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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber
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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Together with most Lutherans in the world, our congregation will observe the Festival of the Reformation
on Sunday, October 27. Following the Divine Service and Sunday School hour that day, we will remain for a time
of feasting and fellowship in the special Reformation Lunch that the Redeemer Ladies Aid will host.

Reformation Sunday is a time to mark and celebrate our Lutheran identity. But what does it mean to be a
“Lutheran” in the world today? For many, the various shenanigans of the largest self-identified Lutheran church
body in our country, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, define Lutheran identity. I do believe that there
have been some Christians in our area with a generally conservative Biblical orientation who may have been
looking for a new church, but who refrained from visiting our congregation, because of their erroneous belief that
“Lutherans” are all the same, and that we have something to do with the
ELCA, with which they wanted nothing to do. So we need to be able to
explain that all so-called Lutherans are not the same.

Some Lutherans embrace, and confess as their own faith, the
Biblical principles for which the Lutheran Reformers stood in the sixteenth
century. Other Lutherans are trying to run as far and as fast as they can,
away from that heritage, and away from those beliefs, while still for some
reason retaining the “Lutheran” name. Your friends need to know the
difference. And you need to know the difference, so that you can explain the
difference to them.

A resource for this is a website called “Exposing the ELCA,” hosted
by a layman with a background in that church body who is deeply
concerned for the souls of those Christians who remain within it, and who
may not fully know what is going on in the larger church beyond their own
congregations (especially when their own congregations may still be more
traditional in outlook); or who may not fully understand why these unbiblical and un-Lutheran changes in the larger
church are so dangerous to their faith.

For example, this website reported on the controversial resolutions and actions of the recent Churchwide
Assembly of the ELCA, which declared the ELCA to be a “sanctuary church” for people who have entered the
United States illegally; which stated that there are “limits of our knowing” the way to God the Father, and that these
doubts about whether anyone can really know with certainty the divinely-revealed way of salvation should lead us
to put more emphasis on dialogue with the adherents of non-Christian and anti-Christian religions, and less
emphasis on trying to convert them; and which celebrated the tenth anniversary of the ordination of practicing
homosexuals and lesbians as pastors. The “Exposing the ELCA” website also includes information about many
bizarre things that turn up here and there within the ELCA, and that reflect the almost limitless tolerance within that
church for teachings and practices that in the past would have been rejected as heretical and immoral.
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If you have a hard time believing that such things are actually going on in the name of “Lutheranism,”
don’t just take my word for it. Visit the “Exposing the ELCA” website, and read the news reports and articles that
can be found there: exposingtheelca.com  But then, you can have a happy, blessed, and spiritually safe Reformation
Sunday, knowing that in our Lutheran congregation, and in our Lutheran synod, we still proclaim, and embrace for
ourselves, the comforting Biblical gospel that Martin Luther’s Small Catechism summarizes in these words:
  

I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the
Virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord, Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased
and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His
holy, precious blood, and with His innocent suffering and death; in order that I might be His own, live
under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as
He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

  

I take no pleasure in pointing out the sad decay in teaching and practice that has taken place within the
ELCA over the past few decades, and that has especially accelerated in the past decade. This is the Lutheran
tradition in which I was raised, and at a personal level it is a grievous thing for me to see. But this is a part of the
reality of American Lutheranism in the 21st century, as sad and distasteful as it may be. Understanding the situation
as it really is can and should inform our self-understanding as Confessional Lutherans; our answers to the questions
raised by friends and neighbors who are puzzled or shocked by the news reports they hear concerning these
developments; and our outreach and witness to those from within ELCA who have been discouraged and offended
by these changes, and who may be interested in finding a new Lutheran home among us.
  

Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; Curb those who fain by craft and sword
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son And set at naught all He hath done.
Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known, For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Defend Thy Christendom that we May evermore sing praise to Thee.
O Comforter of priceless worth. Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.

– Pastor Webber

  
  

Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION
   

The Gospel of Matthew: Vol. 2, Chapters 11-28 (The Daily Study Bible Series) by William Barclay
   With a lively translation and engaging commentary, Barclay's comments on the latter portion of Matthew’s
Gospel are great for daily readings. For almost fifty years and for millions of readers, the Daily Study Bible
commentaries have been the ideal help for both devotional and serious Bible study. As usual in the series, the
“lessons” are arranged for daily reading. The text comes first in Dr. Barclay's own translation, followed in each
case by his commentary. (Amazon)
   

The Gospel According to Dan Brown by Jeff Dunn
   There is a consistent gospel that Dan Brown preaches throughout all of his stories, and it profoundly
contrasts the Bible’s Gospel. You can’t have both—a choice must be made.  Stories are more than
entertainment—they form our worldview. This book will lift up Brown’s gospel against Christianity's biblical
Gospel and help fans of Brown’s books discern messages that are truly fiction and examine the new world
view preached in his novels. (Amazon)
   

Luther in Context by David C. Steinmetz
   Luther in Context places Martin Luther within his theological world–-a world in which he dialogued with
other key thinkers including Plato, Augustine, Calvin, and Okham. This collection of essays casts light on
Luther’s thought by placing it within the context of his theological predecessors and contemporaries
(Goodreads)
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A Wife After God's Own Heart: 12 Things That Really Matter in Your Marriage by Elizabeth George
  A Wife After God’s Own Heart reveals how you can have what every married woman desires—a wonderful
marriage filled with mutual love, friendship, romance, and joy no matter what the state or season of your
marriage. (Goodreads)

The A to Z Guide to Bible Signs and Symbols: Understanding Their Meaning and Significance by Neil
Wilson
   Throughout the Scriptures, signs and symbols weave a consistent message of God’s presence, grace, and
faithfulness. This illustrated resource will help readers understand key biblical images that reveal God's
purposes and truth. Each entry includes multiple illustrations, explanations, and key Bible passages. Sidebars,
quotes, and photos make this guide approachable and engaging. (Amazon)

The Atheist’s Fatal Flaw: Exposing Conflicting Beliefs by Norman L. Geisler
   This unique book faithfully represents what atheists say they believe and stands back to watch as the natural
inconsistencies in that worldview inevitably rise to the surface. Norman L. Geisler is joined by Daniel J.
McCoy in highlighting two inconsistencies in particular. First, they examine the atheist’s assertion that God
cannot exist because there is evil in the world and that if God truly existed, he would intervene. These same
people then turn around and say any intervention on God’s part would impose upon human autonomy, and
thus would be unjust. Second, these very interventions that would be considered immoral if imposed upon the
earth by God are lauded when they stem instead from some human institution or authority. (Amazon)
   
– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
   
   

New Members Interview
   
Conducted by Jennifer Price
   
Jennifer: This month I get to do a very special
new member interview for the Redeemer
newsletter. It is none other than my fiancé! I am
eager to give the members and friends of
Redeemer a chance to get to know you and your
family better. Thank you for taking the time to
join me. First, unlike many of our congregation,
you are not a snowbird or born elsewhere. You
are a native. Where in the Valley did you grow
up? 
Jeremiah: I grew up in what is now considered
Central Phoenix, but back then was East
Phoenix. I grew up in a ranch style home near
36th Street and Osborn Road with my three
brothers and one sister.

Jennifer: However, your parents were from
elsewhere. Where were they from?
Jeremiah: My parents were originally from
Erie, Pennsylvania.

Jennifer: Like many of our congregation, you drive a distance to worship with us on Sunday morning. Where
do you currently live?
Jeremiah: I live in the far east valley, Mesa. It is a bit of a drive, but I really enjoy the traditional church
service that we have at Redeemer.
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Jennifer: When did the Holy Spirit bring you to saving faith in Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of your sin? 
Jeremiah: Well, my journey has been a long one. I thought I was a Christian back in 2006/07 when we
were attending a church in South Phoenix. But it was not until around 2010/11 while attending a
Reformed/Calvinist Men’s Bible Study at Scottsdale Bible Church that The Holy Spirit drew me in for
the first time.

Jennifer: When were you baptized?
Jeremiah: I was baptized about a year and a half ago at a local Reformed church. Despite being raised
Roman Catholic, I was not baptized as an infant.

Jennifer: Your introduction to Redeemer was not a church visit but
rather a dinner at Pastor Webber’s home. What are your reflections on
that evening?
Jeremiah: I was invited to attend the Israel presentation you were
giving to Pastor and Carol Webber. I felt very welcomed and
comfortable, the presentation was excellent, and the food was great
(thanks Carol!). Pastor Webber and I had some good conversation
afterwards. Of course, I knew all along that the main reason I was
invited was to receive Pastor Webber’s confirmation or opinion of
my character and faith. I believe it was an overall positive outcome.
:)

Jennifer: When you did visit Redeemer, what did you like most about
it?
Jeremiah: I really enjoyed the more traditional service and
presentation. I was raised Roman Catholic and felt there was
something missing from my adult church life in the
non-denominational churches I’d been attending. Redeemer filled
the missing gaps.

Jennifer: What aspect of the liturgy do you enjoy the most?
Jeremiah: I really appreciate the hymns and the presentation of The Word the most. I also like the more
traditional form of communion. I believe modern evangelical churches treat communion like a mundane
routine; it seems so meaningless in contrast to the Lutheran teaching of the real presence and pastoral
responsibility to distribute it. 

Jennifer: What have you learned about theology that led you to pursue membership in a Lutheran church?
Jeremiah: I prefer the tradition and the conservative perspective of Redeemer. I believe the Bible is the
inerrant Word of God and Redeemer treats it that way.

Jennifer: When you are not in church on Sunday morning or on the Skype Bible study on Thursday nights and
taking care of three children, what do you do during business hours?
Jeremiah: I work in the corporate IT world for one of the larger tech companies. I work on a large
manufacturing floor overseeing the production of server cabinets while also overseeing smaller projects
on the side.

Jennifer: You are accompanied each Sunday by three teenagers. They have been a great help in Sunday School
and cleaning up after Fellowship hour. What are you most proud of about your children?
Jeremiah: Yes, I love my children very much and I am so proud of them in so many ways. Collectively
they are so well behaved, polite and respectful. I receive so many compliments on their behavior.
Individually I would say I am so proud of Miah’s creativity, Isabella’s determination and AJ’s giving
nature and kind spirit. They have been through so much and yet, anyone they interact with would have
no idea of the trials they have been through at such young ages.
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Jennifer: Being a Dad is rewarding, but being a widower and a single Dad is incredibly challenging. What
have you been most grateful for these last few years? What have you learned about the character of God?
Jeremiah: God has blessed me in so many ways. I am so very grateful that God provided for my
children and by keeping a roof over our heads during difficult seasons. God has also provided work
when I needed it and most recently a great opportunity with my current employer. He has provided so
many other little things it would be hard to mention them all. I have learned to trust in God and that He
knows what we need even more than we do.  

Jennifer: Besides your three children, do you have any other extended family?
Jeremiah: Well, I have three brothers and one sister. I am particularly close to my younger brother. His
family and mine get together pretty often for holidays and family celebrations. I am also close to my
Brother-in-law and his parents. They have been there for me and the kids through so much. I look
forward to seeing them in November. Finally, as you know, I will be inheriting a few more family
members when we are married. November cannot come fast enough!

Jennifer: I happen to know you are an excellent cook. What is your favorite food to make? 
Jeremiah: I don’t really have a favorite food to make. I do really enjoy the challenge of creating
something new from the basic ingredients I find in the kitchen. I really enjoy competitive cooking shows
like “Chopped.”

Jennifer: Well I’m sure the Redeemer community looks forward to your contribution at our next Potluck
luncheon!
Jeremiah: I am excited for it! I love potlucks because it gives me the opportunity to test my skills with
people who are not forced to eat my cooking.

Jennifer: It has been an unexpected joy and privilege for me to introduce you to the church body that has been
my home for the past two years. I am grateful that God has been working in both our lives to bring us to this
point. We look forward to celebrating that journey on November 9 at 2 p.m., at Redeemer.

DEAR CONGREGATION:
You are invited to attend our wedding and celebrate with us! Please visit our wedding page here:

www.zola.com/wedding/jenniferandjeremiah2019/event
If you plan to join us but have not yet RSVP’d, please send an email to Jennifer at
spunkyjen1077@gmail.com by October 5 with the number in your party. Thank you!

If there is a God, why do bad things keep
happening?

There is no shortage of evil in the world in which
we live! Mass shootings, murder-suicides, drugs, rape…
and the list goes on.

Two friends, one an unbeliever and the other a
Christian, were enjoying their morning coffee together.
They began to discuss the latest news and how much evil
there was in the world. After discussing several news
events one of the ladies gasped, “If there is a God why is
there so much evil in the world? Why doesn’t He do
something about it? Her friend, a Christian, was ready with
the answer! She reassured her friend that God was real and
that He does care and that He has done something about it.
Using a few Bible accounts and verses she explained how
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and why she believed it to her friend. She recounted the creation story from Genesis 1 and pointed out that
everything God had created was perfect. “Then God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very
good. Genesis 1:31” She next turned to Genesis chapter 3 and recounted how Adam and Eve had disobeyed
God thereby ushering sin into the world. From that point on sin, with all its evil, would negatively affect the
lives of every living being. Pain, suffering, and death would be a part of every person’s life. Once again, the
question came, “Why didn’t God do something about it?” “He did!” came the resounding answer. He promised
to send a Savior into the world to save the world from all sin. He sent His Son to earth to live as one of us. He
lived His life perfectly without sin. He did so on our behalf as God demands that we live a perfect life but
cannot. Then according to God’s timing His Son, Jesus Christ, died on the cross thereby paying for all the sin
in the world. He rose from the dead three days later. Everything that Jesus promised was and is true including
this promise. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not will be condemned” Mark
16:16. The unbelieving friend, still not sure, countered, “Did God really do all that?” The Christian friend
quickly quoted Romans 8:32, “Indeed, he who did not spare his own son, but gave him up for all us – how will
he not also graciously give us all things along with him?” Amazed, the unbelieving women asked her friend
where she could learn more, Her Christian friend gladly invited her to go to church with her; stating that, “God
has much more for us to learn.” That same invitation stands for you, “Please join us for church this Sunday.”
 
– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
  
  

Ladies Guild News

This month’s news from the Ladies Guild continues our explanation of the objectives of this
organization. Last month we learned about our #1 objective: To support and further Missions. This month we
will discuss our #2 objective, which is evident every Sunday: To further and promote the Christian spirit of
fellowship in the Congregation. In almost every Sunday bulletin we see the phrase, “fellowship &
refreshments after the service.” When the bulletin doesn’t say that, it announces instead a reception for a
special occasion, such as a baptism or a confirmation. For these refreshment and receptions to be able to take
place, the Ladies of Redeemer donate many hours as well as funds to prepare the Fellowship Hall snack tables
for our eager congregants to enjoy. For the special occasions, an inscribed cake is also ordered. What better
way is there, to engage in pleasant conversation with your fellow worshipers, and to congratulate someone on
a baptism or a confirmation, than over a cup of freshly brewed beverage and a delicious homemade treat!
Don’t be shy about taking second portions or asking to take home any leftovers on the snack tables...the Ladies
will be happy to pack up any leftovers for congregants to enjoy at home.

During Advent and Lent, the Ladies Guild provides hearty soup suppers prior to the Wednesday
evening services that are held during those seasons. This allows members to enjoy a time of fellowship and a
nourishing meal prior to attending the midweek service. Two different soups are served from 6 to 6:30 pm, and
any leftover soup can be taken by members to enjoy at home.

The Ladies Guild has often volunteers to help grieving families arrange for a luncheon following a
funeral service. A Ladies Guild volunteer is also available to receive and display flowers, attend a guest book
and assist the family in other funeral service details.

Annually, the Ladies Guild hosts two special brunches, on Reformation Sunday and on Easter Sunday. 
These special meals require numerous hours of planning, decorating, cooking and cleaning. However, the
Christian fellowship enjoyed by the congregants and visitors has always reminded the Ladies Guild that
Objective #2 has been achieved.

If you would like to make a contribution, to help the Ladies Guild promote a spirit of Christian
fellowship within our congregation, you can make out a check to “Redeemer Lutheran Church” and enter
“Ladies Guild” on the memo line. Also, there is a donation basket on the Fellowship Hall coffee table.  

Next month we will learn about the final Objective (#3) of the Redeemer Ladies Guild. Thank you for
all the support we receive from the members and friends of the Redeemer congregation throughout the years!

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
October 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

Internet Study
Group 7pm

6 Pentecost 17 7 8 9 10 11 12

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School / Adult
Class 10:30am;
Catechism Class 6pm

Pastor Webber
in Minnesota
for ELS
General
Pastoral
Conference

Pastor Webber in
Minnesota for ELS
General Pastoral
Conference;
Internet Study
Group canceled

Pastor Webber in
Minnesota for ELS
General Pastoral
Conference

Pastor Webber in
Minnesota for a
wedding

13 Pentecost 18 14 15 16 17 18 19

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am
(Guest Pastor: Rev. Allen
Schroeder); Congrega-
tional Forum / Sunday
School 10:30am;
Catechism Class canceled

Voters
Meeting
7pm, at
church

Internet Study
Group 7pm

20 Pentecost 19 21 22 23 24 25 26

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting after
the service; Sunday
School / Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism
Class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

27 Reformation 28 29 30 31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School / Adult
Class 10:30am;
Reformation Lunch after
the class; Catechism
Class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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October 2019
  

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
   
__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


