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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: 10:30 am
Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information) 

  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Price

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
   

The church year winds down during the month of November. Sunday, November 24, will, in fact,
be the Last Sunday of the Church Year. The appointed lessons for the last few Sunday of the church year
remind us in various ways that this world is temporary and transitory. It will not endure. The end of this
world, and the judgment of all people who have ever lived in this world, will someday come. Being in a

liturgical church that follows the church year gives us an annual reminder
of these sobering realities, so that our hearts will not become too attached
to this world, to the things of this world, or even to the human
relationships that we have in this world. All these things, as we know
them now, will eventually come to an end. But one thing that we have
now will not come to an end, when everything else does come to an end.
One thing that we have now – or rather, that has us now – will endure and
survive the great cataclysm, and the great judgment, that are coming.

Jesus tells us what that is: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away ” (Matthew 24:35, ESV). And by extension,
those who live in his words, and in whom his words live, will likewise
not pass away. Those who know Christ by faith are free in Christ. They

are free from the guilt of sin, from the fear of death, and from the anxiety of uncertainty and doubt
regarding the world’s future and their own future. Jesus tells us: “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32, ESV).

As we live in this world, and as we fulfill the callings that God has given us for our time on earth,
we do, in a sense, hold onto the people and the things that God temporarily entrusts to us, as his stewards
and servants. Yet we hold all these things with a loose grip, because someday we will have to let them go,
and give them up. But there is a exception to this general rule. The words of Jesus we do not hold with a
loose grip. We will never need to let go of his words – or to let go of him as he speaks to us and comes to
us through his words. We will cling to him, and he will cling to us, forever. He said: “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no
one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28, ESV). And so we exclaim, with the confidence that
God’s Word gives us: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling” (Psalm 46:1-2, ESV).
   

– Pastor Webber
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Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION
  

The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by Timothy Keller  
    Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the
frequent doubts that skeptics, and even ardent believers, have about religion. Using literature, philosophy,
real-life conversations, and potent reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact,
a sound and rational one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand their ground
against the backlash to religion created by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics,
he provides a challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God. (Amazon)
  

The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for Jesus (Case for ... Series)
by Lee Strobel 
    In The Case for Christ, Strobel cross-examines a dozen experts with doctorates from schools such as
Cambridge, Princeton, and Brandeis, asking hard-hitting questions – and building a captivating case for
Christ’s divinity. Strobel challenges them with questions like, How reliable is the New Testament? Does
evidence for Jesus exist outside the Bible? Is there any reason to believe the resurrection was an actual
event?

Darwin's Doubt: The Explosive Origin of Animal Life and the Case for Intelligent Design by Stephen C.
Meyer  
    In Darwin’s Doubt, Stephen C. Meyer tells the story of the mystery surrounding this explosion of
animal life – a mystery that has intensified, not only because the expected ancestors of these animals have
not been found, but because scientists have learned
more about what it takes to construct an animal.
During the last half century, biologists have come
to appreciate the central importance of biological
information – stored in DNA and elsewhere in cells
– to building animal forms. (Amazon)

Hymns for the Family of God by Fred Bock 
    This comprehensive compilation by Fred Bock
employed the assistance and recommendations of
over 40 pastors, musicians and laymen, and
cooperation by scores of authors and publishers. It
was also the first-time use of the songs “He
Touched Me,” “The Lord's Prayer” and “It Is No
Secret,” now considered hymn standards [in many Christian traditions]. Congregational readings contain
scripture passages selected from among 20 respected Bible versions and appropriate inspirational writings
by Billy Graham, C.S. Lewis, Peter Marshall, Charles Allen and Oswald Chambers, among others. Over
50 optional last-verse harmonization or descants add to the beauty of these arrangements.
(christianbook.com)

New Proofs for the Existence of God: Contributions of Contemporary Physics and Philosophy by Robert
J. Spitzer  
    From universal space-time asymmetry to cosmic coincidences to the intelligibility of reality, Robert
Spitzer tackles a wealth of evidence. He considers string theory, quantum cosmology, mathematical
thoughts on infinity, and much more. This collection of evidence provides solid grounding for reasonable
and responsible belief in a super-intelligent, transcendent, creative power standing at the origins of our
universe. (Amazon)
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Think: The Life of the Mind and the Love of God by John Piper  
    John Piper’s newest book will help Christians think about thinking. Focusing on the life of the mind
helps us to know God better, love him more, and care for the world. Along with an emphasis on emotions
and the experience of God, we also need to practice careful thinking about God. Piper contends that
“thinking is indispensable on the path to passion for God.” Piper urges us to think for the glory of God.
He demonstrates from Scripture that glorifying God with our minds and hearts is not either-or, but
both-and. Thinking carefully about God fuels passion and affections for God. Likewise, Christ-exalting
emotion leads to disciplined thinking. (Amazon)
  
ANOTHER NEW ADDITION TO THE LIBRARY:
  

World magazine. World is a biweekly Christian news magazine, published in the United States by God’s
World Publications, a non-profit organization based in Asheville, North Carolina. World’s declared
perspective is one of Christian evangelical Protestantism. (Description from Wikipedia) An anonymous
donor has paid for our church to receive a subscription to this magazine. Each issue, when it comes out,
can be borrowed for a week by anyone interested in taking it home and reading it.
  

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
   

Thankful for the Gospel

A journalist was sent to study the homeless; her instructions were to gather information and write informative
articles about their lives. As she visited a homeless camp, she approached a family; mom, dad, and
ten-year-old son. They were living in a tent and just getting by day to day. She soon learned how the husband
had lost his job and how they had struggled to make ends meet and finally lost their house. She was happy to
hear that even though they were enduring such a hardship they looked forward to the day that they would be
able to get back on their feet. She asked the
little boy his thoughts and was moved by his
positive attitude as well. Her final question to
him was, “If you could have anything you
wanted, what is the one thing you would like to
have for your next birthday.” He thought for a
moment and answered, “A piece of plastic to
cover the tent.” He went on to explain that when
it rains the tent leaks and a piece of plastic
would keep them and their belongings dry.
Stories such as this one touch our hearts and
help us to realize all that we have to be thankful
for. Sadly, with all that we have; houses, cars,
jobs, etc. there are times in our lives that we find it hard to be thankful. Maybe we just lost a loved one or have
family members suffering with serious illness. Our happiness, our thankfulness is not guaranteed based on
wealth. True happiness and thankfulness have to come from a greater source. True joy and happiness come to
us as a gift from God the Father who sent His one and only Son into the world to redeem us from our sins
through His life, death on the cross and his rising again to life. He willingly sacrificed His life for us, He
willingly suffer the punishment of eternal damnation in our place. When He died on the cross all our sins were
washed away and it is only through believing in Him that God’s forgiveness becomes ours. As Scripture
teaches, “So then, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” Romans 10:17 For having such a
great gift we are indeed thankful, and our hearts are full of joy. To learn more about this great gift please join
us for worship this Thanksgiving season.
 
– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
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Ladies Guild News
   

In recent months we have learned about the first and second objectives of Redeemer Ladies Guild: 
1) To support and further Missions
2) To further and promote the Christian spirit of fellowship in the Congregation

This month we will learn about the third and final objective of the Ladies Guild:
 3) To oversee and manage committee responsibilities as listed in Article VI.

   

In summary, Article VI of the Constitution of Redeemer Ladies Guild requires that committee chairwomen
serve on a volunteer basis, with committees scheduled for updating annually in December. Four committees are
listed:

1) The Altar Guild is responsible for Communion setup and clean-up, changing paraments,
monitoring Communion supplies, cleaning linens, changing altar flowers seasonally and coordinating the
church decorating for Christmas, Good Friday and Easter.

2) The Hospitality Committee maintains the guest book and sends out a welcome letter to guests.
3) The Fellowship Committee is responsible for the kitchen and Fellowship Hall cleanliness; also

maintaining refreshment and utensil inventory and storing in an orderly manner. The Committee
coordinates special events by planning menus, setting up decorations, serving food and cleaning up. A
restroom supply inventory is stored and restocked as needed by this Committee. Also, the Church library is
maintained in organized and presentable shelving by this Committee.

4) The Funeral Committee contacts the family to coordinate the funeral luncheon and assist the
family in setting up the Sanctuary for the funeral service. The Committee will coordinate a group of
volunteers to provide side dishes for the luncheon, serve the meal and clean up after the luncheon. This
Committee also commissions a special leaf plaque to be fabricated for the “Tree of Life” in memory of the
family’s departed member.

   

Recently, the Ladies Guild has added a new entity to our responsibilities: the Alpha Resource Center. A
volunteer Ambassador maintains the donation collection center in the Fellowship Hall and delivers the collected
layette items to the Center monthly. The Ambassador also alerts the congregation about items in critical need by
Alpha and coordinates an annual diaper drive in the Spring.

From these articles over the last three months we have been reminded of how the Ladies Guild’s activities
have permeated almost every aspect of Redeemer Church’s mission. Such an important agency needs the support of
all the members and friends of the congregation, with both time and treasure. If you would like to offer monetary
support, please make your checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church, and on the Memo line write “Ladies
Guild.” If you are a lady, and would like to volunteer for Ladies Guild Activities, please meet with us on the third
Sunday of the month, immediately following the Divine Service, in Sunday School Room #1.

The members of the Ladies Guild would like to thank the Redeemer congregation for all the support, and
all the volunteer efforts, that have been provided toward the work of the Ladies Guild, through these many years.
   

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
  
  

Thanksgiving Service
   

Our National Day of Thanksgiving is coming up again, and Redeemer will once again mark
the occasion with a worship service the evening before that day. So, please join us at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, November 27, for the Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service. As is also our
custom, we will observe a “bread exchange” in conjunction with this service. Those families
that wish to participate in the bread exchange are invited to bring a special loaf of bread,
wrapped and tagged with their name, and place it on the table that will be in the front of the
nave before the beginning of the service. At the conclusion of
the service, each family that brought a loaf should go forward before leaving the sanctuary
to pick up a loaf from the table (other than the one they brought themselves), so that they can
use that bread as a part of their Thanksgiving meal the following day. And each participating
family is encouraged to remember the family whose bread they took, in their Thanksgiving Day prayers. Participation
in the bread exchange is voluntary. If you just want to attend the service, without bringing any bread, that is fine! 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
November 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 All Saints 4 5 6 7 8 9

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30am; Joint
Reformation Service
at Emmanuel LC in
Tempe 4pm.
   

Catechism Class
canceled

Elders meeting 7pm Internet Study
Group 7pm

Seman-Price
wedding
rehearsal

Jeremiah Seman-
Jennifer Price
wedding 2pm 

10 Pentecost 22 11 12 13 14 15 16

Service of the Word
w/ spoken
Communion 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30 am;
Catechism Class
6pm

Church Council
meeting 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

17 Pentecost 23 18 19 20 21 22 23

Divine Service 9am;
Ladies Guild meeting
after the service;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30am;
Catechism Class
6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

24 Last Sunday 25 26 27 Thanksgiving Eve 28 29 30

Service of the Word
w/ spoken
Communion 9am;
Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30 am;
Catechism Class
6pm

Divine Service w/
Bread Exchange 7pm

Internet Study
Group canceled

  

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


