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“O Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place 

where your glory dwells” (Psalm 28:8, ESV). 

 

     These words were among the verses that we sang as our 

Sunday Introit on August 23. As I sang them that day, I could not 

help but to remember a certain person whom I greatly admired at 

an earlier time in my life. And that is because these words were 

also the text for the sermon that I preached at this person’s 

funeral, in my former congregation in Massachusetts, way back 

in the 1990s. 

     Her name was Dorothy. She was a World War II veteran – 

having served in the Women’s Army Corps. Before that, she had 

also served as a Lutheran Deaconess. But by the time I got to 

know her, she had been suffering for years with diabetes, and 

with many of the unpleasant degenerative effects of diabetes. But 

she struggled through, and could be counted on to be in church 

every Sunday, as her loving husband would bring her. For as long 

as she was able, she sang in the choir. When her eyesight failed to 

such an extent that she could no longer read the music, she still 

came to church. Many of the hymns that she sang, she probably 

sang at least partly from memory. When her ability to walk was 

diminished, and she needed help to be mobile, she still came to 

church. She no longer stood at those points in the service when 

congregants usually stand, which was fine. She sat reverently and 

attentively, singing as she could, listening and praying, receiving 

the sacrament. 

     Dorothy absolutely loved being in the Lord’s house, on every 

Lord’s Day – not for sentimental reasons, or merely because of 

habit, but because she knew that the Lord himself was there. And 

she wanted to meet him, and receive his gifts, as often as she 

could. 
 

 

Continued on page 2 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued from page 1 
 

     Christ is, of course, everywhere, all the time, according to his divine omnipresence. But the 

means of grace are not everywhere. Holy Absolution and the forgiveness of sins are not 

everywhere. The body and blood of Jesus, given and received also for forgiveness and for the 

strengthening of faith, are not everywhere. The real relationships that Christians have with one 

another, as they are gathered together around the Word and Sacraments of Jesus, are not 

everywhere. But all of these blessings are in the Lord’s house. 

     Dorothy’s sense of her need for these blessings, and her joy in partaking of them, are what 

drew her there. And she knew that God’s true glory – his hidden yet real glory – was made 

manifest to her in these profound acts of divine condescension, with God, in Christ, coming 

down to her in all of her weakness, to wash away her sins, and to renew his loving fellowship 

with her. And she, accordingly, loved the habitation of his house. 

     When Dorothy did finally die – of a heart attack, in her sleep – she died in peace. This was 

the peace that had been instilled in her over and over again, as she had encountered the Lord over 

and over again, in his house. 

     Dorothy set an example for all of the members of my former congregation. Her example 

served as an invitation, to all of them, to love the Lord’s house along with her. And now that you 

know her story, she can set an example for you too – and for me. The ability to go to the Lord’s 

house, on the Lord’s Day, is itself a great blessing, even when it might take some effort to go. 

And what we receive when we do go, are many more blessings in addition: the spiritual blessings 

of forgiveness, life, and salvation; the spiritual blessings of faith, hope and love; the spiritual 

blessings of deliverance from sin, from death, and from the devil. 

 

“O Lord, I love the habitation of your house  and the place where your glory dwells.”  

 

– Pastor Webber 

 

 

Summer Sunday School Quiz 
 

During the summer months our Sunday School pupils explored thirteen Bible lessons not 

covered in our regular curriculum series. How well acquainted are you with these stories? Test 

your knowledge with this fill-in-the-blank quiz! 

 

God thwarted the prideful plans of those building the Tower of ____________ by confusing their 

____________. (Genesis 11)  

 

Lot’s wife ignored the angel’s warning not to look back as her city was destroyed. She became a 

____________ of ____________. (Genesis 19)  

 

The Israelites were blessed instead of cursed after the ____________ on which Balaam rode 

began to ____________ . (Numbers 22) 

 

A woman named ____________ was given a ____________ rope to hang from her window, so 

that her family would be spared during the conquest of her city. (Joshua 2)  
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Elisha showed his frightened helper the many ____________ protecting their city. Later he led to 

his king an enemy army which had been struck ____________. (II Kings 6) 

 

Patient Job endured the loss of his ____________ and the pain of ____________ which covered 

his body, yet he did not curse God . (Job 1 - 2) 

 

A giant _____________ appeared and wrote words of warning on the ____________ during a 

feast held by King Belshazzar. (Daniel 5) 

 

Ezekiel saw a vision of a valley full of ____________ which came together and were brought 

back to life by God’s ____________. (Ezekiel 37)  

 

Exiles returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. Under the leadership of ____________, they began 

rebuilding the ____________. (Ezra 1, 3)  

 

Jesus compared the difficulty of the rich entering heaven to a ____________ trying to pass 

through the eye of a ____________. (Matthew 19) 

 

Jesus praise the bold faith of a Gentile, after the woman told him that even the________ eat the 

___________ which fall from the table. (Matthew 15) 

 

Jesus demonstrated his power over many demons when he sent them into ________________, 

which then ran into the sea and __________________. (Mark 5)  

 

Jesus took the form of a humble servant by _________________ the ____________ of his 

disciples before the Passover meal. (John 13) 

 

 

A Redeemer Sunday School student displaying some of his work 
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A Baptism! 
 

 

     Caris Mae Chasty, daughter of Thomas and Jennifer Chasty, was baptized during the service 

on August 16. “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs the kingdom of heaven’” (Matthew 19:14, ESV). 
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Devotion: Let Us Walk in the Light of God! 

 
A young woman walked into a church to talk to the pastor.  She told the pastor that 

although she did not regularly attend church she believed in God, had a prayer life, was kind to 

people, and tried hard to live by the Ten Commandments.  Despite it all she could not rid herself 

of a nagging sense of sin and guilt. 

“Why is it,” she asked, “that my friends who do not believe in God, who freely admit that 

they do not take religion seriously, are never troubled by any consciousness of guilt?” 

Her question was not a new one for the pastor.  “Tell me”, he said, “if I were to lay a 

hundred pounds of stone upon a corpse, would it feel the weight?” 

“No.  I’m sure it wouldn’t”, she replied. 

“Why not?” 

“Because the corpse has no life in it and is unable to feel the load.” 

“Exactly!” replied the pastor.  “And that is why the person who is indifferent to his 

spiritual needs can say that he doesn’t feel the weight of sin.  He is dead, spiritually.” 

 

It has always been true that the Christian has been more conscious of his personal 

sinfulness in the sight of God than the careless unbeliever. 

King David admitted, “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.” 

(Psalm 51:3) 

The Christian sees his sin.  A person who walks in the darkness can’t see the smudges on 

his clothes.  But once he walks in the light he immediately becomes conscious of his filthy 

condition. 

There is nothing surprising at all in this young lady’s concern over her personal sin.  In 

fact, her deep concern was a sign that the Spirit of God was indeed working in her heart. 

“If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart and knows all things.” (I John 3:20).  

God, who is greater than our hearts, looks at us, not in our sins, but in Christ Jesus.  Because of 

Jesus all of your sins are forgiven!!!! As the book of Romans so wonderfully reminds us, “There 

is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
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Ladies’ Guild News 
 

     The ladies are beginning to work more toward preparations for our 2016 Women’s Mission 

Rally, which will be held at Redeemer on February 20. The Rally is open to all women (and men 

who are so inclined) associated with our church and others in the ELS. Registration information 

will be coming soon, along with a list of hotels for those from out of town who need 

accommodations. 

      Coming up even sooner is our church’s Reformation celebration. Reformation Sunday is 

October 25. Look for a sign-up sheet for the annual Oktoberfest luncheon, which will be held 

that day. The sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board near the coffee in the fellowship hall. 

      Thanks to those who have been providing items for refreshments after the service. We 

appreciate those who donate food or drink items, and encourage you and others to continue doing 

so. There is also a basket on the refreshment table for those who, instead of food or drink items, 

would like to donate money to help offset the cost of coffee, filters, and other items associated 

with what we provide. 

      Please also remember to help us in our support of the Alpha Pregnancy Center in Phoenix. If 

you have heard recently about the atrocities associated with Planned Parenthood, you know how 

important it is that we support organizations like Alpha that really do help women with crisis 

pregnancies, by giving them life-affirming assistance. While the world around us has embraced a 

culture of death, we and Alpha are working hard toward replacing it with a culture of life. And 

that starts with helping troubled pregnant women choose life for their children. They are often in 

need of many things that mothers and new babies need, like clothing for mothers and babies, 

diapers, wipes, baby food, toys, and also a good bit of money to help offset other expenses. If 

you are able and inclined to give some of these items, please leave them in the Sunday School 

room next to the Fellowship Hall, where the ladies have their meetings, and label them – so we 

know that they are for the Alpha Pregnancy Center. Lori Wendt will take them there for you. All 

donations are tax-deductible, and guaranteed to help women and their children. 

  

Erica Olson, Ladies’ Guild Secretary 

 

 

New Member Interview: Timothy Hartigan  
Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant  

 

Erica: Hi, Timothy! We are so thankful that you and your daughters have officially joined 

Redeemer! We know your parents, Norm and Cheryl Hartigan, well, and have seen you and your 

daughters at church occasionally. What made you decide to join? 

 

Timothy: Well, I attended Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota, and as you 

occasionally witness, many attendees [at Redeemer] are from that area and quite possibly were 

educated there. It was an easy relocation to Scottsdale with all of my family here and Pastor 

Webber, in a synod that I am familiar with, and I am closing in on two years here now. However 

that does not mean I am unfamiliar with this area as I have been coming here [to visit family] for 

10+ years.   
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Erica: Tell me about your daughters. 

 

Timothy: Well, both of them are very intelligent resulting in straight A's all around. They both 

like soccer and softball. They do also enjoy when I have the unique opportunity to receive 

fantastic seats to sporting venues such as the D-Backs and Coyotes. I could brag about my 

daughters all day long, but there were two precious moments in particular with them. The first 

was to announce that Cassi was ... my daughter upon her delivery, and I call her Baby-girl. The 

second was amazing in the fact that I delivered Abbi into this world at home. Legally, I did have 

to sign the birth announcement as being the delivering physician, and that certificate will be on 

my wall forever. So while I love them both equally, Abbi knows for sure that she has a little or 

maybe all of me in the palm of her hands. 

 

Erica: That's very sweet. Where in the Valley do you live? Are you in Phoenix or one of its 

suburbs? 

 

Timothy: I live in Scottsdale.  

 

Erica: Tell us about yourself. What kind of work do you do? 

 

Timothy: I work at Marriott at McDowell Mountains and am a bellman in a unique position 

where I bellhop, valet, drive shuttles, vacuum, [etc.]. Haha! Anything and everything. And with 

that, I am able to meet such people as Dick Butkus, Ben Roethlisberger, Brandt Snedeker, Jason 

Dufner, Brooks Koepk, and a lot more including celebrities, political officials, etc. And yes, 

Brooks Koepka won the 2015 Phoenix Open. So as you can see, sports are part of my life. When 

I was living in Chicago, I was considered the neighborhood dad, as my daughters and their 

friends were outside with me every day, with several homes watching me play and teach. I also 

played obviously with the adults. I am in a special position through work that allows me to have 

contacts with many celebrities and athletes. [Recently], I drove a Coyote [player] to see his 

doctor as he came here a couple of weeks early to meet with the team doctor before training 

camp. Just little things like that make work seem sometimes out of the normal yet very 

interesting. So, if you want to know anything about hockey, let me know. I was a tour guide in 

Chicago at the Brookfield Zoo and did have guests from all over the world that frequented the 

zoo to listen to me and/or my friend from St. Paul's Lutheran in Brookfield, Illinois.  

 

Erica: That sounds like a very fun job! Well, mostly anyway. Haha! Do you have any hobbies? 

 

Timothy: I love watching Survivor seasons, which is pretty much the only TV I watch other than 

sports or movies. Hockey is my go-to but every sport is in play. Want to talk about the sport 

curling? Yes, I can. What do I tell my guests who are athletes in Arizona? Chicago first, but [I] 

will support and watch everyone here, especially since I know some of them. Go Cubs, Bulls, 

Blackhacks, Bears! 

 

Erica: Haha! Very fun! Is there anything else you would like to add that I haven't asked you 

about yet? 
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Timothy: I golf as much as I can like my uncle does, and our dog is named Bubba, or as my 

nephew calls him, Mr. Flufflypants. 

 

Erica: Mr. Fluffypants is an awesome nickname for a dog! I love it! Thank you so much for 

allowing me to interview you. We look forward to getting to know you and your daughters even 

better! Welcome! 
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 Redeemer Lutheran  Church September  2015  
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

  1  2 3 
7 pm Internet 

Study Group  

4 
10 a.m. 

Bible 

Study at 

the Muth 

residence 

5 

 

 

 

6 
Pentecost 15 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

7 8 9 10 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

11 
10 a.m. 

Bible 

Study at 

the Muth 

residence 

12 

13 
Pentecost 16 
9 a.m. SW 

with Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

14 
7 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

at the Muth 

residence 

15 16 17 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

18 
Bible 

Study 

cancelled  

19 
Wedding 

of Joe 

Quint and 

Madelyn 

Sies-

Disner 

20 
Pentecost 17 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ 

Guild 

meeting after 

the service  

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

21 22 
7 p.m. Elders’ 

Meeting 

23 24 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

25 
Bible 

Study 

cancelled  

26 

27 
Pentecost 18 

9 a.m. SW 

with Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

28 29 30    

 

Abbreviations: 

DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 

Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 
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The Valley Evangel 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

7670 East Jomax Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85266 

 
Pastor David Jay Webber 

Phone: 480-585-7002 

Or: 480-621-7394 

Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

 

First Class Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

We're on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 
 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


