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Last month I passed a milestone in my personal history, and 

simultaneously, the congregation passed a milestone in its 

corporate history. Last month marked the tenth anniversary of my 

installation as Pastor of the congregation. The longest I have 

served anywhere else was eight years, in Ukraine (immediately 

before I arrived here). So, my time in Scottsdale has been longer 

than the time I have spent in any other call during my ministry. 

And my ten-year pastorate is the longest pastorate in the history 

of the Redeemer congregation and of its predecessor 

congregation (Christ the Cornerstone). So, I guess we have 

become comfortable with each other over the past decade, as we 

have made history together in this small corner of the Lord’s 

church. 

     But there have been a lot of changes during those ten years. 

Personally, my hair is grayer and thinner, my eyesight is weaker, 

and my belt length is longer. My own children have all grown to 

adulthood, and Carol and I are now welcoming grandchildren into 

our family tree. And the make-up of the membership of the 

congregation has changed significantly during the past decade. 

Only nine of the currently active member-families of the church 

were here ten years ago. All the rest have joined since my arrival. 

     During the time of my ministry here, I have baptized 18 

infants and children, and 3 adults. I have confirmed 6 youths, and 

5 adults. I have joined in marriage 6 couples. And I have 

officiated at 11 funerals and memorial services. By means of 

these official acts, and also in other less formal ways, I have been 

involved in some key events, both happy and sad, in the lives of 

many families of the church. This has been a privilege, for which 

I thank the Lord of the church. During these ten years, not one 

Lord’s Day has passed, which did not see – within the walls of 

our sanctuary – the preaching of the gospel of Christ crucified for 

sinners. And if my memory serves, on only two of those Sundays 

was the Lord’s Supper not also made available to God’s people, 

for the confirmation and strengthening of their faith.  

Continued on page 2 
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued from page 1 
  

     We know that the church of Jesus Christ is eternal, and that the church will remain on this 

earth until Jesus returns. But we do not know that any particular congregation, in any particular 

community, will remain. History tells many sad tales of the disillusion of Christian churches, and 

of the take-over of entire Christian regions by the militant forces of Islam, Communism, and 

secularism. Individual Christians also migrate during a lifetime, from one church to another – as 

they move from one community to another, and occasionally even from one country to another. 

And sometimes so many people migrate away from a particular church, that the church closes. It 

is always regrettable when this happens. 

     But God, in his mercy, has allowed our congregation not only to survive, but to flourish. He 

has preserved this congregation to us, so that we can come here to be instructed, comforted, 

admonished, and encouraged by his Word – in all the various circumstances of life in which we 

may find ourselves. God has preserved this congregation to us, so that we can come here to pray 

together, to sing together, to commune together, and to be forgiven together; and to be melded 

together as a family of faith – in mutual love, forbearance, and kindness. And God has preserved 

this congregation to us, so that we can invite our friends and neighbors to come with us – to a 

place where they, too, will be able to hear the saving message of Jesus, to be touched by his 

grace, and to be filled with his life and hope. 

     We have experienced all this, together, for the past ten years. And now, as we move forward 

together, we hope and pray that these joys and blessings will continue. And we are optimistic, 

because God is always faithful to his Word and promises, even when we are weak. We do not 

know the details of our future – as individuals or as a congregation. But we do know that God 

will be a part of our future. We know that Jesus will be our companion and protector in life and 

in death. We know that his gospel will continue to sound forth in this world, through us and 

through others; and that it will continue to be believed until his glorious return on the last day. 

May God’s grace continue to work in our hearts, so that all of us will be among those who 

continue to believe it. And may God’s grace continue to work in our congregation, so that all of 

us will be able to continue to believe it here. 

 

“Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 

established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7, 

ESV).  

 

– Pastor Webber 
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Thanksgiving 
 

    Please join us at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, November 25, for the Thanksgiving Eve Divine 

Service. As is our custom, a bread exchange will also be included. Those families that wish to 

participate in the bread exchange are invited to bring a special loaf of bread, wrapped and tagged 

with their name, and place it on the table that will be in the front of the nave before the beginning 

of the service. At the conclusion of the service, each family that brought a loaf should go forward 

before leaving the sanctuary to pick up a loaf from the table (other than the one they brought 

themselves), so that they can use that bread as a part of their Thanksgiving meal the following 

day. And each participating family is encouraged to remember the family whose bread they took, 

in their Thanksgiving Day prayers. (Participation in the bread exchange is voluntary. If you just 

want to attend the service, without bringing any bread, that is fine!) 
 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!” (1 

Chronicles 16:8, ESV) 
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New Members  

 

 

 

     During the service on 

Reformation Sunday, three 

people were received into 

communicant membership by 

profession of faith: Karl Heine, 

Madelyn Quint, and Thomas 

Chasty. We are glad to have 

you as members of the 

Redeemer family! “Therefore 

welcome one another as Christ 

has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God” (Romans 15:7, 

ESV). 
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Pastor Webber's 10th Anniversary  
 

     A surprise reception for Pastor Webber was held after the service on October 11, to mark the 

tenth anniversary of his installation as Pastor at Redeemer. Also noted in this celebration was his 

recently having been granted his diploma for the degree of Master of Sacred Theology, in 

Bloomington, Minnesota, on September 29. Pastor Webber earned this degree during several 

years of part-time study through the Institute of Lutheran Theology in Brookings, South Dakota. 

 Pastor Webber’s Installation on                        Pastor and Carol Webber at the anniversary 

            October 16, 2005                                                reception, October 18, 2015 

 

 

Pastor Webber receiving his Master of Sacred Theology diploma from Dr. Eugene 

Bunkowske, chairman of the board of the Institute of Lutheran Theology, while Dean of 

Students Timothy Swenson looks on. 
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Ladies' Guild News 
 

     Alpha Pregnancy Center is a pregnancy crisis center in Phoenix, which helps girls or women 

with crisis pregnancies get the help they need. They receive life-affirming counseling, spiritual 

guidance through our sister congregations in the WELS, assistance with food and clothing for 

themselves and their children, and assistance with medical care and other expenses. They need 

diapers and wipes, baby food, clothing for mothers and their babies, and money. And of course 

they can always use our prayers. If you have anything that you can and are willing to donate, 

please leave it in the Sunday school room next to the fellowship hall where the ladies have our 

meetings. We have not been getting very many donations lately, but we should try to be more 

helpful especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming up. The Ladies’ Guild is 

considering putting out a table in the fellowship hall with a list of needed items, to make the 

reminder more visible.  All donations given to Alpha are tax-deductible, and will go directly to 

the center, the women and children using its services, and their needs. No gift is too small (or too 

large!) to be donated. Lori Wendt will deliver any and all donations to the center. 

 

Thank you to those who made the celebration for Pastor Webber’s tenth anniversary as our 

pastor so memorable. He was very surprised! We also wish to thank everyone who made food 

and/or joined us for our Reformation luncheon, and the reception for new members, on October 

25. It was well-attended, and the food was excellent. 

 

Erica Olson 

Ladies’ Guild Secretary 

 

New Member Interview: Thomas (“T. J.”) Chasty 
Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant 

 

Erica: We are so blessed to have you as one of our newest 

members! I know you are married and that you and your 

wife have a little girl who was baptized in our church. Tell 

me about them.  

 

TJ: Jenni and I met in 2008 in Michigan. We met at the 

Starbucks where Jenni was working at the time. It was 

Labor Day and my birthday, but I had gone to that store for 

a meeting and had brought some work with me (a role of 

drawings under my arm). I could elaborate further on the 

story, but it is something that is really best told in person! In 

2011, we moved to Arizona and we were married in 2014 in 

a service back in Michigan. Caris, our daughter, was born in 

March of 2015, so the past year or so has been a whirlwind 

of life-changing events! 

 

Continued on next page 



November 2015 

 7 

Erica: Jenni, I hear, is Catholic. Was it difficult for you, or is it still, to go to different churches?   

 

TJ: Jenni was raised Catholic, she went to Catholic grade school and Catholic high school in 

Michigan. I was raised Lutheran, but I went to public grade school and public high school in 

Wisconsin. We both went to college in Michigan, however switched it up a bit as Jenni attended 

a public university and I attended a Catholic university. Our paths appeared to be separate paths, 

that diverged again just as they appeared that they may come together. The two of us getting 

together really just came down to a chance meeting and a caramel machiatto. Church kind of 

faded away for both of us in college as we concentrated on our education and starting out on our 

own. Now that we have a child we determined that it was time to return to the church as we both 

felt that we wanted to give our child a religious foundation. Jenni hasn't found a Catholic church 

here in Arizona and isn't set on returning to Catholicism.  

 

Erica: Where do you both work?   

 

TJ: I work at Hobbs+Black Architects in Scottsdale where I work on designing hospitals, clinics, 

and rehab facilities for local health organizations such as Banner Medical, Phoenix Children's 

Hospital, Mayo Clinic, and Tucson Medical Center. Jenni works at Starbucks on Mayo and the 

101 where she works part-time as a shift supervisor. 

 

Erica: That sounds like very interesting work! It also sounds like you live pretty close to church, 

right? 

 

TJ: Only a couple of miles. We recently bought a house in Tatum Highlands which is East of 

Tatum at Jomax. 

 

Erica: What made you decide to make Redeemer your home church?   

 

TJ: I visited a few churches in the area and Redeemer was the only one that reminded me of the 

churches that I grew up in as a child. I'm not a fan of big congregations; I like Redeemer because 

it is small, cozy, and everyone seems to know everyone else. 

 

Erica: Yes, we are very much like a family here. What was your first impression of the church 

like?   

 

TJ: It was great. As I said, I visited some other churches in the area and was discouraged by their 

size and overall feel. I first visited with my mother who was in town from Wisconsin visiting us 

just after Caris was born. We both enjoyed the church and the service very much! In fact, you 

will likely be seeing more of my mom as she will be renting an apartment here for a few months 

over the winter (another snowbird) and plans on making Redeemer her church while she is here. 

 

Erica: Oh, that's fantastic! The more, the merrier! You said that you and Jenni are from the 

Wisconsin and Michigan areas. We have a lot of snowbirds from there. Where exactly did you 

live?   

 

Continued on next page 
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TJ: I am from Hartford, Wisconsin, which is a small town northwest of Milwaukee. Jenni is from 

Plymouth, Michigan, which is another small town just east of Ann Arbor or northwest of Detroit. 

 

Erica: Other than your mom becoming a snowbird here soon, do you have family in the area?  

 

TJ: No, both our families, and most of our friends for that matter, live in either Wisconsin or 

Michigan where we grew up…. 

 

Erica: What kind of hobbies do you both have? What do you like to do in your spare time?   

 

TJ: Jenni enjoys hiking, particularly the McDowell Mountain trails. I enjoy training and running 

triathlons. Triathlon is a sport that combines swimming, cycling, and distance running in a single 

race. The race distances vary from reasonably small sprint distance races (500m swim, 13.1mi 

bike, 3.1 mile run) to extraordinarily long Ironman races (2.4mi swim, 112mi bike, 26.2mi run). 

In November 2014 I ran the Arizona Ironman in Tempe. It took me most of the day to finish... 

but I finished! 

 

Erica: That takes a lot of dedication and endurance! Good for you! Not everyone could do 

something so physically demanding. Well, thank you for allowing me to interview you! It's so 

wonderful to have you with us. We're looking forward to seeing you on Sundays and getting to 

know you even better! Welcome! 

 
 

Choir Rehearsals to Resume 
 

     Please contact Carol Webber if you are interested in singing in the choir for the services on 

Sunday, December 20 (Advent 4), and/or on Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve). Singers 

of all abilities and voice parts are welcome. Rehearsals will be at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings 

(November 29 and December 6, 13 and 20) before the 9:00 a.m. service. 
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 Redeemer Lutheran  Church November  2015  
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

1 
All Saints 

Day 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

2 3  4 5 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

6 
10 a.m. 

Bible 

Study at 

the Muth 

residence  

7 
Shaylene 

Jessup-

Sean 

Scheele 

Wedding 

8 
Pentecost 24 

9 a.m. SW 

with Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

9 10 11 12 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

(corrected) 

13 
Bible 

Study 

canceled 

14 

15 
Pentecost 25 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies' 

Guild 

meeting 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

16 
7 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

at the Muth 

residence 

(rescheduled from 

Nov. 9) 

17 18 19 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

20 
10 a.m. 

Bible 

Study at 

the Muth 

residence 

21 

 

22 
Pentecost 26 

9 a.m. SW 

with Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

23 24 
 

25 
Thanksgiving 

Eve  

7 p.m. DS and 

Bread 

Exchange  

26 
Internet Study 

Group canceled 

27 
Bible 

Study 

canceled  

28 

29 
Advent 1 

8:30 a.m. 

Choir 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. 

SS/AC 

30      

 

Abbreviations: 

DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 

Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on 

the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

 

 



November 2015 

 10 

The Valley Evangel 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 

7670 East Jomax Road 

Scottsdale, AZ 85266 

 
Pastor David Jay Webber 

Phone: 480-585-7002 

Or: 480-621-7394 

Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

 

First Class Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

We're on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


