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From the Pastor’s Desk 

In the liturgical calendar, September 

29 is the Festival of St. Michael and 
All Angels. We will be transferring 
that observance to the Sunday 
following, September 30. 
     Before the age of the so-called 
“Enlightenment” in the eighteenth 
century, when “rational” and 
naturalistic explanations for 
everything in the world became the 
fashion, St. Michael’s Day was a very 
big deal in the Lutheran Church. 
Major choral works were composed 
by the great baroque masters of the 
Lutheran Church especially for this 
observance. In the golden age of 
Lutheran liturgical practice in the 
seventeenth century, the observance 
of St. Michael’s Day almost always 
included a festive Vespers on the 
evening before the festival itself, a 
festive Divine Service on the morning 
of the festival (“Michaelmass”), and a 
festive Vespers on the evening of the 
festival. 
The special music that was performed 
and sung in these services made such 
an impact on the overall history of 
sacred music, that modern 
musicology and music history 
scholars have in recent years 
produced two “liturgical 
reconstruction” CDs that serve to 
recreate the sequence of hymns, 
anthems, and chants of a classic St. 
Michael’s Eve Vespers service, and 
of a classic St. Michael’s Day 
Vespers service. These CDs are 
“Michaelisvesper,” issued in 2009 by 
NDR Kultur: Rondeau Productions, 
and featuring music by the Lutheran 
composer Michael Praetorius; and  

“Vesper for St. Michael’s Day,” 
issued in 1999 by Classic Production 
Osnabrück, and featuring music by 
the Lutheran composer Hieronymus 
Praetorius (not related to Michael). I 
own both of these recordings, and 
recommend them highly. They give 
us a glimpse into an almost forgotten 
world of the high church culture that 
the orthodox Lutheranism of the past 
inspired and lived-out in its worship 
life – again, before the advent of the 
rationalism and large-scale loss of 
faith that came about with the so-
called “Enlightenment.” 
     Our Lutheran forbears did not 
observe St. Michael’s Day in such 
grand ways just so that they would 
have an excuse for composing 
beautiful music, however. They 
observed this day with a firm belief 
that the world in which they lived was 
a world in which angels and demons 
were a profound reality – locked in an 
invisible struggle for souls, and for 
the prevailing of the good and 
gracious will of God in the earth. 
Think of the many sober references to 
Satan and other devils that can be 
found in the great Reformation hymn 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
     But our Lutheran forbears also 
knew that Jesus Christ their Lord had 
overcome the power of the old evil 
foe by his death and resurrection. 
They knew as well that Michael the 
archangel, and all the angels who 
with him serve the Lord, were 
constantly watching over and 
protecting the church, and God’s 
people within the church. 
 

 (continued on Page 2) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued from Page 1) 

  
     The difference 
between their time and 
ours does not consist in a 
different level of 
demonic and angelic 
activity in the world. 
There is just as much of 
this taking place now as 
then. The difference lies in the fact that we are often 
blinded by our modern materialist worldview to the 
reality of this activity. We don’t live out each day as 
our ancestors did, with a conviction that what the 
Bible teaches about these things is true. But it is still 
true. This is still true: 
     “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his 
angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon 
and his angels fought back, but he was defeated and 
there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the 
deceiver of the whole world – he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him” (Revelation 12:7-9). (here and following, ESV) 

     “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 6:12). 
     “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in 
which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience. ... But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ – by grace you have been 
saved” (Ephesians 2:1-2, 4-5). 
     “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out” (John 12:31). 
     “Jesus Christ...has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him” (1 Peter 3:21-
22). 
     “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking  

someone to devour. 
Resist him, firm in your 
faith, knowing that the 
same kinds of suffering 
are being experienced by 
your brotherhood 
throughout the world” (1 
Peter 5:8-9). 

  “Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10). 
     “See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels 
always see the face of my Father who is in heaven” 
(Matthew 18:10). 
     “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares” 
(Hebrews 13:2). 
     On September 30, when we observe St. 
Michael’s Day (one day late) in our congregation, 
let us think on these things. Let us think on these 
things every day of the year! There are great 
supernatural and personal forces of evil surrounding 
us on every side. But the divine Christ is our Savior, 
and our Lord. As we in repentance continually turn 
away from sin – where the devil is always trying to 
find a point of entry into our lives – and as we 
continually cling to Jesus and his gracious Word of 
pardon and life, we are safe. St. Michael, and all of 

God’s powerful angelic servants, will protect us. 
 

     The Friday morning Bible Study will resume on 
September 7, at 10 a.m., at the Wayne Anderson 
residence. Speak with Wayne if you need 
directions. We will pick up 
where we left off at the 
end of May, at Genesis 
chapter 49. Please join us! 
The fellowship and the 
coffee are both very good. 

Friday Bible Study Resumes 
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Devotion: “Change!” 

  

     As the fall season approaches there are signs of 
change all around us.  For those in the northern part 
of our country the colors of the leaves and the 
shorter daylight hours are reminders that harvest 
time is just around the corner and cold winds will 
soon begin to blow. Big changes are on the way! 
     The blessings of the changing seasons are signs 
that our gracious God is in control of all things. 
After the great flood God said in Genesis 8:22 
“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and 
night shall not cease”. 
     jThe word “change” also has other meanings 
such as “substitute for, replace, take the place of.”  
We are also blessed that God, being in control, sent 
His Son Jesus to be our Savior.  Jesus came as our 
“substitute”.  He lived a perfect sinless life in our 
place and then took our place on the cross and died 
paying the penalty for our sins.  He was placed in a 
tomb and rose three days later showing His victory 
over the power of sin, death, and the devil.  

Without the substitutionary life, death, and 
resurrection of our Savior we would be lost for 
eternity as we are unable to change, to turn away 
from sin on our own.  But now for all who come to 
faith and believe in Jesus’ substitutionary death and 
resurrection they are assured of the forgiveness of 
sins and life everlasting in heaven. 
     In an ever-changing world we give thanks that 
Jesus and His Word are unchanging, in Hebrews 
13:8 we read “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.” No matter what changes 
occur in the life of God’s children – loss of loved 
ones, health issues, job changes, we can be 
strengthened by the sure and unchanging Word of 
God that shows us His mercy and grace in sending 
Jesus to be our Savior. No matter how uncertain life 
here on earth may be, we can look forward to 
eternity in heaven where we will experience the 
never changing joy and happiness with Jesus and all 
believers. 
 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 

 



 

The Valley Evangel, September 2012 Page 4 

Member Interview: Wayne Anderson  
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Valley Evangel Editorial Assistant) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erica: How long have you been at Redeemer? 
 
Wayne: Since the very first service [of the 
reorganized congregation], which I believe was, I’m 
guessing, in February of 1997, and there were 12 of 
us at the first worship service, including Pastor 
[Klebe] Brumble’s family. 
 
Erica: Wow! And how big was his family? 
 
Wayne: Three. Yeah, Marlene, his wife, was also the 
organist, and they had one son. And he played the 
trumpet. 
 
Erica: Oh, wow! That must have been really nice! 
 
Wayne: Oh, yeah. Every so often, like for special 
services, he would have a solo or play with the choir. 
It added a lot. I still like it. I still like it when we have 
the violin playing.  
… 
Erica: Were you living in the area before you started 
attending Redeemer? 
 
Wayne: Yes, I was a member at … a Missouri Synod 
church, and it just started drifting away from the 
Missouri Synod doctrine and things, and was drifting 
more toward the ELCA, and that wasn’t for me. And 
that was difficult for me to change, because I had 
been a Missouri Synod Lutheran all my life. All my 
family had been. In fact, I have three nephews who 
are Missouri Synod pastors. But there wasn’t a 
confessional Missouri Synod church around. I started 
worshipping at the WELS church in Paradise Valley, 
 

and at the end of the service one Sunday, the pastor 
said, “Well, Redeemer has called a pastor, and 
they’re going to have their first service on” such-and-
such a date, and so I made a note of that, and when 
that date came around, I went there, and have been 
going there ever since. 
 
Erica: Oh, wow! That’s pretty cool. Well, stepping a 
little bit away from church, I remember when my 
husband and I first started attending Redeemer, you 
or someone else said something about how you had 
formerly worked as a lobbyist? Could you describe 
what you were doing? 
 
Wayne: Well, I worked for Nabisco, the food 
company. You know the cookie and cracker 
company?  
 
Erica: Oh, yes. 
 
Wayne: You know, Oreos? 
 
Erica: Oh, yes, I’m very familiar with Nabisco. 
 
Wayne: Well, keep eating them, because now they’re 
my pension. 
 
Erica: Oh! Ha, ha, ha! 
 
Wayne: I was the Vice President of Public Affairs, 
and that meant that I and my staff were responsible 
for any legislation or regulation at the Federal or 
State level, and also at the global level that would 
affect our products or our market. I was expected to 
make sure it was in our best interest rather than 
adding cost unnecessarily, or whatever the issue was. 
… So, I had an office in Washington, D.C. where I 
spent a lot of my time, probably most of my time…, 
and it was a very interesting job. I was in Washington 
from Nixon’s term to Reagan’s term. Lobbyists, our 
job is to be very familiar with legislation that is 
moving through whatever house of the legislature it’s 
in, and work with legislators in understanding what 
the bill would actually do. … It’s our job to go in and 
explain to them what the effect would be on the 

(continued on Page 5) 
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Member Interview: Wayne Anderson (continued from Page 4) 
company or the employees, or, in our particular field…  
And what you do, particularly if members of the district 
are in major cities, and don’t have a lot of contact with 
agricultural users, we can help them a lot in understanding 
what the exact language means to the regulation or in the 
legislate. In my particular case, we were in every time 
zone around the world, practically, so there was always 
something to do. There was always crisis somewhere that 
needed some attention. It was very vibrant. I really 
enjoyed it. It was always a good adventure. And, of 
course, in Washington, D.C., there’s all kinds of things 
going on there just with the legislative process. … It’s 
kind of an educating process. And I don’t know if you’ve 
ever read legislation, but legislation is not easy to read. 
 
Erica: That’s probably why not many people do. 
 
Wayne: And you know, a lot of things are either hidden or 
lost in the process, and so you have to try to make sure all 
of that is clarified.  
 
Erica: Sounds like you really have to have a good 
education to be able to understand what’s going on and 
how to deal with it. 
 
Wayne: Well, actually, what a lot of lobbying really 
comes down to is relationship-building. And so, you do 
spend time, like in my case, because I was also 
responsible in State legislation, I served on different 
committees with legislators and was very active in the 
NCSL, which is the National Conference on State 
Legislation, which is really the State legislators’ 
professional organization. And then, I was one of the 
founders who put together what we called SGAC, or the 
State Government Affairs Council, and that took all the 
men and women who were lobbying for other food 
companies or any other company, not just food 
companies, at the State level, and we had this organization 
where the legislators could come to us and we could go to 
them through those organizations.  
 
Erica: That sounds like really interesting work. 
 
Wayne: I liked it! 
… 
Erica: Tell me a little bit about your family...  
 
Wayne: Right. Joan and I have three children, and two of 
them live here in Arizona. In fact, our oldest son and our 
daughter live in Gilbert. Both are married, both have two 
children, so there were three grandsons, and just a few 
months ago, our daughter adopted a little girl. So now we  

have a granddaughter as well, which we are very happy 
about. And then our other son has been transferred to Italy 
by his company. Steven works for Applied Materials… 
Right now, he’s gone to Singapore, and from Singapore, 
he’s going to Beijing, and then to Hong Kong. He’s on 
some kind of mission over there for the company. I’m not 
sure exactly what it is, but he loves it. … 
… 

Erica: How long have you and your wife been married? 
 
Wayne: Forty-nine years. Next year is our fiftieth. 
 
Erica: Well, congratulations! 
 
Wayne: Thank you! You know, there’s nothing better than 
a good marriage. It’s a great blessing, and Joan and I have 
been able to have that blessing. And so far, all of our kids 
are still married to the people they married, and I hope that 
continues on in their lives as well. … And in our case, 
Joan really ended up raising the children, because it was at 
that time in my life when I was travelling all over the 
world, and was gone way more than I wanted to be. … So, 
we just found a way to make it work, even though it’s 
something I’m still sad about. You know, I missed way 
too many little league games, piano and dance recitals, 
you know, all those things your children do at certain 
ages. And although Joan would take a lot of photographs 
and [videos], when I got home, I caught up with all their 
activities, but it wasn’t the same as being there. And you 
can’t replace that. 
 
Erica: Your wife sounds like a very wonderful and special 
lady to have done all she did to make sure that your family 
was raised right, especially in the times when you weren’t 
able to be there. 
 
Wayne: Absolutely. And you know, she had them at 
church every Sunday, and got them to Sunday school and 
confirmation class and all that kind of stuff. She’s a 
wonderful wife, and I was lucky enough to have the Lord 
lead me to her. … And David, our oldest son, … [was] on 
President [George H. W.] Bush’s White House staff, and 
had three or four years of marvelous opportunities. … And 
then, when George W. decided to run for President, David 
got a call from his dad, who said they’d like him to work 
on that campaign. Well, at that time, he’d already started 
his company, and he co-owned with another guy, a 
company called Off Madison Avenue, here, headquartered 
in Phoenix, and it’s a public relations firm. And his 
partners said, “Go ahead, take it.” And he then became the 
advance man for George W., just like he was for his dad,  
 

 (continued on Page 6) 
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Member Interview: Wayne Anderson (continued from Page 5) 
but only on the domestic campaigns. So, he had a lot of 
opportunities and great experiences. …  
 
Erica: … You’re one of the elders in the church, right? 
 
Wayne: Correct. 
 
Erica: What kind of other positions have you held or do 
you hold at Redeemer or within the ELS? 
 
Wayne: … here at Redeemer, I was on the building 
committee when we added on what is now the fellowship 
hall. It wasn’t there when I first started with the church. 
But here, I’ve just mainly been an elder. 
 
Erica: Now, you’ve also done some work with the ELS. 
 

Wayne: Yes, I was on the Board of Trustees for about nine 
years, and then this year, I decided not to seek reelection, 
so I don’t do that anymore. Nine years of that is enough.  
… I don’t think anyone should be a career board member 
or something of any non-profit, because there’s all kinds 
of talented people behind you that should have a chance at 
running the organization, bring in some new and good 
ideas, and that’s one thing our Synod doesn’t do very well, 
and so, I just wanted to get off and give someone else a 
chance.  
 
Erica: Didn’t you, or don’t you currently, have something 
to do with education of children within the Synod? 
 
Wayne: Well, yes. I’m glad you asked that question. In 
2003, Pr. Brumble, Jim Wright and myself – we were 
members of Redeemer, and Pr. Brumble was the pastor – 
and we were thinking about our congregation, and [if we 
should] start a school. And so, we started looking around  
at what that would entail and how we should do it, and as 
we learned more about the ELS’s school system and how 
they were run, we came up with some other ideas that we 
thought would be good for Christian education from our 
Synod’s perspective. So, we wrote a resolution for the 
convention about starting to review our Christian schools, 
and what we wanted to do was to change the curriculum to 
what is known as a classical curriculum. And the delegates 
agreed to that and started to move forward with that, and 
we’ve done that. So now, we have what is called Lutheran 
Schools of America. And what we’re trying to do is get 
some of those up and running under the new curriculum so 
that we can maybe “brand” that name, and then start 
raising the kind of money you’re going to need to do a 
project like that. It’s an enormous undertaking, but there is  

such a need for Christian education, in our view. And in 
our own synod, some of the fastest growing congregations 
are those that have schools. So, in fact, Pr. Webber, Norm 
Hartigan, and I are investigating the possibility of doing a 
school in Queen Creek, well, … it’s actually in Mesa. And 
they’re starting to build that [new development] out, and 
we’ve had a couple of discussions with some of the people 
out there to see if it would be feasible for us to put a 
school and a church out there. And the church [there] 
would be getting the financing [through the synod] to get 
that done. But we’re quite sure that there is a demand for 
not only a good education, but also a Christian education. 
And what you find is that the parents are getting fed up 
with the public school system, for a lot of different 
reasons, and are looking for places where they can put 
their children. And they know they will get a good 
academic education, as well as a good moral education, 
and a good discipline education. So, we’ll see where the 
Holy Spirit takes us on that one, but it’s fun trying to 
make it work. …  
   
Erica: If there was anything about Redeemer that you 
could change, would you, and what would it be? 
 

Wayne: If there was a way, I would like to continue to 
attract more young families into our congregation. I think 
it’s just wonderful with the children that we have now, 
and it would be fun if we had three or four or more 
Sunday school classes going, and maybe even with the 
teenagers, if we had a youth program or that kind of thing. 
Because children these days just don’t have many 
opportunities to learn about Christianity and about Christ 
unless they come to a school like we could provide them. 
Even a church program would help that. So, we’re doing 
that. We’re starting to get that, and I hope that continues. 
And the one thing I would want to keep, is of all the 
churches I’ve been to in my lifetime, this is the most 
familial congregation I’ve ever been aware of. Our 
members genuinely care for one another. They like being 
together. Many of them socialize together when they’re 
not in church. Families do things together. And that is just 
marvelous. I think that is one of the greatest strengths of 
our congregation. And I hope we continue to grow in that 
way. Just like now, we’re trying to pay off our debt to the 
synod, and low and behold, an anonymous member says, 
“I’ll match up to $5,000,” and our members exceeded 
$5,000, which was just excellent. It just shows the spirit of 
the congregation. And that was done without diminishing 
their regular giving. So, we’ve been blessed in many 
ways. We couldn’t have a better pastor or a better music 
program… Carol [Webber] has really done a great job in 
putting that together. 
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 
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