
 

Worship and Study Times 

No Resurrection = No Lord’s 

Supper………………… Page 2 

Reasons some believe 

evolution / Holy Baptism / 

Ladies’ Guild News…. Page 3 

Devotion: A Happy Ending? 

The Best Happy Ending! / 

Choir Rehearsals …... Page 4 

Calendar …………….. Page 5 

About Our Church …. Page 6 

The Valley Evangel 
Serving the Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Scottsdale, Arizona 

April 2011 

Inside This Issue 

Editor: Pastor David Jay 

     Webber 

Editorial Assistant/Layout and  

     Design: Erica Olson 

Production Assistant/ 

     Printing and Distribution: 

     Sarah Kissinger 

Newsletter Staff 

Sunday Divine Service:  

9 a.m., Refreshments after the 

Service 
 

Sunday School/Adult Bible 

Class: 10:30 a.m. 
 

Thursday Internet Study 

Group: 6:30 p.m. (See Pastor 

Webber for log-on info for this 

group, or attend in person at his 

residence) 
 

Friday Bible Study: 10 a.m. at 

the Muth residence  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

St. Peter said: “They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree, but 

God raised him on the third day and 

made him to appear, not to all the 

people, but to us who had been 

chosen by God as witnesses, who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead”  (Acts 10:39b-41, ESV) 

     People are impressed by miracles. 

TV preachers who perform miracles, 

or who claim to do so, have the 

largest audiences. We might wonder, 

then, why Jesus didn’t appear in his 

miraculous, resurrected glory to 

everyone. Wouldn’t that have made 

the greatest impression? Wouldn’t 

that have gotten everyone’s attention? 

     We can imagine what would have 

happened if the resurrected Lord had 

appeared to the high priest and the 

members of the Jewish Sanhedrin – 

who had condemned Jesus. Their first 

reaction would no doubt have been to 

quake in fear. But then, in humility, 

they likely would have been forced to 

recognize the divine power of Jesus, 

and would have submitted to his 

authority. We can also imagine what 

would have happened if Jesus, in his 

resurrected glory, had appeared to 

Pontius Pilate and the other Roman 

authorities. At first they would have 

been shocked. And then, in fear for 

their lives, they would likely have 

apologized for what they had done, 

with the hope that they might thereby 

turn away his vengeance from them. 

 Wouldn’t it have been great to see 

these evil men put in their place? 

Wouldn’t it have been great to see 

Jesus vindicated as the righteous and 

good man that he was, and to see 

those who had persecuted him, and 

lied about him, discredited and 

disgraced? But by keeping the 

resurrection a “private event,” rather 

than making it a public 

demonstration, the high priest, the 

Roman governor, and everyone else 

who had been involved in these 

injustices, continued on as before. 

They remained just as arrogant and 

vicious as they had always been. That 

wasn’t a good thing, was it? Why did 

Jesus, after his resurrection, appear 

only to the disciples, and those who 

were already within the circle of his 

followers? 

     Well, the answer is really quite 

simple. The purpose of the 

resurrection was not to show anything 

about the coercive power of Christ to 

unbelievers. Rather, the purpose of 

the resurrection was to show 

something about the mercy and 

forgiveness of Christ to those who 

had been convicted by the Holy 

Spirit, through God’s law, of their 

need for this mercy and forgiveness. 

The resurrection was intended to 

show that the death of Christ on the 

cross had been accepted by God the 

Father, as a sufficient sacrifice for the 

sins of the world. It was intended to 

assure penitent sinners – like Peter 

and the other apostles, who in fear 

had forsaken Jesus – that their sins 

will not be held against them. The 

resurrection was intended to instill in 

all those who trust in Christ, and 

yearn for his salvation, the firm 

confidence that they will live forever 

through him. 
(continued on Page 2) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued from Page 1) 

     In his resurrection, Jesus showed forth to the 

church his victory over sin and death, so that we 

would no longer fear the power of the devil. The 

blood which Christ shed on the cross was the 

purchase price of our redemption. Now, in the 

resurrection, Jesus is taking possession of that which 

he has purchased. We belong to him, and in the 

resurrection he claims us and embraces us. He is now 

going to live among his people as their risen Lord, to 

justify us, to protect us, to sanctify us, and to bring us 

forward to the day of our own resurrection, when we 

will share fully in his glory and life. 

 

  

 

 
 

     An interesting point about the words of institution 

for the Lord’s Supper is that they anticipate, and 

indeed require, the resurrection of the person who is 

reciting them (i.e., Christ). The body that is offered to 

communicants is the body that was given into death 

on the cross, and the blood that is offered is the blood 

that was shed on the cross. This is explicit in the 

words of institution. The Lord’s Supper is, therefore, 

definitely about the crucifixion, and it brings the 

blessings of the crucifixion to those who receive it in 

repentance and faith. But within the instituting words, 

there is also this command: “Do this in remembrance 

of me.” According to these words, the Lord’s Supper 

is to be a perpetual and ongoing component in the life 

of the church. The body and blood of Christ will be 

in the bread and wine of the sacrament and will be 

accessible to communicants until the second coming 

of Christ. This can be so only if Christ is and remains 

bodily alive in some way, shape, or fashion. If after 

his crucifixion he had stayed dead, his body and 

blood would have eventually decayed in the tomb at 

Jerusalem and returned to the elements of the earth. 

Such a dead body and such dead blood, which in time 

would cease to exist as a body and as blood, could 

not perpetually be present in the Lord’s Supper in all 

the many places where it is celebrated all around the 

globe so that communicants could partake of them 

and receive forgiveness, life, and salvation by means 

of them. Without the crucifixion and the 

resurrection, there could be no Lord’s Supper for us  

     The message of the resurrection of Jesus satisfies 

the deep yearning for deliverance that the Holy Spirit 

works in those who admit their sin. The message of 

the resurrection is not for the impenitent and the 

unbelieving, who still hate God. It is for people like 

the forlorn and sorrowful apostles, who were 

miserable because of their failures. The message of 

the resurrection is for people like us, when we know 

that our only hope is in God, and in the new life that 

he gives us in his crucified and risen Son! 

 

– Pastor Webber 

 

 

 

today. Again, as the Apology [of the Augsburg 

Confession] reminds us specifically in regard to the 

real presence of Christ’s body and blood in the 

sacrament, “we are talking about the presence of the 

living Christ, for we know that death no longer has 

dominion over him.” (Apology X:4, Kolb/Wengert, 

185) 

     This is a helpful reminder to us that Jesus’ 

resurrection does not negate or replace his 

crucifixion. Christ was raised still with the nail marks 

in his hands and still with the mark of the spear in his 

side. Even in his resurrection, he is still Christ 

crucified. The resurrection glorifies the crucifixion 

and makes the blessings of the crucifixion available 

to humanity in time and in eternity. The resurrection 

does not “de-crucify” our Savior. And so, when we 

participate in the Lord’s Supper with faith in the 

words of institution, and in everything to which those 

words testify both explicitly and implicitly, we 

thereby are mystically united to both the crucifixion 

and the resurrection of our Savior. In this sacrament, 

the reality of Christ’s death, by which he atoned for 

our sins, and the reality of Christ’s resurrection, by 

which he opened for us a portal to everlasting life, are 

impressed upon us and comfort us. 

[Webber, David Jay, “The Confessional and Biblical 

Worldview - Part 2”. Here We Stand: A Confessional 

Christian Study of Worldviews, ed. Curtis A. Jahn. 

Northwestern Publishing House: 2010, pages 46-47.] 

No Resurrection = No Lord’s Supper 
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What are the real reasons behind some 
people’s belief in evolution? 

Ladies’ Guild News 

 “Evolution is unproved and improvable. We believe 

it because the only alternative is special creation, 

which is unthinkable.” - Sir Arthur Keith, head of the 

Anatomy Department at London Hospital 

 

“Materialism is an absolute, for we cannot allow a 

Divine Foot in the door.” - Richard Lewontin, former 

professor of genetics at Harvard University 

 

“I do not want to believe in God. Therefore I choose 

to believe in that which I know is scientifically 

impossible, spontaneous generation arising to 

evolution.” – Dr. George Wald, Harvard University 

 

“...the idea of God interfered with our sexual 

mores...” – Julian Huxley 

 

“We objected to the morality [of creationism] 

because it interfered with our sexual freedom.” - 

Aldous Huxley 

 

“I want atheism to be true, and am made uneasy by 

the fact that some of the most intelligent and well-

informed people I know are religious believers. It 

isn’t just that I don’t believe in God and, naturally, 

hope that I’m right in my belief. It’s that I hope there 

is no God! I don’t want there to be a God; I don’t 

want the universe to be like that.” – Thomas Nagel, 

New York University 

 

“Often a cold shudder has run through me and I have 

asked myself whether I may have not devoted myself 

to a phantasy.” – Charles Darwin 

 
 

 

 

     Rebecca Grace Schaar, daughter of Daniel and 

Alicia Schaar, was baptized on March 13.  

     “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for 

your children and for all who are far off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself’” (Acts 

2:38-39, ESV). 

     The soup suppers before the Lenten Services on 

Wednesdays have been going well. We do need 

someone to sign up to host the soup supper on April 

13. If there is no volunteer for that evening the only 

thing to do is cancel the meal for that evening. Please 

consider this and give Angie Kohlgraf a call at 480-

319-2410. 

     We are now supporting the Alpha Pregnancy 

Counseling Center at 1822 West Indian School Road 

in Phoenix (telephone: 602-285-0050). This pro-life 

center provides pregnancy testing, someone to talk to, 

and practical assistance in food or clothing, etc., for 

girls and women experiencing a crisis pregnancy. 

Volunteer WELS counselors use these contacts both 

to share the truth about Jesus as our Savior, and to 

talk to those who are pregnant about the God-given 

life that is growing within. Alpha is funded solely 

through the generous donations of WELS/ELS 

congregations and individuals. Donations are down 

and support is needed. We are asking for donations 

towards this project with the soup suppers. 

     April 24 will be Easter Sunday! We will have an 

Easter Brunch as is customary. The Guild will 

provide the ham and will have a sign-up sheet for 

other things, to be brought for the brunch by 

members and friends of the congregation who will 

attend. 

 

Angie Kohlgraf, 

Ladies Guild President 

Holy Baptism 
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Devotion: A Happy Ending? The Best Happy Ending! 

     The couple sped to the  

emergency room.  It was dark,  

nearly 11:00 p.m.  It had  

seemed that their daughter was  

a little late coming home from  

her after-school job at the  

nursing home. 

    The call from the hospital  

had been very brief, and the  

nurse would only say that there  

had been an accident and that  

their daughter was in the emergency  

room being seen by the doctor.  No,  

they couldn’t talk to her.  No, the nurse couldn’t say 

how badly she was injured.  No, the nurse couldn’t 

give any more details, just please come right away, 

but don’t speed, because one accident was enough. 

     They both whispered prayers to themselves.  

“Dear Lord, Let her be O.K.  Let her be alive.  Let 

her not be suffering.”  Just 18 months before another 

couple in their church had arrived at the emergency 

room to find out that their son had already been dead 

before they had received the call, so they knew what 

could be waiting for them. 

     They ran into the emergency room together and 

told the receptionist who they were.  They were 

ushered into the back rooms, and to their immense 

relief their daughter in some bandages, sat up on the 

bed and started to cry.  She would be OK. Praise 

God! 

     Such happy endings bring joy beyond belief.  

What a joy it is to find out that the person we love is 

really OK, really was only slightly injured, really will 

live!! 

     Can you imagine a happy ending where the person 

we love suffers terribly and dies slowly? 

In the season of Lent, we witness such a story – the 

only one of its kind.  We are alerted to our sin, and 

the terrible wreckage that it makes of life. We are 

called to the cross, to see what Jesus can do about it. 

     But when we go to the cross, we find out that the 

worst is happening.  Because of our sin, sin that Jesus 

carries for us, the unthinkable happens.  

Jesus suffers the terrible anger of God because of our 

sins. Nothing can be done. He suffers terribly, and 

slowly, He dies. It was no happy ending for the 

disciples that Friday, as Jesus’ body was placed in the  

 

                           tomb, and there couldn’t be now,  

                             ever, because Jesus was dead.  But 

                                  unlike all the other stories, death 

                                  didn’t prevent the happy ending 

                                  for Jesus, or for us.  On the third 

                                  day, Jesus rose triumphantly  

                                  from the dead.  He showed  

                                  Himself to the man and women 

                                  who had been following Him,  

                                  and then to hundreds of others. 

                                       Jesus has conquered sin,  

                                  death, and hell. 

                           This isn’t just a happy ending for 

Jesus, but for us, too, since all who trust in Him will 

also rise with Him at the last day.  He has given us 

the victory through His perfect life, and His sacrifice. 

 

“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised 

from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has 

been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless and so is your faith.” 

1 Corinthians 15:12-14 

 
from the ELS Board for Evangelism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir rehearsals are being held by the organ at 8:30 

a.m. on the Sundays in Lent, in preparation for 

singing in the Holy Week and Easter services. 

Singers in all voice parts are welcome. If possible, try 

to arrive at church prior to 8:30, so the rehearsals can 

begin on schedule. 

 

Choir Rehearsals for Holy 
Week and Easter 

 



 

 

24 
Easter 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. SW with Spoken Communion 

Easter Brunch after the service 

(AC/SS cancelled) 

 

17 
Palm Sunday 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. DS 

Ladies’ Guild after the service 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Elders’ Meeting after AC  

10 
Lent 5 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. SW with spoken Communion 

10:30 a.m. AC/Congregational Forum 

3 
Lent 4 

Choir Rehearsal 8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. DS 

10:30 a.m. AC/SS 

Volunteer Inside Work Day after AC 

 

Sunday 

25 

18 
 

11 
Quarterly 

Voters’ 

Meeting at  the 

church at 7 p.m.  

4 

 

 

Monday 

26 

19 
 

12 
 

5 
 

 
 

Tuesday 

27 
 

20 
Bible Study for 

ALRC residents at 

10 a.m. 

13 
Soup Supper 

serving from 6-6:30; 

Vespers 7 p.m. 

followed by spoken 

Communion 

6 
Soup Supper 

serving from 6-6:30 

p.m.; Vespers at 7 

p.m. followed by 

spoken Communion 

 
 

Wednesday 

28 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

21 
Maundy Thursday 

DS at 7 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal after 

the service 

(ISG cancelled) 

14 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

7 
6:30 p.m. Internet 

Study Group at/from 

Pastor’s residence 

 

Thursday 

29 
10 a.m. Bible study 

at the Muth 

residence 

22 
Good Friday 

Tenebrae Service at 

7 p.m. 

(Bible Study 

cancelled) 

15 
10 a.m. Bible study 

at the Muth 

residence 

8 
10 a.m. Bible study 

at the Muth 

residence 

 

1 
10 a.m. Bible study 

at the Muth 

residence 

Friday 

Abbreviations: 

DS – Divine Service; SW – Service of the Word; AC/SS – Adult Bible Class/Sunday School 

Divine Service – Full Word and Sacrament Service with Communion, on 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

Service of the Word – a brief spoken order of Holy Communion follows the public service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays 

Refreshments are served after the Sunday morning Services 

30 

23 
 

16 
 

9 

2 
Volunteer Outside 

Work Day starting 

at 8 a.m. 

Saturday 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

April 2011 



  

 

Our mission is faithfully to preach the Word of God, both Law and Gospel, in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; correctly to administer the Holy Sacraments for the 
forgiveness of sins; and to reach out to those who have not yet come to faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

About Redeemer Lutheran Church 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
7670 East Jomax Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 
Pastor David Jay Webber 
Phone: 480-585-7002 
Or: 480-621-7394 
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com 

We’re on the Internet! 

redeemer.vze.com 

Notice! 

 

Audio recordings of Pastor 

Webber’s sermons are posted on 

the Internet weekly and are linked 

through the church website. 

 

They are published courtesy of 

lutheransource.net 

First Class Mail 


