
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

     An important event in the life of our synod, and in the life of one of our sister congregations, 
will take place at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 27 – at Christ the King Lutheran Church in 
Bell Gardens, California. Candidate Matthew Behmer, a recent graduate of Bethany Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, will be ordained and installed as pastor of the congregation, and as an 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod home missionary to the Los Angeles region. It will be my privilege, 
as the Visitor of the ELS Arizona-California Circuit, to officiate at this special service. 
     Pastor-elect Behmer has been jointly called to this bilingual Spanish-English ministry by the 
congregation and by the ELS Board for Home Outreach. This represents a new venture in cross-
cultural home missions for our church body. We pray that the Lord will bless this effort, in a 
community of greater Los Angeles that is approximately 95% Hispanic. 
     As we rejoice in this new undertaking in southern California, we can also be prompted to 
consider the ways in which our own congregation can reach out to our own neighbors – people 
of various ethnicities, and a multitude of cultural and linguistic backgrounds – with the gospel of 
Christ crucified for sinners. In our liturgy we so often sing of Jesus as the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. People from all over the world are living in the Phoenix-
Scottsdale area. With how many of them have we shared our faith, and an invitation to trust in 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins? In our liturgy we also so often sing of Jesus as the Messiah of 
salvation, who is both a light for the Gentiles and the glory of the people of Israel. How many of 
our Jewish friends have we invited to come to church with us, and to consider carefully what the 
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prophets and apostles teach regarding the eternal life that God offers through his only-begotten 
Son? 
     Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what 
we have seen...” (John 3:11, ESV). That can describe our situation, too, as we ponder how Jesus 
might want us to fulfill, in our community and region, the great commission that he has entrusted 
to his church. We know the peace of God that passes all human understanding, which comes 
from the certainty of God’s love in Christ that his gospel reveals and impresses upon us. And we 
have seen – within ourselves, and in the lives of other Christians – the way in which God’s Word 
and Spirit make us to be new creatures in Christ, through faith. These things that we know and 
see, we celebrate together on each Lord’s Day, as we joyfully gather around the living and 
forgiving presence of our Savior in his Word and Sacrament. And these things that we know and 
see, we share with others, so that by the working of God’s Spirit in their hearts, they, too, can 
know and see what we – by God’s grace – know and see. 
     This is not something, in our relationships and conversations with others, that needs to be 
forced or awkward. For us, confessing Christ is natural – in keeping with the new nature that 
God has birthed within us. And “just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God...” (1 Thessalonians 2:4, ESV). 
 
“Jesús se acercó entonces a ellos y les dijo: —Se me ha dado toda autoridad en el cielo y en la 
tierra. Por tanto, vayan y hagan discípulos de todas las naciones, bautizándolos en el nombre del 
Padre y del Hijo y del Espíritu Santo, enseñándoles a obedecer todo lo que les he mandado a 
ustedes. Y les aseguro que estaré con ustedes siempre, hasta el fin del mundo.” (Mateo 28:18-20, 
NVI)  
 
– Pastor Webber 

 

 
Pastoral Conferences in Kenya 

 

     The Lutheran “Nyamira Diocese” in Kenya is a recently-organized ecclesiastical body 
comprised of 12 pastors. Their (first) elected bishop is the Rev. Sospeter Okong’o, from the city 
of Nyamira, who was installed into office on February 28, 2016. The diocese is comprised of 120 
congregations, and includes approximately 10,000 members. Several lay church workers and 
evangelists assist the pastors in providing spiritual care to these congregations and members. The 
roots of these congregations are in mission work that was done by missionaries from Sweden in 
the twentieth century, but relations with the Church of Sweden (with which those missionaries 
had been affiliated) were severed several years ago, due to serious departures of the “mother 
church” from Biblical and Confessional norms of doctrine and morality. The pastors who formed 
this diocese had not had very much contact with overseas Lutheran groups for quite some time, 
but as a diocese they are now interested in the possibility of developing a relationship with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Pastor Webber is coordinating this developing informal 
relationship from the side of the ELS. 
     One of the crying needs of the Nyamira Diocese (according to what they have told us) is 
continuing education for their pastors. And so, we are seeking to be helpful to our new Kenyan 
friends in this area, in an innovative way, by means of offering to them a series of online pastoral 
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conferences. These conferences, which utilize the Skype program, involve presenters from 
among the clergy of the ELS logging-on from the United States to lead discussions of various 
theological and pastoral subjects; and they involve the pastors in Kenya gathering as a group in a 
centralized location with Internet access, and logging-on from their country, to listen to these 
presentations, to ask questions, and to participate in discussions. One such conference was 
already held on July 28. Another two-day conference is planned for November 16-17. 
     Because of the poverty of the Kenyan pastors and their congregations, these pastors are not 
able to afford the expenses that would be involved for such a two-day conference. These 
expenses involve bus transportation from their parishes to the conference location (and back 
again), meals for two days, and one night of hotel lodging. The approximate cost for a two-day 
conference is $512 (in U.S. Dollars). The ELS has established a special fund for any designated 
gifts that might be contributed toward these conferences expenses. 
     If anyone among the members and friends of Redeemer is interested in helping to fund this 
very worthwhile mission project, special gifts designated for “Kenya Conferences” can be placed 
in the offering plate at Redeemer, to be forwarded to the synod. Or, gifts designated in this way 
can be sent directly to the synod office in Mankato, Minnesota. 
 

 

Thanksgiving  

 
     Please join us at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23, for the Thanksgiving Eve Divine 
Service. As is our custom, a bread exchange will also be included. Those families that wish to 
participate in the bread exchange are invited to bring a special loaf of bread, wrapped and tagged 
with their name, and place it on the table that will be in the front of the nave before the beginning 
of the service. At the conclusion of the service, each family that brought a loaf should go forward 
before leaving the sanctuary to pick up a loaf from the table (other than the one they brought 
themselves), so that they can use that bread as a part of their Thanksgiving meal the following 
day. And each participating family is encouraged to remember the family whose bread they took, 
in their Thanksgiving Day prayers. (Participation in the bread exchange is voluntary. If you just 
want to attend the service, without bringing any bread, that is fine!) 
     “Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!” 
(1 Chronicles 16:8, ESV) 
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Choir Rehearsals to Resume 
 

     Please contact Carol Webber if you are interested in singing in the choir for the services on 
Advent 4 (Sunday, December 18), or Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24). Singers of all 
abilities and voice parts are welcome. Rehearsals will be held on Sunday mornings starting at 
8:30 a.m. Five rehearsals are planned - November 13 and 20, and December 4, 11, and 18. No 
rehearsal will take place on Sunday, November 27. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Thankful Thanksgiving 

 
     A journalist was on assignment in a third-world county. Walking the city streets, he struck up 
a conversation with a young boy. The boy had no home, no family. He lived day to day. His 
shelter was a cardboard box. As the journalist asked his age and found out that his birthday was 
the next day, the journalist ask him “If you could have anything you wanted, what would you 
want for your birthday?” The boy answered very quickly, “a piece of plastic.” The rain, you see, 
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often would soak the cardboard box, and all he had would be wet and cold. The plastic would 
keep him dry. That was the most wonderful thing he could imagine. 
     A story such as this helps us realize how many things we have to be thankful for, doesn’t it? 
The trouble is that even a story about the boy’s simple wish for some plastic cannot guarantee 
that we will feel thankful at Thanksgiving. Maybe our joy has become disappointment. Maybe 
heartache has devastated our family. Maybe we are in poor health. If our joy and thanksgiving 
depend on how well our lives have been going, then holidays like Thanksgiving will often be 
bland and empty. Even hearing about the poor boy living in a cardboard box will not make a 
lasting difference. 
     That’s why our source of joy and thanksgiving needs to come from something greater. God’s 
Word leads us to the truth, “Thanks be to God, Who always leads us in Christ’s triumphant 
procession…” 2 Corinthians 2:14. No matter what our circumstances are, as we believe in Jesus 
Christ, our lives are lives of triumph. Our source of joy and thanksgiving is found only in our 
Savior! The message of full forgiveness through Jesus’ life, death on the cross and His 
resurrection can transform a thankless Thanksgiving into one filled with gratitude. It transforms 
defeated lives into triumphant ones. In the end what matters is not whether our home is made of 
wood, brick, or cardboard. What matters is knowing and trusting in Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Savior. To learn more about Jesus and how He will change your lives, please join us for our 
Thanksgiving service or any of our worship services. See you there!  
 
                                                                                        (from the ELS Board for Home Outreach) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ladies’ Guild News 
 

     The Redeemer Ladies’ Guild would like to say a special “Thank you” to everyone who 
attended and helped out with the Oktoberfest luncheon after the service on October 30. We 
always have such wonderful dishes provided.  
     In other news, we continue to help support our friends at Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center in 
Phoenix. Your donations of money, baby items, and time are greatly appreciated, and needed.  
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Any items donated can be left on the table set aside for this purpose in the Fellowship Hall, and 
will be taken to the center on your behalf. Everything donated is also able to be claimed as a tax 
deduction, so let Carole Clingan or Lori Wendt know if you need a receipt, and one can be 
provided for you.  
     Alpha is also still needing people who would be willing to donate their time either at the 
center or by allowing phone calls to be transferred to your home phone for an agreed-upon length 
of time, so you can help field the phone calls they get. A training manual is available on the 
donation table in the Fellowship Hall. If you want to volunteer in person, talk to Carole Clingan 
about how to arrange that. There are specific instructions that you will need, both for finding and 
parking at the center, and also for how to keep yourself safe, because the center isn't in a very 
good neighborhood. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amazon “Smile” Program 
  

     The Amazon online retailing website has a special program called “Smile,” according to 
which qualifying purchases through Amazon result in donations being made by Amazon to 
recognized charities, in the amount of .5% of the purchase price. Our congregation is registered 
with Amazon as such a charity. And so, if and when you do any shopping on the Amazon 
website, you may be able to help our congregation financially by becoming a participant in their 
“Smile” program. Begin by logging into Amazon through this special URL: smile.amazon.com. 
Then, designate Redeemer Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, AZ, as your chosen charity. A dedicated 
link to locate our church within Amazon’s system is: smile.amazon.com/ch/86-0804217. And in 
the future, whenever you go onto the Amazon website, just make sure that you log in through the 
special “Smile” URL (smile.amazon.com) rather than the ordinary URL (amazon.com), before 
making your purchases, and your qualifying purchases will automatically result in a donation 
being made to Redeemer. We are not advocating that you shop through Amazon rather than 
through some other online or neighborhood retailer. But if you shop through Amazon anyway, 
you might as well do it in a way that helps your church! 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church  November 2016  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

  1 2 3 
7 p.m. Internet 
Study Group 

4 
10 a.m. Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

5 

6 
All Saints 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

4 p.m. Special 
Anniversary 
Service at Fort 
Mohave 

7 
Pastor Webber 
on vacation 

8 
Pr. Webber 
on 
vacation 

9 
Pr. Webber on 
vacation 

10 
Internet Study 
Group canceled 
 
Pr. Webber on 
vacation 

11 
10 a.m. Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

12 

13 
Pentecost 26 

8:30 a.m. Choir  
9 a.m. SW 
w/Spoken 
Communion 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

14 
7 p.m. Church 
Council at the 
Muth residence  

15 16 17 
7 p.m. Internet 
Study Group 

18 
10 a.m. Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

19 

20 
Last Sunday of 

the Church Year 

8:30 a.m. Choir  
9 a.m. DS 

Ladies Guild after 
the service  
10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

21 22 
7 p.m. 
Elders 
meeting 

23 
Thanksgiving 

Eve 

7 p.m. DS, with 
bread exchange  

24 
Thanksgiving  

 
Internet Study 
Group canceled 

25 
Bible Study 
canceled  

26 

27 
Advent 1 

9 a.m. SW 
w/Spoken 
Communion  
10:30 a.m. SS/AC  
(Guest Pastor: Rev. 
Allen Schroeder) 
4:30 p.m. 
Ordination of 
Matthew Behmer, 
Bell Gardens, CA 

28 29 
 

30      

 
Abbreviations: 

DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, usually on 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sundays, and on major festivals 
Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service 
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 
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The Valley Evangel 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 

 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

We're on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 
 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


