
	
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

     For Advent and Christmas, our congregation will be conducting a special two-pronged 
advertising and publicity campaign, using both direct mail postcards to households in select 
delivery routes, and coordinated Facebook ads that will appear in the news feeds of people who 
live in or near North Phoenix and North Scottsdale. We are inviting our neighbors to church, and 
will gladly welcome any who do come – as a result of these ads, or for any other reason. A 
special webpage has been established in the church website, to which the Facebook ad will bring 
anyone who clicks on it. The members and friends of Redeemer should feel free to share the 
URL of that page with anyone they know, too: redeemerscottsdale.org/christmas.html 
 
In conjunction with an image of Gerard van Honthorst’s 1622 painting, “Adoration of the 
Shepherds,” that page says: 
 

This baby changed EVERYTHING. This baby can change YOU. Want to know 
more? Join us for worship on Christmas! 
SUNDAY SERVICES DURING ADVENT: 9 a.m. on December 3, 10, 17, and 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: 7 p.m. on Sunday, December 24 
CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE SERVICE: 9 a.m. on Monday, December 25 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11, ESV)  
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Christmas is not a myth. Christmas is not a legend. Christmas is real. 
Jesus really is the Son of God. And at the right time, according to God’s plan for 

our salvation, he really was born. 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5, ESV) 

Jesus really lived, he really died, and he really rose from the dead. Therefore he is 
really alive, even now. And he is alive for you, even now. 

The apostle John knew Jesus while he walked the earth. He saw him die. And 
then he saw him alive again. These are John’s words of encouragement and invitation to 
you: 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, ...we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:1,3, ESV) 

At Redeemer Lutheran Church we believe this. By the grace of God we believe 
everything that Jesus and his apostles teach us about God’s mercy toward sinful 
humanity, and about the forgiveness and eternal life that are ours through faith in Christ. 
We invite you to join us, and to believe this with us. The Christmas season is a good time 
to come home to God, and to rediscover the joy of knowing God as your loving heavenly 
Father!  

– Pastor David Jay Webber 
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    Alice Waako Medical Expenses 
  

      
     The Redeemer Ladies Guild is sponsoring a special fundraising campaign to help cover 
medical and housing expenses for Alice Waako, wife of Ugandan Lutheran Pastor Simon Peter 
Waako. Alice's expenses have ballooned to $40,000 due to the cost of radiation therapy, and the 
cost of housing close to the Aga Khan University Hospital in Nairobi, Kenya, which is where she 
needs to go for these treatments. In her compromised health condition, her doctors determined 
that Alice should not take a weekly 15-hour one-way bus ride from Uganda to Kenya for her 
radiation treatment. Therefore, nearby housing for Alice, her baby Lazarus, and a caretaker 
relative is essential to her recovery. 
     All donations to the Redeemer Ladies Guild for this special need that are 
received before December 24 will be forwarded to fund Alice's care. These donations will 
include any "loose change" put in the basket for fellowship coffee and snacks, and soup 
suppers. All checks should be written to "Redeemer Ladies Guild." We will avoid the processing 
fees of the GoFundMe page and send the accumulation of the congregation's donations by one 
check mailed directly to the fund administrator, Pastor David Spotts. Alice's husband shares 
regular reports with Pastor Spotts, with copies of invoices and receipts that demonstrate that all 
the funds that are given for her needs are being spent properly. 
     Please continue to pray for Alice's recovery, and please consider a special Christmas gift 
contribution to her care fund. While the Ladies Guild intends to bypass the GoFundMe page in 
sending in our contribution, the GoFundMe page dedicated to her need can provide useful 
information about Alice and her circumstances: www.gofundme.com/alice-waako-brain-surgery 
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Devotion: Jesus is the Highway of Rest 
 
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the 
wilderness a highway for our God. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind 
together will see it.’” —Isaiah 40: 3, 5 
  

     Christmas time is upon us again! Is there 
anyone who sees it as a restful time? With 
the holiday program at our child’s school, 
the company Christmas party, the 
decorating and cooking, and of course, the 
shopping for the perfect gift, our pace is 
hectic. By the time Christmas Day arrives 
we are breathless. That’s ironic, since 
Christmas is the way to rest, perfect rest, as 
God purposed it. 
     A long time ago God sent a special 
messenger to remind the people of Israel 
that Christmas is the way to perfect rest. 
The messenger’s name was John the 
Baptist. He lived in the Judean desert, dined 
on odd holiday fare (locusts and wild 
honey), and spent his time preaching about 
Christmas rest. The Bible describes him, “A 
voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare 

the way for the Lord; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. And the glory of 
the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.’” 
     Considering that we run ourselves breathless, going this way and that, and making little 
headway in this wilderness, John’s preaching is timely. He preached about the way that brings 
rest, which he called “a highway for our God.” He said that this way would be revealed for all 
mankind to see, and it was this: God’s eternal Son was born into the world from the Virgin Mary 
as the sinless man Jesus Christ. Jesus had come to save all people from their sins. Jesus had come 
to save all people from their sins, and by doing so, provide the way of perfect rest. John also 
preached that to catch one’s breath on the “Jesus highway” one needed to prepare. 
     But don’t worry! This preparation is not another task to be crammed into an already hectic 
schedule. He was talking about the inner preparation of the heart. John preached about 
confessing our sinfulness to God (repent) and trusting in Jesus. He also preached how this 
happens, and it is not through our personal willpower to reprioritize. Rather he said that God 
gives these gifts to our heart through Scripture and baptism for salvation. 
Since God promises to work in our heart through these means, it reminds us of something 
essential. Before we begin each new week’s rat race, we need to pull off at God’s rest stop, the 
church. We will hear during Christmas and throughout the year that Jesus is the highway to 
heaven, and that this is not a hectic expressway of personal achievements, but a way of perfect 
rest. He came into the world to do for us what we could not do for ourselves: he lived a life of 
perfect devotion to his heavenly Father and then at 33 years old, he gave his holy life over to hell 
and death at the cross to forgive all sin. This forgiveness is God’s perfect rest for our conscience 
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that is disturbed about all the times we rushed right past him. Best of all, it promises at the finish 
of our earthly race the eternal rest stop called heaven.   
       From the ELS Board for Home Outreach 
 
 

Choir Rehearsals for Christmas 
	
     Choir rehearsals for the service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and for the Christmas 
services, will soon begin. Singers of all voice parts are welcome. Practices will be held in the 
organ alcove on Sunday mornings starting at 8:30 a.m. Four rehearsals are planned, on 
December 3, 10, 17 and 24.  
 

 
 
 

Worldview Conference in Texas 
 
     The next San Antonio Biblical Worldview Conference will be held on Saturday, February 3, 
2018, at Faith Lutheran Church in San Antonio, Texas. The theme is Defending Biblical 
Creation and Sexuality. Registration (including lunch) is $25 per person. Childcare will also be 
available. 
     The Christian understanding of creation, marriage, and now gender, is often undermined and 
ridiculed in the larger culture. What is needed is not only the truth, but the truth defended – 
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reasonably and with compassion. This conference is designed to equip Christians with 
discernment, and to prepare them to defend and share the saving gospel with a desperate world. 
All presenters, experts in their fields, subscribe to the inerrancy and inspiration of Scripture and 
the conservative Lutheran Reformation. Topics and speakers will be as follows: 
  
“Transgenderism & Homosexuality – A Reasonable, Compassionate, and Biblical Response.” 
Dr. Joshua Mears, Clinical Director of Christian Family Solutions, Lakeville/Mankato, MN 
 
“Apologetics – Answering Objections, Defending the Faith.” Dr. Jan Lohmeyer, Apologetics 
instructor, Lutheran High North, Houston TX 
  
“The Creator, the Created World, and the Created Order.” Rev. Jay Webber, Pastor, author, 
speaker, Scottsdale, AZ 
  
“Evolution or Creation – The Evidence and Consequences.” Dr. Doyle Holbird, Professor of 
Biology and Biochemistry, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato MN 
  
Online registration is available at www.worldviewsa.org/biblical-worldview-conference 
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        Redeemer Lutheran Church of Scottsdale, December 2017 Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat. 
      1 

10am Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

2 

3 
Advent 1 
8:30am Choir 
9am DS 
10:30am SS/AC  
Church decorating 
and light lunch 

4 
Pr. Webber 
in MN for 
ELS Doctrine 
Committee 
and vacation  

5 
Pr. Webber 
in MN 

6 
Pr. Webber in 
MN 

7 
Pr. Webber 
in MN 
 
Internet 
Study Group 
canceled  

8 
Pr. Webber 
in MN 
 
Bible Study 
canceled  

9 

10 
Advent 2 
8:30am Choir 
9am SW w/ 
Spoken 
Communion 
10:30am SS/AC 

11 
7pm Church 
Council at 
the church 

12 13 
6-6:30pm 
Soup Supper 
 
7 pm Special 
Advent DS 

14 
7pm Internet 
Study Group 

15 
10am Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

16 

17 
Advent 3 
8:30am Choir 
9am DS  
10:30am 
SS/AC/Ladies 
Guild 

18 19 20 
 

21 
7pm Internet 
Study Group 

22 
10am Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

23 

24 
Advent 4 / 
Christmas Eve  
9am SW w/ 
Spoken 
Communion  
10:30am SS/AC 
7pm  Candlelight 
Service  

25 
Christmas  
9am DS 

26 27 28 
7pm Internet 
Study Group 

29 
10am Bible 
Study at the 
Muth 
residence  

30 

31 
Christmas 1 
9am DS 
10:30am SS/AC 

      

 
Abbreviations: 
DS—Divine Service; SW—Service of the Word; SS/AC—Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 
Divine Service—Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, usually on 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sundays, and on major festivals 
Service of the Word—A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service 
usually on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
 
Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services.  
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The Valley Evangel 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 
 
First Class Mail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
We're on the Internet! 
redeemerscottsdale.org 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


