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Sunday Divine Service:  

9 a.m., Refreshments after the 

Service 
 

Sunday School/Adult Bible 

Class: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday/Tuesday Internet 

Study Group: 6:30/7 p.m. (See 

Pastor Webber for log-on info 

for this group, or attend in 

person at his residence) 
 

Friday Morning Bible Study: 

10 a.m. at the Anderson 

residence (See Pastor Webber 

for details) 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

I was intrigued by a recent interview 

conducted by Lauren Green of Fox 

News with Dr. Kara Powell, the 

coauthor of a recently-published book 

on why young people often lose their 

faith when they go to college, and on 

how this can be prevented. The title 

of the book is Sticky Faith: Everyday 

Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your 

Kids. 

     Three things stood out to me in the 

interview. The first was where Dr. 

Powell pointed out that fully one third 

of the college juniors who were 

interviewed as part of the research for 

the book, when asked to define what 

it meant to be a Christian, “didn’t 

mention Jesus Christ.” They spoke 

instead of behaviors – an assortment 

of “do’s” and “don’ts”. It is no small 

wonder that the faith of many is lost, 

if this is what that faith was to begin 

with. But all of them had previously 

been involved in church youth groups 

before they went to college. 

     The second thing that stood out 

was Dr. Powell’s observation that “it 

is not necessarily a bad thing for 

teenagers and young adults to have 

doubts. ... When students express and 

explore their doubts, that actually can 

lead to deeper faith maturity. ... It is 

not doubts that are toxic; it is 

unexpressed doubts.” This points to 

the importance of assuring young 

people, both before they go to college 

and while they are in college, that 

they should feel free to ask their 

parents and pastor about aspects of 

their faith that are difficult for them to 

understand or accept. Parents and 

pastor should welcome conversations  

like this, and not give the impression 

that the asking of such questions is 

unacceptable. 

     I know that as a pastor, I wish that 

people of all ages would speak to me 

about their doubts. If you do come to 

me with such concerns and questions, 

I pledge that I will not get overly 

“bent out of shape,” but will listen to 

you, empathize with you, and help 

you to work through your doubts and 

questions, as God helps me to do so. 

     And the third significant point was 

Dr. Powell’s finding, in her research, 

that “the number one factor that was 

related to ‘sticky faith’ was 

intergenerational worship and 

relationships.” She pointed out that 

many churches, especially large ones, 

have “segregated kids from the rest of 

the church” in such a way that they do 

not feel connected to the congregation 

as a whole, or to the faith of the 

congregation as a whole. The kind of 

faith that is cultivated in youth group 

ministries which are not integrated 

very effectively into the larger 

ministry of the church as a whole, 

often tends to be a juvenile faith, 

which may “work” in high school, but 

which does not hold up under the 

pressures and challenges of college 

life. In their desire to help kids see 

that the Christian faith is relevant to 

their teen years, many churches 

neglect to pursue ways of showing 

kids that the Christian faith is relevant 

to their whole life. But according to 

the study, when young people in a 

church are integrated fully into the 

congregation’s worship, and when  

 (continued on Page 2) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued 
from page 1) 

We are Thankful… 

they learn the faith together with people from all 

generations, they are thereby likely to be learning a 

mature and stable faith that will endure into young 

adulthood and beyond. 

     Such studies are certainly limited in their 

usefulness. We know that ultimately it is the 

supernatural power of the Gospel that sustains us in 

our faith. We also know that those who at some point 

harden their hearts to God’s Word, stand individually 

accountable for that before God. But the information 

that was presented in this interview, and that is no 

doubt presented in much more detail in the book, can 

perhaps help us to see our congregation, and its 

ministry with our younger members, in a new light. 

Perhaps it can serve to prompt us to a greater 

sensitivity to the doubts and questions that young 

people may have. It might also serve to confirm some 

of the things that we have already sensed to be true, 

and to which we have already committed ourselves – 

especially the following: 
 

1) The worship of God is to be focused on the 

objective truth of what Jesus Christ has done and still 

does for us, in his life, death, and resurrection; and in 

Word and Sacrament. Sermons and classes are to 

teach this objective truth, even as they inspire and 

encourage a personal faith in this truth. The primary 

emphasis is not to be on behaviors to which everyone 

is expected to conform. 
 

2) The worship of God is to be seen as something that 

is for all generations, and should therefore not be 

molded and shaped so as to be just “for” a certain 

generation. No generation gets to sing its own 

popular style of music in church. Our multi-

generational corporate devotion is to be served in 

worship by the church’s own unique kind of music. 

This music is not “entertaining” to anyone, young or 

old; but it is designed to carry into our minds and 

hearts the timeless message of Christ that God wants 

all generations to hear and believe. 
 

     If you want to listen to this interview yourself, it is 

online here: 

http://video.foxnews.com/v/1222316869001/what-

makes-faith-stick-during-college/ 

 

– Pastor Webber 

     On Wednesday, November 23, a Thanksgiving 

Eve Divine Service will be held at 7 p.m. At last 

year’s Thanksgiving Eve Vespers service, such a 

high number of attendees stayed for the spoken 

Communion service that followed, that it clearly 

demonstrated a desire for an opportunity to receive 

the Lord’s Supper on the part of most of those who 

attend this service. For this reason, this year’s 

Thanksgiving Eve service will be a full Service of 

Word and Sacrament. 

     It is always the case, of course – also on Sunday 

mornings – that the availability and offering of the 

Lord’s Supper does not mean that any communicant 

should feel compelled to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

This is not a matter of compulsion. It is a matter of 

opportunity, for those who do wish to commune, and 

who are properly prepared to do so through self-

examination, repentance, and a yearning for the 

Lord’s forgiveness and strength. Those who would 

prefer to commune instead on another occasion, 

during a Sunday service, are certainly welcome to 

attend the Thanksgiving Eve service without 

communing that evening. 

     The word “Eucharist,” which is often used in 

reference to the Lord’s Supper, literally means 

“Thanksgiving.” It comes from the giving of thanks 

that takes place in the prayers that precede the 

consecration in the Lord’s Supper rite: “It is truly 

good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” And so, as we gather to thank God 

for the “daily bread” that he has bestowed upon us in 

the preceding year, we have the opportunity also to 

receive from him in the sacrament the greatest gift of 

all – the Bread of Life from heaven – and to thank 

him most deeply also for this!          
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Interview with New Members: Cara and Manuel Valle 
(conducted by Erica Olson, Valley Evangel editorial assistant) 

Erica: When did you first visit Redeemer, and what 

made you decide to visit? 
 

Cara: Well, we first visited, I think it was July 10
th

.  

We came from an LCMS church, and we had 

researched LCMS churches online and had 

corresponded with the pastors of some of them in the 

area.  For a while, we couldn’t find a really good 

confessional, liturgical Lutheran church, but then, we 

actually found it on the Internet. There’s a website 

that [listed] liturgical Lutheran congregations, and 

Redeemer was on there. So we actually corresponded 

with Pastor Webber a little bit before we came here. 

Manuel: We emailed back and forth so he knew 

where we were coming from before we visited. We 

[also] let him know when we got into town. 
 

Erica: Where is it you came from? 
 

Manuel: Marshall, Michigan. The church in Marshall 

was called Zion Lutheran Church. It’s a very 

confessional LCMS church, and I’ve been a member 

there since I was born. I was baptized and confirmed 

there. 
 

Erica: Oh, wow! Were you both members there 

together at the time you got married, too? 
 

Manuel: Yes. 
 

Erica: You also went to school in that area, am I 

right? 
 

Manuel: Yes, and we went to that church all through 

[college]. It was about a 50-minute drive. It was very 

manageable. 
 

Erica: What college was that? 
 

Manuel: Hillsdale College. Cara graduated in 2010, 

and I graduated in 2011. 
 

Erica: Both with your teaching degrees, right? 
 

Manuel: Actually, we don’t have teaching degrees 

because we’re teaching at a charter school. You just 

have to be highly qualified – have a major, basically, 

in the area that you teach.  
 

Cara: So, we both have degrees in English. 
 

Manuel: And I have a degree in Latin, so we’re both 

able to teach at a charter school without getting 

certification. 

Erica: So, [getting back to church], had you not had 

that website for confessional Lutheran churches, you 

might have been looking for a while to find a place to 

go to church. 
 

Cara and Manuel: Yeah. 
 

Cara: By the time we started corresponding with Pr. 

Webber, it started to come out of the woodwork that 

several people we knew either knew Pr. Webber or 

had met him or had heard of him, so I imagine by 

asking around for a while, we might have found out 

about [Redeemer], but it would have taken much 

longer. 
 

Erica: Did someone at the church you were going to 

[in Michigan] recommend Redeemer, or did you just 

find it on the website? 
 

Manuel: Initially, we just found it on the website, but 

after we found it and corresponded with Pr. Webber, 

we actually talked to several members of our 

congregation who went on vacation in Arizona and 

had met Pr. Webber. 
 

Erica: Very cool! So, what have you enjoyed most 

about being at Redeemer? 
 

Cara: We’ve really enjoyed meeting people. I mean, 

everyone has been so friendly.  
 

Manuel: Yeah, and we actually used the TLH at our 

old church, and so, coming into a liturgical setting 

where everything was familiar, and the service was 

identical, which was very helpful, very comforting, 

being so far away from where we came. And Pr. 

Webber is such an excellent teacher. The services are 

so meticulously organized. They’re a pleasure to 

listen to. 
 

Erica: I know exactly what you mean. Ron and I 

found the same to be true when we started attending 

Redeemer. Have you had the chance to encourage 

others to visit? 
 

Manuel: Unfortunately, we don’t have too many 

friends who are particularly open to Lutheranism at 

the moment. We have quite a few Roman Catholic 

friends and some friends who are pretty adamant 

about being non-denominational.  
 

 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Interview with Manuel and Cara Valle (continued from Page 3) 
Cara: So many of the other people that we’ve been 

able to get to know are other teachers at our school,  

so after we’ve been there for a while, we might end 

up making more acquaintances and breaking out a 

little bit more, but right now, our time is pretty much 

taken up by teaching.  
 

Manuel: Yeah, so like what Cara was saying, I’m 

sure we will eventually, but right now, we’re pretty 

much still in the, “Hi, how are you doing?” kind of 

phase. We haven’t really started having those kinds 

of conversations that open a way to start discussing a 

church like Redeemer or Lutheranism, that sort of 

thing. 
 

Erica. Ok. Now, you guys are living in Glendale, 

right? 
 

Manuel: Yes, we have a one-bedroom apartment just 

south of the 101 by 75
th

 Street. 
 

Erica: How long does it take you to get to church 

from there? 
 

Cara and Manuel: About 25 minutes. 
 

Manuel: After traveling for about 50 minutes in 

Michigan, and often in terrible weather in the winter, 

this is quite a breeze. It took quite a bit longer if the 

weather was bad. It was about 50 miles, so when the 

weather was good, you could travel on back roads 

and sort of cruise, but if you had to go 40 mph 

because of snow or something like that, it would take 

a while. 
 

Erica: I can definitely relate to that. It took Ron and 

me a long time to get to church back in Kansas, too. 

So, what would you like the members and friends of 

Redeemer to know about you? 
 

Manuel: Well, in terms of the church, we’re very glad 

we found it. We’re very blessed. We’re very glad to 

have found Pr. Webber and the congregation as a 

whole, and how appreciative we have been of 

everyone that we’ve met there and how welcome 

we’ve felt. And probably the only other thing is that 

we’re teachers, and we’re really enjoying that right 

now. But we’re really looking forward to having 

some time when we aren’t teaching or lesson-

planning, but we really do enjoy our jobs. One of the 

seventh graders that I teach is related somehow to 

Dave and Angie Kohlgraf. 

Erica: Oh, that’s cool! So, Manuel, you’re teaching 

seventh grade, and Cara, you’re teaching what? 
 

Cara: I’m teaching sixth and eleventh grade. 
 

Manuel: And I teach sixth grade, as well. I teach 

sixth grade Latin and seventh grade literature.  
 

Erica: So, do you two share some of the same 

students, then? 
 

Cara: Yeah, a few.  
 

Manuel: Yeah, about 25. We have a lot of fun talking 

about them. 
 

Cara: Only the good things, of course. 
 

Manuel: They’re a blast to have in class. Sixth 

graders have a lot of energy, and they’re really fun 

for that reason, and they’re not self-conscious at all. 

Nobody’s worried about looking cool in front of the 

rest of the class, they’re all roped into discussion, 

really gung-ho. It’s great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manuel and Cara Valle, who recently moved to 

Glendale from Michigan, were received into 

communicant membership by profession of faith in 

the worship service on October 23. Welcome! 

 

 

New Members 
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Devotion: Give Thanks to Jesus 
  
“One of them, when he saw he was healed, came 

back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw 

himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked Him—and he was 

a Samaritan. “  Luke 17: 15-16 
 

     As the fall season brings cooler 

weather and the calendar tells us it 

is November, our thoughts turn to 

Thanksgiving Day.  Families gather. 

The turkey is cooked.  The pumpkin 

pies are baked.  Everything is ready.  

We sit down to our Thanksgiving 

dinner.  It is a tradition in many 

homes to have a moment of 

reflection.  Everyone around the 

table gets to share what they are 

most thankful for that year.  Most often, the 

physical blessings are mentioned: good health, 

steady work, family and friends.  Very often, Jesus 

and the blessings He brings into our lives are 

forgotten. 

     These Bible verses from Luke tell the same 

story.  Ten men, who were suffering with the 

terrible sickness of leprosy, saw Jesus coming at a 

distance.  They cried out to Him, “Jesus, Master, 

have pity on us!”   Jesus saw them and said, “Go, 

show yourselves to the priests.”  They went and  

they were cleansed.  (Luke 17:13 and 14) 

     Ten men were healed.  Only one came back to 

thank Jesus.  The other nine were certainly happy to 

be healed.  Why didn’t they thank Jesus?  Were they 

too caught up in the joy of being 

healed?  Were they so focus on the 

physical that they didn’t realize 

what this miracle meant for them 

spiritually?  Would Jesus consider 

you “one of the nine”? 

     On a much larger scale, Jesus 

has healed each one of us.  He took 

our sins to the cross where, through 

His innocent, bitter, suffering and 

death, He paid for every last one of 

them.  Thereby we are healed.  He 

did this for all people of all times.  Along with this 

gift of forgiveness, there are many blessings to be 

thankful for.  We have the peace of Christ to rule in 

our hearts, the joy of knowing that Jesus is with us 

through our hardships, and the knowledge that one 

day we will be with Jesus in heaven.  We have much 

for which to be thankful!  Return to Jesus and give 

Him thanks, for His mercy endures forever. 
 

From the ELS Board for Evangelism 

 

New Directory 

     A new directory of the members of friends of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church is now being 

prepared. If you were included in the last directory, 

but if there has been a change in your contact 

information since then, please give your updated 

information to the Pastor. If you are new to 

Redeemer (either as a new or impending member, 

or as a seasonal attendee), please submit your 

contact information to the Pastor. We are interested 

in including the names of all the members of your 

household, your physical address and your mailing 

address, your regular telephone and your cell 

phone(s), and your email address(es).  

     Those who have two residences are invited to 

submit addresses and phone numbers for each 

home. For those of you who may have privacy 

concerns, we do specify, when these directories are 

published, that the information in them is only for 

the personal use of the members and friends of the 

congregation. This information is not placed on the 

church web site. But of course, there is no obligation 

to submit all of your information for publication.  

     Just let us know if you would prefer not to have 

something printed (such as the physical location of 

your home or your cell phone number). This year, 

an added feature of the directory will be the 

inclusion of photographs. So, if you would like a 

picture of your household to be included, we would 

ask that you either submit a digital photograph by 

email to the Pastor or to Erica Olson 

(redeemerlcnewsletter@gmail.com), or arrange with 

Erica Olson to have your picture taken on some 

Sunday morning during the month of November. 
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Web Site of the Month 
 

 
As many of the members and friends of the 

congregation know, Pastor Webber recently 

served on the “Committee on ELS 

Worship” (CEW). At the request of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod General 

Pastoral Conference last year, the President 

and Vice-President of the synod appointed 

six pastors to serve on this committee, and 

to prepare a report on the meaning and 

application of the provision in the synod by-

laws which expressed the synod’s recommendation 

to its congregation that they use, in their worship 

services, either the Liturgy based on the Danish-

Norwegian Church Order, or the Common Service. 

Questions about worship and worship forms have 

become matters of acute controversy in other 

Lutheran synods, and there was a desire on the part 

of many in the ELS to head-off such a controversy 

in our synod, by means of the work of this special 

committee. The committee submitted its report to 

the General Pastoral Conference on October 6. The 

report was overwhelmingly approved by the 

conference, and was sent on to the next synodical 

convention in June, for its consideration and 

possible adoption. The committee was then 

dismissed. 

     During the time when the CEW was 

meeting and preparing its report, a modest 

web page was established, on which the 

various members of the committee posted 

materials on the subject of worship and 

liturgy that they wanted to share with the 

other members. These materials helped to 

guide the committee in its deliberations. This 

web page has now been publicized for the 

benefit of those who wish to gain a deeper 

understanding of the committee’s work, and of the 

full meaning and ramifications of the report that it 

prepared. The text of the final report itself is also 

now included on the web page. 

     Members and friends of Redeemer who would 

like to know what Pastor Webber has been involved 

with in his work on this committee; who would like 

to read the report that he and his committee 

colleagues prepared; and who would like to review 

the materials that the various committee members 

shard with one another in the course of their work, 

are invited to visit this web page: 

http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/djw/CEW.html 

 

Choir Rehearsals to Resume 

     Please contact Carol Webber if you are 

interested in singing in the choir for the services on 

Sunday, December 18 (Advent 4), and/or on 

December 24 (Christmas Eve).  Singers in all voice 

parts are welcome.  Rehearsals will begin in late 

November, and will take place on Sunday mornings 

before the 9:00 a.m. service. 

 

   

       

              

   



 

27 
Advent 1 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ meeting after the AC 

20 
Last Sunday of the Church Year 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

13 
Pentecost 22 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

6 
All Saints Sunday 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

Sunday 

28 

21 

14 
7 p.m. Church 

Council 

meeting at 

Pastor’s 

residence 

7 
 

 
 

Monday 

29 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

22 *Note change in 

day 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from the Pastor’s 

residence  

15 
 

8 
 

1 
 

Tuesday 

30 
7 p.m. Advent 

Vespers service 

23 
7 p.m. Thanksgiving 

Eve Divine Service 

16 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at ALRC; 7 p.m. 

Internet Study 

Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

9 *Note Time 

Change! 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from the Pastor’s 

residence 

2 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

Wednesday 

 

24 
Thanksgiving 

17 
 

10 
 

3 
 

Thursday 

 

25 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 

residence 

18 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 

residence 

11 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 

residence 

4 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Anderson 

residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

26 

19 
 

12 
 

5 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

November 2011 



 

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, November 2011 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemer.vze.com 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


