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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Dear members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
   

Things are continuing to change. Sunday morning services at Redeemer resumed on May 17,
albeit with social distancing and hygiene precautions. We are now video recording our services with a
modest video camera, but we have plans to install a high-quality sound and recording system. These
recordings, as they are viewed online, allow those who are not yet ready or able to join us physically, to
join us in spirit. Personalized pastoral care is also still available to members of the congregation who are
not yet ready or able to attend public services. So, in these respects we have a plan and a method, and we
are following that plan and method as we move forward.

But in other respects, our community and nation are troubled by confusion, fear, and even hostility
and conflict. What should be a non-partisan cooperative effort on the part of local, state, and federal

officials, to protect public health and the public
commonweal, has instead become highly politicized.
Seemingly arbitrary decrees from various governors are
keeping some businesses closed but are allowing other
comparable businesses to open. Some activities are now
permitted while other comparable activities remain
forbidden. People are out of work on a massive scale. A
large number of businesses are tottering on the edge of
failure. Protests are growing, and civil disobedience is in
the air. Lawsuits and threats of lawsuits are flying, and in
court cases that have been heard, some governors and

mayors have been taken to the proverbial woodshed for overstepping their legitimate authority, and for
unconstitutionally stifling religious practice in their states or cities.

But at the same time, many people who feel vulnerable and at risk are concerned that the society
may be opening up too quickly, before the coronavirus has been adequately suppressed. People are
worried about the present and about the future. They ask, “Can I now go out and be safe? And if not now,
will I ever be able to go out and be safe?” There is no vaccine for the coronavirus, and there is no
guarantee that there will ever be a vaccine. Contradictory advice about what to do or what not to do, what
medicine to take and what medicine not to take, is being offered by scientists and physicians who all
speak in the name of science, but who are not saying the same thing. Anxiety, stress, and fear surround us,
and invade our own thoughts and emotions.
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And what about the situation in the church? Will the anxiety, or perhaps even the conflict, that we
are experiencing in the large society, bleed over into our life as a congregation? Some are wondering if
they should come to church; and if they do come, they may be wondering if they should go forward for
communion. “Will I be safe if I do? Will I be judged if I don’t?” I also know that members of our
congregation are not evaluating all the issues related to the pandemic in the same way. Some may think
the precautions we are asking people to follow in church are too demanding. Others may think those
precautions are not demanding enough. Will we be able to remain at peace with one another, respecting
one another and being sensitive to one another, even if we are not looking at everything in the same way?
I certainly do hope so, because our relationships as fellow members of God’s household are very
important. We need to stick together, and ride out this storm, together.

The elders and I are asking that we do all consider a few precautions when we gather as a
congregation. These precautions include an encouragement that worshipers wear a mask, to restrict the
emission of water droplets, which may spread the virus from infected persons (especially if they don’t
know they are infected) when they speak, sing, or cough. These precautions also include using hand
sanitizer when necessary, and remaining at least six feet away from others whenever possible. Even if
some members may not think that all of these precautions
are necessary, other members think that they are. To be
sure, our individual opinions may change even as the
opinions of the experts also change. And what we as a
congregation do to manage and minimize the risk of
spreading the coronavirus, and what we expect from one
another so that everyone feels safe and comfortable in
worship, will certainly also change, as the circumstances
in our community change. I for one eagerly look forward
to the day when the masks can go! But based on our
current knowledge of how the coronavirus is spread, and
in view of my personal concern about the vulnerable
people with whom I interact in my home and in my
pastoral visits, I don’t think that day has come yet.

For now, instead of dwelling on where we may differ in our opinions of the coronavirus, and of
the precautions that can or should be taken, let us dwell with unanimity on what we do all agree on, and
on what holds us together as a community of faith that is marked by mutual love for one another and by
mutual patience with one another. God’s Word gives shape to the faith that we share, and it prepares us to
meet the challenges we are facing and will continue to face for the foreseeable future. God’s Word re-
calibrates for us our deepest convictions and values, and it reminds us of our deepest needs. And God’s
Word delivers to us – in the preaching of the gospel of Christ crucified and risen, and in the
administration of the sacraments that Jesus left for his church – the forgiveness, life, and salvation that fill
us with joy and peace in this world; and that fill us with hope for the next world.

Join me, then, in pondering, in believing, and with the Lord’s help in living out these divine
promises and encouragements from Scripture, and these godly examples from Scripture:
   

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1, ESV)
   

“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:19-25, ESV)

2



“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
... be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence
for Christ.” (Ephesians 5:15-17, 18b-21, ESV)

   

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
(Philippians 2:3-4, ESV)

   

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ For he will deliver you
from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear
the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.” (Psalm 91:1-6, ESV)

   

“God...has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is
my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6, ESV)

   

“Jesus answered them, ‘... I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.’” (John 16:31a, 33,
ESV)

   

In the peace of the Lord,
Pastor Webber

Library News
   

New books in the Church Library Donated by the Schmeissings
   

Concordia Triglotta    
This is a unique edition of the Book of Concord featuring the text of the Lutheran
Confessions in their original German (1580) edition and Latin (1584) edition,
along with an English translation, presented in three running columns (Latin and
German on the left and English translation on the facing right-hand page). 
   

Heaven and Hell: Eternal Life, Eternal Punishment (The People’s Bible
Teachings)  by Brian R. Keller
This book examines the realities of heaven and hell through the eyes of Scripture. It helps readers
understand exactly what God has revealed about physical death, eternal judgment, and the possible
destinations after death. The author also explains that, through faith in Christ and his sacrifice, we need
not fear hell, but can look forward with certain joy to life in heaven. (Amazon)
   

A C. S. Lewis Treasury: Three Classics in One Volume, the Screwtape Letters, the Four Loves and
Reflections on Psalms  by C. S. Lewis
Clive Staples Lewis was one of the intellectual giants of the twentieth century and arguably one of the
most influential writers of his day. He was a Fellow and Tutor in English Literature at Oxford University
until 1954. (Goodreads)
   

The Bondage of the Will  by Martin Luther
First published in 1525, Martin Luther’s Bondage of the Will is acknowledged by theologians as one of
the great masterpieces of the Reformation. It is Luther’s response to Desiderius Erasmus’s “Diatribe on
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Free Will,” written in his direct and unique style, combining deep spirituality with humor. Luther writes
powerfully about man’s depravity and God’s sovereignty. The crucial issue for Luther concerned what
ability free will has, and to what degree it is subject to God’s sovereignty. For Luther, this key issue of
free will is directly connected to God’s plan of salvation. Is man able to save himself, or is his salvation
entirely a work of divine grace? (Amazon)
   

Megan’s Mountain  by Joslyn Moldstad 
In this work of Christian fiction, seventeen-year-old Megan Taylor has always looked to Mount Hero –
the most beautiful mountain in the entire San Juan Range in Colorado – for her strength. Through the
difficult days of her parents’ divorce and the end of her promising career as a professional ice skater,
“her” mountain is the only thing she has been able to depend on to always be there for her. As Christmas
approaches, though, Megan uncovers a threat to the survival of her father’s shopping mall by conniving
forces that seem to be out of her control. As she unravels this mystery, with the support of her young
friend Emily and handsome new acquaintance Todd, she is also faced with the truth about herself and
those whom she loves. Megan has to meet her fears head on. By learning to looking to God for her
strength, she finds that she is able to forgive those who have hurt her by experiencing Christ’s forgiveness
in her own life. (Amazon)
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian
  

  

New Web Site
   

Our church is getting a new upgraded website. It’s mostly ready to go online,
but not quite. We need a volunteer who has the time to “migrate” some of the
content from the old website to the new one, and who can also help in
maintaining the new website and in keeping it up-to-date on an ongoing basis.
The pastor’s skills in this respect are limited. The web site designer who
prepared our new site will teach you how to do this, if you have the time and the interest. Over the years
many people have found us online, and some who found us in that way eventually became members of
our congregation. Therefore a fresh and attractive Internet presence, with an informative and attention-
getting website, is important for the sake of our mission and outreach. If you can help with this, please
speak with the pastor. This is now the third month in a row that we have asked for a volunteer to do this.
The church’s need for help in getting the new website up and running is not going to go away.

  

Baptism
  

Nathaniel Athanasius Durbin, son of Sage and Hope Durbin (and baby
brother of Ezra Durbin), was baptized during the service on Ascension
Day, May 21. Welcome to the family of God!

  

  

Congratulations!
  

Congratulations to Christine Colville, who has graduated from Boulder Creek
High School in Anthem.
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As we gather for worship on Sunday mornings, the pastor
and elders request that attendees follow these social

distancing and hygiene precautions:
  

 1) Attendance at the services is not obligatory, especially for members and friends of the congregation
who are advanced in age, or who have a preexisting health condition that makes them particularly
vulnerable to COVID-19. And if you feel sick on a Sunday morning, you should not attend the service.
Between each Sunday service, during the week, our cleaning company thoroughly cleans and sanitizes
those parts of the building that are used on Sunday mornings.
  

 2) Each service will be videorecorded. After the service, the video file will be edited and uploaded to the
congregation’s YouTube page:

www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ8jo_hzyB6L0ggIuFC-OUQ
Later in the day on Sunday, those who were not able to attend the service in person will be able to view it
from that page, or from this page in the church website:

redeemerscottsdale.angelfire.com/videorecordings.html
Redeemer does not have an Internet connection at the church, and is therefore not able to offer a
livestreamed service.
  

 3) If you want to visit with fellow worshipers, please do this outside in the open air, before you enter the
building prior to the beginning of the service, or after you leave the building following the conclusion of
the service. We want to avoid the congregating of people in the corridors or in the narthex, before or after
the service, since we do not want the inward or outward flow of traffic to be blocked. Please enter and
leave the building through the double doors that open from the patio. Worshipers are asked not to shake
hands with, or otherwise to touch or brush up against, other worshipers. As much as is possible, you
should stay six feet away from others. When you do enter the building, you may pause briefly to put some
hand sanitizer on your hands, using one of the dispensers located on the tables along the wall of the main
corridor. 
  

 4) For now, worshipers are encouraged to wear a mask during the service. According to our best current
understanding of how COVID-19 is spread, a mask helps to inhibit the emission of water droplets into the
air, when someone who is wearing one speaks, sings, or coughs. These droplets can carry the virus from
an infected person to someone who comes into contact with those droplets. It is also important to
remember that people may be infected with the virus and be contagious for up to two weeks before they
develop symptoms, and that some people who are infected never develop symptoms. So, masks are
primarily for the health and peace of mind of others, more so than of the wearer. If you do not have a
mask that you can bring from home, masks are available on the tables in the main corridor. You may take
one for yourself, and then keep it. If you choose not to wear a mask or are not able to wear one, you are
asked to exercise a high level of caution with respect to social distancing, and in speaking, singing, or
coughing when you are near other people.
  

 5) On your way in, please also pick up a bulletin from the counter in the narthex. The hymns will be
printed on an insert in the bulletin, since hymnals will not be used during the service. And on your way in
(or on your way out) you may place an offering in one of the offering plates located at the entrances to the
nave. No offering will be received during the service, and there will be no communion registration in the
narthex before the service. Worshipers are asked to space themselves out in the nave, and to sit only in
every other pew. The pews that should remain empty are marked with “PLEASE DO NOT SIT HERE”
signs. Members of the same household may, of course, sit in close proximity to each other in the same
pew, but if two households share a pew, there should be at least six feet between the two groups.
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 6) The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in every service. The pastor will carefully wash his hands in the
sacristy immediately before the rite of Holy Communion begins, and as needed will also use hand
sanitizer during the distribution. During the distribution, each table will consist of only six communicants.
If you come forward to receive communion, you should stand at a place along the communion rail where
a cushion is located, but you should not kneel on the cushion or touch the communion rail. The pastor will
place the body of Christ in your cupped hands, while being careful not to touch your hands as he does so.
It is assumed that each communicant will wish to receive the blood of Christ by means of an individual
cup, but you may request beforehand to be communed from the chalice if that is what you desire.
  

 7) There will be no ushering for communion. If you wish to commune on a given Sunday, please come
up on your own, while being careful to remain at least six feet away from the others who are coming up,
or who are returning to their seats, while you are coming up or returning to your seat. In general, those
who wish to commune who are sitting closer to the front of the church, should go up first; with other
communicants who are sitting further back, watching to see when it would be their turn to go up.
Whenever possible, communicants should go forward by means of the center aisle, and should return to
their seats by means of the side aisles.
  

 8) It is acceptable if a communicant member who is worshiping at church each Sunday, chooses not to
commune each Sunday, but chooses instead to commune approximately every other Sunday. This has
been the most common practice of most of the communicant members of the church. Those who wish to
commune every other Sunday may, on their own, stagger their participation, so that about half of them
would be participating, say, on the first and third Sundays of the month, and the other half would be
participating on the second and fourth Sundays of the month. It is also acceptable if a communicant
member does choose to commune each Sunday. This has been the most common practice of some of the
communicant members of the church. And it is acceptable if a communicant member decides to refrain
from participation in the sacrament for a while, even if he or she is in attendance at the services.
Communicant members who do not at present wish to commune in the public service, or who are not yet
attending public services, may also make an appointment with the pastor for private communion at their
homes or at the church, at any time they desire this. As a general principle, there are no rules or
expectations concerning individual communion frequency. The sacrament will be available each Sunday,
bu no one will be judged or criticized if he or she does not wish to commune each Sunday.
  

 9) If you need to use the restroom, lock the door behind you after you enter, so that no one else will be
able to enter the restroom while you are using it. When you leave, please use the hand sanitizer that is
located in the corridor near the doors to the restroom (since you would have needed to touch the doorknob
and the lock on your way out). If you are waiting to use the restroom while someone else is using it,
please stand at the end of the corridor near the exit door, so that the person who is in the restroom will not
bump into you as he or she leaves.
  

10) There will be no refreshments, Sunday School, or Adult Bible Class after the service. Sunday School
materials are being made available to families with Sunday School age children, with the expectation that
parents will go through those materials with their children at home. The 7 p.m. Thursday evening Internet
Study Group, which uses the online Skype conferencing program, also continues. Please contact the
pastor if you want to be included in those online classes.
  
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Scottsdale, Arizona
Revised 27 May 2020
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
June 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

Church
Council
7pm (online)

Internet Study
Group 7pm

7 Holy Trinity 8 9 10 11 12 13

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

14 Pentecost 2 15 16 17 18 19 20

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

21 Pentecost 3 22 23 24 25 26 27

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

28 Pentecost 4 29 30

Divine Service 9am;
Catechism class 6pm
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Video recordings of our services are posted each week on the church’s website, and on the church’s YouTube page.


