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In June, my son and I took a “guy vacation” to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania – 

the site of the famous Civil War battle, in July 1863, that is generally referred 
to as the “High Tide of the Confederacy.” Many Americans remain fascinated 
by the history of this war. But the fact that this war was fought, and that 
hundreds of thousands of young Americans died in it, is really a shameful 
blight on the history of the United States. 
     There should have been a way for Americans to use the democratic process 
to sort through their regional differences, and especially to settle the dispute 
over slavery, without hurling themselves into a fratricidal war. The United 
Kingdom and the British Empire had found a way to abolished slavery 
without a war. So had the other countries of Europe. In the decades that led up 
to the firing upon Fort Sumter, slavery could have been phased out here too. 
But it was not. Flaring tempers made the situation ever worst. Anger, pride, 
and rashness reigned, not reason and compromise. And so, by the time the 
war did come, a war was probably the only option. What a tragedy. What a 
shameful disgrace that our country, north and south, let this happen, and made 
this happen. 
     In the nation, in the family, and in the church, human disputes often evolve 
in a similar way, and traverse a similar pathway. A difference of opinion leads 
to an argument, which leads to a conflict, which leads to irreparable harm and 
a deep scarring of relationships. When the Founding Fathers of the United 
States signed the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, they 
differed on slavery. They assumed that in the future, their children and 
grandchildren would figure out some peaceful way to resolve this. They were 
wrong. The issue did not get resolved peacefully. It festered and grew, and 
less than a century later, it tore the country apart. 
     How are we handling the differences we have with others now? Focusing 
here on our families and on our congregation, are we making sure that 
seemingly minor problems will not become major disruptions? Are we letting 
unsettled disputes fester, so that they will explode at some point in the future 
to the harm of all? Are we allowing sinful attitudes on a small scale, to evolve 
into sinful attitudes on a large scale? 
     Or are we learning a lesson from historical tragedies like the Civil War? 
Are we learning a lesson from the Scriptures themselves? We read in the 
Book of Proverbs: “A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to 
anger quiets contention” (15:18, ESV). “Good sense makes one slow to anger, 
and it is his glory to overlook an offense” (19:11). “When a man’s ways 
please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him” (16:7). 
     Human wisdom, informed by such divine guidance, can achieve much in 
this world in terms of finding ways to settle differences among people before  

(continued on Page 2)  
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Sunday School Opportunities 
     The Redeemer Sunday School has offered two combined classes for the past several years: one for Preschool/Early 
Elementary age groups, and one for Middle/Upper grades age groups. We are blessed that our Sunday School 
population continues to expand – with even more babies now on the way! In view of this growth, summer is a good 
time to look to the future staffing needs of the Sunday School program. We would like to enlist a “volunteer assistant” 
to help the regular teacher each week of the summer Sunday School quarter. No prior Sunday School teaching 
experience is necessary. Training more volunteers will also give us a broader pool of individuals to call upon in the 
future, should a substitute teacher be needed. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity, and select a date to volunteer 
on the Summer Teacher Sign-up sheet. Your participation will be greatly appreciated. Questions can be directed to 
Sunday School Coordinator Carol Webber. 

 

From The Pastor’s Desk (continued from Page 1) 
 
they get out of hand. But as Christians, we know that at the deepest level, the only enduring peace we can experience in 
this sinful world, is the peace that comes from outside this sinful world. It is a peace that comes from God’s Son. Jesus 
says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). 
     The peace that Jesus brings does not only guide us in preventing future conflict, or in preventing small problems 
from becoming big problems. His peace is the peace of forgiveness, which also heals the wounds of the past. In the 
reality of Christ’s forgiveness, we are reconciled to God. And in the restorative power of that forgiveness we are also 
reconciled to each other, as we humbly admit our failings, and as we humbly pardon others for their failings. We pray 
to our Father in heaven for the forgiveness of our trespasses against him and his will, even as we then also pray that he 
will show us the way to forgive those who have trespassed against us. There are great blessings in this, for the 
strengthening of faith; and for the strengthening of love and goodwill in families and in churches. And the alternatives – 
the “civil wars” that eventually break out when conflicts and potential conflicts are not dealt with properly – are 
definitely not what we want. 
     The devil does want to bring pain and discord to our families and churches, just as he wants to bring pain and 
discord to the nations of the earth. But Christ is the Lord here. His Word governs here. His gospel makes all things new 
here!  
 
– Pastor Webber 

 

Convention Essay 
 
Rev. Shawn Stafford, Pastor of Hartland and Manchester Lutheran Churches (ELS) in Minnesota, shares these 

thoughts: 

 
     One of the highlights of the ELS Convention each year is the essay, which focuses on some particular doctrine or 
practice of the church. This year’s essay, connected to the overall vision statement of the synod, “Engage Others with 
Jesus,” was entitled “Engage Families with Jesus.”  Essayist Rev. Donald Moldstad, chaplain of Bethany Lutheran 
College, presented the home as “Heaven’s Little Embassy” here on earth. Moldstad did an excellent job at showing that 
the home is a place where evangelism takes place, as parents bring their children to be baptized, and train and nourish 
them in their faith through regular devotions and by modeling faith and repentance in their own lives. The unique God-
given roles of Christian fathers and mothers was clearly presented. Challenges to Christian family life were also 
addressed, such as divorce, modern culture, false views of family in public education, and pornography. To strengthen 
our faith and family life, Moldstad directed us back to Luther’s Catechisms, which, in turn, direct us to Scripture.  
 
The essay can be downloaded from the synod web site here:  
http://www.els.name/download/2013_convention/SynodEssay_2013.pdf 
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Member Interview: Dave and Angie Kohlgraf 
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant) 

 

 

Erica: How long have you been attending Redeemer?   
 
Dave and Angie: We have been attending here since 1999. 
 
Erica: What first brought you here?   
 
Dave and Angie: In 1999 after our girls had all moved out of our home we 
decided to move from Rochester, Minnesota, to a warmer climate. Dave 
had worked in the Phoenix area in the winter months three times. Angie 
worked for Mayo Clinic and Dave worked for US West, so we both were 
able to transfer with our jobs. We had friends that had moved here a few 

years earlier that had found Redeemer and invited us to come to a service. When we came to the first 
service we were welcomed with open arms.  
 
Erica: What has compelled you to stay?   
 
Dave and Angie: The services were what we were used to and we felt we had found a home. As it 
turned out we bought a house that is only 15 minutes from church and that sealed the deal where we were 
going to church. 
 
Erica: I remember Angie talking about being members of the WELS before. What made you decide to join 

the ELS?    
 
Dave and Angie: Redeemer is affiliated with the WELS and preaches true doctrine. 
 
Erica: Tell me a little bit about your family.  
 
Dave and Angie: We have three daughters: Denise, Lisa and Jennifer. They have given us six 
grandchildren: three girls and three boys. We have also received one great-grand-daughter. What a ball of 
energy she is! They all live in Minnesota. 
 
Erica: What do you like to do for fun and relaxation? 
 
Dave and Angie: Most of our travels revolve around things going on back in Minnesota. We are both retired 
and we have started to walk in the early mornings. There is usually a cribbage game or two in the 
afternoon. Dave has his grill and most of the time can turn out a good meal. Angie on occasion gets back 
into sewing and enjoys cooking. We also enjoy using our swimming pool during the long hot summer. 
 

Erica: Angie, you're a pretty active member of the Ladies' Guild. How long have you been the Ladies' Guild 

president?   
 
Angie: I am now in my fourth year as the Ladies Guild president.  
                                                                                                                                                (continued on page 4) 

(continued on Page 4) 
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Member Interview: Dave and Angie Kohlgraf (continued from Page 3) 
Erica: Since I've also been involved with the Ladies' Guild, I know what kinds of things you do, but others 
might not. What have been some of your favorite events, duties, and other aspects of being on this important 
committee? 
 
Angie: The most challenging and rewarding event I have experienced was the 2012 E.L.S. Women's Mission 
Rally that was held here at Redeemer. The ladies really worked hard to make it a great day for all.  I try to do 
my best to make sure that everything is going smoothly in all our duties. 
 
Erica: Dave, you're pretty active at church, too. It seems like you wear a lot of hats, actually. What kinds of 
positions have you held and do you currently hold?   
 
Dave: I held the position of elder for a short time but was not comfortable in a leadership position.  I do enjoy 
the handyman jobs that are always showing up around the church and our neighborhood. 
 
Erica: What do you like most about Redeemer?    
 
Dave and Angie: We like the true doctrine services.  We also feel like we have an extended warm and caring 
family here. 
 
Erica: Is there anything about it you would change?   
 
Angie: I would like to see more of our ladies to get involved with the Ladies's Guild. There [are] a lot of 
things that we do and really could use more help with the church activities. It is good fellowship time and 
rewarding. The church belongs to all of us and it needs more participation in work projects. 
 
Erica: I know there probably aren't very many people who don't know you, except for some of the newer 
members or those who don't come very often. What would you like people to know about you that we haven't 
discussed?  
 
Dave and Angie: We enjoy meeting new people. However, sometimes it takes a while to remember names.  
So, please bear with us. 
 
Erica: Thank you so much for taking the time to visit with me, and let us get to know you a little bit better! 
 

 
Kneeling Hassocks 

 
     For a few months now, several kneeling hassocks have been available in the church nave for those who 
wish to use them during the confession of sins or during the consecration in the Lord’s Supper, as their 
individual piety may suggest. If you do wish to kneel at one or both of these times during the service, but if 
there is no kneeling hassock in the pew where you usually sit, please feel free to take one from a pew where it 
is not being used, and move it to the pew where you sit. 
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Spiritual Fathers 
     A book on the doctrine of the Ministry, on which Pastor Webber has been working for several years, has 
now been published. The title is Spiritual Fathers: A Treatise on the Lutheran Doctrine of the Ministry, with 

Special Reference to Luther’s Large Catechism. It is a paperback book, with 249 pages, and can be ordered 
online from the Bethany Lutheran College Bookstore web site for $16.95, plus shipping. In the future Pastor 
Webber will have some copies of the book that can be purchased from him in person, without the need to pay 
for shipping. 
     The current plan is that profits from the sale of this book will be saved up, and when enough money has 
accumulated, these profits will be used to pay for a Ukrainian translation of the book. And once that is done, 
any additional profits that come in will also be saved up, and will be used to pay for a Spanish translation of 
the book. A copy of Spiritual Fathers is in the parish library. There is also a web page with additional 
information about the book here: http://tinyurl.com/spiritualfathers 
 
 

Devotion: “Never Thirst” 
 
      July 10, 1913. Do you 
know the significance of that 
date? On that day was 
recorded the highest 
temperature ever observed 
not just in the continental 
United States, but in the 
world. On that day in Death 
Valley, California, the 
temperature reached 134 
degrees.  
     More than likely you will 
not have to endure summer 
temperatures that high, not 
just this summer but ever. 
More than likely you’ll think 
that when it reaches into the 
90s it’s getting pretty hot, 
especially if the humidity is high. More than likely 
you’ll be satisfied to take advantage of your or 
someone else’s air conditioning when the heat 

begins to be oppressive.  
     And that’s all well and good. But don’t forget the 
most important way to survive the summer heat: 
keeping hydrated. Modern-day experts say that 
women need to ingest 2.2 liters of liquids per day; 
for men it’s 3 liters. And in higher temperatures 
(which make you lose more liquids by sweating) 
those amounts should be increased. 

If you’ve ever been 
dehydrated, you know how 
scary that can be. Imagine, 
though, someone 
intentionally becoming 
dehydrated. That would seem 
crazy. And yet when it comes 
to 
our spiritual well being, too 
often we do just that. We 
avoid taking in what we 
know we need. We tell 
ourselves that we can make it 
on our own. We ingest things 
that are downright bad for us. 
 How important is the 
water needed for spiritual

life! In the water of baptism 
God washes our sins away because of the saving 
work of His Son. Jesus’ perfect life and innocent 
death provide eternal salvation for us and He gives 
us that blessing in our baptisms. And Jesus continues 
to give us the water we need: “Whoever drinks of 

the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

again. The water that I will give him will become in 

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” 

(John 4:14; ESV).  
 

From the ELS Board for Home Outreach
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Summary of 2013 ELS Convention, June 17-19, 2013 
• Three pastors, one teacher, and one congregation (Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, Leander, 

Texas) were received into membership. 

• The Doctrine Committee will make a guide to the most common Bible translations; will provide a 

brochure explaining the differences between the ELS and ELCA by the time of the 2014 convention; 

and will produce a Bible study for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and the 100th anniversary 

of the synod. 

• The Board for Lutheran Schools of America will make available online resources, materials, curricula, 

and information for parents to use, especially in the realm of homeschooling. 

• Resolved that the president and Communication Director more effectively share with every 

congregation and member a unified picture of synodical activity, the work of the synod, and its 

blessings. 

• The Board for Christian Service will give further consideration to the issue of a remembrance for 

military personnel. 

• Resolved that congregations of the synod gather a two-year anniversary thank-offering in connection 

with the synod centennial.  An offering committee is to be appointed. 

• The Synod Review Committee will conduct a review of the ELS Handbook and report its progress to 

the 2014 annual convention. 

• The administration and regents of Bethany Lutheran College are encouraged to provide first and 

second year courses in both the Greek and Hebrew biblical languages on an annual basis. 

• Pastors, delegates, and congregations are encouraged to note the services available to members 

involved in the military from the ELS and its sister synods and to reach out to military personnel and 

their families. 

• The 2014 Convention will be held at Bethany Lutheran College from Sunday, June 15 to Thursday, 

June 19, 2014. 

• The convention essay, “Engaging Families With Jesus,” by Rev. Donald Moldstad, provided valuable 

discussion.  You may access the essay on our synod’s webpage:  

http://www.evangelicallutheransynod.org/download/2013_convention/SynodEssay_2013.pdf  

• The ELS Historical Society presented on June 16, 2013, an historical play, “The Oaks Still Stand,” 

written by seminarian Michael Lilienthal.  The play was video recorded and plans are being made to 

make it available for future use.   

 

Announcement 
     Fred Lingenfelder’s name has not been added to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Clergy Roster, as was 
originally planned. Following a meeting of the Elders and Pastor where this was discussed, and before the 
recent synod convention, Fred withdrew his request for the convention’s ratification of the pastoral colloquy 
that had been held last November. The reasons are personal and practical, and did not involve any doctrinal 
disagreements. Fred remains as a member of the Board of Elders of the congregation, and will still be 
performing the duties that are customarily performed by Elders at Redeemer. We thank him for his continuing 
service among us as an Elder, and also as congregational Treasurer. 
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Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 
lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


