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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”
(Matthew 8:20, ESV)

   

With these words, Jesus reminds us that he, as an itinerant preacher, was always moving around from
place to place. He preached and taught out in the open, on hillsides, along the seashore, in the streets, and in
private homes. But when he had the opportunity to do so, he also preached and taught in synagogues, and in
the temple at Jerusalem. He did not need to use a special building, dedicated to the worship of God, for the
conducting of his ministry. But he also did not avoid the use of such buildings, when they were available:
   

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was
teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and
not as the scribes. (Mark 1:21-22, ESV)

   

And every day he was teaching in the temple... And early in the morning all the people came to him in
the temple to hear him. (Luke 21:37-38, ESV)

   

As with Jesus, so also with the church of all ages
and of our time as well: Christians do not absolutely
need to have church buildings in which to hear God’s
Word, to receive the sacraments, or to pray.
Congregational gatherings can take place out in the
open, in private homes, and in rented facilities. But
when we are able to have a special building dedicated to
the worship of God, with all the conveniences and
advantages that such a building affords, we do not refuse
to receive such a gift from the hand of our Lord. And by
the grace of God our congregation does indeed have
such a sanctuary – a sacred precinct where we can
gather in the name of Christ, around the means of grace
that Jesus has instituted for his church. And when we
come together here in this way and for this purpose, we
claim and embrace this promise of Jesus: “For where
two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among
them” (Matthew 18:20, ESV).
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With respect to our church building, as we thank God for it, and as we endeavor to glorify him in our
use of it for the advancing of his kingdom in our community, we are particularly grateful that we now own this
property free and clear, with no debt or financial encumbrances attached to it. As a way of marking this
milestone in the history of our congregation, the 9 a.m. Divine Service on Sunday, January 19, will be a
special service of thanksgiving for this blessing. The service will be followed by a “slide show” presentation
on the history of the building, focusing on the construction of the main section of the building in 1991, and on
the construction of the education and fellowship wing in 2002. The progress of both of those building projects
was well-documented with photographs, which we will view and enjoy together. After this presentation, those
present will also enjoy together a catered barbeque lunch.

An important component of this special day is our desire to make it to be also a “homecoming” or
“reunion” day. And so we are reaching out to former members and other friends of the congregation, who
worshiped at Redeemer in the past, and were blessed here by the ministry of Word and Sacrament during their
time with us; and we are inviting them to join us once again for the special events of this day. Redeemer’s
current members and seasonal worshipers are encouraged to think of relatives and acquaintances in this
category, and to ask them to be with us on January 19. And for any who may be reading these words right
now: Please join us on this special day! We would love to see you again, and to have you unite your voices
with ours, in thanksgiving to our gracious Lord and Savior for his manifold kindness toward our congregation.
   

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” (Psalm 122:1, ESV)
   

– Pastor Webber
   
   

Library News
   

NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
   

The Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living As If He Doesn't Exist by
Craig Groeschel  
In this small group bible study, Groeschel encourages you and your group to
be more than just “Christian” in name, to be honest before God, and to break
free of hypocrisy to live a more authentic, God-honoring life.
   

Mere Creation; Science, Faith & Intelligent Design edited by William A.
Dembski  
As cracks in the Darwinian edifice have begun to appear, many are asking
whether a defensible alternative exists. In response to this growing crisis, a
movement has emerged among scholars exploring the possibility of
intelligent design as an explanatory theory in scientific descriptions of the
universe. In this book nineteen expert academics trained in mathematics,
mechanical engineering, philosophy, physical anthropology, physics,
astrophysics, biology, ecology and evolutionary biology, investigate the
prospects for this emerging school of thought. Challenging the reigning
ideology of materialistic naturalism on both scientific and philosophical
grounds, these scholars press the case for a radical rethinking of established
evolutionary assumptions.
   

 Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Premier Reference Series) by J. D.
Douglas  
The Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary provides a visual journey for
anyone interested in learning more about the world of the Bible. A
condensation of the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, the
material is based on the New International Version and is cross-referenced to the King James Version. This
volume contains over 7,200 entries, 500 four-color photographs, charts, and illustrations, 75 four-color maps,
and a Scripture index.
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Quantum Glory: The Science of Heaven Invading Earth by Phil Mason  
Quantum Glory addresses the revelation in nature of the glory of God and the wonders of the universe. Part
One explores the subatomic world, revealing an exceptionally intricate divine design that unveils the mind of
our Creator. In Part Two, the author explains how the glory of God invades our physical universe to bring
about miracles of divine healing.
   

Many Infallible Proofs: Practical and Useful Evidences of Christianity by Henry Madison Morris, Ph.D. 
While skeptics and atheists abound, overwhelming evidence that Christianity is uniquely and completely true
exists. In Many Infallible Proofs, Henry Morris boldly conquers objections to the Christian faith and the Bible
equipping you to effectively defend your faith and share the gospel of Jesus Christ.
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

  
Choir Rehearsals
   

The choir will meet for Sunday morning rehearsals at 8:30 a.m., on January
5, 12, and 19, in preparation for singing at the special service of
thanksgiving that will be held on January 19. New singers are welcome!

   
Ladies Guild News
   

The Ladies Guild would like to thank all the congregants who helped decorate our Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall for the Advent and Christmas Seasons. The volunteers truly achieved a beautiful visual
display for everyone to enjoy. Now, as we move into the Epiphany Season, we will have a Christmas
de-decorating day on Sunday, January 5, following the Adult Bible Class. The creche will remain on display
for a couple more weeks into the Epiphany Season, to celebrate the Adoration of the Magi.

The past year was a very busy
and successful time for the Ladies
Guild. We fulfilled our missionary
objectives by donating $3,412 to
church and synod mission projects.
Then we supported the mission of the
Alpha Resource Center by donating
carloads of diapers and layette items
for the spiritual and physical care of
mothers and their infants.

The Ladies Guild fulfilled our objective of promoting Christian fellowship by hosting three luncheons
and six soup suppers. We also welcomed seven new members and two confirmands into the congregation, by
hosting coffee and cake receptions.

Continuing into 2020, the Ladies Guild will be providing desserts for the upcoming January 19 catered
luncheon that will follow the special service of thanksgiving for our debt retirement. Other dates to remember
in 2020 include the following:
  

February 22 - Women’s Mission Rally in West Jordan, Utah, hosted by Hope Lutheran Church. Men
are also invited to attend.

Month of February - start of Diaper Drive for Alpha Resource Center, culminating with a visit       
from Director Kay Retberg on April 26.

February 26 - Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten Season.
  

Finally, the following officers will be serving the Ladies Guild in 2020... President: Carole Clingan.
Vice President: Lori Wendt. Treasurer: Marilyn Bonnell. Secretary: Sandy Carlson. Alpha Ambassador:
Jennifer Seman. Altar Guild Coordinator: vacant. Hospitality Coordinator: Cheryl Hartigan. Fellowship
Coordinator: Susan Muth.
   

– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
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 Follow Jesus
  

When was the last time that you used the stars to navigate? Stars!? We don’t even use printed maps
anymore. We pull up “maps” on our smart devices and away we go. It wasn’t that long ago when stars were
used for navigation. We have a vestige of that practice: the north star. In the northern hemisphere, the north

star points consistently to the north pole regardless of the
time of year or the time of night. If you know how to locate
the north star, even if you are lost, you will at least know
what direction you are going.

We are lost. We have a sense of it. We don’t always
know which way we are going. We have this nagging feeling
that life is not turning out the way that it should; that we are
not who we are supposed to be. The cause is sin. Sin has
darkened our world and our lives. We are all just stumbling
around trying to find our way. In our blindness, we hurt the
people around us. Sometimes, we don’t see them and their
needs. Sometimes, we selfishly don’t even care. If only

someone could show us the way. If only there was a star that we could follow. There is!
Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will

have the light of life” (John 8:12, EHV). Jesus was born to guide you safely to heaven. He came into this dark
sinful world to find and to rescue you. He lived and died so that all of your sins are forgiven. Everything that
you have ever done wrong is paid for. Your guilt is taken away. He didn’t do this because you were good or
because He needed you in some way. Jesus did it because He loves you. He wants you to be safely home with
Him in heaven.

Follow Him. Read the Bible and learn more about what Jesus has done in love for you. He can be your
north star. When life gets dark and you can’t find your way, Jesus will guide you. He will take you by the hand
and get you safely home. Follow Jesus. The new year is a time to set a new direction or to affirm an old. Join
us to worship God and study His Word as we follow Jesus the Savior.
   

– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach
  

  

New Members Interview: Ron and Brenda Eldred
  

Interviewed by Jennifer Seman
   

This past December Redeemer officially welcomed into membership Ron & Brenda Eldred. They are familiar faces
to many in our congregation but we want to introduce them formally to our family near and far!
   

Jennifer: Ron and Brenda, I know your origins and travels have taken you many places. Why don’t you start with
telling us where you both grew up.

Brenda: I grew up in phoenix until I was 10 years old. Moved to rural central Arizona, including Yarnell,
Prescott, and ultimately settling in Cottonwood 30 years ago.

Ron: I grew up in a large non-Christian family in the bay area of California (Santa Clara), through age 14. I
have great memories of playing in plum orchards, going down to “the creek” to catch frogs, and playing youth
sports. It’s where God introduced me to his church around the age of ten, through our friends and neighbors across
the street who would take me to a Foursquare church. My parents weren’t anti-Christian, they just didn’t have any
experience or energy around it and were happy to let me go. I do thank God for that. As a teenager, around 1986,
my family moved to the Seattle area, which is where I lived and worked until 2015.
   

Jennifer: When did you get married and how many children and grandchildren do you have?
Ron: Brenda and I were married in 2004 after meeting on-line through eHarmony. At the time we were one

of the few couples we knew that had done this successfully, as this was a fairly new way to do such things. We
have seven children between us, and now have 11 grandchildren – all of whom reside in Arizona.

Brenda: Same as Ron.
Jennifer: When and where did you each get baptized?
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Brenda: I was baptized in an American Lutheran church in west
Phoenix off Camelback Road when I was 6 months old. I spent my childhood
in the Church of the Lutheran Confession, Youth confirmation in the LCMS in
Wickenburg, then lured away to a Baptist church where I was misinformed and
re-baptized at 20. They do not believe infant baptism is valid. (An error that
we Lutherans know is incorrect) I remained there until about 12 years ago,
where I returned to the Lutheran tradition of faith.

Ron: I was baptized in my early twenties (around 1980) in Sumner,
Washington, at a Pentecostal church. Was quite the experience as the
leadership there fully believed I would come out of the water speaking in
tongues or whatever. I was absolutely open to the opportunity to have that
occur and disappointed everyone (and myself) as I emerged from the water just
as silent as I entered it. Of course, all of this makes sense to me now as I was
never supposed to have this particular “gift”. A great baptism memory
nonetheless.
   

Jennifer: One thing we have in common is our mutual admiration for the work that Pastor Chris Rosebrough has
done through his Fighting for the Faith ministry. What role did his ministry play in your theological pursuits?

Brenda: I ran across Fighting for the Faith in my internet listening of apologetics and Christian worldview.
I had a strong sense of vocation in the “two kingdoms” of Lutheran doctrine, although early on I did not have a
name for it. Basically as a Christian, I thought it was important to be a good citizen and share the gospel with
others. As I listened to the program, it opened my eyes to errors and drew me back to the Lutheran Church, by
showing by Scripture what was truth.

Ron: Fighting for the Faith was very influential for me early on in our journey out of modern
Evangelicalism. Brenda initially found Chris, and we listened to many critical reviews of sermons that were all too
familiar to us. Chris would dissect the sermon and show us from Scripture why what was being taught was either
out of context, simply incorrect, or just misleading. Chris’s most quoted phrase was “read Scripture with an open
Bible, not an open mind.” Learned a ton about the Lutheran Confessions from him and liked what I was hearing.
Dr. Rod Rosenbladt was another very important voice that Chris had on his program, as I was hearing the Lutheran
faith for the very first time. His presentation titled “The Gospel for Those Broken by the Church” was the perfect
message at the perfect time for us. An incredibly exciting time.
   

Jennifer: What brought you to Redeemer Lutheran?
Brenda: I had heard Pastor Webber on Issues, Etc., around Thanksgiving one year, on the topic of the

Mayflower Pilgrims. My first visit was in early 2014 when one of our daughters had preemie twins in Chandler,
and I made the drive from there to visit. More frequent visits came as another daughter moved to Cave Creek,
making it more convenient. This daughter is the mother of our granddaughter Regan, whom we joyfully bring to
Redeemer very often.

Ron: Same as Brenda.
   

Jennifer: When you did visit Redeemer, what did you like most about it?
Brenda: I liked the reverence of the entire service, and that Christ showed up in the preaching and in His

Body and Blood every week.
Ron: The historic Lutheran Church lives at Redeemer! After being a “new” Lutheran for 6-7 years and

visiting many Lutheran churches between Arizona and the state of Washington, there is a lot of variation out there,
and we knew that we wanted to be in a Confessional Lutheran church that practices, as close as possible, the
practice of the original, historic Christian church. Pastor Webber and his congregation do just that. We feel at home
and know that the Truth is preached and taught. We also thoroughly enjoy Pastor’s Sunday and Thursday night
Bible studies. We are learning so very much! We would encourage everyone to attend these studies.
   

Jennifer: What aspect of the Lutheran liturgy do you enjoy the most?
Brenda: The historic practice of Christians. That is what was consistent and Christ-focused in every aspect

of the service. In particular, confession and absolution is a comfort to my soul.
Ron: Service of the Sacrament. I always knew the Lord’s Supper was special even when I was in the

Evangelical world. Participating in the Lord’s Supper rightly, as a Lutheran, is a most humbling experience for me.
   

Jennifer: What occupies your time outside of Sunday mornings?
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Brenda: We both spend some time helping family members, from baby-sitting and student transportation,
to repairs. Ron is very gifted and gets asked to help fix things often. I enjoy listening to Lutheran podcasts and
watching documentaries with Ron.

Ron: We are very busy with family while we are in Arizona, which I enjoy very much. Brenda and I both
enjoy apologetics and spend a lot of time listening to podcasts together. When I have free time, I am an avid
hiker/backpacker, enjoy golf, and am learning to be an Arizona bass fisherman. Have not yet caught my first
largemouth bass, but it is on the horizon soon I’m sure!
   

Jennifer: I know you have taken some excellent trips oversees with Lutheran Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller. What is a
highlight for each of you from one of those trips?

Brenda: We have been on three trips. Our first was in Germany for the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. We made friends with others from around the country, most having a similar journey to Lutheranism
as our own. The daily devotions, Bible study, Luther’s writings, and hymn-singing, was purposefully put together
with the historic sites, making this an eye opening experience.

Ron: I really enjoyed our visit to Germany and Luther’s roots. Seeing the very same church where the 95
theses were posted was quite the experience. But I must say, our trip to Greece, to travel in the footsteps of Paul,
was incredible. The Lord’s teaching that was going on in that time, and the associated danger to those doing the
teaching, were convincing arguments that the Lord’s will must be done. Visiting Ephesus was quite interesting as
well, where Paul spent three and half years.
   

Jennifer: In recent years you have attended several Issues, Etc. conferences. Who was one of your favorite
speakers?

Brenda: Well, that’s a tough question. Their line-up of speakers is very good and I can’t pick just one.
Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller and Pastor Chris Rosebrough, like Pastor Webber, have a wonderful way of teaching and
speaking to present and former “non-denominational” Christians. Fortunately, we have Issues, etc. to listen to, on a
daily basis, and I would strongly encourage everyone to listen.

Ron: I really appreciated Mollie Hemingway’s perspective on culture and politics. She is a Lutheran as
well. An excellent speaker.
   

Jennifer: When you are in Arizona we look forward to seeing more of you both, in the coming months of 2020!
Thank you so much for taking time during a very busy season and being a part of this interview.

  

ELS Southwest Circuit Women’s Mission Rally
  

Mark your calendars! The circuit mission rally will be held this year at Hope Lutheran Church in West Jordan,
Utah, on Saturday, February 22. Redeemer members – both ladies and gentlemen! – are encouraged to attend.
Several representatives of Hope congregation have always attended the rallies when they were held elsewhere, and
we should partake of their hospitality this year. There are also other fun and interesting things to do in Utah, so you
can make a little vacation out of it!
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
January 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

Internet Study Group
7pm

5 Christmas 2 6 Epiphany 7 8 9 10 11

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School & Adult Class
10:30am; de-decorating
after the Adult Class;
Catechism 6pm

Divine Service 7pm Internet Study Group
7pm

12 Baptism of Our Lord 13 14 15 16 17 18

Choir 8:30am; Service of
the Word w/ spoken
Communion 9am; Ladies
Guild after the service;
Sunday School &
Congregational Forum
10:30am; Catechism 6pm

Quarterly Voters’
meeting 7pm, at
church

Internet Study Group
7pm

19 Special Service 20 21 22 23 24 25

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Presentation
on the history of our church
building 10:45am; catered
luncheon 12pm; Catechism
6pm

Elders meeting 7pm Internet Study Group
7pm

26 St. Titus 27 28 29 30 31

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School & Adult
Class 10:30am; Catechism
6pm

Internet Study Group
7pm

   
“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
  

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

   
 

    
   

_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


