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The season of Lent will soon be upon us once again. As is our
custom, we will hold special services on Wednesdays during this
season, in addition to our regular Sunday services. You are
invited and encouraged to come to these services. And in your
life in general, both in church and at home, you are invited and
encouraged to use this season as an opportunity to reflect more
soberly on your personal need for a Savior from sin, and to
ponder more deeply the wonder of God'’s love in sending such a
Savior to you in the person of His Son.

During the midweek services this year — including also Ash
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday — the sermons will be based
on the “Seven Last Words from the Cross,” spoken by Jesus on
Calvary while he was suffering and dying, as recorded by the
Four Gospels: 1) Luke 23:34: “Father, forgive them, for they do
not know what they do.” 2) Luke 23:43: “Truly, | say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” 3) John 19:26-27:
“Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother.” 4)
Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34: “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken me?” 5) John 19:28: “I thirst.” 6) John 19:30: “It is
finished.” 7) Luke 23:46: “Father, into your hands | commit my
spirit.” We will consider together what these various statements
of our Lord meant in their original context; and also what they
mean for Christians today, and how they apply to us for our
instruction and comfort. Each of these phrases, while short, is
filled with great significance. Please join us for these services, as
this significance in each case is unfolded and expounded. And let
these services — and the Sunday services — bring focus and clarity
to your Lenten devotion, as God’s Word is read and proclaimed,
heard and believed.

— Pastor Webber




The Redeemer Lutheran Church Professional Church Worker Scholarship Fund whs recent
established, and a set of policies and procedures for disbursements from this foeckwihg
adopted by the voters of the congregation. These policies and procedures spediygibé “
applicants” are “members of the congregation, former members of the catigneghildren of
members of the congregation, and children of former members of the congregation, who are
taking classes, or pursuing a course of study, at the bachelor’s or mlastel’$or the purpose
of preparing for eventual service as a professional church worker withivéng&ical
Lutheran Synod, or within a church or church body in fellowship with the Evangelical anther
Synod. Such professional church workers include, but are not necessarily limitedas, pas
Lutheran parish school teachers, and Lutheran area high school teachers.” {Ex¢ ddilthe
policies and procedures is available from the Pastor. The fund will be managed on biflealf of
congregation by a committee comprised of the Pastor, the Head Elder, and the &mmgieg
President.

This fund was established at the suggestion of Wayne Anderson’s family, aeg@imgkeith
their wishes the memorial donations given to Redeemer in honor of Wayne, after img, pass
were used to establish the fund. Regular offerings, toward budgeted operatingsxpens
congregation, will not be channeled into this fund. But special gifts that are dedifmathe
fund, or future memorial gifts that are requested for the fund, will be added to it, aratibe
available for disbursement to those who are eligible to receive this help, andewhmeaed of
this help.

After the service on January 10, new
members of the congregation were recognized
in a reception in the fellowship room. Beverly
Kissinger, and Marci McGuire and her son
Jonas, have recently been received into
membership by transfer from sister churches
in the Wisconsin Synod. Marci's husband (and
Jonas’s father), Brian McGuire, is not a
member, but he regularly worships with us,
and so he too was given a warm welcome.




At certain points in the service, such as for the confession of sins or the camnséactae
Lord’s Supper, some worshipers at Redeemer follow the custom of kneeling.ngnaedhions
are available in some of the pews for the convenience of those who follow thisgrabese
cushions are not present in every pew. So, if you kneel or would like to kneel at certajn time
and would like to make use of a kneeling cushion, you can do one of two things: 1) sit in one of
the pews where these cushions are located; or 2) move cushions that are in a pgeoghere
who do not use them customarily sit, to the pew where you sit.

Of course, at those points in the service where some people prefer to kneel, dérets pre
stand. Likewise, at the Communion rail, some receive the body of Christ in the mouthirothers
the hand; some receive the blood of Christ by means of the common cup, others by means of
individual glasses. At the Dismissal from Communion and the Benediction, sa@é¢hteasign
of the cross upon themselves as they bow before the Lord, while others just bow bdford.the
(And among those who do make the sign of the cross, some do it from right to left ineke Gre
style, while others do it from left to right in the Latin style.)

In worship we will always seek to be attentive and reverent before God, antdigni
respectful in our demeanor and posture (as health and strength permit). Bug there than
one acceptable way to be attentive, reverent, respectful, and dignified. We juelitjgenor are
judged with respect to such matters of custom and ceremony, which are neithemctaadmor
forbidden by God. But at the same time, we together do seek to heed the admonitsogivieat
to all of us in the Epistle to the Hebrews: “Therefore, since we are rega@imgdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe...”
(12:28, NIV).

Pastor Theodore Bodjanac
sharing the Christmas story
with children in Mexico

“Mission to the Children” is an outreach ministry affiliated with the Wisecoisangelical
Lutheran Synod, and based in Tucson, Arizona. Its website (www.missiontothechildren.org)
describes the organization and its work in this way:



“WELS Mission to the Children is a Christian, non-profit, volunteer organization detitcate
sharing the Gospel and feeding hungry children in Sonora, Mexico. Mission to the €hildre
donations provide the gospel and food to more than a thousand poor Mexican children and their
families every month. In addition to food and humanitarian aid, Mission to the Children
donations help support two Mexican pastors and their families called to serve Eylasgelica
Lutherano Confessional (IELC) congregations in Altar, El Sasabe, and setheralowns and
outlying villages in Sonora, Mexico. Mission to the Children is a grass roots orgamiaat
entirely by WELS laity. A volunteer board of directors is responsible for gélrozational,
financial and administrative decisions. Our goal is not to make the world afiatte; our goal
is to share the love of Christ with others. Humanitarian aid is a bridge for sygyé¢laeli@ospel
of Jesus Christ. Please join us as we serve others in love.”

Pastor Theodore Bodjanac, who is fluent in Spanish, travels to Sonora regularly onfbehalf o
Mission to the Children. On Sunday, February 7, he will share some information aboathkis w
in Sonora with the members and friends of our congregation, during the Adult Class éour aft
the service. Pastor Bodjanac will also be our guest preacher and worshighaaday.

Erica: 1 would like to start out by saying welcome to our
church! We are very happy to have you, and very happy for
your recent marriage to Joe Quint! Where you previously a
member of another Lutheran church elsewhere?

Madelyn: | was confirmed a Lutheran at age 13. That was at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church (ALC) in Chula Vista, California. |
attended Lutheran services there until | married and then |
attended one Lutheran church in Mission Valley in San Diego,
as that was closer, but was not a member of that church, just
attended it. In 1972, my [then] husband and | moved to Denver,
Colorado, where 1 joined...St. Mark’s Lutheran Church for a
period of time. That is the church where my boys were

" baptized. ...

Erica: How did you and Joe meet?

Joe and | met at a Dave Ramsey Financial Peace UniversityrcRssscott, in September 2013.
He came into the classroom and sat in the empty chair next to me. He pulled hisaghaner

next to the wall. He was not very friendly, so | just smiled and let him be. As 8 cla
progressed, we broke off into other rooms for our small group discussions. Joe followed me i
the next room and began sitting by me purposefully. | managed to find out that heevdly re
widowed. After a few classes we were asked to get accountability gastméasked him if he
wanted to be [mine] as | had no one | could ask, and everyone in the class seemed tiedhe marr
or partnered up already. He said, “l guess,” very reluctantly... Then we ga& g#rage sale



with the facilitator of the class, and that is when we started to get to know bacla dittle. |

was gradually changing my opinion about him and beginning to see that hetwadly acvery

nice guy after all, just not very trusting of women, | thought. | started to thaykenhe would

make a good male friend — not a romantic one, just someone to go with once in a while to
concerts or movies or dinner. Just something to do once in a while; we each pay our own way,
kind of thing. So | invited him to Thanksgiving dinner if he had no other plans for the holiday.
He accepted, and the rest is history.

Erica: Tell me a little bit about your family.

Madelyn: | come from a family with six children. | am the youngest. | hadsigters, three

brothers. One sister is deceased and two brothers are deceased. My letransgister family

live in Mission Viejo, California, and are members of the Roman Catholic Church. My one
brother and his family live in Denver, Colorado, and have five children and three greretthil

| have one niece who lives in Tempe and was married one month before we were. Both of my
parents are deceased. | had three sons, two of whom are deceased now and theshdékt li

his wife in Tucson. They have two children: my grandson who lives and works in South Dakota
for Halliburton on the fracking lines, and my granddaughter who goes to Pima Caollege i
Tucson, taking general education courses. My son’s wife works for Lab Corp as aghishot

and my son works as a surgical nurse for a surgery center in Tucson.

Erica: Do you still work? What kind of work do or did you do?

Madelyn: 1 do not work now, but am thinking about returning to work part-time as we could use
some extra money, so that we can do some traveling, some golf, and other acustiget out

and enjoy life a little more. We could use a larger home. | began work asreséd Vocational
Nurse (LVN) in 1971, and then went back to school and got my full RN. The last ten years of my
working life was in Labor and Delivery, and | loved it. | had to take an edntgmeent after the

death of my youngest son in 2002. After a relocation and reorganization of mydifieatys

fixing to go back to work and then got the call that my middle son had also passed in 2005. | do
not think that I will return to work as an RN as the medical field has changed so mush and i
more stressful than went I left, with the government now so very involved. Thee raeng

changes that | just do not care to get into that quagmire again. | would have to gb thloiug

now to get an Arizona license, that it is not worth the hassle for just somenpatrirk for a

few years. So | will look for something not quite so stressful.

Erica: In what part of the valley do you live? Does it take you very long to géutch?

Madelyn: We live in the “Valley,” but in Prescott Valley, a town east of downtowadatt. It
takes about 90 minutes to go directly from home to Redeemer. When we go to Redeemer, it
makes more sense to stay a while and enjoy the activities in the Phoenix Valley

Erica: What made you decide to join Redeemer?

Madelyn: Joe is a member and has been for a long time. He did not want to change his
membership so, since we are a couple now, it made sense to also be a member @rRedeem



have gotten to know a few of the members through Joe, and | am very fond of Pastor Webber
and his wife Carol. So it is a good fit. Hopefully in the future, we can get a winter homerow
Scottsdale and we can become part of your “snowbird” community.

Erica: What was your first impression when you visited for the first tvba@t made you decide
to keep coming?

Madelyn: | like that Redeemer is a smaller congregation, and that sencanmot come every
week, we will have a little time to know other congregants. Also, Carole (Qlndee’s sister,
is a member, so that makes it more comfortable. Joe is happy with his membershipt a&nd t
good recommendation for me.

Erica: | know that you and Joe don't make it to our church every Sunday. Is there enotbler
that you go to on the Sundays you can't make it to Redeemer?

Madelyn: Since we live in Prescott Valley, we attend Christ Evangélitheran Church
(WELS), served by Pastor Hein. It is close enough | can become involrethe/ivomen’s
ministry. One of the interesting members of this church is retired Profsddtastor William
Kessel, [who was] the first pastor of what is now Redeemer Lutheran Churabtisddte. He
occasionally fills in for Pastor Hein in the pulpit and teaching Bible class.

Erica: What kinds of things do you like to do in your spare time?

Madelyn: | like to garden and hike. Since | was into synchronized swimming frata gcaool

all the way through high school, I love to swim and go to the local YMCA as they e a
indoor swimming pool for water exercise and lap swimming. | would like eventigalgsume
playing golf. | also like to cross-country ski when there is snow availate somewhat

“artsy,” so | am into decorating my home when | have the money. | have sen@n&ghed craft
projects to complete. | am presently trying to find ways to rearrange ow $mthat we have
enough room for Joe’s office and his things. So | keep very busy and [there is] not ntech spa
time. | also have two cats, one of whom is very senior (20 years!) and takes a ldiraemy

Erica: Are you originally from Arizona?

Madelyn: | was born in Colorado, moved to California at the age of 7, and grew up in Chula
Vista, California, near San Diego. After | married my first husband, we dnimvBenver,
Colorado, and lived there for about 15 years, then moved back to California — Temucula,
specifically, north of San Diego. Then, soon after my retirement, | moved t@mR¢aliey,
Arizona, where | met Joe and so | will see what happens next. Joe also spenpartaod his

life in the San Diego area, so we have much in common with that lifestyle.

Erica: What would you like people to know about you, who haven't had a chance to meet and get
to know you yet?

Madelyn: Not much. I am pretty much an open book, easy to get to know. | am someuvhat sh
but friendly. | love people and helping others. | love social gatherings and talitingtiers.



Erica: Thank you very much for agreeing to let me interview you! | am verj ioo&ing
forward to getting to know you better. Welcome to our church!

Madelyn: I am happy to be part of a wonderful Christ-centered, Cross-focuset shah as
Redeemer. Thank you for having me. | am looking forward to getting to know each ane of y
Thank you, Erica, for talking with me.
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According to the American Consumer Credit Council, the
average American spends $935 on Christmas each

year. Wow! Who of us has an extra $1000 doing nothing? No
wonder that the joyful hand wrapping of the presents turns to
anxious hand-wringing in the new year as the bills come due.

Does it sometimes seem like our debts own us rather than we
own what our debts have purchased? Slavery to
unmanageable debts is an overwhelming burden! Oh, to be
debt-free! If only we could start over with a clean slate!

The flip of the calendar to a new year can give a sense of being
able to make a fresh start, a sense of renewal. But without the LORB shatt-lived. Bills

still need to be paid. Life, with all of its stresses, and setbacks, still needbvedb@ o the

pressing realities of life add a gnawing burden of guilt over all thateftasndone as well as all
that was done to and against those closest to us in life in the past! Weighed down w@ pray, "
LORD, turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge mgaviely

times are in your hands, deliver me...save me in your unfailing love," Psalm 31.

The LORD hears our prayer and responds. God doesn't promise to pay off our bills, but He
guides us with His Word to proper priorities and planning. His ultimate concern for tesd@as
with the spiritual debt we incur with our sin. That bill He paid in full. Jesus died to avesy

all our sins. On the cross He was shown no mercy, yet He shows us mercy and wipasraway
sins. On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead; because He lives, we'll liverimtp eten
when our calendars run out. Instead of death, life; instead of sorrow, joy; insteacbokanxi
fears, calm, all these blessings are ours as we look forward to THE ENDIUEASS IN
HEAVEN!

No debts. Sound good? Join us this Sunday.

From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Hdgreach
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February 10:
Ash Wednesday Divine Service with the Imposition of Ashes at 7 p.m.

February 17, 24; March 2, 9, 16:
Soup Supper, serving from 6 to 6:30 p.m.; Vespers with Spoken Communion at fp

March 24:
Maundy Thursday Divine Service at 7 p.m.

March 25:
Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers at 7 p.m.
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Sun. Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat.
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 p.m. Internet| Bible
Study Group | Study
canceled
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Transfiguration 7 p.m. Church Ash 7 p.m. Internet. 10 a.m.
9 a.m. SW with Council at the Wednesday Study Group @ Bible
Spoken Communion Muth residence 7 p.m. DS Study at
Ladies’ Guild with Ashes the Odean
meeting ; 10:30 a.m. Olsen
SS/Presentation on residence
“Mission to the
Children” (guest
Pastor: Rev.
Theodore Bodjanac)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Lent 1 6-6:30 p.m. | 7 p.m. Internet, Bible 8:30 a.m. -
9 a.m. SW with Soup Supper Study Group | Study 3 p.m. AZ-
Spoken Communion Zom canceled | CA Circuit
10:30 a.m. SS/IAC pm. _ Women’s
Vespers with 1-5:45 o
Mission
Spoken p.m. AZ- Rally at
Communion CA Circuit
\ Redeemer
Pastors
Winkel at
Redeemer
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Lent 2 7 p.m. 6-6:30 p.m. 7 p.m. Internet 10 a.m.
9 a.m. DS (guest Elders Soup Supper Study Group | Bible
preacher: Rev. Paul meeting Study at
Webber); Ladies’ 7 p.m. the Odean
Guild meeting; 10:30 Vespers with Olsen
a.m. SS/Mission Spoken residence
presentation/study Communion
(guest presenter:
Rev. Steven
Petersen)
28 29
Lent 3
9 a.m. SW with

Spoken Communion
10:30 a.m. SS/AC

Abbreviations:

DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult BibksCla
Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, $r8f and &'

Sundays, and on major festivals

Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on
the 29 and 4' Sundays

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services



The Valley Evangel
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266

Pastor David Jay Webber
Phone: 480-585-7002

Or: 480-621-7394

Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com

First Class Mail
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Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of Gadth Law and Gospel, in accordance with the FBugiptures

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheranr€@hwcorrectly to administer the Holy Sacramentstiie
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those iha@ not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

We're on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’'s sermons, arghtife services, are posted each week on the [chvebsite.



