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From the Pastor’s Desk 

St. Paul writes: “I therefore...urge 

you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been 

called, with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. There is one body and 

one Spirit – just as you were called to 

the one hope that belongs to your call 

– one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all, who is 

over all and through all and in all” 

(Ephes. 4:1-6, ESV). 

     When I was called to become the 

pastor of Redeemer, the materials that 

were sent along with my diploma of 

vocation made it very clear to me that 

the members of the congregation 

wanted a “liturgical” pastor who 

would conduct a traditional Lutheran 

ministry among them, as a preacher 

and teacher, and as a worship leader. 

In this way Redeemer identified itself 

to me, very decisively, as being on 

one distinct side of a sad division that 

has been taking place among 

Lutheran congregations in America, 

between those that value the liturgical 

and hymnic heritage of the Lutheran 

Church, and those that have cast this 

heritage aside – replacing it with 

musical forms and worship practices 

that originate in non-Lutheran 

sectarian churches and even in the 

world’s entertainment culture. 

     As this broad division within 

visible Lutheranism has become ever 

more pronounced in recent years, 

many “traditional” Lutheran churches 

have been prompted not only to retain 

the worship practices of late 

twentieth-century American 

Lutheranism, but also to reclaim 

certain older traditions and 

ceremonies that were largely lost by 

Lutherans in the past few generations, 

but that had been valued and used by 

Lutherans in earlier times. And so, 

within the general category of 

“traditional” Lutheran churches, one 

will now often find many practices 

and rituals that may seem “new” – 

even though they are actually very 

old, and are just new to us. These 

would include things like a more 

frequent offering and reception of the 

Lord’s Supper (preceded more often 

than in the past by private confession 

and absolution with the pastor); the 

pastor chanting or singing his parts of 

the service (although in our synod – 

the ELS – this custom was never 

lost); the pastor wearing historic 

clergy vestments (such as an alb and a 

chasuble) when he conducts the 

service; people making the sign of the 

cross (especially at times in the 

service when the pastor makes the 

sign of the cross over them); people 

kneeling in the pews for the 

confession of sins and sometimes also 

for the consecration in the Lord’s 

Supper; and a richer artistic 

ornamentation of the sanctuary (with 

things such as processional crucifixes, 

paschal candles, stained glass 

windows, and religious statuary). 

     There are, of course, some 

“traditional” Lutheran congregations 

where such symbolic objects and 

symbolic actions have not been 

introduced (or more properly, re-

introduced). There is a fairly broad 
(continued on Page 2) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued from Page 1) 
range in the degree of ceremonial elaboration that one may find among “traditional” Lutheran churches – 

even as there is a fairly broad range of innovation in so-called “contemporary” Lutheran churches, where one 

can find everything from heavy metal rock and roll “services,” to Baptist-style revival services and 

Pentecostal-style praise services. But pretty much everyone who identifies with the “contemporary” approach 

(broadly speaking) tolerates these variations among their compatriots; even as pretty much everyone who 

identifies with the “traditional” approach (broadly speaking) tolerates the diversity in ceremonial ornateness 

that one finds from congregation to congregation and from individual to individual. 

     In the realm of ceremonies that are neither commanded not forbidden by God, there is (or should be) a 

proper and charitable sense of tolerance and accommodation among those who confess the same Lutheran 

faith, and who worship together with the same kind of Christ-centered, Gospel-focused Lutheran liturgy. 

Some traditional Lutherans find certain historic worship customs to be helpful in their faith and devotion. 

Other traditional Lutherans find a different assortment of historic worship customs to be helpful. But 

Confessional Lutherans do not judge or criticize each other in regard to such matters, and they do not try to 

compel or coerce others in regard to such matters. In the Formula of Concord we confess that “the churches 

are not to condemn one another because of differences in ceremonies when in Christian freedom one has 

fewer or more than the other, as long as these churches are otherwise united in teaching and in all the articles 

of the faith as well as in the proper use of the holy sacraments” (Book of Concord, Kolb/Wengert edition, p. 

640). 

     At Redeemer, since the beginning of my ministry here more than seven years ago, I have endeavored to be 

faithful to my convictions as a Confessional Lutheran pastor, and also to be faithful to the congregation’s 

stated desire – as expressed when it issued God’s call to me – in cultivating and reinforcing a “liturgical” 

identity in and for the congregation. This is reflected in the manner in which I conduct worship services, and 

in the content of the public advertising for our church that has gone out over the Internet and in other media. 

And our church’s public commitment to being a traditional Lutheran church – even as we are surrounded by 

many churches in our region that do not share such a commitment – has been blessed by the Lord. 

     Approximately half of the people who are worshiping at Redeemer on any given Sunday have come to our 

church within the past seven years. And for many if not most of them, they have come precisely because they 

were looking for a traditional congregation, where the kind of things they as individuals appreciated in their 

faith and worship, would also be appreciated by their fellow-believers and fellow-worshipers. When they 

found Redeemer, they found what they were looking for! 

     Redeemer is a traditional and liturgical congregation. But Redeemer is also a ceremonially diverse 

congregation. Some of this diversity was evident to me already when I first arrived. For example, I noticed 

from the beginning that some people communed from the chalice, and some from the individual glasses. 

Some received the communion host in their hands, and some received it directly into their mouths. Some 

made the sign of the cross when they were dismissed from communion, and some did not. 

     Since then, as our congregation has been enriched by the addition of many more members – who have in 

many cases come to us from Confessional Lutheran congregations in other parts of the country – there is even 

more such diversity. As the pastor, and as a member of the congregation myself, I in my own worship follow 

those practices that I find most helpful and beneficial for my faith. I do not impose my personal piety on 

others, and have tried to set an example for others likewise not to impose such things on others. I have instead 

followed and encouraged a policy of respect for the “optional” liturgical customs that do fall within the 

parameters of “traditional” Lutheran practice; that various members of our church may have picked up in 

previous congregations; and that those members want to continue to employ here. 

     My approach has been, and will continue to be, an approach that welcomes and accommodates the full 

range of traditional Lutheran practices – the simpler ones and the more elaborate ones. My approach has 

been, and will continue to be, an approach that welcomes and accommodates the people who value certain 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued from Page 2) 
Lutheran customs with which I or others at Redeemer may not be familiar. For a healthy congregation that is 

rooted in the Gospel, and that lives out its faith in the spirit of the Gospel, a complete “sameness” in personal 

taste and private preference regarding such matters, on the part of all its members, is not necessary. What is 

necessary is that all who share our faith, and our commitment to reverence in worship, would know that they 

have a home at Redeemer! 

     This approach, and this attitude, have worked very well for us, in preserving our unity and harmony as a 

growing and maturing congregation. As we move forward together, and as we are continually enriched by 

new members – and by the meaningful customs that they bring with them – this approach, and this attitude, 

will continue to work very well for us. In regard to that which is primary for us – God’s revealed truth, and 

the salvation of our souls – our church is united in a common commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 

to a way of worshiping that keeps the focus on Christ and his Word. And in regard to the secondary matters 

of personal devotional practice, we are united in a mutual, loving acceptance of the diversity that exists 

among us. 

 

– Pastor Webber 

 

 

 

 

     At the Ladies Guild meeting on December 16 elections for new officers were held. The officers for 2013 

are as follows. President: Angie Kohlgraf. Vice-President: Lori Wendt. Secretary: Donna Lee. Treasurer: 

Yvonne Samra. Committee leaders are as follows. Hospitality: Cheryl Hartigan. Altar: Yvonne Samra. 

Fellowship: Erika Schmeissing. 

     Some changes will take place in the coming year, in the set-up process for Sunday morning coffee and 

treats after the service. Donations of treats have been most appreciated, and we encourage those donations to 

continue. But we now will need volunteers to come early (before the service) to make the coffee, to set up the 

treats, and to stay afterwards to clean up. Erika Schmeissing has primarily been doing this for many tears, but 

she will no longer be able to be the sole person responsible for this task. Others are needed now to take turns 

with this. Erika will still serve as fellowship coordinator, so please speak with her about signing up for a slot. 

Many of us enjoy the coffee and the treats. Our guests also often enjoy getting to know the members of the 

church during this fellowship time. This is a good thing. We all need to pitch in now, to make sure that it 

keeps going! 

 

– Angie Kohlgraf 

Ladies Guild President 

 

 

 

 

     In the near future, several kneeling hassocks will be donated to our congregation in memory of Pamela 

Lingenfelder. Several worshipers at Redeemer currently like to kneel for the confession of sins, even though 

they must do so directly on the floor. There are also others who would probably prefer to kneel, but who do 

not at present do so at Redeemer, because of the difficulty of going all the way down to the floor – and of 

getting up from the floor afterwards! When the kneeling hassocks arrive, they will be “scattered” throughout 

the nave in such a way as to be within the reach of anyone who wants to kneel for this part of the service. 

They will fit under the pew that is in front of the pew in which those who want to use them are sitting. They 

will be able to be pulled out, and pushed back in, with ease.  …                                            (Continued on Page 4) 

Ladies’ Guild News 

Kneeling Hassocks 
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Kneeling Hassocks (continued from Page 3) 
     On one occasion, King Jehoshaphat offered this prayer to God at the temple in Jerusalem: “If disaster 

comes upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and before you 

– for your name is in this house – and cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save” (2 

Chronicles 20:9, ESV). The standing before the Lord that is described here is a posture of reverent respect. 

Elsewhere in Scripture, God’s people are invited to praise him in this way: “Oh come, let us worship and bow 

down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and 

the sheep of his hand” (Psalm 95:6-7a, ESV). The kneeling before the Lord that is described here is a posture 

of respectful reverence. 

     Both of these Biblical postures – standing in reverent respect, and kneeling in respectful reverence – are 

appropriate and suitable for those who humbly call upon the Lord and pray to him, in private and in public 

worship. Both of these postures are used by worshipers in our congregation, according to each one’s custom 

and preference, at times in the service when either or both of these postures are fitting. 

     Having kneeling hassocks available in the pews for those who wish to use them is a proper 

acknowledgment of a worthy and valuable practice. Once they are in place, no one will be compelled to kneel 

at certain times – just as no one is compelled to kneel now. (And of course, no one will be compelled to stand 

at certain times either – just as no one is compelled to stand now.) But the availability of these hassocks will 

make it clear to those who do wish to kneel at certain points in the service, that they are cordially welcome to 

do so; and that their custom is respected here, and will be gladly accommodated here. We are grateful for this 

memorial gift to the church, which will make it easier and more comfortable for those who desire to follow 

this practice. 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran church historian Rudolf Rocholl gives us an intriguing glimpse into the classic liturgical piety of 

seventeenth- and eighteenth-century German Lutheranism, before that piety was largely eclipsed under the 

destructive influence of Calvinism, Pietism, and especially Rationalism: 

 

     According to the Brunswick Agenda of Duke Augustus, 1657, the pastors went to the altar clad in alb, 

chasuble, and mass vestments. Sacristans and elders held a fair cloth before the altar during the 

administration, that no particle of the consecrated Elements should fall to the ground. The altar was adorned 

with costly stuffs, with lights and fresh flowers. ... Until the nineteenth century the ministers at St. Sebald in 

Nuremberg wore chasubles at the administration of the Holy Supper. The alb was generally worn over the 

Talar, even in the sermon. ... The alb was worn also in the Westphalian cities. At Closter-Lüne in 1608 the 

minister wore a garment of yellow gauze, and over it a chasuble on which was worked in needlework a 

“Passion.” ... In 1619 all the churches in the Archbishopric of Magdeburg were strictly charged to pray the 

Litany. In Magdeburg itself there were in 1692 four Readers, two for the Epistle, two for the Gospel. The 

Nicene Creed was intoned by a Deacon in Latin. Then the sermon and general prayer having been said, the 

Deacon with two Readers and two Vicars, clad in Mass garment and gowns, went in procession to the altar, 

bearing the Cup, the Bread, and what pertained to the preparation for the Holy Supper, and the Cüster took a 

silver censer with glowing coals and incense, and incensed them, while another (the Citharmeister?) clothed 

and arranged the altar, lit two wax candles, and placed on it two books bound in red velvet and silver 

containing the Latin Epistles and Gospels set to notes, and on festivals set on the altar also a silver or golden 

crucifix, according to the order of George of Anhalt in 1542. The Preface and Sanctus were in Latin. After 

the Preface the communicants were summoned into the choir by a bell hanging there. The Nuremberg 

Officium Sacrum (1664) bids all the ministers be present in their stalls, in white Chorrocken, standing or  
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Excerpt from History. . . (continued from Page 4) 
 

sitting, to sing after the Frühmesse [Morning Mass], “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast.” The minister said his prayer 

kneeling with his face to the altar, with a deacon kneeling on either side. He arranged the wafers on the paten 

in piles of ten, like the shewbread, while the Introit and Kyrie were sung. The responses by the choir were in 

Latin. Up to 1690 the Latin service was still said at St. Sebald’s and St. Lawrence’s [in Nuremberg]. 

Throughout this (eighteenth) century we find daily Matins and Vespers, with the singing of German psalms. 

There were sermons on weekdays. There were no churches in which they did not kneel in confession and at 

the Consecration of the Elements. 

     (Geschichte der evangelischen Kirche in Deutschland [Leipzig: A. Deichert’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 

Nachfolge (G. Böhme), 1897], pp. 300-02; quoted in Edward T. Horn, “Ceremonies in the Lutheran Church,” 

in Lutheran Cyclopedia [New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1899], p. 83) 
 

 

 

 

 

     Eron Gustav Olson was baptized into Christ at Redeemer on December 2. He is the son of Ron and Erica 

Olson. Godparents were Nicholas & Tonya Cordt and Dan & Lexie Morehouse. “But Jesus called them to 

him, saying, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God’” 

(Luke 18:16, ESV). 

 

Baptism of Eron Gustav Olson 
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Devotion: “The Mayans Were Wrong!” 

 
 

     If you are 

reading this 

article, the 

“Mayan 

calendar 

doomsdayers” 

were wrong.  

The world has 

not come to an 

end.  God has 

graced us with 

another year.  

But, are we 

always 

guaranteed 

another year? 

     If you knew 

that this was 

your last New 

Year, how would it change what you think and do?  

We often use this time to reflect on the past year and 

plan for improvement in the new.  It seems that we 

are willing to admit our failings, at least to ourselves 

if not out loud, in the hope that we will do better in 

the future.  Is that really what our past teaches us?  

Do we do better in the future?  That is not my 

experience.  Every New Year, I look back and wish 

that I had done better.  Sometimes I’ve done so 

terribly that I wish that I could just forget the entire 

year; Hide all those failings; Have a fresh start.  

That’s not something that I can do.  It is what God 

does in Jesus. 

 God said through the prophet Jeremiah, “I 

their sins no 

more.” 

Jeremiah 36:3 

God hid all 

your failings, 

your sins, in 

Jesus and 

punished Him 

in your place.  

God’s justice 

is so fully 

satisfied 

through Jesus 

that He no 

longer 

remembers 

that you 

sinned.  You 

are forgiven.  

Your sins are forgotten.  You have a fresh start in 

Jesus.  Can you expect that you will do better in the 

future?  No.  You will fall short of your expectations 

and of God’s.  That is why the entire life of the 

Christian is a constant clinging to Jesus for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Sheltering in His love, we look 

forward to a bright future here on earth and hereafter 

in heaven. 

     The Mayan calendar doomsdayers may have been 

wrong, but this New Year may be your last.  Prepare 

for the future, whatever it may be.  Hide your 

failings in Jesus.  Every day is a fresh start in Him.  

God grant a truly blessed New Year to you and 

yours in Jesus. 

 
From the ELS Board for Home Outreach

 

 



 

 

27 
Epiphany 3 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ Meeting after the AC 

20 
Epiphany 2 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild meeting after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

13 
Baptism of Our Lord 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS and Congregational 

Forum 

 

6 
Epiphany of Our Lord 

9 a.m. DS with Installation of Officers 

10:30 a.m. SS/Congregational Forum 

 

Sunday 

28 

21 

14 
7 p.m. Voters’ 

Meeting at the 

church 

7 
 

 
 

Monday 

29 
4:30 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

22 
4:30 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

15 
4:30 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

8 
4:30 p.m. 

Catechism Class 

1 
Catechism Class 

Cancelled 

Tuesday 

30 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence  

23 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

16 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at ALRC 

7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group  

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

 

9 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group 

at/from Pastor’s 

residence 

2 
7 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

Wednesday 

31 

24 

17 
 

 

10 
 

3 
  

Thursday 

 

25 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

18 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

11 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

4 
10 a.m. Bible Study 

at the Muth 

residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays, and on major festivals 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

 

26 

19 
 

12 
 

5 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

January 2013 



  

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 

The Valley Evangel, January 2013 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


