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Redeemer has been going through quite a few changes lately – 

not in our doctrine and practice, or in the way we pray and sing; 

but in who is with us as we pray and sing. The make-up of our 

congregation has been altered by the departure of several 

members, to other states and communities, and to heaven. The 

make-up of our congregation has been altered also by the addition 

of new people, who have recently become a part of our 

worshipping community. 

     Changes – especially changes that involve the loss of people 

who formerly played an important role in our lives – are often 

difficult to deal with. What will Redeemer be like as we move 

into our future? In some ways we can’t say at this point. People 

who used to be very influential among us in positive ways, and 

very supportive of the mission and ministry of the church, are 

now no longer with us. This can be scary. 

     But ultimately, we are not scared, or worried. Or at least we 

know that we should not be scared or worried. And that is 

because the Savior and Redeemer after whom our congregation is 

named, has not departed. The Epistle to the Hebrews admonishes 

us: “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of 

God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their 

faith.” But it then immediately also comforts us: “Jesus Christ is 

the same yesterday and today and forever” (13:7-8, ESV). And as 

we heed the Lord’s commission to us, to baptize in the name of 

the Triune God, and to teach to others all that he has commanded 

us, we are encouraged by these words: “And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20, ESV). 

     “The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.” We 

sang this recently. May God help us to believe this always. As we 

mourn the loss of gifted members, let us be thankful for the new 

members who are now also among us, and who will certainly 

enrich us in good ways with their gifts.  

 

Continued on page 2 
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From the Pastor’s Desk, continued from page 1 

 
     Indeed, may God help us to see in each other, and to receive from each other, the great 

blessings that he does have in store for us as a congregation. And as he is ever faithful to us, may 

he guide us to remain ever faithful to him: in proclaiming his saving and forgiving message; in 

administering his saving and forgiving sacraments, and in embracing in love all whom he draws 

to our congregation through the gospel of his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

“And [Jesus] said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old’” 

(Matthew 13:52, ESV).  

 

– Pastor Webber 

 
 

Ladies’ Guild News 
 

     It’s not one of our favorite activities and responsibilities as members of the Ladies’ Guild, but 

we have recently taken care of arrangements for the funeral of Jack Calvin, and although our 

help was not needed for the funeral of Wayne Anderson, we joined both families for their last 

services. Both have been felt as tremendous losses for us as a congregation, but it is our privilege 

to serve them and their families in this way. Our hearts go out to them, even as our own are 

heavy with grief for these losses. But blessed are they who die in the Lord! 

     As was discussed in earlier meetings this year, the Ladies’ Guild recently purchased copies of 

sex education books from Concordia Publishing House, which are for parents to read and use 

with their children from ages three and up. The books are divided into versions that are for boys 

and versions that are for girls, in each of the age brackets. Sue Muth purchased the books and has 

labeled them and put them in our church library in the fellowship hall for interested parties to 

check out, use, and return.  

     We are continuing to prepare for the ELS Women’s Mission Rally, which will be held at 

Redeemer on February 20, 2016. Carol Webber typed out and mailed “save the date” bulletins to 

the churches that are usually represented at the rallies. We have several people lined up to speak 

at the rally on various topics related to mission work both here in the United States, and abroad.  

     Volunteers are still needed to help set up the refreshments before the service, which are 

served during the fellowship time and Adult Class after the service. Any treats that others 

(besides just the ladies in the Guild) would like to bring would be very welcome! We also 

encourage as many as are able, to help clean up after the Adult Class, before they head home, or 

wherever else they go after church. 

     Please also remember that we like to send donations to the Alpha Pregnancy Center in 

Phoenix, which is a life-affirming pregnancy resource center. Donations are tax-deductible, and 

can include anything from baby food and formula to diapers and wipes, clothing for babies and 

expectant mothers, as well as money. Anything that is donated can be taken to the Sunday 

School room next to the fellowship hall where the ladies have our meetings, and Lori Wendt will 

take them to Alpha.  

 
Erica Olson, Ladies’ Guild Secretary 
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Parish Library News 
 

New books in Redeemer’s Library: 

 

Learning About Sex 
An honest, Christian approach to the body, relationships, and sex. This 11 book series teaches 

preschoolers through adults about God’s great gifts to us as males and females and how we are 

uniquely made to love Him and serve others. The parent guide, How to Talk Confidently with 

Your Child about Sex, takes you through all the stages of your child’s development, to assist you 

in providing biological facts; establishing behaviors, values, and attitudes of a growing Christian; 

and affirming the love and forgiveness of Jesus for each of us. (CPH) 

 
Whisper Whisper: Learning About Church by Mary J. Moerbe 

Rhyming text, in-sanctuary tips, and engaging, colorful illustrations help children up to age 4 

understand the rituals and routine at church. Optional activities are provided to help children 

focus their attention and to remind them about their behavior. Parents can use this engaging book 

in the home on Saturday evening to prepare children for Sunday morning. (CPH) 

 
Three Treatises by Martin Luther   

Martin Luther posted his Ninety-five Theses on the church door at Wittenberg in 1517. In the 

three years that followed, Luther clarified and defended his position in numerous writings. Chief 

among these are the three treatises written in 1520. In these writings Luther tried to frame his 

ideas in terms that would be comprehensible not only to the clergy but to people from a wide 

range of backgrounds. To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation is an attack on the 

corruption of the church and the abuses of its authority, bringing to light many of the underlying 

reasons for the Reformation. The second treatise, The Babylonian Captivity of the Church, 

contains Luther’s sharp criticism of the sacramental system of the Catholic Church. The Freedom 

of a Christian gives a concise presentation of Luther’s position on the doctrine of justification by 

faith. (Fortress Press) 

 
The Bondage of the Will by Martin Luther is fundamental to an understanding of the primary 

doctrines of the Reformation. In these pages, Luther gives extensive treatment to what he saw as 

the heart of the gospel. Free will was no academic question to Luther; the whole gospel of the 

grace of God, he believed, was bound up with it and stood or fell according to the way one 

understood it. Luther affirms our total inability to save ourselves and the sovereignty of divine 

grace in our salvation. He upholds the doctrine of justification by faith and defends 

predestination as determined by the foreknowledge of God. (Revell) 

 
Luther and the Stories of God by Robert Kolb 

 

Martin Luther read and preached the biblical text as the record of God addressing real, flesh-and-

blood people in their daily lives. He used stories of the faithful as depicted in biblical narratives 

to drive home his vision of the Christian life, a life that includes struggling against temptation, 

 

Continued on page 4 
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enduring suffering, praising God in worship and prayer, and serving one’s neighbor in response 

to God’s callings and commands. Against the backdrop of these stories—which reveal God’s 

action to reclaim and restore his fallen human creatures—Luther cultivated a life of repentance 

based on trust in God as he has revealed himself in Christ. (Baker Academic) 

 

 

 

New Member Interview: Vera Heminger 
Conducted by Erica Olson, Editorial Assistant 

 

 

Erica: Thanks for agreeing to let me 

interview you, Vera! I’m really glad you 

decided to join us at Redeemer. You’ve 

been a fun addition to our church! How 

did you find us?  

 

Vera: Seeing this was my last-ditch effort 

finding a church, the Lord hopped on the 

Internet, and made his Redeemer Lutheran 

gang jump out at me. 

 

Erica: We jumped out at you, huh? Haha! 

I’m curious, what made you want to visit, 

and then what convinced you to take 

confirmation classes and join?  

 

Vera: I…made a phone call, put the Pastor 

on the witness stand and cross-examined 

him. Once I was convinced beyond a 

reasonable doubt that this congregation 

was true to original Christian principles 

and not willing to compromise them, I 

accepted the Pastor’s invitation to go 

through confirmation classes. 

 

Erica: That’s funny. I think you made the 

right choice. When did you get confirmed 

and officially join? It’s not often that we 

have an adult confirmation.  

 

Vera: Pentecost Sunday. 

 

 

Continued on page 5 
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Erica: You have a unique accent. Where are you from?  

 

Vera: Kansas -- you know, the place where the Witch Of The West comes from. 

 

Erica: What a coincidence! I’m from Kansas, too! Just call me Dorothy. Haha! 

 

Vera: Hi, Dorothy! 

 

Erica: Tell me more about your background. Since you were confirmed, I know you weren’t 

Lutheran before.  

 

Vera: I was baptized Lutheran, but raised without any church or any faith. One of my parents 

made sure I had extensive exposure to the dark arts. 

 

Erica: Oh, my! That’s kind of scary! What made you decide that you liked our faith? What about 

it do you like?  

 

Vera: After asking, knocking, seeking, studying and researching religions for some 50 years, I 

found that only the Bible had a legitimate grip on truth and reality and that I needed to 

understand its content better. For that purpose I needed to find those who taught the “real thing,” 

namely, what Jesus and his Disciples had taught – as opposed to false and corrupted teachings. 

 

Erica: What a blessing that you ended up here after all of that! Now, although we haven’t seen 

much of him, I know you’re married. Tell us about your husband. What’s his name? How long 

have you been married?  

 

Vera: David and I have been married for 10 years. 

 

Erica: That’s wonderful! Where in the Valley do you live? How long have you lived there?  

 

Vera: We’ve been living in the dirt-road boonies for 9 years. 

 

Erica: The boonies? Haha! Okay… What kind of work do you and your husband do?  

 

Vera: David is a geek on the cutting edge of technology. I think he’s working on his fourteenth 

or fifteenth patent. I’m a legal assistant whenever there’s work. 

 

Erica: Oh, that’s cool! Very interesting work! Do you have any hobbies?  

 

Vera: Too many to count, no time to devote to them. 

 

Erica: Any pets?  

 

Vera: I act as a sanctuary without tax status for 21 unadoptable cats and 7 unadoptable dogs. 

 

Continued on page 6 
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Erica: Wow! That’s a lot of animals! I’m sure they all love you. You’re a pretty friendly lady, 

which makes it easy to get to know you, but for those who haven’t been able to talk to you much, 

or at all, since we have a number of seasonal visitors, what would you like them to know about 

you that I haven’t already asked?  

 

Vera: I identify as Dipodomys deserti. I’m definitely not of the Snowbird species. 

 

Erica: Haha! Well, we can’t all be snowbirds. Haha! We are so very happy that you’ve joined us, 

and we look forward to many years of friendship! Welcome! 

 

 

Reception of New Members 
 

 
 

During the service on June 21, Timothy Hartigan was received as a communicant member of the 

congregation, and his daughters Cassondra and Abbigayl were received as baptized members. 

Welcome! 
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Funerals for Two Beloved Members 
 

 

Jack Calvin, who had been the oldest member of the 

congregation, passed away at the age of 92 in Auburn, 

Washington, on June 30. Funeral services were held at 

Redeemer on July 25, with interment following at Paradise 

Memorial Gardens in Scottsdale. Jack’s mortal remains 

were laid to rest beside those of his beloved wife Lucille, 

who passed away in 2010. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Anderson, 80, an active member of the church 

who served in various congregational offices, and who 

served for several years also on the Board of Trustees 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, passed away on 

July 18. Funeral services were held at Redeemer on 

July 24, with interment following at Desert Hills 

Cemetery in Scottsdale. 

  

 

     Two friends for many years, and two brothers in Christ, have now departed from this world, 

and together have entered into the rest and the loving embrace of their Savior. “And I heard a 

voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ 

‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 

them!’” (Revelation 14:13, ESV) 
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Devotion: TRUE FREEDOM … FOREVER! 

 

 

Tradition tells of a chime that changed the world on July 8, 1776, with the Liberty Bell 

ringing out from the tower of Independence Hall summoning the citizens of Philadelphia to hear 

the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence.  

 There is widespread disagreement about when the first crack appeared on the Bell, but 

the final expansion of the crack—which rendered the Bell unringable—was on Washington’s 

birthday in 1846. 

 As American citizens, we are the beneficiaries of the blood and treasure sacrificed for the 

freedoms we enjoy today, but as Christians, we are the beneficiaries of the greatest sacrificed 

blood and treasure the world has ever known:  the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who left His throne 

in heaven to become one of us, to gain for us a different kind of freedom . . . an eternal freedom 

that came at great cost to Himself:  crucifixion on a wooden Cross! 

This freedom is brought to us through the Gospel!  The Gospel is God’s Liberty Bell, 

ringing out the Good News of our Savior’s death on the cross, where we learn of His shed blood 

covering our sins and His resurrection from the grave, bringing us forgiveness, new life and life 

everlasting! 

 All who believe in Jesus Christ have been given the freedom from the curse of the law, 

the power of sin, and the fear of death.  And thanks to Christ’s work of redemption, all believers 

have been freed for hearing and following His Word, serving Him and others, and proclaiming 

His Gospel of “spiritual freedom” to all people, of every nation!  Jesus Himself declares, “If 

you hold to My teaching, you are really My disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free….  If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  (John 8:31-32, 36) 

– Now that’s TRUE FREEDOM! 

 

 
From the Evangelical Lutheran Synod Board for Home Outreach 
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 Redeemer Lutheran  Church August 2015  
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

      1 

 

 

 

 

2 
Pentecost 10 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

3 4 5 6 
7 p.m. 

Internet 

Study Group 

7 8 

9 
Pentecost 11 

9 a.m. SW with 

Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

10 
7 p.m. Church 

Council meeting 

at the Muth 

residence 

11 12 13 
7 p.m. 

Internet 

Study Group 

14 15 

16 
Pentecost 12 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild 

meeting after the 

service  

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

17 18 19 20 
7 p.m. 

Internet 

Study Group 

21 22 

23 
Pentecost 13 

9 a.m. SW with 

Spoken 

Communion 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

24 25 26 27 
7 p.m. 

Internet 

Study Group 

28 29 

30 
Pentecost 14 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. SS/AC 

31      

 

      

 
Abbreviations—  DS: Divine Service. SW: Service of the Word. SS/AC: Sunday School/Adult Bible Class. 

Divine Service: Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays, and on major 

festivals 

Service of the Word: A brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2nd and 4
th 

Sundays  

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services  
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About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 

and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 

forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

We're on the Internet! 

redeemerscottsdale.org 

 
Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.  


