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From the Pastor’s Desk
  

The word “politics” is derived from the Greek word for a city, “polis.” As a general principle, when
people live essentially by themselves – say, on an isolated farm or in some other remote location – little if any
effort needs to be expended in figuring out how to “share space” with other people, because there are no other
people. But when people live in a city – a “polis” – then such efforts do need to be made. On the basis of
dialogue, reasoned arguments, and compromises; and in a setting of mutual respect and mutual empathy,
people who need to “share space” in a city, and who need to live together in a close community, figure out
ways of doing this that are calculated to result in a peaceful and harmonious coexistence.

The word “politics” is used to describe the process of figuring out how to live with other people also
at regional and national levels. “Politics” in itself is neither good nor bad. It is simply a description of the
processes and methods people follow as they figure out how to “share space” in a city, a state, or a country.
But there are good politics and bad politics. And of late we have all seen, in our society, some discouraging
examples of bad politics. As we all participate in the political life of our communities, our state, and our
country, we as Christians need to be committed always to following a pathway of good politics: motivated
by a love for God and for our neighbor; and seeking to use our influence to help make our country a better,
safer, and happier place for those who live here, according to the wisdom God gives us.

This doesn’t mean that we should use forums that are designed for working out the problems of civil
government, for the purpose of preaching the gospel. That would be a confusion of the two distinct realms
that God has instituted, for two distinct purposes: the spiritual realm of his church, where the eternal needs
of the soul are the primary concern, and where the message of the gospel – with its persuasive authority –
predominates; and the civil realm of this world, where the temporal needs of the body are the concern, and
where the rule of law – with its coercive authority – holds sway. We are a part of both realms, and fulfill our
roles within each realm in accordance with the purposes of that particular realm.

Christian citizens will not have the same political views on every political question. But there are some
fundamental civic virtues that all of us can be expected to value, and for which we would all be expected to
contend as we participate in the political life of our civil society. These fundamental virtues are largely
embodied in the Declaration of Independence and in the Constitution. So, we don’t have to quote the Bible
to make our case. And in the realm of civil government we shouldn’t do that anyway. These fundamental
virtues are, however, derived from natural law and from the natural knowledge of God – to which all
reasonable people of conscience have access – and are compatible with our moral convictions as Christians.

There are many in our land, however, who either do not know what these civic virtues are, or who are
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deliberately trying to remove them from our nation’s political life – to the harm of the citizenry and of the
republic. The Declaration of Independence speaks of the inalienable right to life, with which our creator has
endowed all people. But the abortion culture of America has always opposed this virtue, much to our nation’s
shame and guilt. Freedom of speech and the free exercise of religion – guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Constitution – are also increasingly being attacked today by people who no longer want to follow the
historic “rules” by which all Americans in the past – Republicans, Democrats, and others – have always tried
to work together to figure out ways of “sharing space” in this country.

In our individual advocacy for these civic virtues, and in our opposition to the disparagement of these
virtues – within the political party of our choice, and within the larger body politic – we will not, as already
noted, preach the distinctive message of the Christian faith. This is not our calling in that time and place. But
we will participate in the political process in a responsible and thoughtful manner; and we will do so in ways
that do not discredit our Christian faith or our reputations as Christians. As Christian citizens operating in the
civil realm, our own consciences are impacted by the voice of the Scriptures, and our character and
convictions are ever more deeply shaped and reshaped by the teachings of the Scriptures. And God’s Word
does in these ways prepare us to carry out our loving duties for the benefit of our fellow citizens: with an
awareness of our accountability to God and man for what we say and how we say it; and for what we stand
for and how we stand for it. These Biblical passages are particularly pertinent:
   

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)
      

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He
said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” But he, desiring to justify
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:25-29)
      

Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the
rights of the poor and needy. (Proverbs 31:8-9)
      

Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter. If you say,
“Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your
soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work? (Proverbs 24:11-12)
      

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another, do not oppress the
widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of you devise evil against another in your heart.”
(Zechariah 7:9-10)
      

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those
who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral
and adulterous. (Hebrews 13:2-4)
      

Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:17)
      

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your good.
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who
carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also
for the sake of conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending
to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:1-7)
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And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone... (Galatians 6:9-10a).
   

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people. (Proverbs 14:34)

– Pastor Webber

Journey with Jennifer
Eighth of a Series Exploring the Holy Land
  

Galilee

The first two weeks I spent in Israel were in the dry, arid,
and hot regions of Jerusalem, the Judean Desert with its ruins of
Masada and the Dead Sea, trekking thru dry wadis (or washes as
you might call them), and constantly seeking the shelter of a tree
from the intense sun during lectures. It came as a great and
welcome relief to spend several days in the lush, green, and cool
northern region around the Sea of Galilee. The region’s geology
contains volcanic and limestone hills with alluvial fertile plains
created by the four headwaters of the Jordan River to the north on
the slopes of Mt. Hermon. They unite and flow into the Sea of
Galilee and follow a course into the Dead Sea. The path from Mt.
Hermon to the Dead Sea is called the Jordan Rift Valley because
it is created by two tectonic plates shifting – which makes the
region prone to earthquakes, and has resulted in the lowest level
of land exposed below sea level (1,300 feet at the Dead Sea
shoreline). The Sea of Galilee is quite shallow (approx. 141 ft
deep at its maximum depth), but its position sandwiched between

mountains makes it susceptible to sudden storms from winds that
course through the valley. The rich soil and fresh water have
supported a healthy agriculture and fish industry for many
millennia. See the link provided below about a first century
fishing boat found buried in the shoreline during a drought period
in 1986!

Matthew (4:12-17) and Luke (4:14-15) record that after
Jesus was tempted by Satan for forty days in the Judean
wilderness, and John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus returned to
Galilee, going at first to Nazareth but then settling in Capernaum.
Jesus is so often associated with Bethlehem, Nazareth, and
Jerusalem that it is easy to overlook that this corner of the country
was the setting for much of the three-year public ministry that
makes up the bulk of the Gospel accounts. For example, ten of
Jesus’ 33 documented miracles in the New Testament took place
in and around the Sea of Galilee, as well as the Sermon on the
Mount. Interestingly, near Capernaum there is a location on the
shore called the “Cove of the Sower.” It is a natural amphitheater
that carries normal speaking voices straight up a hill that could
accommodate 5-7 thousand people. See the link below for a live
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video demonstration! It is likely that this was the location for the Sermon on the Mount and other public
teaching. Then, and today, it is located on a major thoroughfare for transportation. The modern road
construction did not damage the natural acoustics. Wouldn’t it be just like our God to provide a natural
amphitheater near His earthly home and a busy road to allow many people to hear His call to “repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matt. 4:17)? 

Luke records that when Jesus settled in Capernaum He did so in the power of the Spirit, that news
about him spread through the whole countryside, and that He was teaching in their synagogues. Synagogues
is plural because there were several cities in the region and consequently multiple synagogues.

The ruins at Jesus’ home base of Capernaum include a synagogue, but it is dated later than the first
century and appears to have been built atop an older synagogue. The older synagogue may be the same one
that Jesus visited. If so, it would be the one in which Mark and Luke record that Jesus was confronted by a
demoniac (Mark 1:21-27, Luke 4:31-37), and that John describes as the place where He gave a sermon on the
Bread of Life (John 6:22-71).

In Chorazin the remains of a synagogue also exist. Like
Capernaum, however, these remains also date to a later period (100s A.D.),
but there also appear to be older unexcavated ruins that could have been
the synagogue Jesus visited. Most notably, excavations at this site
produced a “Seat of Moses” – a carved stone chair that would have been
occupied by the rabbi teaching in the synagogue. While this particular one
is not from Jesus’ period, it gives us an example of what Jesus may have
had in mind when he said: “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit
in Moses’ seat. So you must obey them and do everything they tell you.
But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach”
(Matt. 23:2-3).

Despite ten of 33 recorded miracles being performed in this region,
including the feeding of the five- and four-thousands (Matt. 14-15) and
many miraculous healings (Matt. 4:23; 15:29-31), the people of Galilee
largely persisted in rejecting Jesus as the Messiah, and as the way, the

truth, and the life. As a result, Matthew and Luke both record Jesus’ curses on the cities of Chorazin,
Bethsaida, and His home base of Capernaum for their unbelief:

Then [Jesus] began to denounce the
cities where most of his mighty works
had been done, because they did not
repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe
to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I tell you, it will be more
bearable on the day of judgment for
Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you,
Capernaum, will you be exalted to
heaven? You will be brought down to
Hades. For if the mighty works done
in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day.
But I tell you that it will be more
tolerable on the day of judgment for
the land of Sodom than for you.” (Matt. 11:20-24)
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True to Jesus’ words, not much remains of these first-century cities that Jesus often visited and in which He
performed many miracles. Today the ruins of Capernaum and Chorazin are identified, but two sites are in
contention for the New Testament Bethsaida (one is closer to the shoreline than the other). Bethsaida was the
hometown of the Apostles Philip, Andrew and Peter (John 1:44) – although by the time of Jesus’ ministry,
Peter, Andrew, James and John were all living in Capernaum working in the fishing industry, and it is from
there that they were called to become fishers of men (Matt. 4:18-22; 8:5-15).

According to Matthew, Jesus returned to live in Galilee to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy (Matt. 4:14-16; Isa.
9:1-2), but I suspect that God also wanted to enjoy one of the most beautiful parts of His creation!

Resources: If you are interested in learning more about the Sea of Galilee region, I highly recommend these
links:

www.bibleplaces.com/seagalilee (overview of the sea of Galilee – names, industries, etc.)
www.bibleplaces.com/tabgha (traditional location where Jesus called four disciples)
www.bibleplaces.com/capernaum (Jesus’ home base during his public ministry)
www.bibleplaces.com/bethsaida (possible vicinity of feeding of the 5,000, recorded in Mark 6)
www.bibleplaces.com/chorazin (Chorazin, cursed with Capernaum and Bethsaida for unbelief)
www.bibleplaces.com/mtbeatitudes (traditional location for the Sermon on the Mount, near cove of the sower)
www.bibleplaces.com/coveofsower (includes a video to demonstrate the acoustics of this location)
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Galilee_Boat (first century boat found in 1986 at the Sea of Galilee)
issuesetc.org/archive (search for episode 0041 with Dr. Craig Evans on archaeological discoveries in Israel)

See also Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible (Zondervan, 1975), General Editor Merrill C. Tenney.

– Jennifer Price

Ladies Guild News
  

Officers serving in the Ladies Guild for
2019 are as follows: President, Carole Clingan;
Vice President, Lori Wendt; Treasurer, Marilyn
Bonnell; Secretary, Sandy Carlson; Altar Guild,
vacant; Hospitality, Cheryl Hartigan; Fellowship,
Sue Muth.

We are searching for anyone who likes to
arrange artificial flowers for our sanctuary altar.  If
you have artistic skills or just enjoy creating a
colorful and tasteful flower display, please see
Carole Clingan. We change our altar flowers about
6 times a year, so the position is not extremely time
consuming.

The Ladies Guild will sponsor a Diaper
Drive for the Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center starting the first Sunday in February and continuing through
March 24, when a guest speaker from Alpha will be with us. Alpha needs diaper sizes 4 and smaller. All
layette items are also appreciated as well as formula and gently used maternity clothes.

– Carole Clingan, President
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New Member Interview: Marylou Chasty
  

Interviewed by Jennifer Price
  
Jennifer: Welcome, Marylou Chasty, to Redeemer Lutheran! You are hardly a stranger around here but it is
great to know you’ve officially transferred your membership to our congregation. We are so happy to have
you! When and where were you confirmed?
   

Marylou: I was confirmed 53 years ago at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Hartford Wisconsin. 
   

Jennifer: How long have you been residing seasonally in Arizona?
   

Marylou: Five years.
   

Jennifer: Where did you live before moving to Arizona, and what brought you here?
   

Marylou: I lived in Hartford Wisconsin, graduated from Hartford Union High, attended college at Wisconsin
University Oshkosh. I currently live in the small town of Rubicon, Wisconsin. My son, daughter in law, and
grandchildren live here [in Arizona] so I am lucky to able to spend time with them.
   

Jennifer: What do you enjoy most about Wisconsin?

Marylou: I really like the four seasons. However I don’t miss
Wisconsin winters.
   

Jennifer: I can certainly resonate with that! I do not miss Chicago
winters either. What do you like most about Arizona?
   

Marylou: The scenery. The mountains truly are breathtaking, and
the desert – when it blooms in spring -  is beautiful.
   

Jennifer: What brought you to Redeemer Lutheran?
   

Marylou: My son is a member here.
   

Jennifer: What do you enjoy the most about Redeemer?
   

Marylou: The people. I felt very welcome from the very first
service I attended. It has been wonderful getting to know them
better.
   

Jennifer: What are your favorite hymns? 
   

Marylou: Lift High the Cross. How Great Thou Art, and Precious Savior Take My Hand.
   

Jennifer: I know the whole congregation delights in Caris’s “princess waves” at the end of every Sunday
service. I believe her little brother Jonathan is following suit! What are your favorite qualities in your
grandchildren?
   

Marylou: They are truly loving, happy children. I delight in their smiles, giggles and hugs. We have lots of
fun on our play dates.
   

Jennifer: From what kind of work did you retire?
   

Marylou: I was a registered nurse for 40 years. I retired six years ago and have been enjoying doing the things
I never had time to do while working.
   

Jennifer: Do you have any hobbies?
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Marylou: I love to sew. I made many jackets out of sweatshirts. By looking at them you would never guess
they started as a sweatshirt. Now I make table runners and wall hangings. I recently started taking painting
classes at Art of Merlot.
   

Jennifer: Do you have any favorite family memories?
   

Marylou: Raising my children has blessed me with too many to list. The best are family weekends at Lions
Camp, watching my son play soccer and football, and spending time at the pool with them when they were
small.
   

Jennifer: Thank you for taking time to be a part of this month’s newsletter. We are so grateful for your
presence!

A Light that Guides to Heaven

The Oak Island lighthouse is the brightest lighthouse in the United States. Its beam is rated at 14
million candlepower. It can be seen for over 20 miles out to sea. Sailors moving up and down the coast by that

lighthouse are warned of danger, but they’re also
shown something else.

Each lighthouse has a unique signal. The light
stays on for a certain amount of time and then goes off
for a certain amount of time so that sailors can know
exactly what lighthouse they can see and therefore
where they are. We all need to know where we are if
we want to complete our journey safely.

Jesus is a bright light that has come into the
world so that we can be warned of danger and know
exactly where we are. In the Book of Isaiah, it says:
The people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of
death a light has dawned. –Isaiah 9:2

Jesus came into this world to be a great light
for you. He warns of your danger in this dark and
sinful world through His law. He guides you away
from the rocks of sin and their resulting death. He
leads you safely to heaven with the good news that He
is the Savior. By dying on the cross, He paid for your
sins. By His resurrection from the dead, the doors of
heaven were thrown open and sinners like you and me
can safely enter into the harbor of God’s presence.

It doesn’t matter where you are right now. It
doesn’t matter how great a mess you have made of
your life. It doesn’t matter what the storms of life may
be throwing at you. What matters is Jesus. Follow His
light and He will lead you safely home to heaven.

Join us this Sunday as we gather around the light of God’s Word and learn of all that Jesus has done
so that we can make it home to heaven.

– from the ELS Board for Home Outreach
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New Officers Elected

At the January 14 voters’ meeting, new congregational officers for 2019 were elected as follows: as President,
Norman Hartigan; as Treasurer, Bryan Carlson; and as Head Elder, Matthew Wendt. Jim Bonnell and Bill Muth, who
have been serving respectively as President and Treasurer for the past several years, are now going off the council for
at least a year due to our Constitution’s term limits provisions. We thank them for their service, and for all the time
and effort – above and beyond the call of duty – that they have contributed toward the needs of the church. We do not,
however, expect them to remain idle, even if they will not be holding an official church council position this year!

In addition to his new position as Head Elder, Matthew Wendt still serves as Secretary. And T. J. Chasty
continues his service as Financial Secretary. Many thanks to everyone who has served or is serving.

“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints,
as you still do. And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until
the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”
(Hebrews 6:10-12, ESV)

Steadfast Regional Conference
  

A regional conference sponsored by the Brotherhood of John the Steadfast
will be held at Atonement Lutheran Church (LCMS) at 4001 West Beardsley
Road in Glendale on Friday and Saturday, March 1 and 2. The general topic
will be “Faith and Culture,” with Dr. Alfonso Espinosa as the featured
speaker. He will make three presentations: one on Friday evening (“Focusing
Our Lenses of Faith as We Live in the Culture”), and two on Saturday
morning (“The Lutheran Lens for What is Real, Who We Are, and the Gospel
We Share” and “The Lutheran Lens for Church and State, the ‘Not Yet’
Buttressing the ‘Now,’ and the Law and the Gospel for the 21st Century.”)
Dr. Espinosa serves as the Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Irvine,
California, and is the author of the book Faith that Sees through Culture,
published by Concordia Publishing House. Registration is $35 for an
individual or $65 for a married couple. For more details, or to register online,

visit this webpage: steadfastlutherans.regfox.com/2019-steadfast-lutherans-conference-phoenix-az

Bach Cantatas to be Performed

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) is the most famous Lutheran composer of sacred
music. His cantatas, written for the various Sundays and festivals of the church year, are
especially admired. The Arizona State University Chamber Singers and Orchestra will
perform three Bach Cantatas in the Organ Hall of the Music Building on the ASU Tempe
Campus on Sunday, February 3, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The featured pieces will be
Cantata 111, for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany (“Was mein Gott will, das g’scheh
allzeit”); Cantata 37, for Ascension Day (“Wer da gläubet und getauft wird”); and Cantata
78, for the Fourteen Sunday after Trinity (“Jesu, der du meine Seele”). Tickets are $10 in
advance or $15 at the door. To reserve tickets call 480-965-6447 at least 24 hours in
advance, or buy tickets online here: asuevents.asu.edu/content/asu-chamber-singers-bach-cantatas
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
February 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

Catechism class 4pm

3 Epiphany 4 4 5 6 7 8 9

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Catechism class 4pm

10 Epiphany 5 11 12 13 14 15 16

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am

Council 7pm at
church

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Catechism class 4pm

17 Epiphany 6 18 19 20 21 22 23

Divine Service 9am; Ladies
Guild; Sunday School/Adult
Class 10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

Catechism class 4pm

24 St. Matthias, Apostle 25 26 27 28

Service of the Word w/
spoken Communion 9am;
Sunday School/Adult Class
10:30am

Internet Study
Group 7pm

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
usually on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service of the Word,
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services. 
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Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002
or: 480-621-7394
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
  

First Class Mail

 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.

10




