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From the Pastor’s Desk

Within the past month, the Christian community in our country has been rocked by two scandals that
have much in common with each other. The first involves Bill Hybels, the founding pastor of Willow Creek
Community Church in South Barrington, Illinois. Willow Creek became one of the largest and most
influential mega-churches in our country, and a source of much of the pragmatic “church growth” ideology
that has infected many segments of American Evangelicalism and even the thinking of some well-intentioned
but naive Lutherans. It has now been revealed that for many years Hybels was sexually harassing female
members and employees at Willow Creek, and in at least one case pressured a female staffer to engage in an
immoral act. Evidence over the years that such behavior might have been going on was not followed up on
adequately by the lay leadership of the church. And Hybels’ victims did not feel that there was anyone to
whom they could report the senior pastor’s behavior, since all of the second-tier leaders of the church seemed
to be beholden and loyal to him. No one in the organization was perceived as a “watchdog.” Hybels sat at the
top of the power pyramid, with no effective accountability to others. Only now, with a cascade of accusations
by his victims – who finally found the collective courage to speak out – was he finally forced to resign. And
the lay elders of the congregation, who now admit that they had not handled these matters properly, have also
all resigned. An August 5 New York Times article by Laurie Goodstein, reporting on the Willow Creek
scandal, made this key observation: “Mr. Hybels built a church independent of any denomination. In such
churches, there is no larger hierarchy to set policies and keep the pastor accountable. Boards of elders are
usually volunteers recommended, and often approved, by the pastor.”

The second scandal in the news of late is connected to the release of a grand jury report on the policies
and practices of the various dioceses of the Roman Catholic Church in Pennsylvania over the past several
decades, with respect to clergy sexual misconduct, and how perpetrators and victims were treated by bishops
and other diocesan leaders. Catholics and non-Catholics alike are outraged to see the evidence of cover-up
after cover-up that the report presents. While the priests who perpetrated the sexual abuse are no longer
serving in the ministry, some of the hierarchs who participated in covering up their behavior are still in office.
The laity and priests who are outraged by all this are, however, powerless to compel such bishops to resign.
The institutional controls in the Catholic Church flow only from the top to the bottom. Only the pope can
remove a bishop from office. Parish clergy who abuse their office, and their parishioners, are not accountable
to the laity of the church, but only to their bishop. Bishops who cover up such abuse are not accountable to
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the laity and to the decent parish clergy, but only to the pope.
The sinful nature still clings to Christians – clergy included – so that there will inevitably be failings

among those who are called to positions of spiritual leadership in the church. It is therefore important for the
church to have mechanisms of monitoring and accountability in place, to catch these things before major harm
is done. It is also beneficial to have mechanisms available by which an accusation can be evaluated to
determine whether it is valid or not – because just as pastors are capable of failing to obey the commandment
“You shall not commit adultery,” laity are capable of failing to obey the commandment “You shall not bear
false witness.” St. Paul tells us in 1 Timothy 5:19, “Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the
evidence of two or three witnesses.” But if there is factual evidence of clergy wrongdoing, then a charge
against a pastor or elder should indeed be admitted and seriously investigated.

I don’t think the idea of a “non-denominational” church should really be seen as an appealing thing
– as the Hybelsian “church growth” movement would suggest. In too many cases, “non-denominational” really
means uncredentialed, unaccountable, and unmonitored. But if a denominational structure is exclusively
hierarchical, without a balance of power from the bottom up as well as from the top down, the situation can
be almost just as bad. This is why
most Lutheran synods in America
are organized in such a way as to
facilitate mutual and shared
accountability. Parish pastors and
congregations are accountable to the
synodical leadership. But the
synodical leadership is accountable
to the pastors and congregations
collectively, who elect them to their
office. Our church body even has a
process spelled out in our synodical
guidelines for how to remove a
synodical president from office mid-
term, if he is judged to be guilty of
some serious infraction or breach of
trust, yet refuses to resign. And at
the local level, within a
congregation, there is a board of
elders comprised of spiritually
mature men who understand the mission and purpose of the church, and who are committed to its doctrine.
They not only assist the pastor in his spiritual care of the congregation, but they also monitor his ministry and
his actions. If a pastor may need some special encouragement, or some admonition, they are there to offer it.
They represent the congregation through whose call the pastor serves, and to which he is therefore accountable
in his service. And if problems develop that are beyond what the local leadership can resolve, the circuit
visitor or the alternate circuit visitor – who represent the synodical president’s supervisory authority – can be
invited in to mediate, to investigate, or to offer counsel and advice.

The kind of scandals that our distraught friends in the Willow Creek Community Church and its circle
of influence are enduring, and the kind of scandals that our distraught friends in the Catholic Church in
Pennsylvania – and in other states – are likewise enduring, truly are shameful, embarrassing, and deeply to
be regretted. Vulnerable people who had the right to expect Christlike pastoral care from their spiritual
leaders, were exploited and abused by them instead. Their faith has been severely harmed if not destroyed
through such betrayals. May these victims be able to find honorable, faithful, and accountable Christian
pastors who will be true representatives of Christ to them; and who will bring to them, through their ministry
of Word and Sacrament, the healing, peace, and reconciliation that they so desperately need. May the victims’
faith in the reality of God’s true spiritual church and community of redemption be restored, as they come to
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see – regarding the wolves in sheep’s clothing who had misused them – that “They went out from us, but they
were not of us” (1 John 2:19).

Also, in view of the real and present danger to the church and its members that is always posed by the
attacks of the world, the flesh, and the devil; and in view of our obligation always to protect our fellow
Christians from spiritual and bodily harm, may we at the local and synodical level remain committed to
heeding and fulfilling our Lord’s directive: “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves,
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men...” (Matthew 10:16-17). Indeed, Jesus alone is
the true and ultimate Lord of his church. His Word and his authority govern and rule. But also, his absolution
forgives and restores, and his promises fill us with hope for a better future – in this world and the next.

– Pastor Webber

Journey with Jennifer
Third of a Series Exploring the Holy Land

In my first column for
this series I said that
archaeology often requires
imagination to see the Biblical
world. Occasionally however,
one encounters an “in situ”
find that functions as a time
machine whisking you back
m i l l e n n i a .  O n e  s u c h
archaeological jewel is the
“Broad Wall” – a boring name
that belies its significance.

But before we talk
about the Broad Wall we have
to understand Jerusalem’s
topography and what the Broad
Wall is not. The city limits of
Old Testament Jerusalem
(2000-400 B.C.) sit atop two
hills: 1) the eastern hill, most
commonly known as Mount
Moriah, which is the location of the Temple Mount and the City of David (Iron age ruins on the southern tip
of the mount appear to have housed Israelite government and royalty.); and 2) the western hill, also known
as Mount Zion. The two hills are separated by three valleys: Kidron, Hinnom and Central (a.k.a. Tyropoeon).

Presently, the area of Jerusalem within the current wall has five distinct areas: the Temple Mount, and
the Jewish, Armenian, Christian, and Muslim Quarters. However, the city walls you see today were not built
during the Old Testament or New Testament periods. Sorry to disappoint, but when you see breath-taking
photos of the old city today, those walls date to the reign of the Ottoman Turk, Suleiman the Magnificent
(1520-1566 A.D.).

The Broad Wall is not part of the Ottoman walls, which is what makes it so special! It was found as
a result of reconstruction work after the 1967 War. The section unearthed is located on the western side of
the ancient city limits in the Central (Tyropoeon) Valley of Jerusalem which separates Mount Moriah and
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Mount Zion. Archaeologists have
determined the original height was
around 8 meters.  This is unsurprising
since it was intended to fill in a section
of a valley. Stones visible at the base of
the wall are former homes that were
destroyed during the construction of the
wall and contain pottery and other
remains for dating the wall.

But why was the wall built?
Jerusalem has natural defenses on three
of its four sides; the east, south and west
have steep mountainsides. The north
side, however, is on the apex of an
elevated plain, and is much more easily
attacked.  While the Assyrian army
invaded and scattered the northern kingdom of Israel between 722 -701 B.C., King Hezekiah of Judah
enhanced and expanded the city walls of Jerusalem. We read in 2 Chronicles 32:1-8:

After these things and these acts of faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah
and encamped against the fortified cities, thinking to win them for himself. And when Hezekiah saw
that Sennacherib had come and intended to fight against Jerusalem, he planned with his officers and
his mighty men to stop the water of the springs that were outside the city; and they helped him. A great
many people were gathered, and they stopped all the springs and the brook that flowed through the
land, saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find much water?” He set to work resolutely
and built up all the wall that was broken down and raised towers upon it, and outside it he built
another wall, and he strengthened the Millo in the city of David. He also made weapons and shields
in abundance. And he set combat commanders over the people and gathered them together to him in
the square at the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with

him, for there are more with us than with him.
With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the
Lord our God, to help us and to fight our
battles.” And the people took confidence from the
words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

2 Chronicles 32 and 2 Kings 19 go on to record
how the Lord struck down Sennacherib’s army as
prophesied by Isaiah. Consistent with Middle
Eastern practices, Sennacherib does not record his
defeat at Jerusalem as this would be humiliating
and ignoble for a king. An Assyrian limestone
stele found in the royal palace of Nineveh
describes his account of the episode:

“And as to Hezekiah, the Judaean, who
had not submitted to my yoke, 46 of his
strongholds, fortified cities, and smaller
cities of their environs without number,
with the onset of battering rams and the
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attack of engines, mines, breaches, and axes [?], I [Sennacherib] besieged, I captured. 200,150
people, small and great, male and female, horses, mules, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep without
number I brought out of their midst and counted as booty. He himself I shut up like a caged bird in
Jerusalem, his capital city; I erected beleaguering works against him, and turned back by command
every one who came out of his city gate.”

Sennacherib returned home to Assyria to be assassinated by his own sons, whereas God preserved
Jerusalem and Hezekiah. Just over 100 years later, however, the Babylonians would come and destroy
Jerusalem, including Hezekiah’s wall (587 B.C.). When the Babylonian captivity ended in 538 B.C.,
Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem and led a restoration of the city as far as the “broad wall” (Neh. 3). It is
believed this is the same wall Hezekiah had constructed, and therefore the section uncovered in 1970 is called
the “broad wall” by virtue of Nehemiah’s description. In subsequent years Nehemiah’s walls were destroyed,
and even Herod the Great’s walls were no match for the Romans when they destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.

Despite Hezekiah’s impressive building campaign, it was not enough, on its own, to protect the city
from the Assyrian army. Jerusalem still required the Lord’s miraculous intervention to save them. Unlike his
successors in the onslaught of the Babylonian invasion, Hezekiah sought the Lord’s help on his and the
people’s behalf. He heeded the Prophet Isaiah, unlike what happened in another time and place and under
another king, when the Prophet Jeremiah was mocked and imprisoned for reminding Jerusalem what God did
at Shiloh. Hezekiah probably knew Psalm 20, a psalm of his ancestor David written around 1000 B.C.
Hezekiah echoes that psalm when he encouraged the people of Jerusalem to “Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, for there are more with
us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our
battles” (2 Chronicles 32:7-8). May we do likewise, and heed David’s exhortation not to put our trust in
chariots or horses, but in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and God. Amen! 

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! May
he send you help from the sanctuary and give you support from Zion! May he remember all your
offerings and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! May he grant you your heart's desire and fulfill
all your plans! May we shout for joy over your salvation, and in the name of our God set up our
banners! May the Lord fulfill all your petitions! Now I know that the Lord saves his anointed; he will
answer him from his holy heaven with the saving might of his right hand. Some trust in chariots and
some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. They collapse and fall, but we rise and
stand upright. O Lord, save the king! May he answer us when we call. (Psalm 20:1-9)

For more reading/reference:
• www.bibleplaces.com/jewishquarter
• www.ancient.eu/sennacherib
• www.haaretz.com/israel-news/travel/.premium-the-jerusalem-wall-and-assyrians-1.5239309
• issuesetc.org/2018/08/20/2322-introducing-the-books-of-the-bible-isaiah-pr-bryan-wolfmueller-8-20-18 
• Beitzel, Barry J., The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands, Moody Press, Chicago, 1984

– Jennifer Price

Friday Morning Bible Study 

It was previously announced that the Friday morning Bible study would resume on September 7, but for
several reasons this plan has now been changed. The Friday morning Bible Study will remain on hiatus until
October 12. On that date (God willing) we will resume our study of the Psalms, picking up with Psalm 119.
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New Books in the Church Library 
   

How We Got the Bible by Neil R. Lightfoot
Answers questions like: How did the books of the Bible originate? How have the books been
preserved and transmitted to us? Why are there so many translations of the Bible? (Baker)

The New Age is Lying to You by Eldon K. Winkler
Discusses and explains in understandable language the roots of the New Age Movement, focusing on
its influences on the education, entertainment, business, science, health care, environmental and
political arenas. The book biblically refutes the lies of the New Age, and provides a Christian response
to the movement. (Concordia)

Sarah’s Story by Lillian Cantleberry
A fictional account of the story of Sarah, wife of Abraham in the Bible. (Concordia)

What an Altar Guild Should Know by Paul H. D. Lang
This handbook was written to give information, guidance, and inspiration to altar guild members, and
to help new members learn the basic requirements. For all members of the guild, new and old, as well
as for pastors, it is a handbook for ready reference and guidance. A reprint of a classic Lutheran
resource. (Emmanuel Press)

Ladies Guild News
   

We are still asking for special donations toward the “Scooters for India” fund. Apart from the $1000
matching gift from an anonymous donor, to encourage us in our generosity, $100 has come in so far.

In addition to this, Cross-Stitch (the Network of ELS Women's Mission Societies) has challenged our
congregations again with another special need. The cost of caring for each orphan child in India is $15 per
month. Their meal menus consist of 1 piece of chicken and 1 egg per week, with lots of rice and vegetable
curry. The Indian government does not think this diet has enough protein for growing children and has
threatened to close down our orphan homes if we do not provide more protein! Providing 'fuel for faith' is
most important to these children, but we must also provide 'fuel for their bodies.'

Most of the orphan homes operated by our sister church in India have been serving children since
1996. Over the past 22 years, many children have completed their high school education, have graduated, and
have moved out of the orphanage. But as children of God they come back to worship at the church that had
provided for their spiritual and bodily needs.

If you would like to help provide for the Orphans of India, you can donate to Redeemer Lutheran
Church, writing 'Ladies Guild - Orphans of India' on the memo line of your check or on the envelop in which
you place a donation. Also, you can donate directly to Cross-stitch at 6 Browns Court, Mankato, MN 56001. 
Note 'Orphans of India' on the memo line.  Please email Carole Clingan at cfc85213@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
   

– Carole Clingan
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SCOTTSDALE

SEPTEMBER  2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Pentecost 15 7 PM – Internet Study Morning Bible Study 

9 AM – Divine Service    Group   still on hiatus,

10:30 AM – Sunday School   until October 12.

  & Adult Bible Class

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Pentecost 16 7 PM – Church Council

  meeting at the   for ELS Visitors meeting.

10:30 AM – Sunday School   Church.

  & Adult Bible Class Internet Study

  Group canceled.

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Pentecost 17 7 PM – Internet Study

9 AM – Divine Service    Group

Ladies Guild meeting 

10:30 AM – Sunday School

  & Adult Bible Class

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Pentecost 18 7 PM – Internet Study

   Group

10:30 AM – Sunday School

  & Adult Bible Class

30
Pentecost 19 Scottsdale, AZ 85266
9 AM – Divine Service    major festivals.
10:30 AM – Sunday School Phone: 480-585-7002
  & Adult Bible Class   or: 480-621-7394

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.

Pr. Webber in Egan, MN Pr. Webber in  Egan, MN

9 AM – Service of the Word

9 AM – Service of the Word

“Divine Service” – Full Word and Sacrament Service with 7670 East Jomax Road
   Communion, usually on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays, and on

Pastor David Jay Webber
“Service of the Word” – A brief spoken order of Holy Communion
   follows the public service, usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.

Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com



September 2018
   

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
   

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
   

First Class Mail

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
   

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures
and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus. 

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

  

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.
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