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Worship and Study
Sunday Divine Service: 9 am (refreshments after the service)
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From the Pastor’s Desk
   

    After discussing it in two successive congregational forums, our congregation decided to have a trial
run in using, as our primary resource for worship, the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary. We have been
doing so now since October 20. We are able to do this because Redeemer has owned a supply of about
100 copies of this hymnal since they were donated to our congregation for use in our Queen Creek
mission congregation several years ago. When services in Queen Creek
were suspended, the hymnals then became resources for us to use at
Redeemer, if and when we would ever want to make use of them.
    The Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary was published by the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod in 1996, as a successor hymnal both to the Lutheran
Hymnary of 1913 and The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941. Those were the two
primary hymnals that were previously used by the congregations of the
ELS. As more and more new people have been joining our congregation
and worshiping with us over the past few years, they have often asked
why we do not use one of the newer Lutheran hymnals that are now
available. Many of these new people have little if any experience with
The Lutheran Hymnal, which is what we have been using. Sometimes
they were puzzled when they found out that our own church body has had
a new hymnal for over 20 years. They questioned why we were not using
it here. And now we have begun to ask ourselves this question.
    The Lutheran Hymnary of 1913 included many hymns that were of
Scandinavian origin, and that were more melodic and easier to sing than
some of the musically heavy chorales that were featured in The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941. The
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary of 1996 includes a large selection of those easier-to-sing hymns, as well
as other high quality hymns that were either written or translated into English in more recent years, while
also preserving the most important chorales of our Lutheran heritage of worship. So, using this hymnal is
giving us access to these useful hymns that were previously not in our hymnal, while also preserving our
access to the cherished chorales that we have always sung.
    The order of service in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary of 1996, as compared to the order of service
with which we are familiar from The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941, has been revised only slightly, in order to
bring the terminology of the Liturgy into accord with the more modern Bible translations that have been
in use for many decades, in which archaic pronouns, and old terms from the 17th century that are no
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longer used in the English language, are replaced by their 21st-century equivalents. Many of these
changes in the Liturgy may not even be noticeable, since I have been chanting and speaking my parts of
the service according to modern English since I became the pastor here 14 years ago. But now the
congregation is making a few changes in what it chants and says, in its parts of the service. So, we now
confess our expectation that Jesus will someday come to judge the living and the dead – rather than the
quick and the dead. It is now good and right – rather than meet and right – to give thanks to the Lord our
God, before we celebrate Holy Communion. The timing and cadence of the music is the same. Only a few
terms have been changed for the sake of better understanding and a less antique style of English.
    Far fewer changes were made in the terminology of hymns, however, in order to preserve the poetry of
the hymns. So we are still singing “Thee will I love, my strength and tower,” and “Guide me, O Thou
great Jehovah.” Other newer Lutheran hymnals, published by other church bodies, have been less
conservative in the changes that they made both in the order of service and in certain hymn texts.
    Our trial period of using the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary of 1996 will continue until the next
congregational forum, in January 2020, when this will once again be discussed. So, give it a try, form an
opinion and a judgment based on your objective experience with this hymnal, and then be prepared to
share your thoughts in January. We will likely make a decision at that time about what we want to do as a
congregation moving forward.
    Regardless of the hymnal we may use, as we continue to join together in worshiping the Lord, in
thanksgiving for the gifts of grace and salvation that he bestows upon us in Christ, we also continue to
remember the norms and principles of Christian worship that we see in Holy Scripture. Psalm 96 in
particular guides us to see the importance of singing “a new song” to the Lord in every generation, while
also always worshiping the Lord reverently, “in splendor and holiness,” on the basis of the unchanging
truths of his Word:

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above
all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the
Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! Ascribe to the Lord the
glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor
of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! (Psalm 96:1-9, ESV)

   
– Pastor Webber

Library News
   
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
  
The Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living As If He Doesn't Exist by Craig Groeschel  
In this small group bible study, Groeschel encourages you and your group to be more than just “Christian” in
name, to be honest before God, and to break free of hypocrisy to live a more authentic, God-honoring life.
(Amazon)

Mere Creation; Science, Faith & Intelligent Design by William A. Dembski  
As cracks in the Darwinian edifice have begun to appear, many are asking whether a defensible alternative
exists. In response to this growing crisis, a movement has emerged among scholars exploring the possibility of
intelligent design as an explanatory theory in scientific descriptions of the universe. . In this book Behe is
joined by eighteen other expert academics trained in mathematics, mechanical engineering, philosophy,
physical anthropology, physics, astrophysics, biology, ecology and evolutionary biology to investigate the
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prospects for this emerging school of thought.
Challenging the reigning ideology of materialistic
naturalism on both scientific and philosophical grounds,
these scholars press the case for a radical rethinking of
established evolutionary assumptions. (Amazon)
   
Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Premier
Reference Series) by J. D. Douglas  
The Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary provides a
visually stimulating journey for anyone interested in
learning more about the world of the Bible. As a
condensation of the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of
the Bible, the information contained within this reference
work is solid and biblically sound. The material is based

completely on the NIV and cross-referenced to the King James Version, and it contains over 7,200 entries, 500
four-color photographs, charts, and illustrations, 75 four-color maps, and a Scripture index. (Zondervan)
   
Quantum Glory: The Science of Heaven Invading Earth by Phil Mason  
Quantum Glory consists of revelation as to the glory of God and the wonders of the universe. Part One
explores the subatomic world, revealing its exceptionally intricate divine design that unveils the mind of our
Creator. In Part Two, the author explains how the glory of God invades our physical universe to bring about
miracles of divine healing. (Amazon)
   

MORE ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY, DONATED BY PASTOR AND CAROL WEBBER:
   
When Someone Dies: Find Comfort in Jesus by Julie Stiegmeyer (A book for children)
This gentle book suggests ways to understand and cope with grief. Respectful and honest, this book does not
diminish feelings of grief in whatever form it takes. Instead, it encourages the reader to find comfort in Jesus,
our Good Shepherd, and in His promise of an eternal home. Illustrated by David Erickson. (Amazon)
   
In Search of the Genesis World: Debunking the Evolution Myth by Erich A Von Fange
This book strengthens readers' knowledge of creationism, offering a well-researched, Christian response to the
origins of the world and the universe. The Bible is shown to be a faithful framework for the study of the
ancient world. Each chapter concludes with study/discussion questions. Ideal for individual or small-group
study. The book features 20 black and white photographs from the author's archaeological expeditions. The
book examines the sciences that treat the ancient world. It seeks to answer the important question: How does
the Bible hold up against 'science'? (Amazon)
   
Faith and Act: The Survival of Medieval Ceremonies in the Lutheran Reformation by Ernst Walter Zeeden
Prof. Dr. Zeeden’s classic study of how medieval church practices continued and developed within Lutheran
church orders offers readers a unique perspective on how faith influences the act of worship. Historians of
liturgy and theology will discover insights and important continuity between the Lutheran churches of the
sixteenth century and their forebears of the late medieval period. (Amazon)
     
– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

Choir Rehearsals

Sunday morning choir rehearsals in preparation for our Christmas services
will be held on December 1, 8, 15, and 22, starting at 8:30 a.m. sharp.
Please join us! The choir will again meet for Sunday morning rehearsals,
on January 5, 12, and 19, in preparation for singing at the special service of thanksgiving on January 19.
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Ladies Guild News
   

    The Ladies Guild would like to thank the rest of the congregation for their cooperation and help with
the annual Reformation Day festival. The Divine Service was uplifting and
glorious, the food was stupendous and delicious, and the fellowship was
spiritual and joyous. Then, less than two weeks later we were privileged to
witness and celebrate the union of Jennifer and Jeremiah. Never has the Fall
Season produced such joy and joyful fellowship within the Redeemer
congregation!
    Now, as we move into the Winter season, the Ladies Guild would like to
host the annual church decorating for the Advent and Christmas Seasons. On
Sunday, December 15, following the Adult Bible Class and Sunday School,
the congregation is invited to participate in setting up and trimming two trees
in the sanctuary and one tree in the fellowship hall. Please curb your
decorating enthusiasm until the dismissal of the Adult Class and Sunday
School. Upon completion of the decorating, the Ladies Guild will host a light
luncheon to reward the congregants for all their hard work.
    The Ladies Guild would like to thank the rest of the Redeemer
congregation for all their support throughout 2019. We feel so blessed to be

members of a congregation that supports all our objectives in the spirit of Christian fellowship.
   
– Carole Clingan, Ladies Guild President
  

Wedding Bells at Redeemer

Church members Jennifer Price and Jeremiah Seman were united in
marriage at Redeemer Lutheran Church on November 9. A reception
followed, in the church fellowship hall and on the church patio. We
wish them and their family well – as Jeremiah’s children Miah, Bella,
and A. J. also now welcome Jennifer into their lives in a special way. 

Darkness and Light

“We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do well to
pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts.” – 2 Peter 1:19

The darkness of winter has set in.  Have you felt it affecting you?  In the north, you can expect
fewer than 9 hours of light each day this month.  Southern states aren’t even that much better.  Eventually,
the darkness can drag you down.   You can feel lethargic, lonely, and disheartened.  But even in this
darkest month of the year, there is a sliver of hope.  On December 23rd, the days start getting longer. 
Now, it’s only a few more seconds of daylight than the day before, but it is indeed more.  The next day a
few more seconds are added and very slowly, the days begin to lengthen.  It’s such a small change that
you might not even notice it, but even small things can make all the difference.

On the 25th of December we celebrate another event that brought much needed light into our world.  
It was such a small change that not many people noticed it then either.  It seemed so simple, so ordinary at the
time, but we know that this thing that seemed so small has made all the difference.  A baby has been born to
you.  He is Christ, the Lord.
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The joy over this birth is so much more than the normal joy when a baby is born.  This baby had been
expected for a very long time.  Prophets had given hope to generations before His birth by telling everyone
who this baby would be and what He would accomplish.  The He would carry the darkness of their sin on

Himself and atone for it.  That He would be their
Savior and Messiah.

God lead the Wise Men to this Savior by a
light in the sky and He leads us to that same Savior
through His Word.  Our light doesn’t stop above
Bethlehem, it leads us to Nazareth, to Cana, to
Capernaum, and ultimately, to Golgotha.  It leads
us to the foot of the cross where our Savior died
innocently. It leads us to the open tomb where our
Savior rose from the dead.  It leads us to point our
eyes above.  To spend our life standing in the light,
waiting with hopeful, confident hearts.  Longing
for the time when we see the day dawning, and the
morning star rising – when we see that same
Savior returning is the brightness of His glory.  
This Christmas, we give thanks to God who has
called us out the darkness and into His wonderful

light, the light of faith, the light of hope, the light of peace!  Such a small difference, the birth of a single child,
has made all the difference in the world.

– From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach

Special Service of Thanksgiving 

Mark your calendars for the special
service of thanksgiving that will be held
on Sunday, January 19, as the 9 a.m.
Divine Service that day. We will
celebrate, and thank God for, our now
having the title to our church and
property free and clear, through the
generosity of those who over the years
contributed toward paying down our debt
and acquiring ownership of the property.
That goal was finally achieved earlier this
year, with the reception of one
particularly generous financial gift.
According to current plans, this festive
service will be followed by a presentation
on the history of our building and its
construction, and then by a catered lunch.
This would be a good occasion to invite
friends and relatives who formerly were members of Redeemer to visit the congregation once again, and
to rejoice with us at this important milestone in the history of our church.

“Surely the Lord is in this place... How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:16-17, ESV)
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Tuesday, December 24, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, December 25, 9 a.m.
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
December 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Advent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School & Adult Class
10:30am; Catechism
canceled

Pastor Webber in
Mankato, MN, for
an ELS Doctrine
Committee meeting

Pastor Webber in
Mankato, MN, for
an ELS Doctrine
Committee meeting

Pastor Webber in
MN

Internet Study
Group 7pm

8 Advent 2 9 10 11 12 13 14

Choir 8:30am;
Service of the Word
w/ spoken
Communion 9am;
Ladies Guild;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am;
Catechism 6pm

Pastor Webber in
Escondido, CA, for
the installation of
Pastor Andrew
Burmeister at St.
Paul Lutheran
Church

Special Advent
Season Divine
Service 7pm

Internet Study
Group 7pm

15 Advent 3 16 17 18 19 20 21

Choir 8:30am; Divine
Service 9am; Sunday
School & Adult Class
10:30am; church
decorating & light
lunch; Catechism
6pm

Church Council
7pm at church

Internet Study
Group 7pm

22 Advent 4 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas Day 26 27 28

Choir 8:30am;
Service of the Word
w/ spoken
Communion 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am;
Catechism 6pm

Candlelight Vespers
7pm

Divine Service
9am

Internet Study
Group canceled

29 Christmas 1 30 31

Divine Service 9am;
Sunday School &
Adult Class 10:30am;
Catechism canceled

“Divine Service”: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion,
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, and on major festivals.

 

“Service of the Word”: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public Service
of the Word, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month and when there is a guest pastor.

 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning services.
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


