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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Within the past couple
weeks, two separate individuals
have consulted with me
regarding paranormal
experiences and haunting
phenomena that they are
experiencing in their houses.
People have also approached me
in the past about such things.
And I sense that pastors in
general are dealing with these
sorts of problems more often
than in the past. This may be
because the pastors of our time
are more sensitive to the realities
of the supernatural world than
the pastors of a previous
generation were. But it may also
be because there is an up-tick in these phenomena, corresponding to the wholesale de-Christianization of our
society, and the corresponding growth in interest in Spiritism and in non-Christian “spiritualities” in the western
world.

As Lutherans, we, however, should never have become inured to the existence of a very real supernatural
realm inhabited by very real demons. For generations, we have been singing these sober and sobering words in one
of our favorite chorales:

The old evil Foe Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; On Earth is not his equal.

And a little further on in that hymn, we sing this:
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us. 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpower us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none, He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.

“A Mighty Fortress Is our God” does indeed teach us, not only that there are malevolent spirits who are always
trying to harm us in body and soul; but also that there is a divine Lord and Savior for mankind who, by the power
of his Word, protects us from their schemes, overturns their efforts, and prevails over them in victory for the sake of
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his church.
But Jesus, that victorious Redeemer, has allies and servants in this fight. The myriad of holy angels who

serve him, by helping and protecting us according to his will, are also very real. Their existence, and their important
role in our lives, are reflected in the concluding lines in both the morning prayer and the evening prayer that the
Small Catechism recommends for us to say and the beginning and end of each day: “Let Your holy angel be with
me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.” There is a direct and deliberate connection
between these prayer petitions and what Jesus says in Matthew 18:10:

“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see
the face of my Father who is in heaven.” (ESV).

Yet it’s not just the little ones who need, and can count on, angelic protection. We read this in the Book of Daniel,
concerning the archangel Michael, and the church of God at the time of the end of the world:

At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time
of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall
be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. (Daniel 12:1, ESV)

We who know Christ by faith as our justifier and as the forgiver of our sins, also know that our names truly are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. And therefore we can be confident that God’s angels have indeed been sent to
us, to protect us in times of turmoil and danger.

On Sunday, September 29, we will observe the feast of St. Michael and All Angels. This festival is not a
quaint observance from an age of ignorance and superstition. It is, rather, a time for us to be instructed in the
Bible’s teaching regarding the supernatural world that surrounds us, which is inhabited both by beings of darkness
who wish us harm, and by beings of light who keep us safe both physically and spiritually, as God directs and
commands them. And it will be a day for us to praise and thank God for the angels whom he sends to take care of
us, in mysterious and hidden ways that we can often only imagine, but that are very real and very important. 
  
– Pastor Webber
  
  

Sunday School Update

Fall Sunday School begins on September 1. The
theme for the quarter is “God Provides Judges and a
King.” Lessons span the Old Testament period from the
entry of the Israelites into the Promised Land through the
reign of David. The Early Childhood class will meet in
Classroom 2. A new “Middle School” level curriculum is
being introduced for our older students, who will usually
meet in Classroom 1. On Ladies Guild meeting days, this
class will relocate to the Youth Room. We welcome new
teacher volunteers or helpers. Please speak with Carol
Webber for more information. We continue to use a
teacher rotation system, so that individuals need not
commit to teaching every week. 

Teachers are encouraged to make use of the
“Seeds of Faith” Bible studies for lesson preparation,
which are available on the CPH website in either printed
form for reading, or as downloadable podcasts for
listening: seedsoffaith.cph.org/category/old-testament-3  

Families may wish to bookmark the Everyday Faith Family Pages for the quarter. Each “family
faith” page provides additional content parents can use in home devotions or family discussions (a prayer,
law/gospel summaries, Bible memory verse, lesson overview, and fun facts):
sites.cph.org/sundayschool/downloads/OT3_All%20Everyday%20Faith%20Family%20Pages.pdf
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Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY...
   
DVD: My Son My Savior 55 min.
My Son, My Savior, a powerful portrayal of the life of Jesus as seen through the eyes of his mother, Mary. My Son,
My Savior imagines Mary’s childhood, growing up in a strict Jewish household, celebrating the annual feasts such
as Passover and hearing the prophecies about a coming Messiah who would redeem Israel.
   
Baptized Into God’s Family: The Doctrine of Infant Baptism for Today by A. Andrew Das
Whether you’re a parent contemplating Baptism for your child or just curious as to what the Bible teaches, this
book examines and answers many questions like these regarding the practice of Baptism. From immersion to
repentance, all topics are covered in this thorough examination of an age-old Christian tradition.
   
Donated by Donna Lee:
   
Forget Not All His Benefits: Sermons and Messages Marking Historic Events in the Life
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 1970-2002  The Reverend George M. Orvick
Sermons and addresses written by the Rev. George Orvick while serving as a pastor of Holy
Cross Lutheran Church in Madison, Wisconsin, and while serving as president of the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. (1970-1976, 1980-2002)
   
Books from the Vera Heminger Collection:
The Verbally Abusive Relationship: How to Recognize It and How to Respond by Patricia
Evans  
 This volume describes the destructive effects of verbal abuse, tells how to evaluate one’s own relationship, and
gives advice on responding to and recovering from this form of psychological abuse (Amazon)
   
How to Rise Above Abuse: Victory for Victims of Five Types of Abuse  by June Hunt  
In How to Rise Above Abuse, June Hunt offers compassionate, practical guidance for the tough issues of verbal and
emotional abuse, spouse abuse, childhood sexual abuse, rape recovery, victimization, and spiritual abuse. (Amazon)
   
God’s Word Alone–The Authority of Scripture: What the Reformers Taught by Matthew Barrett 
In God’s Word Alone–The Authority of Scripture, scholar and pastor Matthew Barrett looks at the historical and
biblical roots of the doctrine that Scripture alone is the final and decisive authority for God’s people. He examines
the development of this theme in the Reformation and traces the crisis that followed, resulting in a shift away from
the authority of Scripture. Barrett shows that we need to recover a robust doctrine of Scripture’s authority in the
face of today’s challenges, and why a solid doctrinal foundation built on God’s Word is the best hope for the future
of the church. (Amazon)
   
– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
   
   

New Members Interview
   
Conducted by Jennifer Price
   
Jennifer: This month I am pleased to welcome and interview the McIver family to Redeemer Lutheran! Mike
and Susan are proud parents to Camille, Hayden, Matthias and Emma. We’ve been happy to have them in
the Divine Service and Sunday school in recent months. 
Jennifer: Mike & Susan, I understand you are native Arizonans. Where in the state did you grow up?
Mike: Kingman, Arizona, until 6th grade then to Phoenix. Susan: Phoenix, Arizona.
Jennifer: In what Lutheran synod were you raised and when were you confirmed?
Mike: I wasn’t. I went to a Methodist Church as a kid and Catholic schools for much of my childhood. [confirmed
as a Lutheran as an adult]. Susan: WELS.
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Jennifer: What brought you to Redeemer?
Mike: Traditional service and very good sermons.  Pastor Webber is willing to talk and very knowledgeable. Susan:
The Hymnal.
Jennifer: What do you enjoy the most about Redeemer?
Mike: Traditional Service and the welcoming members. Susan: The service and fellowship.
Jennifer: What are your favorite hymns? 
Mike: Rock of Ages, A Mighty Fortress. Susan: Jerusalem the Golden, My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less.
Jennifer: Where do you live in the Valley?
Mike: Interstate 17 and Carefree Highway area. Desert Hills.
Jennifer: What do you both do?
Mike: Systems Engineer for High Tech
Manufacturing company. Susan: School
Nurse.
Jennifer: Do you have any shared or
individual hobbies?
Mike: Camping, Fishing, Rebuilding old
tractors, Animated Christmas Lights.
Susan: Fishing, kayaking, love being
outside.
Jennifer: Well Mike, your email
moniker now makes sense! Do you
rebuild tractors to use farming or
resell?
Mike: I rebuild tractors for fun/hobby.
Jennifer: Since you both like fishing,
where are your favorite places to go
fishing? 
Susan: We go to Kaibab Lake near
Williams every summer, camping, and
of course fish too. Emma and I had a
blast today fishing on Oak Creek.
Jennifer: Raising four children must
have produced a lot of wonderful
family memories! Do you have any
particularly treasured ones?
Mike: Two years ago we took all four of
them to Disneyland as young adults. Best trip ever with kids to Disneyland! Susan: One summer we were able to go
to Coronado Island for a few days and to our favorite lake in Idaho for a week, Priest Lake.
Jennifer: Which of your children are joining us on Sundays?
Mike: Emma, sometimes Camille, and Matt when he isn’t in Alaska at school. Susan: Hayden lives in Chandler and
comes when there is an occasion.
Jennifer: Thank you all for taking time to be a part of this month’s newsletter. We are so grateful for your
presence and look forward to getting to know you all better!

Thursday Internet Study Group to Begin New Topic

The Internet Study Group, which meets online at 7 p.m. each Thursday with the use of the Skype conferencing
program, will begin a study of Samuel, the Old Testament judge and prophet, on September 19. If you are not
already a participant, now would be a good time to join the study group! Encyclopedia.com offers this summary of
Samuel’s interesting life and historically important ministry: 

Samuel was the son of Elkanah and Hannah, and he was born at Ramathaim-zophim in the hill
country of Ephraim. Brought to the Temple at Shiloh as a young child to serve God in fulfillment of a vow
made by his mother, he succeeded Eli as the high priest and judge of Israel. Because the Philistines had
destroyed Shiloh, Israel's religious center, Samuel returned to Ramah, making it the center of his activity.
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Samuel made annual circuits through the cities of Bethel,
Gilgal, and Mizpah, judging the people, exhorting them to stop
worshiping idols, and using his influence to hold the tribes
together. He seemed able to penetrate the future, and the people
looked upon him as a prophet.

Israel at this time was subjected to Philistine domination,
constant threats from the Ammonites, and disunion among its
own tribes. The people lacked respect for Samuel’s corrupt sons,
Joel and Abijah, whom he appointed to judge Israel in his stead.
The elders urged Samuel to seek a forceful national leader to
become king. Samuel acceded and chose Saul, son of Kish of the
tribe of Benjamin, and he took an active role in Saul’s coronation.

Samuel later broke with Saul because Saul twice
disobeyed him. Samuel then proclaimed that Saul was rejected as
king of Israel and that his dynasty would not continue on the
throne. The prophet transferred his support to David, selecting
him and secretly anointing him king of Israel. Samuel’s last days
are obscured by the conflict between Saul and David. The Bible
makes a brief reference to his death and to his burial at Ramah.

Samuel, though counted among the greatest of the judges, like Moses, is also numbered among the
prophets. He was not a warrior but, like Moses, was a hero who rallied the spirit of his people in the midst
of oppression, keeping alive their hope and faith.

No Other Foundation

This world is filled with shiny things. Things that are designed to catch our eye and demand our attention.
All it takes is  a quick look around your daily life to realize that these things work. Commercials, endcap displays,
billboards, and pop-up ads don’t ask to be looked at– their ability to capture our eyeballs is well documented and is
utilized by companies everywhere.

The message we get over and over
again is that this shiny thing in front of us
will fill us up, will make us content. You
are so close to a breakthrough in your life
where you have all you want– you just
need a little bit more. But we know from
experience that more is never enough
those shiny things quickly lose their luster. 

The Apostle Paul warned the
church in Corinth about this exact thing.
He was writing about the foundation of
our life. We are so tempted to try and build
a life that is based on the shiny things, like
“Gold, silver, and costly stones.” But these
things will fail us. They will always leave
us with that feeling that we need just a
little bit more. 

Paul suggests another foundation– the only foundation that lasts, the only one that truly works. If we need
something on which to build our life, Jesus is the only answer. As he traveled from city to city preaching and
teaching, this is the foundation Paul laid. 1 Corinthians 3:11 says, “In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than
the one that has been laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

The wonderful thing about building your life on Jesus Christ is the confidence and security that comes from
knowing that He cannot fail you. When Jesus came, He did so to fight your battles, to struggle against all the
challenges and temptations that you face daily. He did so to take your place; to stand before God as someone who is
righteous, as someone who is holy and yet to take your punishment and your blame. Jesus fought against sin, death,
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and the devil on your behalf and came out victorious. And what is even more comforting is that He didn’t stop
serving you there. He promises to come to you through Word and Sacrament to deliver to you that forgiveness, that
victory that He won. He promises to work through these things to strengthen you in your faith and to build upon
that foundation as you grow in faith and knowledge of Him.

When our life is built on Christ, there is nothing that can shake us. The world will change around us, our
lives and circumstances will shift like sand, but our foundation will always remain secure. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. His luster will never fade. Instead, His true glory, the glory that is His as our God
and Lord will be fully revealed on that day when we are welcomed into His Kingdom. That is a foundation we can
count on.    

– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
  
  

Ladies Guild News

At its most recent meeting on
August 18, the Redeemer Ladies Guild
approved a motion to fund $2,012 for 50
books for the seminary students and pastors
of the Lutheran Diocese of Nyamira in
Kenya, with which our Evangelical
Lutheran Synod is developing a
relationship. Another motion was then
approved to donate $1,000 toward the
operating expenses of the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Nyamira, in which
our Pastor Webber serves as an instructor
(through the Internet). With these actions
the Ladies Guild is fulfilling the number one
objective of its Constitution: To Support
and further Missions.

Throughout the years the Ladies
Guild has brought to the congregation’s
attention many worthy causes that support
our Missions. Some recent campaigns have included raising $1,500 to buy a motor scooter for an Indian church
workers, and also to help supply more protein in the diets of the children who live in the orphanages run by our
synod’s sister church in India, the Lutheran Mission of Salvation. In 2016 the Ladies Guild donated enough funds
to purchase 100 hymnals for Indian congregations, so they can sing praises to our Lord. Every year the Ladies
Guild sends to the ELS Women's Mission Society a donation for the orphans in India, to help fund the education,
clothing, food and housing for the 300 orphans in 24 orphanages who are cared for by  our sister church there.

In past years the Ladies Guild has sent donations to the Gift of Life organization in Ukraine, which operates
mobile medical and dental clinics and pro-life counseling centers. Now that western Ukraine is becoming densely
populated with refugees from the conflict with Russia and Russia-supported partisans in the eastern region of the
country, the services supplied by Gift of Life are increasingly in demand.

Much of the funding for CrossStitch, the ELS Women’s Mission Society (of which the Redeemer Ladies
Guild is a member), is raised by annual rallies hosted by congregations in each circuit. The Redeemer Ladies Guild
has hosted three of these rallies: in 2008, in 2012, and most recently in 2016. All funds donated during a free will
collection are forwarded to the Synod, earmarked for mission use.

Donating to Redeemer Ladies Guild will help assure a continued presence of our Missions throughout the
world and at home. If you would like to make a donation, simply write your check payable to “Redeemer Lutheran
Church,” and enter “Ladies Guild” on the memo line.

Next month we will learn about the #2 Objective of the Redeemer Ladies Guild. Thank you for all the
support that the members and friends of Redeemer have given to the Ladies Guild through the years!

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
September 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Pentecost 12 2 3 4 5 6 7

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Elders meeting
7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

8 Pentecost 13 9 10 11 12 13 14

Service of the Word w/
spoken communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Pastor Webber at
Bethany Lutheran
College in Mankato,
MN, to give a talk 
on his personal
“spiritual journey”

Pastor Webber
in Mankato, MN,
for ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in Mankato, MN,
for ELS Doctrine
Committee
meeting

Pastor Webber
in Eagan, MN,
for ELS
Visitors
Conference

(Internet 
Study Group
canceled)

Pastor Webber
in Eagan, MN,
for ELS
Visitors
Conference

15 Pentecost 14 16 17 18 19 20 21

Divine Service 9am; Ladies
Guild meeting after the
service; Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am

Church Council
meeting 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm,
beginning a
study of the life
of Samuel the
Judge and
Prophet

22 Pentecost 15 23 24 25 26 27 28

Service of the Word w/
spoken communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

29 St. Michael 30

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


