. Investigations have revealed evidence of an old quarry that was used as a cemetery complex under
and around the CHS dating to the first century. In contrast, the architectural style of the Garden Tomb is a style
dating to the 8-7th Centuries B.C., also known as the First Temple Period (Solomonic Temple). The Garden Tomb
has a small chamber in which the body was placed on a recessed bench, quite different from the first century
shafts. 

Second, the Gospels tell us that Jesus’ tomb had an entrance that was closed by a large rolling stone. This
stone would have covered the entrance to the central chamber in the aforementioned style of first century tombs.
There is no evidence of that type of entrance at the Garden Tomb. The CHS’s Edicule (little house) that claims to
sit over Jesus’ tomb does not retain the original shafts or rolling stone because the original tomb had been carved
out and built over several times throughout its history. While we cannot see the original round stone that may have
covered this tomb, there are a few examples that exist
elsewhere. The picture provided is of a first century tomb
with a rolling stone entrance found during construction
widening the road from Mt. Carmel to Megiddo. It literally
sits there along the road, exposed for everyone to see!

Third, we know that crucifixions and cemeteries
were required to be outside city walls. The living and the
dead did not mingle for cultural and religious reasons. For
many years it was thought the CHS could not be on the
crucifixion and tomb sites because it was within the
Jerusalem city walls. However, the current Ottoman city
walls date to the 16th century A.D. Several investigations
in the last 100+ years have confirmed that the CHS is
about 50 meters beyond the first century city walls! I
highly recommend the below links to the National
Geographic articles for illustrations of the subterranean
topography and videos of the 2016 repairs and excavations at the CHS.  

The preponderance of the evidence and archaeological research, both old and new, affirm that the CHS sits
over a first century cemetery. Even if the CHS Edicule is not over Jesus’ actual tomb, the CHS footprint does
appear to cover the tomb and Calvary locations. Those seeking a first century tomb with a name plate designating
the site will likely be forever disappointed. Of course, most of the same skeptics have not traveled to the moon
either but they believe it is made of rock and not cheese. God gives us enough in His Word and the natural world
that we are without excuse (Romans 1). 

Despite the evidence,
there are still competing
opinions on these two sites.
Why does the Garden Tomb
persist in the popular
imagination as the site of Jesus’
resurrection? We have the
Reformed and Pietistic
overreaction to ritual, icons and
relics to thank for that, in part.
Many Protestants at the time of
the Reformation and since were
and are skeptical of Roman
Catholic claims, and found the
CHS crowds, bells and smells
odious. In contrast, the Garden
Tomb, identified in the late
1800s, was open, airy, fragrant
and spacious. It was a  much
more pleasant environment in
which to imagine Jesus bursting
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forth from the grave. But however much some might wish the Garden Tomb to be the site, the fact is that the CHS
is the correct location. The dirty, cramped environment serves as a reminder of what our Lord suffered to spare us
eternal damnation. God condescended to be among and with us for His glory and our good. Christ the Lord is risen,
He is risen indeed!
   

For further reading:
www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/12/was-this-jesus-tomb/ - This illustrative article uses 30 A.D. as the

year of Jesus’ death and resurrection. The general consensus among conservative Biblical scholars is that Jesus was
born between 6-4 B.C. and his death, burial and resurrection were in 33 A.D. 

www.bibleplaces.com/gardentomb/
www.bibleplaces.com/holysepulcher/
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock-cut_tomb
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Garden_Tomb
news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/10/jesus-tomb-opened-church-holy-sepulchre/
www.bibleplaces.com/tombofkings/
www.ritmeyer.com/product/image-library/illustrating-the-bible/the-gospels/tomb-with-rolling-stone/
conradschick.wordpress.com/archeology/gordons-golgotha/
   

– Jennifer Price
   

Special Jerusalem Presentation
   

Church member Jennifer Price, who traveled to the Holy Land to study the Biblical history and archaeology of that
region as a part of her graduate degree program, will share with us a special PowerPoint presentation on the sites in
Jerusalem associated with the ministry of Jesus, and especially with the events of Holy Week and Easter, at 10:30
a.m. on Sunday, April 28. This will be in lieu of the Adult Bible Class that day. 
   

Easter Choir
   
Choir rehearsals in preparation for Easter have begun. Singers of all voice parts are welcome. Practices will be
held in the organ alcove on Sunday mornings starting at 8:30 a.m. Rehearsals will take place on April 7, 14 and 21.

  

Library News
   

New Books in the Church Library...

FROM PASTOR AND CAROL WEBBER:
   

Faith That Sees Through the Culture by Alfonso Espinosa
It’s tempting to see paradoxes as either-or statements—one must be true and the other must be false. But the
paradoxes in the Word of God are different. They are both-and statements, at once seeming contradictory but both
being wholly and completely true. As Christians we live in this tension, believing that two sides of the same coin
can be true at the same time. We offer both an inclusive and an exclusive gospel. We are citizens of both church
and state. We live in the now and the not yet. We speak a Word that is both law and gospel. Faith That Sees
through the Culture provides lenses to evaluate and bring clarity to these paradoxes. These lenses, when focused,
aligned, and coordinated, open whole new vistas for faith to see more clearly and be lived out more effectively in
our culture. (Concordia)

FROM THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
   

The Lutheran Study Bible - Reformation Anniversary Edition by Concordia Publishing House
This Bible is the first in English to be developed from the ground-up with notes that are distinctively Lutheran,
prepared by Lutheran theologians and pastors from more than twenty Lutheran church bodies. Current Lutheran
scholarship, insights from the Church Fathers, and rich devotional commentary provides meaningful perspective
for both young and mature Christians. (Concordia)
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Apologetics Study Bible by Holman Bible Staff 
The Apologetics Study Bible helps today’s Christians better understand, defend, and proclaim their beliefs in this
age of increasing moral and spiritual relativism. More than one-hundred key questions and articles placed
throughout the volume about faith and science prompt a rewarding study experience at every reading. Highlights of
this thinking person’s edition of God’s Word include the full text of the popular HCSB translation, an introduction
to each Bible book focusing on its inherent elements of apologetics, and profiles of historic Christian apologists
from Justin Martyr to C.S. Lewis. (Amazon)
   

NKJV Word Study Bible: 1,700 Key Words that Unlock the Meaning  by Thomas Nelson 
The NKJV Word Study Bible includes in-text subheadings and 1,700 easy-to-use word studies with select Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek words explained in every chapter from Genesis to Revelation, helping you dig deeper into your
Bible study. By looking into these ancient texts, we are able to read scripture as it was originally written and
passed on from generation to generation, bringing these words to life and allowing you to almost hear Jesus
teaching on the hillside or crying out to God (Nelson)
   

NKJV Evidence Bible by Ray Comfort  
The NKJV Evidence Bible is the official Bible of The Way of the Master TV show and ministry. The
ground–breaking Evidence Bible that has been used by countless numbers of Christians on the front lines of
evangelism is now available (Amazon)
   

  

Ladies Guild News
   

Please note that the Ladies Guild has changed its April meeting date from Sunday, April 21, to Sunday,
April 14, to avoid a conflict with the Easter celebrations.

Volunteers are still needed to bring soup for the soup supper on Wednesday, April 10. Just double your
favorite soup recipe and drop off the hot soup container by 6:00 p.m. that evening. The Ladies Guild will handle
the serving and clean up. Also, the Ladies Guild is collecting funds to purchase live Easter lilies to beautify the
altar for the Easter Sunday service on April 21. Any plants that you purchase will be yours to take home
immediately following the service. And yet another sign up sheet will appear in the Fellowship Hall: the annual
Easter brunch will be held following the Divine Service for Easter. The Ladies Guild will provide the ham and
beverages. Members are invited, but not required, to bring a side dish or dessert. Please sign up if you plan to
attend so the Ladies Guild can arrange enough table settings. Also please bring a hearty appetite and a friend or
relative to help celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord!

During Holy Week the Ladies Guild would appreciate some assistance decorating the sanctuary. After the
Maundy Thursday Divine Service we need help moving the large wooden free standing cross into the sanctuary
and setting up the altar for the the Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers. Then on the morning of Saturday, April 20,
volunteers are needed to decorate the Sanctuary for the Easter Divine
Service, set up the Fellowship Hall for the brunch, hide Easter eggs
for the hunt, and tidy up the church.

Finally, the Ladies Guild would like to extend a note of
appreciation for the overwhelming response of the Redeemer
congregation to our annual Diaper Drive. Throughout February and
March numerous boxes of diapers were collected to re-stock the
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center storeroom.  Many thanks to our
Alpha Ambassador, Jennifer Price, who engineered the Diaper Drive
and delivered the boxes to the Center. Alpha Director Kay Retberg
expressed the Center’s gratitude for our congregation's donations
throughout the year as the diaper supply was almost depleted when
Jennifer stopped by to deliver more diaper boxes. Kay's presentation
on Sunday, March 24, brought an increased awareness of Alpha’s purpose of bringing the message of forgiveness
and salvation in Jesus Christ to all their clients.  The Alpha Center is always looking for volunteers to help with
this mission. An Alpha volunteer manual is located on the Alpha collection table in the Fellowship Hall if you are
interested in learning about volunteering.
   

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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Are You “Good Enough” to Get into America?  . . . What about Heaven?

One hundred twenty-seven years ago, the
United States saw the opening of a new Immigration
Station, on Ellis Island, in New York Harbor. During
its 62-year history, 12 million people passed through
its doors, making Ellis Island the most famous entry
point to America. Ninety-eight percent of the people
who came through Ellis Island were deemed good
enough to be allowed in…if their papers were in
order and they showed no signs of contagious
diseases, exhibited no physical or mental impairment,
didn’t have a criminal record, or were not anarchists.

It may have been somewhat easy to get into
America…but what about heaven? How good do you have to be in order to get into heaven? The truth: The only
way that anyone can be good enough to get into heaven is to be perfectly good. Jesus says, “Be perfect, as your
Father in heaven is perfect.” (Mt.5:48)

This presents a very real and disturbing problem because every human being has inherited sin from
Adam’s disobedience, which means we are all guilty of sin – in thought, word, and deed – and, by nature, are
automatically disqualified from heaven. On our own, we have no hope of ever being allowed into heaven, because
its impossible for us to be perfectly good!

But rather than being done with the human race (which had destroyed the perfection of His creation,
through sin), God came up with the perfect solution. He would send His Son into the world to be the Second
Adam…the One who would do everything right! God, in Jesus, became a man, because no other man, from Adam
on down, could keep God’s law perfectly! Only Jesus kept the Commandments without a single discouraging word,
without one misdeed, and without one unholy thought!

After living perfectly as our brother and as our Substitute, He willingly allowed His innocent life to be
sacrificed on Calvary’s cross, as the blood-payment for the entire world’s sins…every single one…past, present,
and future. Jesus died, but He would soon pry open the jaws of death and rise again alive! And, with His
resurrection victory, came the total defeat of sin, death, and even the devil, himself! As Peter declared,
“Christ…suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to
death in flesh but was made alive in spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

In His amazing love, Jesus gifted to us His own righteousness – His perfection – the very thing needed for
all who believe in Him, to live forever in His heaven! “In Christ," Paul tells us, “you are all children of God
through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27). By
ourselves, we are not good enough to get into heaven… but by our faith in Christ, we’ve been clothed with His
perfection…making heaven our eternal home!

– from the ELS Board for Home Outreach

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Divine Service: April 14, 9 a.m. + Maundy Thursday Divine Service: April 18, 7 p.m.
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers: April 19, 7 p.m. + Easter Sunday Divine Service: April 21, 9 a.m.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
April 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

Soup Supper
6-6:30pm;
Vespers 7pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

Catechism
class 4pm

7 Lent 5 8 9 10 11 12 13

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School &
Congregational Forum
10:30am

Voters
meeting
7pm at the
church

Soup Supper
6-6:30pm;
Vespers 7pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

Catechism
class 4pm

14 Palm Sunday 15 16 17 18 Maundy Thursday 19 Good Friday 20

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Ladies
Guild after the service; 
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Divine Service 7pm
(Internet Study
Group canceled)

Tenebrae
Vespers 7pm

Church
decorating and
brunch set-up
9am
(Catechism
class
canceled)

21 Easter 22 23 24 25 26 27

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Brunch
10:30am (Sunday
School & Adult Class
canceled)

Internet Study Group
7pm

Catechism
class 4pm

28 Easter 2 29 30

Service of the Word
with spoken
Communion 9am;
Sunday School &
Jerusalem Presentation
by Jennifer Price
10:30am

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
usually on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service of the Word,
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services. 
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

 

   

  
  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.
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