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“For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those 

at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, that their hearts 
may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full 
assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(Colossians 2:1-3, ESV). 
     With these words, St. Paul speaks of the importance of Christians growing 
into their faith in a proper way, so that they will be ever deepened in the 
comfort, knowledge, and wisdom that God gives through his Word to those 
who know Christ. But this is not an individualistic thing. It includes the hope 
on Paul’s part that the Christians who are gathered in the congregations at 
Colossae, at Laodicea, and elsewhere, will be “knit together in love.” 
     The Greek word that is translated here as “knit together” means literally to 
unite by forcing or driving together. When things or people have been knit 
together in this way, their union with each other is now essentially permanent. 
They are not just loosely piled up together, so that they can easily be 
separated again. Rather, they have been joined and connected to each other, 
and intertwined with each other, so as to become one thing together. 
     As Paul’s words remind us, this is what happens in a Christian 
congregation – or at least this is what should happen. As new people are 
baptized into Christ and are brought to faith in the gospel of Christ, or as new 
people are transplanted from another Christian community, they are also 
weaved into the texture of the congregation where they will now be nurtured 
and sustained in their faith by the means of grace. 
     It is perhaps easier and less challenging to add one or two new people to a 
church per year, as compared to the task of assimilating a dozen or more each 
year – just as it is easier to stir a pinch of pepper into the soup, than to stir in a 
whole bowl full of chopped vegetables. But here at Redeemer, the Lord is not 
bringing one or two people to us every once in a while. He is bringing many, 
from all parts of the country, and from a variety of religious backgrounds. For 
the past few years there has been a continuous stream of new members and 
new seasonal worshipers. And yet the Lord is still teaching us, through the 
Apostle Paul, that all of us – new members and old members alike – are to be 
continuously “knit together in love.” 
     Human weakness being what it is, these kinds of major changes in the 
make-up of a congregation’s membership can be a challenging thing to some 
churches. Christians can be tempted by such changes to develop rivalries, 
jealousies, and other tensions among themselves. But I have not noticed those 
kinds of problems here. What I have noticed instead, is that the more … 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 
recent members are being warmly welcomed by the long-term members; that the younger people are being 
embraced by the older people; and that we are all blending together quite smoothly, enriching each other and 
the church as a whole with our respective gifts. 
     I am thankful that the Lord of the church has led the members of Redeemer to learn deeply, and to 
continue to learn, the important lessons that St. Paul teaches us. I am grateful to see that the members of 
Redeemer are not allowing themselves to be distracted away from the Word of God by fears or criticisms of 
each other. Instead, they are keeping their eyes focused – together – on Christ, “in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
     As the Lord continues to bring maturation and expansion to our congregation, let us also continue to be 
open to his guidance in these ways. As we, in Christ, continue to respect and appreciate each other, we will 
indeed also continue to be “knit together in love” – in a mutual love for Christ; and in a mutual love for our 
congregation, and for everyone in it. 
     Every one of us is a gift from God to the rest of us. Through each of us, God will continue to bless all of 
us. “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone...” (Ephesians 2:19-20, ESV). 
 
– Pastor Webber 
 

 

Presentation on Lutheranism in Central Africa 
 
     Pastor Kirby Spevacek, well-known to our congregation, serves periodically as a visiting instructor at the 
Lutheran Church of Central Africa Seminary in Lusaka, Zambia. During what would otherwise be the Adult 
Class hour on Sunday, November 24, Pastor Spevacek will share with us a special presentation on his work in 
the seminary; and on the work of the LCCA, in Zambia, Malawi, and neighboring countries.  
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Member Interview: Jeff and Julie Nelson 
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant) 

 

 

Erica: So, Pastor Webber mentioned to me that you're returning members, 
but you must have been members here and left before my husband and I, 
as well as a number of others, joined Redeemer. When were you members 
before, and for how long? 
  
Julie: We joined Redeemer in 1997. We were the ninth and tenth 
members of this new congregation. Jeff was chairman of the congregation 
for seven years. 
 

Erica: What made you decide to come back? 
  
Julie: I took early retirement two years ago and asked Wayne Anderson 
about the Bible study at Redeemer. He invited me to come one Friday 
morning, which I did, and have been there ever since. I was very 
impressed with Pastor’s leadership and knowledge, so we started visiting 

Redeemer on occasion. We then decided this is where we wanted to be, as we wanted the traditional worship 
again. 
  
Erica: Have a lot of things changed here in the time you were gone? 
  
Julie: Yes, many. There are a lot of new, young families, which is very encouraging. 
  
Erica: Did it surprise you to see so many new and younger people here when you came back, including all 
the babies? 
  
Julie: We are very happy to see so many young people who still want the traditional worship. 
  
Erica: Have you always been members of the ELS? 
  
Julie: No. We moved from Minneapolis 27 years ago where we were members of a large ALC (now ELCA) 
congregation. We did not like the liberal direction of the ELCA, so we joined a LCMS church in Scottsdale. 
We were there for many years and they, too, started taking a more liberal path. That’s when we joined the 
ELS. 
 

Erica: Tell me about your family.  
 

Julie: I have one sister a year younger who is married and has two grown sons.  They live in Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota.  My parents have joined the Church Triumphant. We do not have any children. 
 

Jeff:  I have one younger brother who lives in Minneapolis. My father is 86 and my mom is 82 and they are 
still going strong. They live in Duluth, Minnesota. 
  
Julie: We will celebrate our 36th wedding anniversary on November 5. 
 

Erica: Congratulations! That’s wonderful! What kind of work did or do you do? 
 (continued on Page 4) 
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Member Interview (continued from Page 3) 
Julie: I have always worked in the financial field. The position from which I retired was one of Operations Manager for 
an investment management company. We did portfolio management for large insurance companies all over America. I 
was there for 16 years. 
  
Jeff: I am still working (as I’m 6 years younger than Julie), but hope to take early retirement as well. I have been in the 
healthcare field for 25 years, primarily hiring doctors for hospitals all around the country. 
  
Erica: Do you have any hobbies? 
  
Julie: I love to read and have been able to do a lot more since retiring. I also work out, swimming laps in our pool all 
summer and biking all winter. I have had both knees replaced and can no longer do the high impact activities. I also 
volunteer every Thursday at Scottsdale Healthcare Thompson Peak Hospital, which I thoroughly enjoy. 
  
Jeff: I enjoy reading as well, and like most guys, enjoy watching sports. I also do the majority of the cooking. 
  
Erica: Very good! Well, I'm very thankful that you took time to let me interview you! And welcome back! We're so 
glad to have you.  
 

 

Redeemer Library News 
 

     Several books have recently been added to the collection. Our parish library catalogue can be viewed online here: 
www.librarything.com/catalog/Redeemer1  A link to this catalogue can also be found on the church home page. 
     Pastor Webber donated a copy of his book Spiritual Fathers: A Treatise on the Lutheran Doctrine of the Ministry, 

with Special Reference to Luther’s Large Catechism. Among several recent donations from the Nelsons is The Hammer 

of God: A Novel about the Cure of Souls, by Bo Giertz. The Macholls have donated A Historical Atlas of the Jewish 

People: From the Time of the Patriarchs to the Present, by Elie Barnavi, as well as several other histories of Biblical 
times. Some other acquisitions include books that had been recommended by Pastor Webber: Lift High This Cross: The 

Theology of Martin Luther, by Eugene F.A. Klug; Reason to Believe, by R.C. Sproul; and Why I Am a Lutheran: Jesus 

at the Center, by Daniel Preus. 
 

 

Choir Rehearsals to Resume 
 

     Please contact Carol Webber if you are interested in singing in the choir for the services on Sunday, December 22 
(Advent 4), and/or on Tuesday, December 24 (Christmas Eve). Singers of all abilities and voice parts are welcome. 
Rehearsals will take place on Sunday mornings in December before the 9:00 a.m. service. 

 

 

Matching Challenge 
 

     We are currently in the midst of a $5,000 matching challenge, offered by an anonymous donor, for the paying down 
of the principle on our congregation’s mortgage – which is held by the Trustees of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
This matching challenge will be in effect through the end of December. Special offerings and gifts, designated for 
mortgage reduction, that are received between now and then, will be effectively doubled by this match (up to the 
amount of $5,000). We are once again very grateful for the generosity of this donor, and for the encouragement that this 
generosity provides to all of us. 
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Thanksgiving and Bread Exchange 
     Join us for the Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service (Word & Sacrament) on Wednesday, November 28, at 7 
p.m. As is our custom, this service will also include a “bread exchange.” Each household in attendance is 
invited to bring a special loaf of bread of some kind – wrapped and tagged with the name of those who 
brought it – and to place that loaf of bread on the table that will be located at the front of the nave, before the 
beginning of the service. At the conclusion of the service, each family that brought a loaf then goes forward 
to pick up a loaf from the table (other than the one they brought themselves), to use as a part of their 
Thanksgiving meal the following day. And each participating family is encouraged to remember the family 
whose bread they took, in their prayers that day. Participation in the bread exchange is voluntary, of course, 
and those who choose not to participate in it are still welcome – and encouraged! – to come to church. 
 
 

Voters’ Meeting 
 

     At the quarterly congregational meeting that was held on October 14, Fred Lingenfelder, upon his request, 
was granted a transfer to Our Savior Lutheran Church (WELS) in Sun City, which is the community in which 
he lives. We are grateful for the multifaceted service that Fred rendered to our congregation during his time 
with us, and we wish him well in his new church home. Since Fred held the offices of Elder and Treasurer at 
Redeemer, his departure to a sister congregation necessitated that these positions be filled by new people. We 
are happy to report that Bill Muth was elected by the voters to complete Fred’s term as Redeemer’s Treasurer, 
and that Keven Ficken was appointed to serve until the end of the year as Elder – together with Wayne 
Anderson, Norman Hartigan, and Matthew Wendt, who also serve as Elders. 
     Also at the quarterly congregational meeting, nine people were received into membership – with the 
understanding that these membership accessions will be publicly acknowledged, in turn, on appointed 
Sundays. We are grateful to our Savior Jesus Christ, the Lord of his church, that he is blessing our 
congregation in so many ways: with new members and new visitors; and with a strengthening of the faith of 
those who are already here. It is the gospel of Jesus Christ that draws his people together, and gathers them 
around his Word and Sacraments. And it is the gospel of Jesus Christ that renews and preserves his people in 
their relationship with him and with each other. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16, ESV). 
 
 

Updated Parish Directory 
 

     An updated parish directory will soon be published. This illustrated directory will include not only the official 
members of Redeemer, but also “friends” of the congregation (such as seasonal attendees, and non-members who 
visit periodically). If you are new to the church and need to have your picture taken; if you would like to have a 
different picture of yourself and your household in the new directory; or if you do not have a picture in the current 
directory but want to have one in the new directory, please contact our church photographer, Erica Olson. You 
may also submit a photograph of your own, if you wish. If you are new to the church, so that you are not sure that 
the Pastor has all of your contact information; if any of your contact information has changed since the last 
directory was printed; or if you want to add any additional contact information, please contact Pastor Webber. 
     The information that we ordinarily publish in the directory is as follows: the names of everyone in your 
household, the membership status of everyone in your household (baptized member, communicant member, 
voting member, or non-member), your physical address, your mailing address, telephone number(s), cell phone 
number(s), and email address(es). You may, however, request that certain data of this nature be omitted, if you 
prefer to keep it private. This directory is printed and distributed internally. It is not placed on the Internet, and 
people are asked not to share the information in it with others, without the permission of the people involved. 

 



The Valley Evangel, November 2013 Page 6 

Devotion: “Take Out the Trash” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
CCaasstt  aallll  yyoouurr  aannxxiieettyy  oonn  HHiimm  
  bbeeccaauussee  HHee  ccaarreess  ffoorr  yyoouu..  

11  PPeetteerr  55::77  
 

     If you were asked to write down your top-ten favorite places, it’s hard to imagine “a landfill” making 
anybody’s list. There’s nothing pretty about a landfill. There’s nothing attractive or inviting about a place 
where trash is piled high and deep. It’s no fun to be at a landfill; all you can do is watch the pile get bigger. 
And you certainly wouldn’t want to take home any souvenirs! 
     But in 1 Peter 5:7, God is inviting us (if it can be said this way) to treat him like a landfill. “Pile it up!” he 
says. “Keep it coming! I can take it! Cover me with it!” 
     What kind of trash is God asking us to cover him with? Anxiety. Worry about the future. Stress of the 
present. Burdens from the past. All the things that pile up and make life feel like an endless slog through a 
murky, mucky swamp. All the things that press hard and cause pain, on the inside and the outside.  
     God says, “Throw it all on me!” He wants to take away all those burdens. He wants to remove the guilt 
from the sins of the past. He wants to hold us up under the stress of the present. He wants to show us the way 
into the future. 
     But, as ugly as it sounds, he wants to do that by taking those burdens onto himself. In fact, he already has 
taken those burdens when Jesus Christ bore the sins of the whole world. He carried all of them when he died 
on the cross. He didn’t drop anybody’s burden of sin. He didn’t leave anybody’s out so that now they’re stuck 
carrying their own. 
     Do you know people who help others so much that they hardly have any time left for themselves? You can 
marvel at how much they give of themselves, how many burdens they carry for other people. But if you 
would ever ask them how they can possibly do so much to help others, the answer might come back so 
plainly, “I just love them.” 
     God’s attitude toward you is so full of love—so overflowing with love—that no matter how many of your 
burdens you pile on him, his love will still spill out for you through Jesus. So take out the trash! Cast all your 
anxiety on Him because He cares for YOU! 

 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 

 



24 
Last Sunday of the Church Year 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/Special Presentation by 
Pastor Kirby Spevacek on the Lutheran 

Church of Central Africa 

17 
Pentecost 26 

9 a.m. DS 
Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

10 
Pentecost 25 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 
10:30 a.m. SS/Congregational Forum 

 

3 
All Saints 

9 a.m. DS  
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ Meeting after AC (rescheduled) 
4 p.m. WELS Area Reformation 

Service at Arizona Lutheran Academy 

 

Sunday 

25 

18 

11 
 

4 
7 p.m. Church 

Council at the 
church 

(rescheduled 
from Nov. 11) 

 
 

Monday 

26 
 

19 
 

12 
 

5 
 

 

Tuesday 

27 
Thanksgiving Eve 
7 p.m. DS with 

Bread Exchange 

20 
 

13 
 

6 
 

 

Wednesday 

28 
Thanksgiving 
Internet Study Group 

canceled 

21 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

14 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

7 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

 

Thursday 

29 
10 a.m. Bible Study 
at the Nelson 

residence 

22 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Nelson 
residence 

15 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Nelson 
residence 
 

 

8 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Nelson 
residence 

1 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Nelson 
residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

30 

23 

16 
 

9 
 

2 

Saturday 
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 
lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


