
The Valley Evangel 
Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona 

January 2014 

Another “Pastor Webber” / Dr. 

William Kessel’s Visit ..... Page 2 

 

Member Interview....Pages 3-4, 6 

  

ELS Women’s Mission Rally / 

Ladies’ Guild News……...Page 5 

 

Epiphany picture .………Page 6 

 

Calendar ………………... Page 7 

 

About Our Church……….Page 8 

Inside This Issue 

Worship and Study Times 

Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber 

Editorial Assistant/Layout and 

Design: Erica Olson 

Production Assistant/ 

Printing and Distribution: 

Sarah Kissinger 

Newsletter Staff 

Sunday Divine Service:  

9 a.m., Refreshments after the 

Service 
 

Sunday School/Adult Bible 

Class: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Thursday Internet Study 

Group:  7 p.m. (Ask Pastor 

Webber for log-on info for this 

group, or attend in person at his 

residence. 
 

Friday Bible Study: 10 a.m. at 

the Muth residence 

  
 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

During the Christmas season, the crèche 

that was recently donated to our 
congregation has been on display in the 
central hallway of the church. This 
crèche is comprised of hand-carved 
olivewood figurines of the characters 
related to the story of Jesus’ birth: Jesus 
himself, of course; and also Mary and 
Joseph, the shepherds, and several sheep 
and other animals, set up within the 
stable (which is also made of olivewood). 
     You may have noticed, however, that 
figurines of the Wise Men are not in the 
stable, but are on a separate table, down 

the hallway a bit. If you keep a watch on this 
crèche over the next few weeks, you will 
notice that on January 6, the crèche will still 
be there – and will remain for a time into the 
Epiphany season. But you will also notice 
that the shepherds will be removed from the 
stable, and that the Wise Men will no longer 
be on a separate table, but will themselves 
now be in the stable, worshiping the 
Christchild. These movements of the 
figurines are not arbitrary, but are 
deliberately symbolic. They will serve to 
remind us that we are here dealing with two 
major holidays in our church calendar – 
Christmas and Epiphany – and will also 

remind us of the unique accent of each of those holidays. 
     On January 6, at 7 p.m., the Festival of the Epiphany of Our Lord will be 
observed at Redeemer with a Divine Service. “Epiphany” means 
“manifestation”. The child Jesus was first manifested as the Savior of the 
world – and not only as the Savior of the people of Israel – when the Wise 
Men from the East visited him, to present their gifts to him and to worship 
him. Epiphany is indeed its own special festival, commemorating its own 
distinct historical event. It tells a unique story that is different from the story 
of Christmas. 

Continued on Page 2 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 
     For those of us who are not of Jewish heritage, we cannot directly place ourselves into the Christmas story, 
so to speak, and actively imagine that we were among the shepherds who went to adore the baby Jesus, since 
those shepherds were all Jewish – imbued with the religious beliefs and cultural practices of the Hebrew 
people. Those of us who are Gentiles in our ethnic and cultural identity would have been foreigners to them, 
and we would not personally have “fit in” in the events of the first Christmas night. 
     But those of us who are Gentiles do “fit in” with the Wise Men. They were not of the people of Israel. But 
they knew that the newborn King of Israel was their Savior, too. And when they came to worship him, their 
worship was received, and they were welcomed into his presence. 
     And so, in a certain sense, Epiphany is the “Christmas” of the Gentiles. It extends and stretches the 
Christmas story in such a way as to include all people, of all nations, and to show that all who repent of their 
sins and turn to the Savior of Israel, will know him also as their own Savior – whatever their ethnicity or 
cultural background may be. 
     As the Wise Men from the East came to worship the boy Jesus, so too do we worship Jesus. Just as the 
Wise Men followed the Jewish shepherds of Bethlehem in kneeling down before the divine King in human 
flesh, so too do we follow the Wise Men, in kneeling down before the one who is our Lord and theirs; the 
Savior of his own people and of all peoples; the Ruler of his own nation and of all nations.  
 
And so remember: the Divine Service for Epiphany, January 6, at 7 p.m.! 
 
– Pastor Webber 
 

 

Another “Pastor Webber” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. William Kessel’s Visit 
 
     On Sunday, January 26, the Rev. Dr. William Kessel will serve as our guest preacher, worship leader, and 
Bible Class teacher. Following the Bible Class, a pot luck luncheon will also be held in honor of his visit. Dr. 
Kessel was the mission pastor through whose work the original ELS congregation in Scottsdale was 
organized, in 1984-85. He also served for many years as a Professor at Bethany Lutheran College in 
Mankato, Minnesota. He and his wife Lynne now live in retirement in Cottonwood, Arizona. 

Paul Webber, formerly a member of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, graduated on 
December 3 from Bethany Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Mankato, 
Minnesota, with the degree of Master of 
Divinity. He was assigned to his first call, 
and presented with his diploma of 
vocation, two days later. This call is to 
serve as Pastor of Hope Lutheran Church 
in West Jordan, Utah. He will be ordained 
to the Holy Ministry there on January 26. 
Paul is the son of Pastor Jay and Carol 
Webber. 

 

Paul Webber (left) 
being presentation 
with his diploma of 
vocation by ELS 
President John 
Moldstad 
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Member Interview: Yvonne Samra 
(Conducted by Erica Olson, Editor Assistant) 

 

 

Erica: Thank you for taking time to talk with me, Yvonne. How long have 
you been a member at Redeemer? 
  
Yvonne: I have been a member at Redeemer since September, 2006. 
  
Erica: Have you always been a member of the ELS? 
  
Yvonne: No. As my husband is, I was a baptized and confirmed Anglican. 
  
Erica: Are you originally from Arizona? 

  
Yvonne: No. I am from Seattle, Washington, where I grew up since childhood; but was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky, where my father and mother’s families still live. 
  
Erica: How long have you been married? How did you and your husband meet? 
  
Yvonne: My husband, Joseph, and I were married in 1963. This year, along with our children and 
grandchildren, we celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary. We met through mutual friends at the 
University of Washington. He was attending graduate School and I was working there and attending classes 
in art. 
  
Erica: I know your husband isn't native to the U.S. Where is he originally from? How long has he been here? 
  
Yvonne: He is originally from Nazareth, Israel. He came to the United States 56 years ago. 
  
Erica: Have you been able to travel together to see his family, or have they all moved to the US? 
  
Yvonne: Oh, yes. We have visited Nazareth and the Holy Land many times. In fact, our son Maurice was 
baptized in Nazareth when he was a year old. Only [Joseph’s] oldest sister still lives in Nazareth. Another 
[sister] lives in Canada, and the rest of his family lives in Seattle where my family is. 
  
Erica: Tell me about your family. 
 
Yvonne: Joseph has a son and three grandchildren from a previous marriage. We have two children and two 
grandchildren. Our son has a business degree and works in real estate. Our daughter has a PhD. in English 
and teaches at Florida State University. 
  
Erica: Where do they live? 
  
Yvonne: Our son and two grandchildren live here in Phoenix. Our daughter and her husband live in 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
 
Erica: Do they come to visit you here very often or do you usually travel to see them? 
  

 (continued on Page 4) 
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Member Interview (continued from Page 3) 
Yvonne: [We visit] as often as possible. With their work schedules and [our] grandchildren’s  
school/activities, we usually have Sunday suppers here. Our daughter and [her] husband try to visit twice a 
year, alternating holidays with his family who live in Texas. And we try to visit once a year. 
 
Erica: Do you and your husband work? What kind of work did you and he do? 
  
Yvonne: No. We are gratefully retired. Joseph worked many years for Monsanto as a Chemical Engineer. 
Since he also had a degree in Industrial Engineering, he accepted a position with Aramco. So in 1972, we 
headed to Saudi Arabia! Our children were seven and one year old then. It was not only a good job 
opportunity, but a wonderful chance to travel and allow our children a broader education. By the end of their 
ninth grade year of schooling, they went away to college prep boarding schools and on to universities in the 
States. In 1994, we returned to the U.S. permanently. Living and working abroad gave us the chance to travel 
extensively throughout Europe and the Middle East. It left us with a better understanding and insight about 
other people and their cultures – an awareness, also, of how blessed and grateful it is to be in this Country! 
  
Erica: What do you like to do in your spare time? 
  
Yvonne: My areas of interest have always been focused mainly in fine arts – spending a lot of time learning 
various painting techniques, working with other mediums like printmaking, pottery and sculpting. I also 
occasionally do needlepoint. Right now and over the last two years, I've been attempting to complete a 
detailed miniature replica of a woven Oriental carpet that was transposed for needlepoint. It is my hope to 
finish this piece before the end of 2014. It's been a bit difficult since my wrist surgery some years ago, and 
arthritis. Joseph enjoys duplicate bridge, occasional golf, and keeping up in all aspects of the financial field. 
  
Erica: Getting back to church, what has kept you coming back for so long? 
  
Yvonne: To begin with, as a Christian I never felt an inner satisfaction after attending other previous 
churches, so decided to try Redeemer. (In fact, I was visiting our daughter one year and in her library came 
across a book about Martin Luther. Reading it made things much clearer.) I keep attending Redeemer because 
of the ELS Doctrine; its liturgy, and good sermons spoken solely on the Holy Scriptures by a good pastor. 
Also, I appreciate having an adult class following each Sunday service which gives us a chance to ask 
questions and discuss the day’s sermon. 
 
Erica: I've noticed that from time to time, your husband comes to visit [church] with you. 
  
Yvonne: Occasionally, yes. He likes Pastor Webber, [and] many members of the church, and finds Redeemer 
welcoming. As I mentioned earlier, he is from an Anglican background. I would like for him to attend more 
often but, understandably, the ELS does not allow open communion. 
  
Erica: You’ve been active with the Ladies Guild, too. What kinds of things do you do now and have you done 
in the past? 
  
Yvonne: Mostly, I have served on Altar Guild and [have been] gratified by the experience. To help assist 
other members interested in setting up [for the] Communion Service, I made a step-by-step pictorial 
Guidebook [for setting up for Communion], along with terminology/vocabulary. It's quite helpful. 
 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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ELS Women’s Mission Rally 
ELS Arizona-California Circuit Women’s Mission Rally 

Saturday, February 8, 2014 
 

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3163 Maricopa Avenue 
Lake Havasu, AZ 86406 

928-855-8811 
 

“Today’s Seed Brings Tomorrow’s Harvest” 
 

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. ($20 per person). Coffee and Refreshments served. 
Meeting: 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch: 12 noon – 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Speakers: 

Rev. Steven Petersen – Presentation on ELS World Missions 
Rev. Dr. William Kessel – Presentation on the work of the Lutheran Church at the White River 

Apache Reservation in Arizona 
Kathy Borchert – “Life on the Reservation” 

 
Registration Forms available in the church narthex 

 

 

Ladies’ Guild News 
 
     At the December 15 meeting of the Redeemer Ladies Guild, the annual officer elections were held. The 
officers for 2014 are as follows: President, Lori Wendt. Vice-President, Carole Clingan. Secretary, Erica 
Olson. Treasurer, Erika Schmeissing. Committee chairwomen are as follows: Altar Guild, Angie Kohlgraf. 
Hospitality, Cheryl Hartigan. Fellowship, Erika Schmeissing. Librarian, Sue Muth. 
     The ELS Arizona-California Circuit Women’s Mission Rally for 2014 will be held on Saturday, February 
8, at Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Lake Havasu, Arizona. Registration forms can be found on the counter 
in the Narthex. Pre-registration is appreciated. It is possible that car pooling might be arranged for those 
attending from Redeemer. 
     The Redeemer Ladies Guild thanks all the people who have signed up for coffee hour, setting up for 
Communion, and bringing food items for the morning coffees. This is a continuing need. The Ladies Guild 
activities include Lenten and Advent soup suppers before Wednesday Vesper services, the Easter brunch, the 
Reformation Sunday Oktoberfest, Sunday coffees, and arranging for the purchase of Easter lilies and 
Christmas poinsettias. We also provide the special cakes for new members, baptisms, and other special 
occasions. We encourage all women in the congregation to consider attending a Ladies Guild meeting.  
 
– Angie Kohlgraf, President 
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The Epiphany of Our Lord (January 6: Divine Service at 7 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Member Interview, continued 
 
Erica: So you’re the one who made that! That’s awesome! Thank you for that! 
  
Yvonne: I enjoyed also making five seasonal veils used for the Divine Service, to cover and fit the new chalice and ciborium. 
  
Erica: Those are beautiful. Very nice work! Do you have a favorite activity/role? 
  
Yvonne: No, I don't think so right now except to help when I am able. 
  
Erica: You've been at Redeemer long enough that you probably know almost everyone, but we do have some newer members and 
others who will hopefully soon be joining, and they probably don't know as much about you. What would you like them to know 
about you that they probably don’t? 
  
Yvonne: I like to cook. I hope to write some form of book based on our many travel experiences [and] living 22 years abroad. 
  
Erica: Is there anything else you’d like to add? 
  
Yvonne: I appreciate many at Redeemer who, through example, inspire us. 
  
Erica: Well, thank you so much for your time, and for allowing us to get to know you a little better! 

 



26 
Epiphany 3 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 
(Guest Pastor: Rev. William Kessel) 

Pot luck after AC 
(Elders’ Meeting canceled) 

19 
Epiphany 2 

9 a.m. DS 
10:30 a.m. SS/Congregational Forum 

12 
Baptism of Our Lord 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 
Ladies’ Guild after the service 

(rescheduled from Jan. 19) 
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

(Guest Pastor: Rev. Kermit Habben) 
 

5 
Christmas 2 

9 a.m. DS  
10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

 

Sunday 

27 

20 
7 p.m. 

Quarterly 
Voters’ meeting 

at the church 
(rescheduled 

from Jan. 13) 

13 
 

6 
Epiphany Day 

7 p.m. Divine 
Service 

 
 

Monday 

28 
 

21 
 

14 
 

7 
 

 

Tuesday 

29 
 

22 
 

15 
 

8 
 

1 

Wednesday 

30 
7 p.m. Internet Study 
Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

23 
Internet Study Group 

canceled 

16 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

9 
Internet Study Group 

canceled 

2 
7 p.m. Internet Study 

Group at/from 
Pastor’s residence 

Thursday 

31 
10 a.m. Bible Study 
at the Muth 

residence 

24 
Bible Study canceled 

17 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 
residence 
 

 

10 
Bible Study canceled 

3 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 
residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 
Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

25 

18 
 

11 
9 a.m. Church un-

decorating 

4 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

January 2014 



 

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 
the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 
 

They are published courtesy of 
lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


