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Worship and Study
Regular Sunday Divine Service: Suspended until Further Notice

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: Suspended until Further Notice
Abbreviated Services of Holy Communion Each Sunday: 1 pm & 2 pm

Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information)
  

Online Services (In Cooperation with Hope Lutheran Church)
Prerecorded Sunday Services Can Be Viewed Here:

westjordanlutherans.org/streaming
www.youtube.com/c/HopeLutheranChurchWestJordanUT

  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Seman

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Dear members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
   

I am carefully watching the news for information about when and in what way the social
distancing and stay-at-home regulations in Arizona will be relaxed. But for now we are still operating
under the provisions of Governor Ducey’s executive order, which does ask Arizonans to stay at home as
much as possible, but which also allows churches to continue to conduct their essential ministries while
following social distancing and cleanliness recommendations as much as possible. And so we are still
offering the Lord’s Supper in abbreviated spoken communion services on Sunday afternoons at 1 p.m.
and again at 2 p.m., and by appointment. If we have not been able to resume a somewhat ordinary
congregational worship life by Ascension Day (May 21), spoken services will also be observed on that
day at 4 p.m. and again at 7 p.m.

I do ask that you let me know whenever you are planning to attend one of these services, because
we try to keep the number present at any one of them to ten or fewer persons. So, if more than ten express
an intention to come at the same time on a certain day, I will likely
ask some of them if they can switch to the other time slot that day.
Our cleaners come into the church every week to clean and sanitize
those sections of the building that are used when people come for
these spoken communion services, and on these occasions I always
follow hand-washing and other precautions in my set-up for, and
administration of, the sacrament.

Once we do start gathering again for worship on Sunday
mornings, I expect that some of our members – who are older in
age, or whose health is compromised in other ways – may still not
be joining us right away. This is understandable. So I am thinking
of a way to video-record the services once they do resume, and to
put those recordings online, for the benefit of our at-risk members. 
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Currently I have a short-term proposal and a long-term proposal. The short-term proposal would
involve the purchase of a video camera for less than $200, which would be set up on a stand in a
stationary position probably in the second pew on the pulpit side, and which would be able to have within
its view the pulpit, the altar, and the lectern. The long-term proposal would involve the installation of a
more elaborate video and sound system in the sanctuary. This would be similar to the system that Hope
Lutheran Church has in their sanctuary, and which allows my son (Pastor Paul Webber) to produce the
kind of services that many of us are watching on Sunday mornings. Before the coronavirus pandemic, his
church had video-recorded their regular services and put them online for the benefit of those who could
not attend on a given Sunday, or for the benefit of people in other places who were interested in those
services. If you have any thoughts or suggestions regarding the future video-recording of services at
Redeemer, please share them with me.

And for now, please also remember to watch an online Sunday service on Sunday mornings.
Chiefly I recommend the service produced by Hope Lutheran Church in West Jordan, which can be
viewed at these two locations:
  

westjordanlutherans.org/streaming/
  

www.youtube.com/c/HopeLutheranChurchWestJordanUT
  

Carol and I also watch, each week, the service
from our son-in-law’s church in Belview,
Minnesota, and the service from Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in Mankato, Minnesota:
  

https://www.youtube.com/oursaviorsbelview
  

https://www.mtolivelutheran.org/video-stream/
  

https://vimeo.com/mountolive
  

In the peace of the Lord,
Pastor David Jay Webber
   

Cell: 602-616-4357
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com   
 
   

Library News
   

NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
   

Forensic Faith: A Homicide Detective Makes the Case for a More Reasonable, Evidential Christian Faith
by J. Warner Wallace  
A cold-case homicide detective helps Christians understand why it’s important to develop a “forensic
faith” and provides a unique template to help them become effective “Christian Case Makers.”  With
real-life detective stories, fascinating strategies, and biblical insights, Wallace teaches readers cold-case
investigative disciplines they can apply to their Christian faith. 
   

Cold-Case Christianity: A Homicide Detective Investigates the Claims of the Gospels by J. Warner
Wallace  
Christianity could be defined as a “cold case”: it makes a claim about an event from the distant past for
which there is little forensic evidence. In Cold-Case Christianity, J. Warner Wallace uses his nationally
recognized skills as a homicide detective to look at the evidence and eyewitnesses behind Christian
beliefs. Including stories from his career and the visual techniques he developed in the courtroom,
Wallace uses illustration to examine the powerful evidence that validates the claims of Christianity.
(Amazon)
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The Illustrated Guide to God: An A to Z
Encyclopedia of His Names, Attributes,
and Role in the World  by George W.
Knight  
This reference from George W. Knight –
author of the popular Layman’s Bible
Dictionary and The Holy Land: An
Illustrated Guide – contains nearly 600
entries on the names of God, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit; characteristics of God, such as
his eternity, jealousy, and omniscience; key
people and places in God’s biblical history,
from Aaron to Zion; and important
theological concepts, including apostasy,
regeneration, and worship. Illustrated with
beautiful, full-color artwork, and
containing hundreds of cross-references. 

   

The Case for Easter: Journalist Investigates the Evidence for the Resurrection by Lee Strobel  
Drawing on expert testimony first shared in his book The Case for Christ, Strobel examines: The Medical
Evidence – Was Jesus’ death a sham and his resurrection a hoax? The Evidence of the Missing Body –
Was Jesus’ body really absent from his tomb? The Evidence of Appearances – Was Jesus seen alive after
his death on the cross? The Case for Easter probes the core issues of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead: superstitious myth or life-changing reality? (Amazon)
   

Scientific Facts In The Bible: 100 Reasons To Believe The Bible Is Supernatural in Origin by Ray
Comfort  
Does the Bible reflect scientific truth? Comfort answers that question with a resounding “yes”! Drawing
on insights from scientists, theologians, and great thinkers, he reveals a wealth of archaeological, medical,
and prophetic facts – all from a scriptural perspective – about dinosaurs, the immune system, the flood,
biogenesis, nuclear war, outer space, evolution, and more. (Christianbook.com)
   

The Complete Bible Answer Book: Collector's Edition (Answer Book Series) by Hank Hanegraaff  
This book is a simple guide covering over 170 of the top questions that the Bible Answer Man has dealt
with in his ministry. Topics include parents and kids, religions, difficulty, faith, fear, sin, salvation, and
many more issues vital to understanding the path to better understanding God. (Amazon)
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
  

  

New Web Site
   

Our church is getting a new upgraded website. It’s mostly ready to go online,
but not quite. We need a volunteer who has the time to “migrate” some of the
content from the old website to the new one, and who can also help in
maintaining the new website and in keeping it up-to-date on an ongoing basis.
The pastor’s skills in this respect are limited. The web site designer who
prepared our new site will teach you how to do this, if you have the time and
the interest. Over the years many people have found us online, and some who
found us in that way eventually became members of our congregation. Therefore a fresh and attractive
internet presence, with an informative and attention-getting website, is important for the sake of our
mission and outreach. If you can help with this, please speak with the pastor. 
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H2Oh!–God Keeps His Promises

Summer Sunday School begins in late May. Our splashy
curriculum is titled “H2Oh!–God Keeps His Promises.” Pupils
will dive in and study fourteen Bible stories in which God uses
water to amaze and bless his people. Water science facts will also
be featured in each lesson. As circumstances require, the Sunday
School material may be shared with students through the mail,
with the request that their parents help them go through it and
learn each weekly lesson.

A Message for Good Shepherd Sunday (May 3)

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the
sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So
there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I
have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” (John 10:11-18, ESV)

The imagery of Jesus as a shepherd is a comforting imagery. This comfort is intensified when a comparison
is made between Jesus as a shepherd, and a hireling – especially in regard to the differing reactions of each to the
approach of a wolf. The shepherd is the owner of the sheep, who loves them, and who has a stake in their survival.
He is willing to take risks on their behalf, and to face danger in protecting them. A hireling, in contrast, runs away
at the first hint of danger. He has no stake in the survival of the flock. He doesn’t care. 

The imagery of Jesus as a shepherd is, of course, an analogy, drawn from the earthly calling of a shepherd.
Likewise, the comparison between a shepherd and a hireling is also drawn from literal earthly examples of this sort
of thing. But there are limits to this analogy. When a wolf attacks a literal flock of sheep, a literal shepherd, even if
he owns and loves the sheep, will hold back in his defense of his flock. He will not fight the wolf with absolutely
everything he has, all the way to the sacrificing of his own life. To be sure, the wolf may get in a couple scratches
and bites in the struggle. That’s where the shepherd would differ from a hireling, who would not go to battle against
the wolf at all. But even the shepherd will not let himself be killed. He will, if necessary, back off. He will retreat
when he needs to, to preserve his life. 

Perhaps there might be some shepherds who would love their sheep strongly enough to be willing to die for
them, if that kind of sacrifice would in fact serve to protect and preserve them. But an earthly shepherd in his right
mind would never intentionally do this, because that kind of sacrifice would not result in the safety of the sheep. If
the shepherd were dead, the sheep would then have no one to protect them from future threats, and from new
predators. Even if the wolf also lost its life in such a mortal struggle, the sheep would be safe only from that one
wolf, not from all other wolves. And before long, other wolves would stumble across the unprotected and untended
flock, and devour it. A literal shepherd wouldn’t fight against the wolf to the death. And he might, by necessity,
allow the wolf take and kill a weak sheep or two that would be straggling on the outskirts of the flock. An earthly
shepherd would realize that it is better to sacrifice one or two weak animals, to appease and satisfy the wolf, than to
sacrifice his own life, and thereby, in effect, to sacrifice the whole flock. 

The only way that a literal shepherd in this world would be willing to go all the way in his defense of his
sheep, even to the point of laying down his own life in the process, would be if he would be able to bring himself
back to life again after the battle. Only if the shepherd had such powers, would his flock be safe from future attacks.
But because this is not possible, at least not for literal shepherds in this world, it doesn’t happen. Shepherds do hold
back when they fight against wolves. If they were to die trying to save all of the sheep, they would end up not
saving any of them. So, pragmatically, a few are sometimes allowed to be lost, in order for most – but not all – to be
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saved. When a wolf attacks, especially if he is a particularly
ferocious wolf, he will often be allowed to make off with one
or two of the weaker sheep, on the fringe of the flock. 

That’s why the text from John’s Gospel that we read
a few moments ago does not limit itself to comforting us with
the idea that Jesus is “the shepherd.” Instead, Jesus refers to
himself as “the good shepherd” - the supremely Good
Shepherd. Unlike literal shepherds, he lays down his life for
the sheep. He goes all the way in his defense of the flock. He
protects the whole flock from the wolf – not just the smarter
and stronger sheep, but all the sheep, including the weak
ones, and the stragglers at the fringe of the flock. He doesn’t
sacrifice any of his beloved sheep to the wolf. Instead he
sacrifices himself, in order to save them all. And then, after
making the supreme sacrifice – in which he does vanquish
the foe – he takes back his life again, so that he can continue
to take care of the sheep and protect them from any and all
future threats.

On his cross Jesus gave his life for his sheep – for all
of his sheep. On the cross he fought back the attack of Satan,

the arch foe of his flock, and he defeated him. Satan had all of us in his clutches. Captive to sin and death, we were
easy prey for him. He would have destroyed us all if a shepherd – a good shepherd – had not positioned himself for
mortal combat between us and the devil. But that is exactly what Jesus did. In his death he destroyed the power of
death. In his suffering he redeemed us. In the shedding of his blood he defeated the devil, who held sway over us,
and restored us to the sheepfold of God. And, on the third day, he rose again from the dead. Now, as the risen and
living shepherd – the good shepherd; the best possible shepherd – he faithfully tends his own and cares for them,
guarding their souls by his Word and Sacraments against all predators.

But an important question remains. Am I truly a member of this flock of sheep, which Jesus so faithfully
and lovingly guards? Are you? There is a way for us to know the answer to this question – a way that is not based
on wishful thinking or presumption or guesswork. It is the way that Jesus himself gives us in these words: “I am the
good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me...and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep
that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock
and one shepherd.”

Do you want to be certain that Jesus is your shepherd, and that he can and will defend and protect you from
all Satanic attacks? Listen to his voice! Everyone who listens in faith to the voice of the shepherd belongs to the
shepherd, and knows the shepherd. Listen to his voice when he warns you about the wolf: when he sternly rebukes
you for your sins and for the trespasses you have committed against God’s holy law. Don’t be a rebellious sheep,
which continually bleats out rationalizations and excuses and self-justifications, so that the voice of the shepherd
cannot be heard. Instead, stop the bleating. Stop listening to yourself, as you might tell yourself that you have not
really sinned against God’s law, or that God’s law does not really condemn you. Stop, listen to the shepherd, and
repent. 

And, listen to him when he joyfully calls you to himself. Listen to him when he graciously invites you to
the safe encirclement of his forgiving protection. Listen to him as he tends you with his Word, as he pardons you
for all your sins, as he invites you to faith, and as he gives to you by his Spirit the faith that you need, so that you
can be and remain intimately close to him. 

It may be that in the midst of the trials and confusions of this life, you sense yourself today to be distant
from the good shepherd. Maybe you sense yourself to be weak, and on the fringes of his flock. It may very well be
so. We all have ups and down in our spiritual life. In one way or another each of us is weak, and on the fringe. And
sometimes we struggle very deeply. Our consciences can trouble us greatly as we reflect on the misdeeds of the
past, and the temptations of the present. But even if this is the case; even if you are among the spiritually weak
sheep, and even if you are emotionally at the fringe of God’s flock, listen today to the voice of your good shepherd!
You belong to him, and he will not allow the devil to devour you. Remember that Jesus is the good shepherd. He
holds nothing back in fighting for you and for your salvation. As you listen to his loving and protecting voice, the
wolf will not be allowed to pluck you away. Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep.” Amen.

5



Redeemer’s Seminary Student and
His Growing Family
  

We rejoice with Sean and Shaylene Scheele on the
occasion of the birth and baptism of their new daughter
Karis Noelle. Because of Minnesota’s stay-at-home
regulations, Pastor Luke Ulrich from Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in Mankato, Minnesota, baptized
Karis in the Scheele kitchen on April 4. Sean’s time of
academic study at Bethany Seminary in Mankato will
soon be concluded. We are all waiting with eager
anticipation to learn where he will be assigned as a
vicar. Sean also authored an article in the March-April

issue of the Lutheran Sentinel magazine, “Providence Through Human Hands.” Make sure you take a look at it. If
you don’t have a paper copy, you can read it online: issuu.com/lutheransentinel/docs/tls_marapr20_digital
   

   

   

  

   

The Ascension of Our Lord: May 21
  

  

   
  

The Day of Pentecost: May 31
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
May 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 Easter 4 4 5 6 7 8 9

Online Morning
Service; Spoken
Communion 1pm &
2pm; Catechism 6pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

10 Easter 5 11 12 13 14 15 16

Online Morning
Service; Spoken
Communion 1pm &
2pm; Catechism 6pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

17 Easter 6 18 19 20 21 Ascension Day 22 23

Online Morning
Service; Spoken
Communion 1pm &
2pm; Catechism 6pm

Spoken Communion
4pm & 7pm

Internet Study Group
canceled

24 Easter 7 25 26 27 28 29 30

Online Morning
Service; Spoken
Communion 1pm &
2pm; Catechism 6pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

31 Pentecost

Online Morning
Service; Spoken
Communion 1pm &
2pm; Catechism 6pm
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May 2020
  

The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
   

_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


