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From the Pastor’s desk 
 

As most of you know, my daughter-in-law Ruth passed away on September 30, at the age of 24, 
after a brave battle with stomach cancer. She leaves a husband of two years (my son Paul) and an eight-
month-old son (my grandson John). I and other family members were with Ruth during her final days. 
The role that I played at that deeply trying time was partly that of a father, and partly that of a pastor. 
Specifically as the latter, I led Ruth through the service of “The Commendation of the Dying,” and often 
prayed with her and spoke to her of Christ, of his love, and of the eternal life that he promises those who 
trust in him and cling to him. 

In one sense this was very hard to do. I have ministered to dying people on many occasions. But 
on this occasion there was an obvious personal dimension that made it emotionally difficult for me to bid 
farewell to a daughter-in-law whom Carol and I loved so deeply, and who had been such a good wife to 
our son and such a good mother to our grandson. 

But in another sense it was relatively easy to help Ruth in her passage from this world, because 
of what her life as a Christian had been like. Throughout her life, when it was the Lord’s Day, she was in 
the Lord’s house. She knew the hymns of our church. She had played them on the organ and the piano, 
and had sung them, so many times, that they had become a part of her. She knew the hallmark prayers 
and creeds of the Liturgy. After years of weekly repetition, she could recognize them, and recite them, in 
an instant. She also knew the general content of the Bible. Her faith resonated with its familiar stories 
and imagery, from many years of Sunday School and Bible Study, sermons and catechism classes. 

And so, when this greatest testing of her faith came, she was thoroughly equipped to endure that 
test, and to shine brightly in Christ in the midst of it. A few brief words on my part – about Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd, or about the joy of Paradise – triggered within her a memory of the totality of what those 
phrases refer to in Scripture. The hymns that we sang, and to which we listened, gave instant clarity and 
definition to the otherwise tumultuous and uncertain emotions of the moment. The confession of sins and 
the absolution, the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, reminded her of the constancy of Christ, and 
of his abiding presence with her – then, as always. 

Ruth’s life was filled with many worthwhile activities: music, drama, track, baking, cooking, and 
various jobs. Having friends, and spending time with friends, were important priorities, and through her 
friendship many people were enriched. Her life was definitely not boring or uninteresting. But as a teen, 
and as a young woman, she never thought that it was “un-cool” to be a Christian or to go to church. On 
Sunday mornings, when God’s people were gathering for worship, she never thought that there was 
something more important to do, or that there was some other place where she would rather be. 

She was right. Oh, was she ever right. Because Ruth had known how to live in Christ, when the 
time came she knew how to die in Christ. Because she had believed in Christ in life, it was the most 
natural thing for her – according to her new nature – to believe in him also in death. Because God’s Word 
had so thoroughly shaped her experiences in this world, it was able more easily to shape her passing 
into the next world. Her passing was without fear, without regret, and with a certain hope that she would 
see Christ, even as she knew that he had been seeing her, and protecting her, and taking care of her, for 
24 years. 

As she lay on her deathbed, and as her mortal life slowly ebbed away, she was not groping for 
words, or searching for some kind of sentimental feeling to sustain her. She was resting peacefully in the 
sure and certain words of God, and of faith, that she had always known. And she was calmly trusting in a 
Savior: a Savior whom she had known by faith since the day of her baptism, personally and intimately, 
through his  appointed  means  of  grace;  a Savior who makes and keeps promises to all his people, and  
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whose promises can be believed without hesitation, regardless of how we feel. 

This newsletter goes out to many people who formally belong to Redeemer Lutheran Church, or 
who have had some kind of connection with the congregation in the past, but who now very seldom if 
ever join us for worship. As a pastor I do always try to be responsive to requests for my time and 
attention, and to be available whenever someone lets me know that I am needed. But I have never been 
very good at chasing down people who don’t seem to want to hear from me or to see me. I’m not very 
good at pestering delinquent or inactive members, especially not in person. 

But this is my prayer right now: I pray that all the inactive people who have allowed themselves to 
become strangers to the Lord’s house, and who get this newsletter, are reading this column right now. I 
pray that the story of my daughter-in-law, and of her faithfulness, will trigger within them an awareness of 
their need for Christ, for his Word, and for the worship of his church. 

You do not know how long you have in this world. If you are young, don’t assume anything. Ruth 
was young. If God were to call for your soul tomorrow, or next week, or next month, would you know how 
to die? The way to know how to die, is to know how to live. If you regularly absent yourself from worship 
and from the ministry of Word and Sacrament; and if you regularly ignore God’s gifts and promises so 
that you are likely forgetting those gifts and promises, then, unfortunately, you do not know how to live. 

But you can learn – or relearn – how to live, so that you can thereby learn how to die too. You can 
learn how to live and how to die in the same way as Ruth did. Come to church. Listen. Pray. Sing. 
Repent and confess. Hear and believe. Let yourself become familiar with Christ once again, by becoming 
familiar with his church once again. He has promised that he is present wherever two or three are 
gathered together in his name. He is present to forgive you, and to give you a new beginning in your 
relationship with him. He is waiting for you. We are waiting for you. 

If you are not able to come to church, then call me. I will bring church to you. If I am invited, I will 
visit. If I visit, I will share God’s Word with you, I will pray with you, I will counsel you and encourage you 
from the Scriptures. God cares about you and so do I. I really mean that. 

This is serious. As I can tell you from recent personal experience, this is deadly serious. Please 
think about what I have said. And then, with God’s help and guidance, please act on what I have said! 
 
– Pastor Webber 
 
 

The church website 
 
Check out the “Videos” page in the church website: redeemerscottsdale.org/videos.html  You will find 
links to several feature-length movies, to various evangelism resources, and to other educational 
resources. And remember that our services are now recorded in their entirety, and are available as mp3 
audio files through the church website: redeemerscottsdale.org/recordings.html  If you miss church, or if 
you would like to introduce a friend or relative near or far to the faith and worship of our congregation, 
this is a resource that is for you! 

 
 

New church officers 
 
At the quarterly Voters’ meeting on October 8, new congregational officers were elected to three-year 
terms that will begin on January 1, as follows. President: Norman Hartigan. Treasurer: Fred Lingenfelder. 
Financial Secretary: Ron Olson. We thank Jim Bonnell, John Kissinger, and Don Schmeissing for their 
past faithful service in these respective offices. They will now be taking well-deserved breaks from such 
service. Also, when Norman was elected as President, he resigned as Head Elder, effective January 1, 
during the meeting. The rest of the voters accepted his resignation with thanks for his service, and then 
elected Wayne Anderson to fill out his unexpired term as Head Elder, also effective January 1. May the 
Lord bless and guide these brethren as they serve him and us in these important positions of 
responsibility. May all the rest of us be as helpful to them as we can be, so that their work among us is 
not a burden but a joy, for them and for everyone! 
 

 
2 



A death in the Webber family 
 

Ruth Marie Webber, age 24, whose husband Paul and son John are members of Redeemer, passed 
away at her home in Mankato, Minnesota, on September 30. Her funeral was held at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church in Mankato on October 3. Before she died, Ruth chose the Scripture readings and 
sermon text, and the hymns, for this service. A video recording of Ruth’s funeral is available online at 
youtu.be/-oLinLdCcr4  

 
 

Choir rehearsals to resume 
 

Please contact Carol Webber if you are interested in singing in the choir for the services on Sunday, 
December 23 (Advent 4), and/or on Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve). Singers of all abilities and 
voice parts are welcome. Rehearsals will take place on Sunday mornings in December before the 9:00 
a.m. service. 

 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

Join us for the Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service (Word & Sacrament) on Wednesday, November 21, at 7 
p.m. As is our custom, this service will include a “bread exchange.” Each household in attendance is 
invited to bring a special loaf of bread of some kind, wrapped and tagged with the name of those who 
brought it, and to place it on the table located at the front of the nave before the beginning of the service. 
At the conclusion of the service, each family that brought a loaf then goes forward to pick up a loaf from 
the table (other than the one they brought themselves), to use as a part of their Thanksgiving meal the 
following day. And each participating family is encouraged to remember the family whose bread they 
took, in their prayers that day. Participation in the bread exchange is voluntary, of course, and those who 
choose not to participate in it are still welcome – and encouraged! – to come to church. 

 
Ladies Guild news 
 

A new set of book shelves has been donated to the church. The shelves are located in the 
fellowship hall. This will be the new location of our parish library. 

If you have books or DVDs that you are willing to share with others, and that you would like to 
place on temporary “loan” to the library (while retaining ownership), this will be the procedure to follow: 1. 
Al materials need to be approved by Pastor Webber first. 2. Place your items in the box marked "For 
review." 3. Materials that are accepted for use in the library will be stamped with the church name. 

A notebook will be placed on or near the bookshelves, in which borrowers will sign out the 
materials that they borrow. Pastor Webber, in the future, will compile a list of suggestions for materials 
that people could purchase to add to the library permanently, or that people could donate permanently. 
Members and friends of the congregation may also write reviews of materials they have used, which can 
be submitted to the Valley Evangel newsletter. 

We are still in the initial planning stages at this time. There will be more information in the future. 
– Angie Kohlgraff, Ladies Guild President 
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Updated parish directory 
 
An updated parish directory will soon be published. If you are new to the church and need to have your 
picture taken; if you would like to have a different picture of yourself and your household in the new 
directory; or if you do not have a picture in the current directory at all, please contact Erica Olson. If you 
are new to the church; if any of your contact information has changed since the last directory was 
printed; or if you want to add any additional contact information (physical address, mailing address, 
telephone number, cell phone number, email address), please contact Pastor Webber. 
 
 

Interview with Dan and Lexie Morehouse 
Conducted by Erica Olson 

  
How long have you been members of Redeemer? 
   

Lexie: We first visited Redeemer in the summer of 2006. We officially became members in 2008, at 
which point we were mostly attending the Sun of Righteousness mission in Queen Creek, and of course 
when that came to a close we came up here to Redeemer. 
   

Dan, I know you’ve been a Lutheran your whole life, but Lexie, you haven’t. What was your religious 
background, and what caused or convinced you to become a Lutheran?  
   

Lexie: Since neither of my parents really have been churchgoers since childhood, I did not grow up 
attending any church, except for the occasional Sunday when I visited family or friends. So, I grew up 
with a fairly vague idea of what Christianity is, though I did always sort of feel that church was something 
that was missing in my life. In high school, I began going to a “community church” where some of my 
friends were members. In some ways that was good, but unfortunately it was not terribly exacting in 
doctrine and theology. So, a couple years later when I met Dan and he started engaging me in deeper 
discussion about church, that sort of filled in the blanks for me. I came to see that Lutheranism not only 
best reflects Scripture but would help me gain a better understanding of God’s Word and mature in my 
faith. And it has—if slowly! 
   

Pastor Webber baptized you, right, Lexie? Why were you not baptized before, and what made you 
decide to get baptized?  
   

Lexie: For a while, it wasn’t something I thought or worried about much, because the church I had started 
out going to considered it a symbolic statement of faith. However, once I was introduced to Lutheranism I 
began realizing that baptism is a very real means of grace. So once I ascertained that I in fact had not 
been baptized as a baby, Pastor Webber went ahead and did it. While ideally I (or anyone) would have 
been baptized as an infant, I think it’s neat that I am able to remember my baptism. When Luther talks in 
the Small Catechism about one’s old sinful nature being daily drowned through repentance, and a new 
person rising to live before God, I think I have experienced that happening more, or more easily, since I 
was baptized.  
   

Dan, have you always been a member of the ELS?  
   

Dan: No, I was raised in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). There is a significant degree of 
variation between LCMS churches, but the ones I grew up going to were actually a lot like Redeemer. 
And we felt Redeemer was the best option in the Phoenix area. 
   

Your dad is a Lutheran pastor, right? Where?  
   

Dan: Yes, he is the pastor of Catalina Lutheran Church in Tucson, and has been since he received his 
call in 1998. That’s what brought us to Arizona! 
   

How did you two meet?  
   

Lexie: We met in the dorms at ASU, where he lived right across from one of my lifelong friends. When I 
went over to visit her on our first day there, Dan came out and introduced himself, and although I thought 
he was really cute, I couldn’t understand what he was saying because he had a pipe in his mouth!  
   

Dan: So, after clearly having impressed her so much, I invited her and her friend to a baseball game. We 
sat next to each other and texted each other like awesome teenagers.  
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Lexie: After that we were inseparable. 
   

What did you study in college?  
   

Lexie: I studied biology, with an emphasis on molecular biology and physiology.  
   

Dan: I studied history and political science. 
   

You have two children – Ashlie and Aiden. Tell me a little bit about them.  
   

Lexie: Ashlie is 6 and Aiden is almost 3. They are so much fun and an adventure to raise! Ashlie is our 
super-reader and is already in to 5th-grade level books. Ever since she was a toddler, she’s loved making 
up songs and plays and dances, and inventing clubs for her friends. It’s funny because on one hand she 
is extremely girly, but on the other hand loves robots and superheroes too—like her Dad!  
   

Dan: Aiden is our little gadget guy. He’s really detail oriented and focused and loves tinkering around 
with machines and puzzles. He even helps me change the oil on Lexie’s car!  
   

Lexie: He’s a very loving little boy. The two of them get in a lot of fights, but there are moments when you 
can tell how much Aiden looks up to Ashlie, and how much Ashlie adores him too. 
   

Dan, tell me a little bit about your work. I think most people know that you have drill weekends and have 
been deployed a few times, but they probably don’t know much more.  
   

Dan: Right now my weekday job is with the Arizona Army National Guard where I work in health systems 
services, supervising the disability office, which figures out what will happen to soldiers who have 
medical issues. I also drill one weekend a month with a National Guard medical company. So far, I have 
deployed overseas once, a year in Afghanistan from 2009-2010. 
   

Lexie, you don’t work outside the home, right? What have you found to be the best part of being home 
with and for your kids and husband? 
   

Lexie: I love having the time to do so many activities with the kids, whether it’s going to museums and 
gymnastics classes, or biking around our neighborhood, or just having extra time to read to them. I have 
so many opportunities to teach them things and enrich their minds. I think it’s a big contributing factor in 
why Ashlie is doing so well at school.  
   

Dan: It’s less stressful to work around one schedule than it would be to work around two. We are able to 
have dinner as a family most nights, which is important to me. 
   

What have you found to be the best aspects of Redeemer Lutheran Church, and being members?  
   

Lexie:  I appreciate the fact that it has kept a traditional liturgy and music, and doesn’t try to be trendy like  
   

a lot of churches these days. At the same time, with Pastor Webber’s adult classes, I feel like I am 
always learning something. Not to mention, everyone here is friendly and welcoming!  
   

Dan, you hold an office at our church. What is it?  
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Dan: I currently am secretary, so I take minutes for the Church Council Meetings. 
   

Is there anything you would change about our church if given a chance?  
   

Lexie: There’s nothing I would really change. It would be nice if we weren’t so far away, if only because it 
would be easier to encourage people out in our area (East Mesa) to come in for a visit! I really hope we 
are able to re-start a mission somewhere in the East Valley, at some point. 
   

Is there anything else you would like the members and friends of Redeemer to know about you and your 
family that I haven’t asked you already?  
   

Dan: I could tell you all about Transformers, but I don’t think you’d be interested, so that’s all! 
   

Thank you for your time, and for allowing us to get to know you better! 
 

 
 
From the ELS Board for Home Outreach... 

 

SING YOUR THANKSGIVING 
 

Get a turkey. Get the potatoes, cranberries, sweet potatoes, dressing, three cans of French cut 
beans, mushroom soup, dried onions, and don't forget either the purchase of or the ingredients for a 
pumpkin and/or pecan pie. Thanksgiving is on its way! 

Get one more thing. A song. A song? This Thanksgiving, so many people face very lean, hard, if 
not impossible situations in their lives. Economic invaders are pillaging our savings plans and sense of 
security. Unemployment and underemployment threaten loss of home. Food and gas prices leave no 
areas of discretionary (fun/entertainment) spending. Droughts across the country threaten the cost of 
living to go up even higher. So what do we do? Sing!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Jehoshaphat told the LORD, "We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon You," 2 

Chronicles 20:12. Merciless invading armies faced off God's people. They went out to meet the enemy, 
and trusting God's promises, they had no swords, no spears, and their front line was made up of 
singers!  Why? "Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise Him for the splendor of 
His holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying, 'Give thanks to the LORD, for his love 
endures forever.'  As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against them, and they 
were defeated," 2 Chronicles 20:21-22. 

Sing your thanksgiving!! God promised us daily bread, right along with daily forgiving love in 
Christ Jesus. We have it all! Singing in thankfulness with you! 
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25 
Last Sunday of the Church Year 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

10:30 am. AC/SS 

Elders’ meeting after the Adult Class 

 

18 
Pentecost 25 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

11 
Pentecost 24 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS  

4 
All Saints 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

 

Sunday 

26 

19 

12 
7 p.m. Church 

Council at 

church  
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Monday 

27 

20 

13 
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Tuesday 

28 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

21 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at ALRC 

7 p.m. Thanksgiving 

Eve Divine Service 

w/ Bread Exchange 

 

14 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

7 
 7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence (note time 

change)  

 
 

Wednesday 

29 

22 
Thanksgiving Day 

15 
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Thursday 

30 
10 a.m. Bible study 

(location to be 

announced) 

23 
 Bible study 

canceled 

16 
10 a.m. Bible study 

(location to be 

announced) 

9 
10 a.m. Bible study 

(location to be 

announced) 

2 
10 a.m. Bible study 

(location to be 

announced) 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

24 
 

17 
 

10 

3 
 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 
and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 
   

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons are posted on the Internet weekly and are linked through the church website. 

They are published courtesy of lutheransource.net 


