
Redeemer Lutheran Church
7670 East Jomax Road
Scottsdale, AZ 85266
redeemerscottsdale.org

March 17, 2020

Dear members and friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church,

Because of the continuing spread of the coronavirus, and because of the serious threat
that this virus poses to the elderly and to others with compromised health, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and the President of the United States, have asked
that people not gather in groups of more than ten for the next eight weeks. Our synod’s
leadership is asking that the congregations of the synod comply with this request. In a
letter that he sent to all the pastors, ELS President John Moldstad writes:

“The ELS Catechism reminds us of our duty to our country: ‘What is our duty to our
country? It is our duty to love our country, obey its laws, assist its officials in keeping law
and order, and promote its general welfare’ (Catechism, p. 56). Given the current
pandemic growing in our country, the President of the United States has recommended
that public gatherings should be limited to ten people or fewer. This recommendation is
being made for our protection and for the safety and protection of our neighbors and
does not ask us to violate God’s Word. ... I am asking that our churches suspend public
services and urge following the health recommendations and restrictions of our national,
state, and local governments.”

Among the suggestions that President Moldstad offers is this: “Scheduling times for
private communion with members at the church, keeping in mind the need for extra
precautions during this time.” His entire letter can be seen here:
https://els.org/2020/03/17/facing-coronavirus-concerns-together

The government is not singling out churches for closure, but is addressing its
recommendation to everyone and to all sorts of organizations. This is similar to
situations in northern climates when a blizzard or ice storm prompts the state police to
announce that people should not be on the roads, and churches in response cancel
services for a Sunday. A difference is that our nation will be experiencing a viral
“blizzard” over several Sundays. But, the public health and safety concerns that
prompted this government request are legitimate. The coronavirus is extremely
contagious, and it has a very long incubation period, during which people who already
have it are asymptomatic for several days, but are nevertheless able to pass the virus
on to others. And some people who are infected, especially younger people, never
develop symptoms, but are still able to infect others through coughing on, sneezing on,
or touching, other people, or surfaces that other people then touch. More detailed
information about the coronavirus and its dangers can be found here, in an “Advisement
on the COVID-19 Coronavirus” from Christian Life Resources (a church-related agency
of the Wisconsin Synod):
http://christianliferesources.com/2020/03/16/christian-life-resources-advisement-on-the-
covid-19-coronavirus
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The elders and I have decided that our congregation will conform to the
recommendations of our national and synodical leadership. Effective immediately, and
until further notice, all regular public worship services and other in-person classes and
church meetings involving more than ten persons will be suspended. However, the
ministry of our congregation, and my ministry as your pastor, will not be suspended, but
will be adapted to the current circumstances as follows:

1. I will be cooperating with my son, Pastor Paul Webber at Hope Lutheran Church in
West Jordan, in the preparation of online services. His congregation (which is also
suspending all ordinary public gatherings) has the ability to produce high quality videos,
so he will be leading an online service that will be available for viewing each Sunday
morning. I will be writing approximately half of the sermons that will be delivered during
these services. They will be recorded and uploaded on Saturday, so that they will be
available for viewing the following morning at whatever time you go online and click the
video link. I strongly encourage you to avail yourself of these Internet services, which
can be viewed at this URL: http://westjordanlutherans.org/streaming

2. The Lord’s Supper will be available at Redeemer Lutheran Church, in the form of
abbreviated spoken services, every Sunday afternoon, at 1 p.m. and again at 2 p.m. If
more than ten persons come at one of these times, they can disperse widely enough in
the pews during the spoken service so as to minimize the risk of spreading the virus.
Communicants may also make an appointment with me for a more private meeting at
the church at some other time, with a devotion and communion. On all these occasions,
the door from the patio into the church building will be propped open, so that the various
people who will be coming and going will not need to handle the doorknob. I will also be
particularly careful on these occasions to wash my hands, and to prepare the
communion elements and communion vessels in such a way as to minimize the risk of
viral contamination. We should not be scared of the sacrament, and in particular we
should not be scared of the body and blood of Christ or of the forgiveness and comfort
our Savior offers to us through these sacramental gifts. But in these times, we can and
should be cautious and careful regarding those things of this material world that
surround the sacrament, and that surround us as we receive it. With the Lord’s help we
will be appropriately cautious and careful.

3. The Thursday evening Internet Study Group, through the Skype conferencing
program, will continue. I invite members and friends of the church who do not currently
participate in this group, to join it, in view of the fact that Sunday morning Bible classes
will not be held. Skype can accommodate up to 50 parties in a group call. If there are
more than 50 persons wanting to participate (from our church or from other places), or if
the number of participants becomes too cumbersome, I will then start up a second
online Bible study at a different time. Skype is bundled into modern Microsoft Windows
operating systems. If you do not already have this program on your computer, it can be
downloaded from this website: http://www.skype.com  There is also a Skype application
available for smart phones. Once you have established a Skype account, within Skype
send to my Skype account a request to be added to my list of contacts. My Skype name
is davidjaywebber  When you have been added to my list, I can then bring you into the
Thursday evening meetings when they begin at 7 p.m. (Arizona time)  These online
classes go for about an hour. We use only the audio feature, so that we are able to hear
each other but not see each other.
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4. I will do my best to stay in contact with members through the telephone, email, and
social media. I will also be available for in-person pastoral visits when they are needed
or requested. I will use prudent health and safety precautions, but am willing to make
the visits.

During this challenging time, remember to pray for your congregation, for its members,
and for me as your pastor. Try to think of ways in which you might be able to help those
with special needs. Consider calling your church friends from time to time, or sending
them a message through email or social media, to encourage them, and to remind them
that you have not forgotten about them. And let us all pray for our country and for our
world, as the human race deals with this unprecedented pandemic. There are worse
diseases, but there are few if any diseases that are spread as easily as this one is. And
especially for those who are vulnerable, this can be a deadly disease. We should
certainly trust in God to take care of us, but we should not temp God by being
unnecessarily careless concerning our health or the health of others. St. Paul exhorts
us: “...in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3b-4).

As much as we can, we will continue our life together as a congregation, as we make
use of modern communication technology, and as we engage in other forms of careful
and limited contact, to continue to receive from God the strength that he offers to his
people in Word and Sacrament. The Epistle to the Hebrews reminds us that “[God] has
said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my
helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6).

In the peace of the Lord,

Pastor David Jay Webber

Cell: 602-616-4357
Email: jaywebber@yahoo.com
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