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The Planned Parenthood videos – ten in number (and counting) 
– have been in the news a lot lately, as they have been released 
one at a time, every week or so, by the Center for Medical 
Progress. A while ago, a representative of this organization went 
undercover, posing as someone who wanted to purchase, from 
Planned Parenthood abortion clinics,  fetal organs and tissue from 
babies who had been aborted in those clinics. He met with many 
different representatives of Planned Parenthood, in various parts 
of the country, to discuss the procedures and prices that would be 
involved. The things that are said in these videos by the Planned 
Parenthood personnel are shockingly course and callous. Their 
nonchalant descriptions of the various abortion procedures are 
heart-rending in their oblivious inhumanity. 
     These videos have drawn the nation’s attention to the tragic 
disgrace of abortion in America as nothing else has. I suppose 
this is a good thing. Perhaps before long, the consciences of 
enough voters and politicians will be awakened in our country, so 
as to bring about a meaningful curtailment of the horror of 
elective abortion. And maybe someday this scourge can be 
removed from our land altogether, and – like slavery – will 
become, in our children’s future, only a sad memory of a 
shameful past. One can certainly hope and pray that this will be a 
result. But there are two additional thoughts I would like to share 
with you as we reflect on these videos, on their present effect, and 
on their possible future effect in our society. 
 
1. The videos have brought out into the open things that have 
been going on behind the closed doors of the abortuaries of our 
country for a very long time. We need to realize what the evil of 
abortion has always been, and we need to develop and cultivate a 
rational and moral opposition to it, even when there are no  
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued from page 1 
 
images or sound bites that tug at our emotions. 
 
2. The videos are touching the conscience of the society as a whole, and are forcing many people 
who previously have not thought very much about abortion, to think about it now, and to realize 
how wicked this whole business is. But what that also means, is that people who in the past 
committed the sin of abortion may now be coming to a fuller understanding of how evil their 
actions truly were. Girls, women, boyfriends, husbands, and parents, who at some point in the 
past participated in causing the death of an unborn child, may, in light of these videos, be 
wracked with a level of guilt and remorse that they never before experienced. Perhaps they had 
been able to avoid thinking about the abortion and blocking it from their memory, but are now 
forced to think about it, and are haunted by what they are thinking about. The afflicted 
consciences of these people will not be a subject for discussion on a news broadcast or in a 
presidential debate. But for us as Christians, this is something to which we must be sensitive. 
 
     It was recently announced by the Vatican that for the next year, an ordinary Roman Catholic 
parish priest will be able to absolve the sin of abortion, when that sin is confessed to him. 
Usually only a bishop, or another special diocesan clergyman designated for hearing confessions 
of such grievous sins, are allowed to declare God’s forgiveness to a person who is sorry for such 
a transgression. In comparison to this practice, our Lutheran Church has never had such 
restrictions. Any Confessional Lutheran pastor has always been willing and able to hear your 
confession of this sin or of any other sin; to offer counsel and comfort from God’s Word; and to 
assure you of the Lord’s pardon and mercy through the Holy Absolution that he pronounces in 
Christ’s name and stead. And if a Christian layman, in his own way, assures a friend who has 
admitted to such an evil act, of the Lord’s mercy and pardon, there is divine power also in that 
sharing of the gospel, for the comfort of any penitent sinner. 
     We should be prepared to help people whose consciences are burdened by guilt over this or a 
similar sin – and who now may be more troubled than ever over their past misdeed – by showing 
them the way of salvation that our heavenly Father offers to all of us through the blood of his 
Son Jesus Christ. Jesus says: “I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7, ESV). You 
can speak to such a person yourself, of the Lord’s willingness to forgive and to restore those who 
turn to him in humility. And you can and should refer anyone you know, who is in a situation 
like this, to your pastor. I will speak with anyone who needs to have a confidential visit with me 
about this kind of spiritual wound from his or her past. And our congregation can also become a 
place of healing and restoration for such a forgiven and reconciled child of God. 
 
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 
compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7, ESV).  
 
– Pastor Webber 
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     This month, on October 25, we will be hosting our annual Reformation Sunday Oktoberfest 
luncheon after the Divine Service. There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall if you would 
like to bring a dish, but doing so isn’t required in order to attend, eat, and enjoy time with each 
other. Please consider joining us! 
     As you may be aware, more videos have been released from the Center for Medical Progress, 
which show top executives of Planned Parenthood discussing remuneration for the collection of 
body parts harvested from pre-born human babies, or in some cases, harvesting organs such as 
hearts and brains from babies intentionally delivered alive and kept alive during the harvesting of 
those organs. This can, and should, be difficult to read about, see and hear, but it is one of the 
issues causing many women to flee from Planned Parenthood facilities, and we praise God for 
that! But where do they go instead?  
     For some time now, we at Redeemer and other churches in the ELS/WELS have been 
supporting the work at Alpha Pregnancy Center in Phoenix, which is a life-affirming resource for 
women in crisis pregnancies. Alpha helps them get needed medical and financial help, assists 
them in getting the resources they need to continue their pregnancies, and helps them find help to 
either keep their children after birth, or find adoption services so they can choose a suitable 
family to have their children raised in, if they can’t do so themselves.  
     This is very important work, not just in light of what Planned Parenthood has been caught 
doing, but because women deserve to be given real choices when it comes to the lives and fate of 
their children. But Alpha can’t do this work without our help, because they truly are non-profit.  
     Please consider donating what you can, whether money, baby clothes, baby food, diapers, 
wipes, toys, etc. Gifts are tax-deductible, and you don’t even have to take your donations to 
Alpha yourself. Just leave them in the Sunday school room next to the Fellowship Hall that is 
used for the Ladies Guild meetings, and Lori Wendt will take them to Alpha for you.  
 
Erica Olson 
Ladies Guild Secretary 
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On Sunday, October 25, the Redeemer Ladies Guild will sponsor the annual Oktoberfest 
luncheon following Sunday School and the Adult Class. The meal will feature bratwurst and 
other German specialties. Please use the signup sheet located on the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall to indicate number attending, and any food or beverage items you would like to 
bring. German dishes are generally encouraged but are not mandatory. 
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     Augustine Nikolai Morehouse was 
baptized during the service on 
Sunday, September 20. Joining in the 
celebration were parents Daniel and 
Lexie Morehouse; siblings Ashlie, 
Aiden, and Ava Morehouse; and 
Godparents Ronald and Erica Olson.  
 
“Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is for you and for 
your children...” (Acts 2:38-39, ESV). 
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     Joseph Quint (a member of our 
congregation) and Madelyn Sies were 
united in marriage at Redeemer on 
Saturday, September 19. We wish them 
every blessing and every happiness! 
 
“What therefore God has joined together, 
let not man separate” (Mark 10:9, ESV). 
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     A newspaper editor is quoted as saying, “A wise use of the garbage can is the secret to 
successful editing.”  
 But a wise use of the garbage can is not only the secret to successful editing; it is the 
secret to successful living as well. 
 So many lives are burdened with the trash that should have been thrown away a long time 
ago.  Old worries, silly grudges, smoldering resentments, which should have been discarded 
years ago, are frequently held onto and even nursed along from day to day as though we were 
afraid to put them down. 
     There is only one place for the worries, grudges, resentments, and sins of our lives.  That 
place is the garbage can!  Why would we want the stinky sins of our past to foul the air of a new 
day of God’s grace? 
     What a difference it would make in our families, jobs, schools, churches, our own lives, if 
each of us learned to not horde, but purge the sins from our lives!!  
The Bible says, “let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.” 
(Hebrews 12:1)  God does not want us to carry our sins.  We are to throw them away. 
     Blessed, indeed, is the person who has learned to “throw off” the worries, grudges, and 
resentments of their life.  Those people can begin and finish each day unencumbered.   The 
Apostle Paul understood the blessing of a wise use of the garbage can when he said, “Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14) 
 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
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Erica: It’s so nice to be able to have snowbirds visit our church every year, and we have really 
enjoyed the two of you. How long have you been coming to the Phoenix Valley for winters?  
 
Odean: Our first winter here was 2011-12. 
 
Erica: In what part of the valley do you stay when you come?   
 
Odean: We started out in Glendale but moved to North Phoenix last year. 
 

Erica: how long do you usually stay? 
What time of year do you come and 
when do you generally go back 
home?     
 
Odean: Generally we have been 
snowbirds about 5 months each year. 
Twice we have had high school 
graduations that have kept us here 
until the end of May. We like mid-
November to mid-April. That takes 
care of most of the winter in 
Minnesota.   
 
 

 
Mary Ellen: Odean never wants to see another snowflake. 
 
Erica: Haha! I’ve heard other snowbirds say that, too. I can’t say I blame you. Where do you live 
the rest of the year? How long have you lived there?    
 
Odean:  Minneapolis has been our home for over 50 years. 
 
Erica: That’s a long time to be dealing with those pesky snowflakes! What made you decide to 
start spending your winters here?  
 
Mary Ellen: We have family here. We are at an age when it’s good to have someone nearby for 
those times we need them. We started our snowbirding days in Florida but have no close family 
there. 
 
Erica: That makes sense. Do you have family here, then, or are they all back home?   
 
Mary Ellen:  We have two daughters here: Amy and Lylis. Mark is in Minnesota. 
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Erica: Well, that makes it nice! You have family no matter where you are! What types of things 
do you like to do here?   
 
Odean: I enjoy a bit of gardening here. We have many flower pots that need tending. We spend a 
lot of time with the morning paper and our coffee on the patio.   
 
Mary Ellen: We also enjoy entertaining, especially folks from Minnesota, and family. With 
family, if you feed them, they’ll come! I’m a quilter and I can do that anywhere and any time. 
 
Erica: Very nice! How does all that compare to what you do back home?   
 
Odean:  I guess we spend our time about the same both places. 
 
Erica: That sounds good. Tell me about your family.  
 
Mary Ellen: Odean has a lot more to tell than I do. I’m an only child, born in northern 
Minnesota.  
 
Odean: I’m the last of a family of 13, born in northern North Dakota. There are many, many 
nieces and nephews and lucky for us, they are starting to retire and finding their way to Arizona. 
We love it.   
 
Mary Ellen: Our own family is Mark, married to Deb, and they have to two married sons. Lylis  
is single. Amy is married to Jerry and they have two sons, both in college this year, one here and 
one in Tucson. Then there are three great-grandchildren in Minnesota, also. 
. 
Erica: How wonderful! How long have you been married?   
 
Odean: Forever! Really only 58 1/2 years.   
 
Mary Ellen: The best years of our lives! 
 
Erica: That’s fantastic! We have a few members who are going to be getting married in the 
upcoming months. Any advice for what makes for a long and loving marriage?   
 
Odean: Shared values and a shared faith go a long ways for a happy marriage.   
 
Mary Ellen: Love and respect are vital. Odean’s forgiving nature make it easy! 
 
Erica: I will agree with all of that! Very good advice. What kind of work did you do? Do you 
miss it?   
 
Mary Ellen: I was a career counselor at a community college. A lot of my work was with 
incoming students. I really liked working with the older students that were coming to college for 
the first time. They needed a lot of reassurance. I started college at age 32, so had a good idea 
what they were going through. I do miss the student contact.   
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Odean: Most of my working years were with U.S. Customs in Minneapolis. We worked with 
importers and custom house brokers for evaluation and taxation of merchandise. I go to monthly 
luncheons with my retired coworkers. 
 
Erica: You two really had interesting jobs! Well, as you know, our annual Women’s Mission 
Rally is coming up in February, and I heard that you will be hosting one of those speakers who’s 
going to be speaking. Do you plan on attending? Have you attended our mission rallies before?   
 
Mary Ellen: We have both gone to the last two meetings in Arizona, and will be at this one. I will 
also attend the one in Minnesota in October being hosted by our church here in Minneapolis, 
King of Grace.  
 
Erica: Oh, awesome! Now, I’m curious: What made you decide to make our church your home 
church away from home?   
 
Mary Ellen: We feel at home here! I have been ELS all my life, and Odean has been since we 
were married. We explored a little the first year in Arizona, but ELS just is where we belong. 
 
Erica: I certainly understand that. We are so glad to see you every time you come to visit, and so 
sad to see you leave. A lot of people don’t really get to know you too well in the short time 
you’re here. Is there anything you would like them to know that we haven’t already discussed?   
 
Odean: We want to let folks know that we were invited to attend the home Bible studies on 
Friday mornings and have benefited greatly from the sharing and the friendships as well as the 
Bible lessons. We recommend it!   
 
Mary Ellen: We also would also enjoy sharing a cup of coffee with folks in our home. Come on 
over! 
 
Erica: Yes, I’m so glad you enjoy those Bible studies enough to encourage others to join you! 
That’s wonderful. And you know what? I might take you up on that invitation someday! Thank 
you so much for allowing me to interview you. It’s nice to get to know the people who come 
seasonally a little better. We look forward to seeing you again this winter.  
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Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

     1 
Internet Study 
Group 
canceled 

2 
Bible 
Study 
canceled 

3 
 
 

 
4 
Pentecost 19 
9 a.m. DS 
10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

5 6 7 8 
7 p.m. Internet 
Study Group 

9 
10 a.m. 
Bible 
Study at 
the Muth 
residence 

10 

11 
Pentecost 20 
9 a.m. SW with 
Spoken 
Communion 
10:30 a.m. 
SS/Congregational 
Forum 

12 
7 p.m. Church 
Council meeting at 
the church 

13 14 15 
7 p.m. Internet 
Study Group 

16 
10 a.m. 
Bible 
Study at 
the Muth 
residence 

17 
 

18 
Pentecost 21 
9 a.m. DS 
Ladies’ Guild 
meeting after the 
service  
10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

19 20 
 

21 22 
Internet Study 
Group 
canceled 

23 
10 a.m. 
Bible 
Study at 
the Muth 
residence 

24 

25 
Reformation 
Sunday 
9 a.m. DS 
10:30 a.m. SS/AC 
11 a.m. Oktoberfest 
luncheon 

26 27 
7 p.m. Elders’ 
Meeting 

28 29 
7 p.m. Internet 
Study Group 

30 
10 a.m. 
Bible 
Study at 
the Muth 
residence 

31 

 
Abbreviations: 
DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sundays, and on major festivals 
Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 
 
 
 
The Valley Evangel 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 
 
First Class Mail 
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
We’re on the Internet! 
redeemerscottsdale.org 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


