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Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona

    

April 2020
_____________________________________________________________________________________

     

Worship and Study
Regular Sunday Divine Service: Suspended until Further Notice

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class: Suspended until Further Notice
Abbreviated Services of Holy Communion Each Sunday: 1 pm & 2 pm

Thursday Internet Study Group: 7 pm (ask Pastor Webber for log-in information)
  

Online Services (In Cooperation with Hope Lutheran Church)
Prerecorded Sunday Services Can Be Viewed Here: westjordanlutherans.org/streaming

  

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Pastor David Jay Webber

Contributor: Jennifer Seman

_____________________________________________________________________________________
  

From the Pastor’s Desk
   

Dear members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,
   

Because of the continuing spread of the coronavirus, and because of the serious threat that this
virus poses to the elderly and to others with compromised health, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the President of the United States, have asked that people not gather in groups of more
than ten. Our synod’s leadership is asking that the congregations of the synod comply with this request. In
a letter that he sent to all the pastors, ELS President John Moldstad writes:
   

The ELS Catechism reminds us of our duty to our country:
“What is our duty to our country? It is our duty to love our
country, obey its laws, assist its officials in keeping law and
order, and promote its general welfare” (Catechism, p. 56).
Given the current pandemic growing in our country, the
President of the United States has recommended that public
gatherings should be limited to ten people or fewer. This
recommendation is being made for our protection and for the
safety and protection of our neighbors and does not ask us to
violate God’s Word. ... I am asking that our churches
suspend public services and urge following the health
recommendations and restrictions of our national, state, and
local governments.

   

Among the suggestions that President Moldstad also offers is this:
“Scheduling times for private communion with members at the
church, keeping in mind the need for extra precautions during this time.”

The government is not singling out churches for closure, but is addressing its recommendation to
everyone and to all sorts of organizations. This is similar to situations in northern climates when a
blizzard or ice storm prompts the state police to announce that people should not be on the roads, and
churches in response cancel services for a Sunday. A difference is that our nation will be experiencing a
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viral “blizzard” over several Sundays. But, the public health and safety concerns that prompted this
government request are legitimate. The coronavirus is extremely contagious, and it has a very long
incubation period, during which people who already have it are asymptomatic for several days, but are
nevertheless able to pass the virus on to others. And some people who are infected, especially younger
people, never develop symptoms, but are still able to infect others through coughing on, sneezing on, or
touching, other people, or surfaces that other people then touch. More detailed information about the
coronavirus and its dangers can be found here, in an “Advisement on the COVID-19 Coronavirus” from
Christian Life Resources (a church-related agency of the Wisconsin Synod):
christianliferesources.com/2020/03/16/christian-life-resources-advisement-on-the-covid-19-coronavirus
   

The elders and I have decided that our congregation will comply with the recommendations of our
national and synodical leadership. Effective immediately, and until further notice, all regular public
worship services and other in-person classes and church meetings involving more than ten persons will be
suspended. However, the ministry of our congregation, and my ministry as your pastor, will not be
suspended, but will be adapted to the current circumstances as follows:
   

1. I will be cooperating with my son, Pastor Paul Webber at Hope Lutheran Church in West Jordan, in the
preparation of online services. His congregation (which is also suspending all ordinary public gatherings)
has the ability to produce high quality videos, so he will be leading an online service that will be available
for viewing each Sunday morning. I will be writing approximately half of the sermons that will be
delivered during these services. They will be recorded and uploaded on Saturday, so that they will be
available for viewing the following morning at whatever time you go online and click the video link. I
strongly encourage you to avail yourself of these Internet services, which can be viewed at this URL:
westjordanlutherans.org/streaming
   

2. The Lord’s Supper will be available at Redeemer Lutheran Church, in the form of abbreviated spoken
services, every Sunday afternoon, at 1 p.m. and again at 2 p.m. If more than ten persons come at one of

these times, they can disperse widely enough in the pews
during the spoken service so as to minimize the risk of
spreading the virus. Communicants may also make an
appointment with me for a more private meeting at the
church at some other time, with a devotion and
communion. On all these occasions, the door from the
patio into the church building will be propped open, so
that the various people who will be coming and going
will not need to handle the doorknob. I will also be
particularly careful on these occasions to wash my hands,
and to prepare the communion elements and communion
vessels in such a way as to minimize the risk of viral
contamination. We should not be scared of the
sacrament, and in particular we should not be scared of
the body and blood of Christ or of the forgiveness and
comfort our Savior offers to us through these sacramental

gifts. But in these times, we can and should be cautious and careful regarding those things of this material
world that surround the sacrament, and that surround us as we receive it. With the Lord’s help we will be
appropriately cautious and careful.
   

3. The Thursday evening Internet Study Group, through the Skype conferencing program, will continue. I
invite members and friends of the church who do not currently participate in this group, to join it, in view
of the fact that Sunday morning Bible classes will not be held. Skype can accommodate up to 50 parties in
a group call. If there are more than 50 persons wanting to participate (from our church or from other
places), or if the number of participants becomes too cumbersome, I will then start up a second online
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Bible study at a different time. Skype is bundled into modern Microsoft Windows operating systems. If
you do not already have this program on your computer, it can be downloaded from this website:
www.skype.com  There is also a Skype application available for smart phones. Once you have established
a Skype account, within Skype send to my Skype account a request to be added to my list of contacts. My
Skype name is davidjaywebber  When you have been added to my list, I can then bring you into the
Thursday evening meetings when they begin at 7 p.m. (Arizona time)  These online classes go for about
an hour. We use only the audio feature, so that we are able to hear each other but not see each other.
   

4. I will do my best to stay in contact with members through the telephone, email, and social media. I will
also be available for in-person pastoral visits when they are needed or requested. I will use prudent health
and safety precautions, but am willing to make the visits.
   

During this challenging time, remember to pray for your congregation, for its members, and for me
as your pastor. Try to think of ways in which you might be able to help those with special needs. Consider
calling your church friends from time to time, or sending them a message through email or social media,
to encourage them, and to remind them that you have not forgotten about them. And let us all pray for our
country and for our world, as the human race deals with this unprecedented pandemic. There are worse
diseases, but there are few if any diseases that are spread as easily as this one is. And especially for those
who are vulnerable, this can be a deadly disease. We should certainly trust in God to take care of us, but
we should not temp God by being unnecessarily careless concerning our health or the health of others. St.
Paul exhorts us: “...in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3b-4).

As much as we can, we will continue our life together as a congregation, as we make use of
modern communication technology, and as we engage in other forms of careful and limited contact, to
continue to receive from God the strength that he offers to his people in Word and Sacrament. The Epistle
to the Hebrews reminds us that “[God] has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can
confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6).
   

In the peace of the Lord,
   

Pastor David Jay Webber
   

Cell: 602-616-4357
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com   

  

Library News
   

NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY,
IN THE VERA HEMINGER COLLECTION:
   

The Case for Hope: Looking Ahead With Confidence and
Courage by Lee Strobel  
Lee Strobel’s investigative style paired with a message of the
hope found in Jesus Christ. Lee’s message walks readers through
why holding on to hope is so crucial, why we can trust in the
hope of Jesus Christ, and how that hope can change our lives for the better.
   

Jesus and Archaeology edited by James H. Charlesworth  
Jesus and Archaeology contains the revised and edited lectures that leading archaeologists and biblical
scholars presented at a gathering in Jerusalem to celebrate the new millennium. Many contributors came
directly from their excavations in places like Bethsaida, Capernaum, Nazareth, and Jerusalem to share
their discoveries and insights, focusing on the question: “In what ways do new archaeological discoveries
clarify the world, life, and thought of Jesus from Nazareth?”
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Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony by Richard Bauckham  
Winner of the 2007 Christianity Today Book Award in Biblical Studies, this volume argues that the four
Gospels are closely based on the eyewitness testimony of those who personally knew Jesus. Noted New
Testament scholar Richard Bauckham challenges the prevailing assumption that the Jesus accounts
circulated as “anonymous community traditions,” asserting instead that they were transmitted in the names
of the original eyewitnesses.
   

The Politically Incorrect Guide to the Bible (The Politically Incorrect Guides) by Robert J. Hutchinson  
In The Politically Incorrect Guide to the Bible, author Robert J. Hutchinson reveals how the Bible
triggered a revolution in human thought and later established Western civilization’s moral and
philosophical foundation. He demonstrates how the ideas embedded in the ancient Biblical texts (such as
the notion of inanimate matter guided by fixed laws) provided the intellectual basis for the development of
empirical science... and argues that much-maligned Biblical laws actually paved the way for the
development of democracy, limited government and the recognition of universal human rights.  
The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam (and the Crusades) by Robert Spencer 
Exposing myth after myth, The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam (and the Crusades) tackles Islam’s
institutionalized mistreatment of non-Muslims, the stifling effect Islam has on science and free inquiry,
the ghastly lure of Islam’s X-rated Paradise for suicide bombers and jihad terrorists, the brutal Islamic
conquests of the Christian lands of the Middle East and North Africa, and more.
   

– Susan Muth, Church Librarian

  

Alpha Update
   

Phase 2 of the Alpha Diaper Drive has been another wonderful success! Redeemer Lutheran collected 732
diapers and 736 baby wipes! Many thanks to everyone for your donations. The timing is particularly
providential, since in recent weeks diapers have become a hot commodity in the wake of the coronavirus
fears. I am glad we could help stock the pregnancy center when the Alpha clientele may be in more need
than usual, with stores running out of supplies. Thank you again for your generosity and compassion in
serving our neighbors.
   

– Jennifer Seman, Alpha Ambassador

  

New Web Site
   

Our church is getting a new upgraded website. It’s mostly ready to go
online, but not quite. We need a volunteer who has the time to “migrate”
some of the content from the old website to the new one, and who can also
help in maintaining the new website and in keeping it up-to-date on an
ongoing basis. The pastor’s skills in this respect are limited. The web site
designer who prepared our new site will teach you how to do this, if you
have the time and the interest. Over the years many people have found us
online, and some who found us in that way eventually became members of our congregation. Therefore a
fresh and attractive internet presence, with an informative and attention-getting website, is important for
the sake of our mission and outreach. If you can help with this, please speak with the pastor. 

  

Love, Not Fear
   

St. Paul exhorts Timothy: “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” If anything counts as an “out of season” occasion in the
life of the church, and in the life of our county, it is the circumstance in which we now find ourselves, as
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we are dealing with the alarming spread of the highly contagious coronavirus. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and the President of the United States, have asked everyone in America to refrain
from gathering in groups of more than ten; and also to follow careful precautions calculated to prevent
viral contamination when we do interact with others. Schools and restaurants are closing. Huge segments
of the economy are shutting down. Many people are now out of work. And in a way that is unprecedented
in modern history, churches of all confessions are suspending their ordinary public services.

This virus spread as quickly and as widely as it did, in part because of modern technology -
specifically modern transportation technology, with jetliners carrying infected people from the virus’s
starting point in China to all inhabited continents, before anyone knew what was happening. And in their
efforts to continue to minister to their members during this difficult time, churches and pastors are now
turning to modern technology - specifically modern communication technology, with the use of Internet
services and online Bible studies. However, for a sacramental church - such as ours - which recognizes
the importance of the Lord’s Supper in the life of the believer, and which recognizes the importance of the
gathering of God’s people around the means of grace, we know that Internet services cannot truly fulfill
the mandate that Christ gave his disciples when he said, “This do in remembrance of me.” And online
Bible studies, as useful and beneficial as they are, do not fully comply with the exhortation that the Epistle
to the Hebrews gives us:
   

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another.

   

Some Christians are uncomfortable with the call of the civil authorities for all gatherings -
including religious gatherings - to be limited to ten or fewer persons. They are thinking that this might be
an improper intrusion of the civil government into the life of the church; and are thinking that compliance
with this request might represent a hasty surrender to fear, rather than a firm reliance on God’s protection.
They are wondering if this is a time to invoke instead the words of St. Peter, “We must obey God rather
than men,” and to defy this governmental request by holding their regular public worship services as
before. This is a real struggle for some. And we can understand why this would be a difficult thing for
some to accept, because it is difficult for us to accept. 

But in the final analysis, the leaders of our church have not seen it this way. We do not value our
liturgical assemblies, and our regular worship services, any less than others do. We do not value the
personal contact we have with each other, in the fellowship of our congregation, any less. But we also
value, care about, and love, our neighbors. And as St. Paul reminds us in his First Epistle to the
Corinthians:
   

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with
the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

   

In these troubled times, we must not allow ourselves to be consumed by fear: fear of each other, or fear
that God might not take care of us. Rather, as the church of God in this world, we are called by God to
love the world as he does; and to love those with whom we share public space in the world. We have been
called to take to heart what Paul tells us in his Epistle to the Philippians:
   

In humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others.
Our congregation is making provision for the ministry of Word and Sacrament to continue, among

and for the members of our church, so that God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation can be
continually offered and received even during this time when regular congregational activities are
suspended. The Lord’s Supper will continue to be available to communicants who desire to receive it,
albeit in smaller groups or privately, and with prudent health precautions. The preaching and teaching of
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the gospel will continue to be offered, through electronic media and in other ways as well. But as far as
our ordinary liturgical life is concerned, we are making changes - unprecedented yet necessary changes.
For the sake of the bodily health of our members, and especially for the sake of the bodily health of all the
other people with whom we have contact in this world - some of whom are particularly vulnerable to the
coronavirus - we are not going to “insist on our own way” in the days ahead. As we are inspired by God’s
love for us, to love our neighbors as ourselves, we are not going to “insist” even on God’s ordinary way,
but will accommodate ourselves to something extraordinary, for these extraordinary times.

I hesitate to draw the comparison, but Christians under persecution, by necessity, “make do” with
small-scale and private gatherings. Even apart from the coronavirus pandemic, there are no public worship
services for Christians in places like North Korea or Saudi Arabia, for example. I know that we are not
being persecuted and threatened, as members of the Christian church, by our government. We cannot be
thankful enough for the freedom and peace that we enjoy in this land. But there is a sense in which we are
being “persecuted” and threatened, as
members of the human race, by the
coronavirus! Indeed, all human beings
- all who have inherited the sin of
Adam; all who have been redeemed
by Christ - are being so persecuted and
threatened.

We love our fellow humans as
we join them in enduring the
uncertainties and inconveniences of
this pandemic. And as we endure
these things with them, we can and
will confess Christ to them, and invite
them to join us in trusting in Jesus as
humanity’s Savior from sin and death. As we have opportunity, and as we see the special needs of our
neighbors - including our unbelieving neighbors - we will live out our faith in Christ among them and for
their benefit, as we help them, encourage them, and invite them to join us in trusting in the mercy and
goodness of God to see us through this trial. We will remember what St. John teaches us in his First
Epistle: “Jesus Christ the righteous...is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.” And again, St. John writes:
   

We have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. ... There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear.

   

Indeed, when our neighbors see what we are willing to give up for them in love, maybe that will serve, at
least in part, to draw them to Christ. But otherwise, if what our neighbors see, or think they see, is a selfish
stubbornness on our part - a stubbornness that insists on everything staying the same as before - would
that draw them? Would that not rather repel them?

During this time, when that which is familiar and normal in your spiritual life has been temporarily
“laid down,” please make sure that you “pick up” what is now available to you, for the sustaining and
strengthening of your faith. Do not let the unusualness of Internet services cause you to ignore internet
services. Do not let the unusualness of online Bible study cause you to ignore online Bible study.

The reception of the Lord’s Supper is a great comfort, especially in scary and uncertain times. But
this is never to be a matter of compulsion, and that has not changed. Martin Luther addresses pastors in
the Preface to his Small Catechism with these words:
   

You must not make any law about this... Only set forth clearly the benefit and harm, the need and
use, the danger and the blessing, connected with this Sacrament. Then the people will come on
their own without your forcing them.
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If you have communed regularly in the past, but feel at the present time that you might want to wait until
the coronavirus threat has passed - or has at least been reduced - before you commune again, no one will
judge you. This is not a despising of the Sacrament, but is a temporary refraining. But this should also be
accompanied by prayers that the time will soon come when you can once again, without these distractions,
receive the special blessing of this Holy Supper.

Indeed, we should all pray - fervently and often - for the Lord’s grace, so that our faith with not
only not weaken, but will be renewed during this time of testing in the church and in the large society. We

should all pray - fervently and often - that God’s people
in these uncertain times will indeed be “the salt of the
earth” and “the light of the world,” and will have
opportunities to share with friends and relatives a
message of hope in Christ: for those who are paralyzed by
their fears; and perhaps also for those who do become
infected, and may be facing death. What opportunities
might we have - as Easter approaches - to share with
those around us a message of life in the midst of death; of
comfort in the midst of despair; and of forgiveness and
peace in midst of the guilt that weighs on burdened
consciences, and the inner turmoil that unsettles troubled
souls?

In the midst of so much that is confusing and
uncertain, there are some truths - eternal truths - that are
most certain, and that can be believed with unswerving
confidence. We also need to remember this for ourselves,
because in our human weakness we will inevitably be
alarmed by some of the things that we see happening
around us. We will experience moments of doubt that
God is still with us and is watching over us. And we will,

as always, also be convicted, by God’s law, of our sins: as we admit that in these stressful times we have
often done what we should not have done, and have often not done what we should have done.

But for us - for you - there are pledges and promises that are offered to you by God in his Word;
and that you - as a child of God - can claim for yourself: on every day of this pandemic; and on every day
of your life after this pandemic has passed. What Jesus has always told us in ordinary times, he tells us
also now, in these extraordinary times: “Take heart; your sins are forgiven.” And the Psalmist seems to
have been going through the same kind of external instabilities and turmoil that we are going through right
now, when he, by divine inspiration, wrote these words of comfort for us:
   

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say
to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” For he will deliver you from
the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his pinions, and
under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the
terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the
destruction that wastes at noonday.”

   

Of course, we don’t know how all of this is going to end: for the world, for the country, for the
church, or for each of us personally. Some of us may no longer be dwelling in this world by the time this
deadly disease passes. But even if the worst that the coronavirus can do to us, does happen, we will be
safe - eternally safe - in the arms of our Savior. He tells us:
   

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.’”
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For most of us, however, we will pass through this trial, and will come out at the other end of it, with our
earthly lives still intact, and with our earthly vocations still in effect. But we will emerge with a
reinvigorated faith in the God of all comfort, who has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So
we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” Amen.
   

– Pastor Webber
   

 

Jack Colville’s Passing
   

Long-time church member John William (“Jack”) Colville entered
into the rest of Christ on March 7. His funeral was held at the church the
morning of March 12, and burial took place at the national cemetery later that
day. Jack, his wife Mary, and their daughter Lisa, were present in 1984 for
the first worship service of the mission congregation that later developed into
Redeemer Lutheran Church.
   

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” (Revelation
14:13)  
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Redeemer Lutheran Church
April 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

Internet Study Group 7pm

5 Palm Sunday 6 7 8 9 Maundy Thursday 10 Good Friday 11

Morning Online Service;
Spoken Communion 1pm
& 2pm; Catechism 6pm

Online Service; Spoken
Communion 4pm & 7pm

Internet Study Group
canceled

Online Service

12 Easter Sunday 13 14 15 16 17 18

Service and service format
to be announced;
Catechism canceled

Internet Study Group 7pm

19 Easter 2 20 21 22 23 24 25

Service and service format
to be announced;
Catechism 6pm

Internet Study Group 7pm

26 Easter 3 27 28 29 30

Service and service format
to be announced;
Catechism 6pm

Internet Study Group 7pm
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

About Redeemer Lutheran Church
  

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in accordance with the Holy
Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy

Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in Christ Jesus.

   

We’re on the Internet!
redeemerscottsdale.org

 

Audio recordings of Pastor Webber’s sermons, and of entire services, are posted each week on the church website.


